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J. C. PETRILLO'S 
DALE CARNEGIE 
PITCH 


James ©. Petrillo, head of the| 
American Federation of Musicians, | 
apparently is no longer brushing off | 
the lack of love displayed by the 
public and press toward his organ- 
ization. He wants to change the | 
unfavorable tone of public reaction | 
to the AFM snarls, which have been | 
given front-page attention in recent 
years. To do this he is using the 
proceeds from his victorious battle 
with the recording companies for a 
royalty from each record they sell. 

Petrillo has impressed various | 
AFM locals with the thought that | 
press and public be told as often 
and as brightly as possible about 
the work being done by the AFM 
to entertain crippled vets at hos- 
pitals. This entertainment, using 
musicians in each local at scale pay, 
is being underwritten by the record 
royalty fund. More than $1,000,000 
has been earmarked from the fund 
for such entertainment, which is 
eovering schools, veterans’ hospitals 
and the like. But, for the press, 
public and the AFM’s aims, the lat- 
ter is emphasized. Most locals are 
prepping press books to show the 
boss how well they are drum-beat- 
ing the charity. 

Move is an abrupt about-face for 
Petrillo, who has always disdained 
numerous hints from his aides that 
he would benefit from a public re- 
lations campaign. Now under fire 
from sundry state legislatures as 
well as on capitol hill in Washing- 
ton, the AFM prexy finally is mak- 
ing a stab at getting himself a glow 
in print to offset the attacks. 


U.S. Writers’ Continued 
Emphasis on War Limits 
New Material for Films 


American writers’ preoccupation 
with the war and its repercussions 
—widely ascribed as a prime factor 
in the limited amount of fresh 
Story material currently available 
for pix—is still channeling the U.S. 
output after two years of peace. 
That’s Metro’s conclusion at the 
close of the company’s $250,000 
Novel Award contest last week for 
the first half of 1947. 

Peculiarly enough, according to 
John McCaffrey, director of the con- 
test, British authors have left the 
war behind and are pushing into 
new fields of peacetime scripting. 
Comparison was possible between 
the two nationalities because M-G, 
for the first time, threw the arena | 
open to the British. | 

Surprisingly large number of w.k. | 
writers with previously established | 
reps submitted new novels, McCaf- 
frey said. In all, number of sub-. 
missions went far ahead of those | 
received by the company in its pre- 
vious match which Mary Reneault 
won with “Out of the Night.” Brit- 
ishers came throvgh with ahead 

(Continued on page 46) 














Las Vegas, Nev., Peeved 
At ‘Vicious’ Reporting 


Las Vegas, Nev., June 3. 
This town, mecca of Coast fun-| 
seekers, is up in arms over what the 
local chamber of commerce de- | 
scribes as “inaccurate and vicious” 
newspaper and magazine reporting 
of the burg’s “wide-open” Status. | 
District Attorney Robert E. Jones | 
has been asked to try and do some- | 
thing about it. 

Newspapers and mags, finding the 
town a colorful subject, have played 
up the town’s prostitution, gambling, 
“gang wars” and other items of a 
generally profligate nature. 

Las Vegas, the chamber 





empha- 


sizes, has 22 well-attended churches | 


and a recreational center for kids 
where Petrillo’s tooters play gratis 
for teen-agers’ dancing. 


To Tell UN Story 
The Show Biz Way 


The United Nations’ radio boys at 
Lake Success, N.Y., are ready to 
move into high gear in giving a 
showmanship hypo to its program- 
ming in order to sell the peace to the 
nation and the world. 

There’s definite recognition that 
something more than sledgehammer 
propaganda is needed to achieve 
maximum results; that when UN 
starts selling peace by adopting the 
techniques used by General Foods 
and Procter & Gamble to sell food 
and soap will it add up to a major 
contribution. 

UN has already gone showminded 
in preparation for Charter Day, 
June 26—marking the second anni 
of the signing of the San Francisco 
charter—with plans to integrate the 





' UN story into some of the top shows 


on the air. The Advertising Council 
has already pledged its support, 
which means that the agencies will 
throw in their production weight in 


| tieing in Charter Day with the com- 


mercial shows that have the multi- 
million audiences. Similarly, the net- 
works, scripters and directors are 
getting behind the venture with full- 
blown dramatic shows to highlight 
the significance of the event. 

Up to now, it’s generally agreed, 
the UN Story, in terms of sock ra- 
dio coverage, has not been told, with 
the networks and stations for the 
most part merely paying lip service 
to the overaN job of keeping the na- 
tion informed. 

But it’s felt that the real fault 
lies in the failure to apply the 
proper showmanship techniques in 
place of the cut-and-dried  spiels 
that have prevailed up to now. 





Frequency Before Public 
Deemed Best B.O. Payoff 


Demands of certain film stars that 


| they make only one or two pictures 


a year, so as not to wear themselves 
out in the public’s favor, is gradu- 
ally being proved a fallacy. Survey 
ef the stars most popular at the 
boxoffice today any phase of show 
business proves that it’s the ones 
«Continued on page 47) 
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OK OHOWS ate 
EATH 10 TALENT 


The manner in which American 
radio has gone disk-jock happy has 
had the effect of creating alarm in 
some quarters of the industry. Now 








from the small indie station ranks 
into a major boxoffice factor on a 
coast-to-coast basis and is incubat- 
in< a flock o° show biz millionaires, 
repercussions are expected from 
several fronts. 

That James C. Petrillo, prexy of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
| cians, will keep quiet for much 
j} longer as the Disk Jockey Sweep- 


stakes continues snowballing, is 
not expected from even the most 
optimistic quarters, despite ABC's 
assurance that the Boss Man gave 
the Paul Whiteman whirl his ad- 
vance “blessing.” 

Similarly, there are reports of 
squawks from American Federation 
of Radio Artists quarters stem- 


ming from the same fears held by 


(Continued on page 26) 





Equity Library Theatre 
Seeks to Graduate To 
Commercial Production 


By ARTHUR BRONSON 

New York’s Equity Library Thea- 
tre—claiming title of world’s great- 
est legit producer, with 56 plays 
staged this season—has just finished 
its fourth year of producing in pub- 
lic libraries, and thinks it’s time to 
graduate into the more commercial 
fleld. 

The organization, guided by Sam 
| Jaffe (with an assist from 
| George Freedley, heading the N.Y. 
Public Library’s theatre division), is 
looking for a theatre as a perma- 
nent home, and would like added 
public financing: to put its produc- 
tion on a paying basis. 

Till now ELT has been staging 
shows with unpaid young talent, 
either from Equity or allied enter- 
tainment unions, with minimum out- 
lay on sets, costumes, etc., putting on 
performances free at various public 
libraries throughout N.Y. It put on 
144 plays in four sexzsons—6, the first 
year; 34, the second; 48, last year; 56 








world’s largest repertory company. 

Production expenses have been 
running between $100 and $200 for 
j}each play, all of which money, as 
well as administration expenses and 
salary for exec secretary, Benna 
| Franklin, have been donated by John 
Golden. 

Although neither Golden nor ELT 
people will discuss the amount of 
Golden’s contributions to the or- 
ganization, it’s known to be in excess 
of $40,000. Golden has no intention 
'of ceasing his aid to ELT, but group 
would like to dress up its produc- 


the current season—to be tagged the , 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
} 
| 
j 





tions, house them properly, charge | 


admissions, and pay the actors. Ac- 
tors, directors and designers have 
been content to act for the experi- 


ence, and on the chance of catching 
some proiessional prc'‘vcer’s” or 
i (Continued on page 55) 


commanding 


-JOCKEY HAPPY 





| briefie on each show. 


La Lamour to Give Out | 


With Glamour for Army 


Hollywood, June 3 

It’s Dorothy Lamour instead of Al 
Jolson who'll emcee the Army Re- 
cruiting summer show on NBC, tee- 
ing off July 6 in the Fred Allen Sun- 
day night segment. Film star will 
get “token payment” for her serv- 
ices, as will various other Hollywood 


Rit | personalities guesting on the stanza 
that platter-spinning has graduated hook ?« 8 


each week. NBC 
time and Music Corp. 


is donating the 
of America 


will assist in the casting. 
Format provides for a comedy 
sketch and a straight dramatic 


Glenhall Tay- 


lor will direct. Studio orch will be 


conducted by Henry Russell. Show, 
of course, will originate on the 
Coast. 





Talent Will Go 
To Sea Again 


Entertainment on ocean-going lux- 


Petrillo—that every additional disk | Ury liners will resume in the fall, 


when the greater part of the cur- | 
rent travel rush, which is mostly | 
confined to urgent business trips, is | 
likely to be over. Already scheduled | 
to book shows are the Cunard and! 
Holland-American lines which have | 
named Nat Abramson, of the WOR) 
Artists Bureau, as booker. 

Cunard is slated to start off with | 
shows on the Mauretania and the | 
soon - to- be-commissioned Patricia, | 
while the Holland-American line | 
will have entertainment on the New | 
Amsterdam and Vollendam. 

Pre-war cruises accounted for a_ 
hefty slice of the entertainment in- | 
dustry. Frequently, short cruises | 
booked an entire nitery show, in- 
cluding lines, while the longer 14- 
day cruises carried up to 20 enter- 
tainers per trip. 

Abrainson is currently negotiating 
with the American Guild of Variety 
Artists for a basic scale covering this 
type of work. 

Question of musicians is still up in 
the air, but it’s hoped to be settled | 
by the fall. Rub in the tooter angle 
is in the ban on employment of for- 
eign musicians in this country by the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
In retaliation the British musicians’ 
union has affected a similar ban on. 
Yank bandsmen. 


N. Y. Bistros Evading Tax 
With Danceless Dinners 


A possible new trend next fall of 
de-emphasing dansapation in 
niteries, in favor of a 20% tax-less 
dinner clientele, with perhaps the 
cabaret policy obtaining after 10 
p.m. is being widely considered in 
cafe circles. Dario, for example, has 
that in mind for his La Martinique. 
class N. Y. spot, with a pianologist 
only for the dinner entr*’acte music. 
When the after-theatre crowd comes 
in, the spot would then go supper 
club. 

The click currently of Billy Reed’s 
Little Club, N. Y., where recording 
pianist Walter Gross does his stuff, is 
considerabie attention 
for that reason. Emphasis thus is 
on the cuisine and atmosphere, at 
least for the dinner sessions. 





' purchased several 


‘son will be interested. 


THEATRE GUILD 
TO BRANCH OUT 
IN TELE 


Theatre Guild is currently negoti- 


ating with NBC television to pro- 
duce a series of tele dramats over 
WNBT, NBC's N.Y. video outlet. 


Details of the deal, including a deci- 
sion on whether the Guild will pro- 
duce shows for an outside sponsor, 
as it does its U.S. Steel spon- 
sored “Theatre Guild of the Air” 
on radio, or will use tele to show- 


|case its new productions, have not 


yet been set. Final negotiations are 
currently awaiting the return to 
|N. Y. from the Coast of Guild co- 
‘director Lawrence Langner. 

Deal between NBC and the Guild 
has been pending for some _ time, 
with CBS television having also 
shown interest in lining up the 
Guild in the past. Since CBS tele’s 
national director Tony Miner is a 
former Guild producer, CBS was 
thought to have an inside track on 
the legit outfit. With the recent 
elimination by CBS of all live stu- 
dio programming, however, that 
deal went by the boards, leaving 
NBC a clear field. 


NBC also has a current arrange- 
ment with the Dramatists Guild, 
whereby the latter showcases. plays 
of new playwrights on tele for the 
benefit of interested Broadway pro- 
ducers. Although that arrangement 
has been in operation for more 
than a year, however, only one 
show, “Mr. Mergenthwirker’s Lob- 
blies,” has been staged. Play was 
weeks after its 
tele airing by Hollywood producer- 
director S. Sylvan Simon, who 
plans to adapt it for the screen. 








Jolson Would Like 


To Be Neighbor Of 
Crosby on ABC Wax 


Hollywood, June 3. 

If ABC can line up a sponsor for 
a transcription show to either pre- 
cede or follow Bing Crosby, Al Jol- 
Net's sales 
crew is letting go with its Sunday 
pitch but so far only nibbles. Jol- 
son is eschewing all radio for the 
summer with the exception of an 
appearance on CBS’ United Jewish 
Appeal program. 

He has no firm commitment with 
Bing Crosby for next season and 
at this writing he isn’t sure whether 
he'll do any more guesting with The 
Groaner. 





Benny’s 88G for 2 Weeks 


Jack Benny’s two-week stint at 
the Roxy, N. Y., resulted in an all- 
time high for aity stage attraction to 
play any house with a total take of 
$278,000. 

Out of this, Benny and his troupe 
collect $88,000. 
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Move for a Better Income Tax 


Break for People in Show Biz 


By L. ARNOLD WEISSBERGER +¢ 





A recent story in VARIETY calls 
attention to a situation that has 
long been a matter of concern to 
the entire entertainment industry 
—the unfairness of the present in- 
come tax laws in their impact on 
people in the entertainment field. 

There are many individuals in 
all professions and businesses whose 
incomes differ from year to year, 
but there are few businesses where 
irregularity is more pro- 
than in show business. 


such 
nounced 


A star in a successful play that | 


runs for a year may earn $50,000, 
and then not find another play for 
two or three years. A_ producer 
may have a series of flops for four 


or five years, and then make a 
quarter of a million dollars on a 
success in the sixth year. The 


writer whose play is produced suc- 
cessfully and sold to the movies, 
all in one year, may have a huge in- 
come in that year and compara- 
tively little for the next few years. 
The same thing goes down the line 


with directors and scene designers 
and choreographers. It affects the 


small earners as well as the larger 
earners, because the person who 
earns $10,000 in one year and $2,000 


the next finds the disparity as great | 


from his point of view as the per- 
son who earns $50,000 one year and 
$10.000 the next. During the years 
of large income, there is a large in- 
come tax to be paid—so large in 
the upper brackets that it is dif- 
ficult for the actor, or writer, or 
producer to save any money for 
the lean years that may follow. 
What is more, he may have ac- 
cumulated an indebtedness throush 
the preceding lean years. In order to 
repay he must use most of the sur- 
plus of the fat year. 


The unfairness is not in the 
amount of tax on large incomes: | 
every taxpayer has the same tax 


to pay. The unfairness is that a 
man who has a total income for a 
five-year period of $50,000, if he is 
unfortunate enough to have it all 
come in one year, pays a much 
higher 
who has the same income coming 
in at the rate of $10,000 for each 
of the five years. It is not that a 
high tax rate is objectionable, but 
that the taxable income to which 
the tax is applied is computed on 
the basis of a period as short as 12 
months. This constitutes the un- 
fairness not only to persons in 


show business, but to persons in 7"! | 


businesses and professions whose 
incomes are re ularly subjeci to 
sharp ups ard cowns. 

Income Spreadover Needed 


What the eniertainment industry. 


as well as the other professions and 
businesses subject to great fluctu- 
ations of annual income, would like 
is to have Congress enact a law 


that would average income over a| 


period of five years. Various pro- 
cedural methods have been 
gested and there may be procedural 
difficulties to overcome. But what 
is important is to have the prin- 
ciple accepted that income for the 
prosperous years can be averaged 
with the income for the poor years, 
so as to reduce the tax bracket to 
that which prevails for the normal 


average income of the taxpayer 
over the longer period. Persons 
with spotty incomes. will then, 


over the years, pay no more total 
tax on the total income than is paid 


by persons with the same income 


earned evenly over the years. 
The proposed legislation has been 


rate of tax than a person | 


sug- | 


Explosive Gag 
Bert Savoy and I were 
playing at the Liberty theatre, 
on Broadway, with the Ray- 
mond Hitchcock show and on 
Christmas Eve, during the show, 
I noticed there was much 
whispering among the chorus 
girls. I felt that there was some- 
thing wrong. So Savoy came 
| into the dressing room and said, 

| ‘Have you heard the dirt?’ 





I said, ‘No. What is it?’ 

Savoy: ‘You know Big Blonde 
Florence :% 

I said, ‘Yes.’ 

Savoy: ‘Well, her boy friend 


|} got drunk, and went to her apart- 
| ment, turned on all the jets on 
the gas range, and fell asleep. 
There was a terrible explosion, 


and he was blown half way 
across 8th avenue. The stage 
manager sent her home. He 
didn’t tell her what hap- 
pened’ -_ 

Brennan: ‘It'll be a _ terrible 
shock, won’t it?’ 

Savoy: ‘Yeh, but wait’ll she 





gets the gas bill!’ 
—Jay Brennan. 











Truman Approval For 
New Labor & Tax Bills 
Held Still Doubtful 


Washington, June 3. 

Congress completed action last 
| week on two major pieces of legis- 
lation which will affect show busi- 
ness if they become law; however 
there is still doubt whether Presi- 
dent Truman will approve either of 
ithem. 

First was the Hartley-Taft labor 
| bill, of particular interest to Holly- 
; wood; and second, the measure to 
|cut income taxes, effective July 1, 
|} which would be a special boon to 
ithe big earners of show biz. 

The labor bill, which is figured 
ito have better than a 50-50 chance 


‘of becoming law, would outlaw 
jurisdictional strikes such as the 
one which has been plaguing the 


| film studios off and on for the past 
couple of years. Measure would 
lalso ban  “feather-bedding,” the 
| union requirements that employers 
|carry more employees than needed. 
Another angle of the bill, of par- 
ticular interest to Hollywood be- 
;cause of recent charges of wide- 
spread communism there, is the 
section which declares that employ- 
ers would not have to deal with a 
union unless its officers first took 
lan oath they were not members of 
| the Communist party. 
| There is no chance of an override 
on the tax cut bill, if the President 
, vetoes. It passed the Senate with 
;much less than a two-thirds vote 
and cannot gain any, if Truman 
jturns thumbs down. Except for the 
| fact that the Senate makes the tax 
;cuts effective July 1, instead of 


| Jan. 1, 1947, it is about the same as! 


the House bill. In the upper 
brackets up to $80,000 a year, the 
taxes would be reduced by 20%. 
From $80,000 to $302,000, the tax 
|rate would be eased by 15%, 








the subject of discussion over a 
number of years. It has been spo- 
radically brought to the atiention 
of Congress but so far it has never 





_ 


| been strongly pressed. 





Buy U.S.Savings Bonds | 
REGULARLY ~~ 


~~ 
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— a = no 


Ask where you WORK"; 


Ask where you BANK 48 





The progressive work of the 
American Bar Association in the 
field of taxation, makes it a natural 
for this assignment, if the presen- 
tation is put upon a broad basis and 
it is made clear that show biz seeks 
no special advantage but only a 
fair law for all taxpayers similarly 
affected. ABA, for example, is now 
sponsoring legislation that would 
correct the notorious inequity ex- 
isting in the case of non-community 


property states, and that would 
permit husbands and wives in all 
States to divide their income for 


tax purposes as they now divide it 
In community property siates. 
_The cooperation of all 
similarly situated is needed. 





groups 


The 


industry 


" representing the artists: 
| Bquity, 


AFRA, AGVA, SAG: the 
League of New York Theatres, rep- 


}resenting the producers: the Au- 
| thors League and Dramatists’ 
;Guild, representing the riters: 
nd 1] t} h “© sy : 
ai the others must coordinate 
lin this effort, 





259TH WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
“Tll be back again. A great show.” 


MICKEY ROONEY. 








House Hears 
207% Tax Plea 


From Legiters 


Washington, June 3. 
In a hearing yesterday (Tues.) on 
the 20% 





various guilds in the entertainment | 


theatres, the House Ways and Means 
| Committee was told by spokesmen 
for the legits that the luxury levy 
was a “strangling tax” which would 
cause continued falling-off of theatre 
} attendance and “certain “death” for 
| some legit houses. 

Witnesses paraded before the Con- 
' 


gressmen by James F. Reilly, exec | 


| director of the National Assn. of 
| Legitimate Theatres and of the 
League of N. Y. Theatres, included 
Ilka Chase, for Actors’ Equity; Mare 
Connelly, for the Dramatists’ Guild; 
| Thomas Murtha, legislative commit- | 
| tee chairman of the International | 
| Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- | 
,ployees, and Brock Pemberton, | 
| president of the League of N. Y. | 
Theatres, in behalf of producers and 
managers. 
Miss Chase said the tax on legits | 
(Continued on page 55) 


Billie Holiday Weepily 
Plesds for Cure When 
Given Yr. on Drug Rap. 


Billie Holiday, 28-year-old Negro 
| songstress, pleaded guilty to drug 
| addiction Wednesday (28) in Federal 
| court, Philadelphia, and was sen- 
| tenced to a year and a day in the 
| Federal Reformatory for Women at 
| Alderson, W.Va. 

| Miss Holiday was arrested by fed- 
| eral agents and local police two 
weeks ago following a raid on a 
| south Philadelphia hotel. 

With tears streaming down her 
| cheeks, Miss Holiday stood before 
| Judge J. Cullen Ganey and asked 
| for treatment at the reformatory to 
| rid her of the craving for drugs 
which, she admitted, had made her 











admission tax on legitimate | 





WB Story Head Says Writers Sloppy, 
One in 500 Originals Worth Using 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Only one out of every 500 original 
stories submitted by qualified writ. 
ters to studios is suitable for pur- 
chase, according to Ellingswood 
Kay, Warners story department 
head. This reflects directly upon 


writers themselves, Kay maintains, 
and not the studio’s reluctance to 
buy originals, for the market is 
wide open and picture companies 





Reisman’s Decorations 


Paris, June 3. 
Phil Reisman, RKO International 
veepee over sales, was feted at a 
diplomatic dinner here last week. 
Reisman was awarded knighthood 
in the military order of San Gior- 
gio. 





Plane Crashes Don’t 





are more than willing to buy good 
stories. 

Deter Show People Current situation is brought about 
by writers’ unwillingness to devote 


From Air Travel proper time and energy upon de- 
veloping originals, it is indicated by 
The crash of United Air Lines’|Kay, whose experiences with orig- 
DC-4 plane at New York’s La Guar- | inals are typical of every other 
dia field last week, which took the| studio story editor. He points out 
lives of 42 and injured six others, |that these same writers would not 
seemed to have little effect on film | think of turning out magazine varns 
and stage personalities, who con-/in -the sloppy fashion in which 
tinued traveling back and forth from | originals are presented to studios: 
the Coast. yet they expect story editors to ac- 
F. L. D. Strengholt, president and|cept them and pay downright fab- 
director of a film rental company, | ulous prices. 
arrived via Air France to see spout The untried writer who is submit- 
obtaining | three American’ pictures | ting his first piece through an agent 
|for showing in Holland. They are li, not the only offender. Many of 
“Duel in the Sun,” “Best Years *0f | the writing toppers—the great ma- 
ri Lives, and “Monsieur Ver- |jority, in fact—are as guilty of bat- 
doux. 


<P : sian Yh J |ting out material in only a few 
Pianist Jose Iturbi left for London | which, if purchased, would 


: ; ; | pages 
for a month’s concert tour of Eng-| ive to be entirely developed. Many 
| land, Holland and France, and on his | 


; ey adie nats of July he'll of these top name writers attempt 
return m the early part of July he ito cash in on their reputations in 
"Al nag 8 inger, enroute to | Selling poor originals, instead of let- 
an es, singer, O | 4; . etek a far itecl 
| Pittsburgh via Capital Air Lines, ing new materia) speek for itself. 
| will appear there in the Civie Light Half-Baked Originals 





Opera Co.’s production of “The Cat Tendency now, Kay says, is for 
|and the Fiddle.” writers either to sit back and let 
Clark Gable arrived in New York |their agents sell them for an as- 


for a few days’ vacation after attend- 
ing the Indianapolis auto races. 

Bill Goodwin, NBC radio-filmite, 
in from the Coast for a few days’ for ae ee = 
visit. } OLie 

Actor Robert Cummings and his mproved Originals 
wife left La Guardia in a twin Beech Hollywood, June 3. 
craft for points unknown, with Cum- Marked improvement and in- 
mings at the controls. crease in original stories is re- 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt arrived ported by most studio story edi- 
from Milwaukee, where she had de- tors. Feeling generally is that 
livered a radio address. personnel shakeups during the 

Marian Jordan departed via Air past year, with hordes of writers 
France for Paris, enroute to Berlin, off payroll as a result of the 
where he will take over the man- economy wave, have resulted in 
agement of the Motion Picture Ex- the better originals. 
port Assn. activities in Germany. Of the 463 screenplays cur- 

Desi Arnaz and his band returned rently being prepped, in pro- 
to La Guardia after giving a Salva- duction, or awaiting release, 235, 
tion Army benefit performance at or more than 50%, are originals. 
Constitution Hall, Philadelphia. Also And screenwriters — notoriously 
with him was comedienne Vera helligerent about trumpeting 
Vague, who departed with the band- their own originality — would 
leader for Chattanooga in time for} like it to stay that way. Of 
their regular NBC appearance on the the remaining 228 properties, 
Tuesday night (3) Bob Hope show. 187 are adapted from novels, 

Seen around the airport was ac- magazine stories or biographies, 
and 36 are from plays. 


signment, or to spend too little time 
turning out for submission to 





tress Luise Rainer. 
Child actress 

















Margaret O’Brien a erent 
l , as ‘ P 
eres em | idea, and not enough for studios to 


jase by. There ot ge a tre 
STEIN WANTS TO HOUSE, mer, for azents to try to sell halt. 
MCA IN OWN N Y BLDC [tor a originals; then make a pitch 

e o e 


|for studios to sign their scribbling 
Jules C. Stein, chairman of the 








|a major addict. Judge Ganey said | 
ithe law would help her via cure | 
| providing she aided authorities in 
| tracking down sources of supply. 


U.S. Glamor Hits Paris 


By LUCETTE CARON 
Paris, May 28. 

| Rita Hayworth, Linda Darnell, 
Eleanor Parker, Lily Pons, Vivien 
, Leigh...Parisians are delighted to | 
; have them all here this week. Ex- | 
cept for Lily Pons, they did not. 
| know any of them. Their pictures 
, are on the front page of all the thin . 
| little Paris magazines: and big pos- 
| ters of their films—‘Gilda.” “Anna 
and the King of Siam.” “Waterloo | 
Bridge”’—decorate the Champs ‘i 
| sees. 
| Lily Pons was given the Legion of 
;Honor by the President of the 
French Republic, Vincent Auriol. 
She looked very girlish in a white 
hat and veil and white collar: and 
blushed when she was officially 
kissed on both cheeks by the smil- | 
ing President and had to make a 
speech in French. She sang at the 
Theatre des Champs Elysees May 
30th to SRO. " 

Rita "Mayworth is not too popular 

















with 1 Paris press. She never ap- 
pears *““‘me and does not like to 
talk to alists. One of them (a 
woman) woke to her in Spanish. 
| (Continued on page 55) { 


| few weeks to complete a deal for 


; son 


, away from the MCA offices in the | 
| Squibb bldg. 


, turers Trust Co., but deal failed to 


_Giacomo Lauri-Volpi at the Brussels 


|clients to come in and spend long 

|periods of time developing them. In 
board of Music Corp. of America,|other words, situation prevails 
is expected in New York within a 


where the monetary deal and not 
the quality of the story is the goal. 
Were writers to get in and really 
dig, with resultant good material, 
studios would be ready to pay high 
prices for them to come along for 
|further development of a yarn 
which was of sufficient calibre for 
a sale. 

Due to the fact that studios now 
jare making fewer pictures than 
|} formerly, stronger story material is 
;essential, and this calls for better 
, Originals. Bestseller and play mar- 
j ket is not wide enough for studios 
,to depend entirely upon these for 
| their yearly output—hence, originals 
;must be found which will round 
,out the season’s program. 

Raising of standards in stories is 
j} paralleled by the calibre of people 
|in studio story departments. During 
‘past two or three years, some of 
|the top publication editors have 
been brought out from the east to 
head story departments, where pre- 
| viously it was frequently the prac- 
| tice to install persons of less ability 
in these positions. Result is, that 
| these personalities are searching for 
j higher-quality original story ma- 
terial, and having hard time in fer- 
reting out yarns which would be 
basis for top production values 

This is main reason why studios 
have to comb book and play field 
so carefully, and take over proper- 
ties which have been proven through 
i audience reception, 


purchase of a building at 598 Madi- 
avenue. Purchase price of 
structure, at corner of 57th and 
Madison avenue, wasn’t disclosed. 
If deal is completed, Stein plans 
to consolidate MCA with Manage- 
ment Corp. of America, an MCA 
subsidiary, and the Leland Haywood 
offices. Latter two are located 





Prewar Stein was dickering for a 
structure occupied by the Manufac- 


jell because of $750,000 


purchase 
price. 





Anti-Fascists, Perhaps? 


Brussels, May 28., 


Recent of Italian tenor 


recital 
Palais des Beaux Arts was poorly at- 
tended, although critics raved about 
singer’s fine voice. “I am at loss to 
understand why so many people 
were not interested,” -wrote one re- 
viewer. Singer was important mem- 
ber of N. Y. Metropolitan in early 
30's. 

Lauri-Volpi, who came here from 
London, said that during the war he 
had sung in Spain, Portugal and at | 
La Scala in Milan. The Germans, he 
said, had twice invited him to ap- 
pear at cpera houses, but he had 
refused. 


a 
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SLAP RANK’S ANGLO-U.S. CARTEL 





The Un-American Way 


Show business knows too well the ways of publicity to gaze 
with other than a cold eye upon the Hollywood investigation by 
Congress’ Un-American Activities Committee. The newspapers 
also are aware of the score, but when they can fit “Hollywood 
Red Probe” into a page one head it means circulation. 


It blows up into quite a bawl 


neither a yard wide nor has it much wool. That’s because the 
Un-American Committee won’t lay it on the line by mentioning 


names. 


They say the picture business is full of Reds on the Hollywood 
end. Well, name ’em. There isn’t a studio that won’t help chase 
subversive elements off iis lot. Yet all this has been said again 
and again, hashed over again and again. 
again.” It has a familiar refrain. 


tures on him too? 


But. accusations as to Reds and Roosevelt are not the burnup. 
I.’s when they claim that Hollywood has turned out pictures 
detrimental to this Government. 


Smile when you say that, Mister, or name names. 
Name the sequence. Name the scene. 


Name the picture. 
Put up or shut up. 
It’s time. 


of yarn which, nevertheless, is 


That “again and 
Are they going to blame pic- 





MAY POSTPONE 
RED’ INQUIRY 
TILL FALL 


Washington, June 3. 

Full public hearings on Red in- 
fluences in Hollywood may not take 
place until fall, the House Un- 
American Activities Committee in- 
dicated last week as it prepared for 
the first stage of the hearings June 
16. At that time it expects to get 
into the case of composer Hans 
Eisler, brother of commy leader 
Gerhard Eisler. Eisler has been 
subpoenaed to show here as have 
several other Hollywood figures. 

The really big show, however, 
which would eall in 30 to 40 promi- 
nent industry figures, will not take 
place for weeks, or even months, 
because the committee wants plenty 
of time to prepare its case. 

The three-man subcommittee 
which conducted the probe in Holly- 

(Continued on page 22) 


ABBOTT & COSTELLO MAY 
DO ONE FOR REPUBLIC 


Bud Abbott and Lou Costello may 
do one feature for Republic this 
year, Rep prexy Herbert J. Yates 
mentioned at a board meeting last 
Thursday (29). Comedy duo’s con- 
tract with Universal-International 
gives them one outside picture a 
year. 

Rep is also putting up 30% of the 
money for “Red Pony,” which indie 
producer Charles K. Feldman is cur- 
rently producing on the Rep lot. 
Rep’s share of the budget actually 
constitutes a deferment on _ studio 
overhead, with Feldman providing 
the other 70%. Meet, according to 
a Rep spokesman, dealt mostly with 
routine business matters, with an- 
ticipated action on major policy 
changes being deferred until the 
next meet, slated for the end of 
June. 4 








SAG-Producers Powwows 
To Be Extended 30-60 Days 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Screen Actors Guild is expected 
to grant an extension of from 30 to 
60 days on its contract agreement 
with producers to permit completion 
of negotiations on the new pact. 
Present extension expires June 15 
and unlikely negotiations can be 
finished before mid-August. 

Understood that minor demands 
of actors have been agreed upon 
already but producers will continue 
to hold out for term contracts, as in 
the past, as well as rights on re- 
issues, radio and television. 





Sperling Re-Pacts Hyde 
Hollywood, June 3. 
Donald Hyde has inked pact for 
another year as veepee and general 
manager of Milton Sperling's United 
States pictures, 


Presnell, John Reinhardt 





Form New Indie Firm 
Hollywood, June 3 

New indie producing company has 

been organized by Robert Presnell, 


Sr., and John Reinhardt. Tagged 
Arpi Productions, it will concen- 


trate on low-budget features. 

Pair will co-produce, with Pres- | 
nell to write screenplays and Rein- 
hardt set to direct. Negotiations are 
on with Screen Guild for release, 
with most of financing already ar- 
ranged. Three scripts are ready, 
“Réhdezvous,” “Ambush” and 
“Strawhat,’ with producers owning 
option on the Dudley Nichols-Stuart 
Anthony play, “Come Angel Band.” 


Albert Warner, 
Kalmenson In 


Big Stock Deals 


Philadelphia, June 3. 

Two transactions in Warner Bros. 
common stock topped the movement 
of film securities during the past 
month, according to the Securities 
and Exchange Commission, 

Albert Warner acquired an addi- 
tional 4,000 shares ‘o make his total 
434,000. His trust reported holding 
21,000 shares. Benjamin Kalmenson, 
New York, unloaded 4,000 shares of 
Warners. 

Jack Cohn added 1,218 shares of 
Columbia common while his trusts 
acquired 666 more. Abraham Mon- 
tague purchased 222 shares; Abra- 

(Continued on page 20) 


MARCH TO PLAY LEAD 
IN ‘PULITZER PRIZE’ 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Negotiations for “The Pulitzer 
Prize,” original screenplay by Geza 
Herczeg, are nearing a close, with 
Columbia the top bidder. Deal is 
on for Fredric March to play the 
leading role. Robert Oakley agency 
is representing Herczeg, and Music 
Corp. of America is_ handling 
March’s end. 

Story deals with crusading jour- 
nalist Joseph Pulitzer, Herczeg’s 
first screenplay in nine years. 
March is lending a hand with the 
screenplay in New York, where he 
just finished a run in “Years Ago.’* 
Columbia plans making it afier| 
March winds up a commitment for a 
picture with RKO. 


Jackson Whodunit 
Bought by Metro 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Metro bought “The Murder Mys- 
tery,” whodunit with psychological 
twist by Charles Jackson, from 70- 
page treatment. Yarn will be pub- 
lished as a novel in the fall. 

Studio is now repping for an 
early filming with Irving Lazar, to 
whom Jackson first sold the story, 


. 











BYRNES ONCE 





as associate producer. 





‘UA PRODS. MULL 
PLEA TOD. OF J. 


By ABEL GREEN 


J. Arthur Rank’s_ theatres 
England, in an accented ee | 
to woo U. S. dollar exchange, are 
accidentally or otherwise, accord- 
ing to trade-wise observers, favor- | 
ing Rank-affiliated film product, to 
the detriment of non-theatre-own- | 
ing U. S. producer-distributors such 
as United Artists, Columbia, Repub- 
lic and Monogram. This may blow 
the top off the U. S. anti-trust suit, 
particularly as regards the theatre 
divorcement phase. The Justice 
Dept., it is reported, may be pre- 
sented shortly with complaints from 
so-called Little 3 producers that this 
claimed “cartel system” is working 
to their detriment. 

A 











Par Sets Dodie Smith 


To Develop James Yarn 
Hollywood, June 3. 
set British playwright 


in 


Paramount 
Dodie Smith 
“Portrait of 
Novel. 
filming 


to develop treatment of 


a Lady,” from Henry 
James 
Fall skedded, 


Brackett producing. 


Belgians Sweet 
On Yanks Co-Op 


is Charles 


| 





number of UA producers no- 


tably have been incensed by the un- | 











official embargo on their produc | At Brussels Fet 
Their sales representatives have | | 
merely been told that there jus st | 
doesn’t seem to be room for any Brussels, June 3. | 
(Continued on page 20) Formal opening here yesterday 
| (Monday ) of the U. S. information 
| center was a terrific success, deeply 


impressing the Belgians with the fact 
that Americans are cooperating in | 
earnest with the International Film | 
| Festival. | 
Speeches were delivered by festi- 
val boss Van Hecke, festival prexy | 
Pierre Vermeylen, who’s minister of 
the interior, former premier Paul 
Van Zeeland and Col. Frank Mc- 
Carthy, Motion Picture Assn.’s Euro- 
pean manager, All phases of the 
opening were handled in good | 
(Continued on page 20) 


BEFORE REPPED 
PIC INDUSTRY 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Former Secretary James F. Byrnes 
has joined the Motion Picture Assn. 
as counsel on industry matters, ac- 
cording to announcement by Eric 





Nelson to Discuss 
Economic Post In 








firms a VARIETY report on May 7. 
Previous attempt two years ago to 
get Brynes to join the motion pic- 
ture industry was 
President Truman. Twenty years 
ago, however, Byrnes, then a lawyer 
in Spartanburg,, N. C., did a job for 


Mex With Aleman 


Hollywood, June 3. 


Donald Nelson, head of the So-| 
ciety of Independent Motion Picture | 
Producers, goes to Mexico City, 
Will Hays in helping to kill a state | June 15, for two or three-week hud- 
censorship Dill directed against the | dles on assuming post as economic 
film industry. | adviser to President Miguel Aleman. 

"In July, 1945, then a Supreme He'll be accompanied by Francis 
Court Justice, Byrnes was offered a; Alstock, formerly coordinator of 
post as head of the Motion Picture | inter-American affairs and a close 
Export Assn. by ~ Hays. Truman | friend of Aleman, .and Leo Morrison, 
asked Hays to withdraw the offer as | associate of both Nelson and Al- 
he wanted Byrnes to succeed Ed- | stock. 
ward Stettinius as Secretary of| Nelson has been working closely 
State. Previous offer was understood | with President Truman and the 
to be $75,000. Announcement yester- | State Dept. on deal with President 
day (2) did not mention salary, but | Aleman, and it’s not likely that any 


Johnston, MPA prexy, which ot 
frustrated by | 

| 

| 


it is reported the same as previously | announcements of whether or not 
made, he’ll continue with SIMPP will be 
Byrnes’ background as a world | forthcoming until after the Mexico 


(Continued on page 20) meetings. 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Decoration Day Crowds Boost Biz—‘Carrolls,’ ‘Duel,’ 
‘Egg,’ ‘Barbaree,’ ‘Yearling’ Pace Big 10 


| stretch” has moved up into the big 
money list. Same is true of “Honey- 
moon.” “Ramrod,” which places | 


Long Decoration Day weekend is 
giving biz a shot in the arm cur- 
rently in nearly every key city, with | 





the overall total in keys covered by | eighth in the Big 10 class, is pacing 
Variety greatest in several weeks. | Louisville and showing unusual 
Current week witnessed “Two Mrs. | strength in Boston. Among new- 
Carrolls” (WB) forging ahead of | comers, “Moss Rose” which landed 


“Duel in Sun” 


(SRO) to land first |in runner-up coin, is leader in Los 
coin. This is the first time in four | Angeles. It shapes up so well on the 
weeks that “Duel” has not wound up | basis of playing four houses there | 
in first slot. | and one in Baltimore. 
“Duel” finished only slightly ahead | Although playing only in N. Y., | 
of “Egg and I” (U) which continues | “Possessed” (WB) is showing such 
racking up great grosses wherever | sock possibilities there that it’s 
opening. However, “Egg” currently | counted on already as a future strong | 
is not playing its initial weeks in | winner. Another new picture, “Great 
many keys but the sheer weight of | Expectations” (U) is soaring to a 
nine playdates plus a terrific $76,000 | great $140,000 in second week at the 
being registered in Chicago is ena- | N. Y. Music Hall. “Cheyenne” (WB), 
bling it to stay so high in rankings. | while disappointing in St. Louis, is 
Other leaders in Big 10, in order | fairly stout at $21,000 in Denver. 


of money done and playdates, are “Copacabana” (UA), which had its 
“High Barbaree” (M-G), “Yearling’’; N. Y. opening moved back several 
(M-G), “Calcutta” (Par), “Home- | weeks, is lofty $20,000 in Detroit. 
stretch” (20th), “Ramrod” (UA),| “Framed” (Col) is doing nicely in || 


N. Y. and San Francisco. | 

“Happened on Fifth Ave.” (Mono), | 
which opens in N. Y. next week, 
shapes as sturdy in Providence | 
“Sea Wolf’—“Sea Hawk” (WB) (re- | currently. | 
issues) and “Imperfect Lady” (Par).| (Complete Bozxoffice Reports om | 

This is the first stanza that “Home- | Pages 13-15) ' 


“Honeymoon” (RKO) and “Farmer's 
Daughter’’ (RKO). Runners-up, | 
showing less than $73,000, are “Moss | 
Rose” (20th), “Odd Man Out” (U), 


| 
| 
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\Par Pledges More Bookings for Rank 
But Indie Circuits Still Skeptical 


4 Paramount’s theatre circuits and 
those of its partners will extend 
greater playing time in the future to 
' British fil ms, Barney Balaban, Par's 
prexy, said this week. Company 
|head, along with Leonard Golden- 
son, Par’s veepee in charge of the- 
{atres, met with John Davis, chief 
aide to J. Arthur Rank, and Robert 
Benjamin, prexy of Rank’'s U. S. or- 


to tal’: over the problem 
last week. Balaban declared, follow- 
ing the meet, that he had no doubt 
Par’s partners would do their best to 
book the Anglo pix but stressed the 
fact that the parent organization 
could not dictate the partners’ poli- 
cies, 

Rank’s emissaries emerged from 
the huddle equally certain that 
Paramount would stretch its book- 
ings. Balaban had vifered “every co- 
operation,” Benjamin declared, and 
the Rank officials were more than 
satisfied with the meet’s results. All 
Paramount’s partners, according to 
| Benjamin, had agreed to play British 
| films as result of Balaban’s plea for 
a better break during the recent 
Arrowhead Springs confab. Robert 


yanization, 


Wilby, one of Par’s southern part- 
ners, had pledged that support in 
behalf of his confreres after the 


Balaban speech, Benjamin said. 
“There isn’t any question of U. S. 
exhibitors booking British films, 
once they click in opening runs,” 

(Continued on page 22) 


RANK’ 5 OLIVE-BRANCH 
ENCORE ON THE COAST 


Hollywood, June 3. 


J. Arthur Rank did a repeat per- 
formance on his mass New York in- 
terview when he, along with Robert 
R. Young, railroader who heads 
Pathe Industries, was introed to the 
local press by Eric Johnston, Motion 
Picture Assn. pfexy. As in the 
east, only the Dove of Peace was 
apparent with Rank telling the as- 
semblage that “the British motion 
picture industry wants friendly co- 
operation instead of economic war." 
Young again stressed the need for 
free foreign trade as the best way 
to stamp out economic distress 
throughout the world. 

With Rank and Young, film big- 
gies J. Cheever Cowdin, Nate Blum- 
berg, Bill Goetz, Arthur Krim, Ken- 
neth Young and Aubrey Schenck 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Nebenzal Hits MPEA Melon-Cutting 
Setup; Sees Indie Producer. Hurt 





Sharply attacking the Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn.’s complicated 
method of divvying its foreign reve- 
nue melon, independent United Art- 
ists’ producer Seymour Nebenzal de- 
elared last Thursday (29) at a press 
confab that it would be better to 
divide profits on the basis that 
“every picture should get what it 
earns.” He claimed the present set- 
up doesn’t click for indie producers, 

In certain countries, where you 
face “dictatorship,” Nebenzal said 
that he felt its better to be repre- 
sented by a group. However, he 
indicated that there’s a decided lack 
of MPEA solidarity by offering the 
estimate that since the MPEA’s in- 
ception well over 100 films have 
been sold outside the organization. 
Budd Rogers, producer’s east coast 
rep, also emphasized this point with 
the statement that David O. Selz- 
nick, Hunt Stromberg, Howard 
Hughes and Edward Small all had 
closed deals with Holland’s exhib 
group, the Bioscoop Bond, after the 
MPEA had inked its own agreement 
there. 

Nebenzal said he didn’t think pro- 
@uction costs have reached their 
peak. Retroactive labor pacts make 
it difficult, he said, to work out in- 
dividual film costs. He noted that 
his present UA program calls for 
five pictures to be delivered within 
dwo years on an overall budget of 
$7,000,000. 


- Nebenzal painted a dark picture 
for the independent producer. More 
and more of the indies will dis- 
appear, he said, because they’re find- 
ing it difficult to obtain financing 
from the banks. And it’s only 
matural that they'll seek the ad- 
vantages of deals with the larger 
companies, he said. Of his own cur- 
rent films, the producer noted that 
“Heaven Only Knows” is slated for 
August release while “Atlantis” will 
follow in September. 


“Heaven” is the first of Nebenzal’s 
five films under the UA pact. 

Skeptical about the value of the 
current vogue toward foreign pro- 
duction units, Nebenzal said he had 
ho intention of participating in for- 
eien. filmmaking. 

Producer has since returned to the 
Coast. 


MPEA Refutes Nebenzal 
With $250,000 Repayment 


Charges by Seymour Nebenzal 
that the Motion Picture Export Assn. 
doesn’t benefit indie producers 
brought forth a disclosure from the 
MPEA this week that the organiza- 
tion has already repaid its original 
Joan to all member-companies. Loan, 
paid back several weeks ago, totaled 
$250,000. MPEA’s financial position is 
now strong, and the next checks re- 
mitted to members will constitute 
profits on the operation. 

Nebenzal, according to MPEA of- 
ficials, apparently spoke _ before 
learning that the organization “had 
returned its’ initial investment. 
Whether Nehbenzal received a cut of 
that money is not known, the MPEA 
spokesmen said, since it’s not known 
how United Artists, which rcleases 
the producer's films, split the money 
among its producers. It makes no 
difference, it was pointed out, 
whether Nebenzal’s films or the 
product of some other company was 
distributed, since all member com- 
panies get the same division of re- 
ceipts under the formula established 
when MPEA was first set up. 

™n answer to Nebenzal’s charges, 
MPEA officials declared that the or- 
ganization had proved of great bene- 
fit to indie producers, especially in 
those countries with severe restric- 
tions on the number of U. S. films 

th t can be shown. Without the 
MPFEA, it was pointed out, the in- 
dies would be forced to compete 
in the open market for the limited 
amount of playing time available 
and might find the going pretty 
rough. Those indies who operate 
abroad without the MPEA have done 
so to obtain quicker liquidation of 
their product. In the long run. how- 
ever, theyll be no further ahead 
than MPEA members, the organiza- 
tion’s spokesmen declared. 

Most of the revenue collected by 
the. MPEA to date has come from 
Holland and Czechoslovakia in the 
way of gold payments. Other 11 
countries which the organization 





services are'able to remit payments | 


only to a vefy limited extent be- 
cause of their acute shortage of dol- 
lar exchange. 


May Whitty for ‘Ram’ 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Dame May Whitty has been set for 
one of top roles in Irving Cummings’ 
“Sign of the Ram,” for Columbia re- 
lease. 
Peggy Ann Garner is to move 














over on loanout deal from 20th-Fox 
for same picture. Susan Peters | 
stars. 


Indies Ponder If US. Tax 
Cut May Not Eventually 
Open More Local Levies 


With possible rollback of the 20% 
Federal tax bite on film thea- 
tre admissions to their pre-war 
level, being considered by the House 
Ways and Means Committee, oddly 
enough such downward revision is 
being viewed with anxiety by some 
exhib groups. They feel that if the 
current tax tap is lowered it may 
open the doors to local tax legisla- 
tion which, in the final analysis, may 
be even heavier than the present 








GEORGE GIVOT 


Harry Crocker, Los Angeles Ex- 


aminer says: “I predict a sensation 
when George Givot sings in con- 
Ge. es 
Personal Management: 
HARRY BESTRY 








Seek to Drop 20%, 
For Kid Fans And 





Federal impost. 

Reflecting the exhibs’ dilemma. is | 
the current bulletin of Allied Rocky 
Mountain Independent Theatres, 
which points out that “if we, as a} 
unit, working with National Allied, | 
should ask for a decrease in the | 
Federal tax we will undoubtedly be 
asked by the Government: ‘If a de- 
crease in the tax is given, will you 
as an exhibitor pass this saving 
along to your patrons?’ 

“If we answer that question,” 
Rocky Mountain Allied says, “by an- 
swering ‘yes,’ we will have to do ex- 
actly as we say. But if on the other 
hand we do not intend to pass the 
saving along to the patrons the atti- 
tude of the Government will prob- 
ably be: ‘Well, why decrease the 
tax if the public is not going to get 
the advantage of it?’” 

Attempting to clarify the situation 
Rocky Mountain Allied is quizzing 
its members on 1. whether they feel 
that National Allied should take a 
stand in favor of an immediate 
Federal admission tax reduction and 
plan a campaign accordingly; 2. NA 
should submit memorandum in favor 
of a reduction for future reference 
without passing for action at this 
time; 3. NA should take no action 
on this matter. 

New Jersey Allied’s prexy Ed- 
ward Lachman on Monday (2) de- 
clined to comment on his organiza- 
tion’s attitude toward the proposed 
admission cut. He pointed out that 
the group would be represented at 
Washington hearings by National Al- 
lied counsel Abram F. Myers. New 
Jersey Allied, incidentally, recently 
emerged victorious in preventing a 
local New Jersey admission tax 
measure from becoming statewide. 





Low-Priced Nabes 


Taking the cue from the House 
Ways and Means Committee hearings 
last week, the film industry will 
draft a comprehensive tax plan in 
the hope that it will supplant the 
blanket 20% Federal bite now in 
force. New schedule, which is be® 
ing drawn on hint of the Federal 
solons, will be proffered to the Com- 
mittee within the next month as the 
industry’s idea of a fair scaling down 
of rates. 

Almost certain to be included is a 
clause which would exempt all chil- 
dren’s admissions from any tax 
charge. Exhibs have been claiming 
for some time that the levy on mop- 
pets’ tickets has been a stronger de- 
tracting factor than with adults bet- 
ter able to meet the charges. Also 
being considered is a proviso which 
would start the tax running above a 
minimum so as to free low-price 
nabes from the nick. 


Exhib leaders are talking a retreat 
to the pre-war rates of 10% as the 
basic charge. House Committee sug- 
gestion which started the move was 
dropped while Ted Gamble, American 
Theatres Assn, board chairman, was 
making a piteh for a cutback in 
taxes. Consequently, ATA is front- 
ing for the plan. 

Joseph R. Vogel, theatre head of 
Loew's; Malcolm Kingsburg, RKO’s 
top theatre man; Fred Schwartz, 
topper in Century Circuit, and other 
theatre execs will be invited to join 
in drafting the new plan. While 
ATA admits there’s no great hope 





Power’s South-of-Border 
Trip Powers Reissues 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Reissues of Tyrone Power star- 


America as a result of his aerial 
vacation in that sector. No less 
than 13 of his old films are screening 


on the southern continent, with 10 
in Rio de Janeire alone. 
Currently on exhibition are 


“Lloyds of London,”’,” “In Old Chi- 
cago,” “Second Honeymoon,” “Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band.” “Suez.” 
“Jesse James,” “The Rains Came.” 
“Cay-Time Wife,” “The Mark of 
Zorro,” “Blood and Sand.” 
Fury,” “The Razor's 
Black Swan.” 


Edge” and “The 








In its 39-week report for the fiscal | 
| period ending March 29, Monogram | 
| Picture Corp. rolled up consolidated 


jmet profits of $414,042 after all 
{charges but before provision for 
Federal income _ taxes. Earnings 


| compares with $511,176 for the same 
period last year. After deducting 
Federal taxes, consolidated net prof- 
_ its reached $260,991 or about $12,000 | 
more than last year’s equivalent 39 
weeks. 
| Report, issued 
prexy Steve Broidy, pointed out 
that Mono’s subsid, Allied Artists | 
which was set up to handle produc- | 
tion and distribution of high-budg- | 
| eters, has five films completed and 
_ awaiting release. First of the slate. 
|Roy del Ruth’s “It Happened on 
| Fifth Avenue,’ opens at the Rivoli, 


by Monogram | 


IN. Y., soon, i 


rers are popping up all over South | 


“Son of , D 


| Also participating in 


Mono’s $260,991 Net | ores a tent ee 


that Congress will act during the 
| present session, there’s a strong feel- 
| ing that the new schedule will be 
| 0.0.d in the meantime and come up 
,for action early in the next session. 





Broidy Setting Canadian 
- Mono Franchise Renewal 


| Renewal of Monogram’s Canadian 
| franchise, held by J. Arthur Rank’s 
| Monogram Pictures 9f Canada, Ltd., 
,is imminent, according to Mono 
prexy Steve Broidy who's been 
huddling for the past week with 
Rank’s managing director John 
avis and J. Earl Lawson, head of 
Odeon Theatres of Canada, Ltd. 
the confer- 


well as Oscar Hanson, Canadian 
Monogram’s general manager. 
Broidy disclosed last week that 
nothing would be in production at 
the Mono studio after Monday (2) 
except a few weSterns. Pointing out 
that the company had a substantial 
film backlog, production chief said 


| the firm had some 10 pictures on 


this year's program ready for re- 
lease while three have been com- 
pleted on next year’s program. 


Mono does not plan to space out 


| its releases to tide it over while the 


studio’s shutdown, Broidy declared, 
but will stick to the regular release 
schedule. Following consummation 
of the Canadian franchise renewal 
he returns to the Coast but is due 


, back in August to sail for England 


for conferences with W. Ray John- 
ston who's already abroad. 


——e 


Exhibitors Left to Bear the Brunt 
Of Pix Try to Reduce 20% Tax 


Washington, June 3. 

Film industry has been making 
less than an all-out drive to get 
its 20% admissions tax reduced, in 
presentations before the House 
Ways and Means Committee, which 
is considering “hardship” cases in 
the excise brackets, with a view 
toward reducing some of these war- 
time levies next year. 

Pictures, which have the biggest 
stake in the deal, have left their 
pitch strictly up to the exhibitors 
and with only two witnesses have 
apparently concluded their  pres- 
entation of why the bite should be 
cut for the theatres. Although the 
Motion Picture Assn. _ originally 
listed Eric Johnston to speak, the 
Assn. contented itself with an ob- 
server or two on hand for the hear- 
ing last Thursday (29). Not even 
a brief was introduced, hardly giv- 
ing the exhibitors an impression 


that the studios and distributors 
are at all interested in their Fed- 
eral tax headache. 


The industry case last week was 
offered by Ted R. Gambie, chair- 
man of the board of American 
Theatres Assn., and Julian Brylaw- 
ski, of Warner Bros., vicepresident 
of Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of America, who appeared in the 
absence of Herman N, Levy, gen- 
eral counsel for the association. No 
presentation was made by any 
other exhibitor association or by 
unaffiliated theatres. 

In addition, A. B. McSwigan, of 
Pittsburgh, president of the Nation- 
al Assn. of Amusement Parks, Pools 
and Beaches, asked a return to the 
old 10% admissions tax for those 
places. 

Gamble declared that theatre 
business is off from 15 to 35%, and 
warned that tax reduction was 
necessary to restore it. 

“Theatre. business thrived during 
the war years,” he said. “The last 
few months’ however, have seen 
business decreases ranging from 
15% to 35%, and any corrective ac- 
tion by way of tax reduction would 
be constructive and timely. The 
20% tax on admissions is a contin- 
uing threat to this most sensitive 
business and could become, in a 
short period of business recession, 
the proximate cause of business 
failure. 

“The 20% admissions tax is dis- 
criminatory legislation in that it is 
tantamount to a 20% gross sales 
tax and forces the motion picture 
industry that bears it to compete 
with other industries under an un- 
fair handicap. With the exception 
of a downward revision in personal 
income taxes, there is no tax re- 
duction that would be so popular 
with so many people as elimination 
of the 20% admission tax on movie 
tickets. 

“The warrant for admissions 
taxes presupposes that motion 
pictures are a luxury like furs and 
jewelry, or a near-vice like night- 
clubs and racetracks. This suppo- 
sition is untenable. The over- 
whelming bulk of movie patrons is 
made up of low income groups and 
children. To tax this group is to 
violate the modern theory of grad- 
uated taxation, in that to tax them 
is to tax those who are least able 
to pay.” 

Brylawski Talks Up 


Asserting that MPTOA speaks 
for about half of the 16,000 theatres 
in the U. S., Brylawski told the 
committee: 

“Please understand that this is not 
a tax on the producers of motion 
pictures nor on Hollywood salaries: 
it is a tax on the motion picture 
theatres, and the theatre patrons and 
on the boxoffice receipts of every 
theatre, taken out before any of the 
gross receipts can be used by the 
theatre owner for payroll, film 
rental, or operating expenses. Only 
indirectly can it affect the producers 
and distributors of the films used by 
the theatres. 














“There is good reason to doubt 
that the tax on admissions is at all 
passed on to the public, and there is 
strong evidence that one of it is actu- 
ally passed on. At least a large part 
of this tax comes out of the gross 
sales of the theatre, no matter how 
you figure it, before the theatre 
owner can meet his payroll and op- 
erating expenses. 

“Classifying attendance at motion 
picture theatres as luxury spending. 
in the same category as spending for 
expensive furs, jewelry, and liquor, 
is an arbitrary conclusion not sup- 
ported by the facts. The great mass 
of motion picture patrons are the 
low-salaried working people who 





find in the medium of the motion 


picture an economical means of 
mass entertainment and enlighte;)- 


ment, . 

“They are not organized, and as 
such are inarticulate with no author. 
ized spokesman to protest or pre. 
sent their views here, but neverthe-. 
less, they have spoken to us in no 
uncertain terms—at the boxoffice— 
which is our barometer and our vot- 
ing place. Theatre admissions are 
off—now 10% to 30%. The honev. 
moon is over, the war-swollen cities 
and industries are returning to nor- 
mal. The theatre owners of the 
country need relief from these excise 
taxes now so that business and em- 
ployment may return to a 
and livable level.” 

McSwigan, speaking for the amuse- 
ment park operators, declared: 

“Ours is an industry of individual 
owners, witheut holding eompany 
domination and direction, and we 
respectfully address ourselves to you 
and your committee for furtherance 
in the reduction of the present heavy 
admission tax. May we suggest for 
your consideration the emplacement 
of an excise tax on outdoor amuse- 
ment parks, pools and beaches, for a 
trial period during the advancing 
taxable years of 1947 and 1948, of le 


normal 


tax on each 10c admission, or major 


fraction thereof, if the admission 
price is in excess of 20c. This would 
produce a sizeable income to the 
government, and at the same time 
exclude from taxation, in the use of 
the simpler forms of healthful, out- 
door amusement devices, children 
and young people and section of the 
underpaid white collar class.” 


REELECT EDD RUSSELL 
PREZ OF EXTRAS GUILD 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Edd X Russell was renewed as 
president of the Screen Extras Guild 
at-the annual election. 

Others returned to office for the 
next year were Dick Gordon, first 
véeepee; Dulce Daye, second veepee; 
Franklyn Farnum, third veepee: Doc 
Evans, recording secretary, and Jef- 
frey Sayre, treasurer. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Constance Bennett 
Ralph Berger 

Bill Burlingame 
Saul Chaplin 
Zanah Cunningham 
Roy Disney 

John Ford 

Ava Gardner 
Herb Golden 

Bill Goodwin 
Freeman Gosden 
Joe Gramby 

Mark Hellinger 
Paul Hollister 
-Johnny Johnstone 
Allan Jones 

Jesse Kaye 
Robert Z. Leonard 
Ruth McGough 
Catherine MeLeod 
Arthur Murray 
Pat O’Brien 
William Perlberg 
Roman Pines 

N. Peter Rathvon 
Hal Roach, Jr. 
Frank Rosenberg 
William Saal 
Ralph Samuelson 
Lou Shapiro 

Cliff Stein 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Robert Benjamin 
Jack Benny 
Steve Broidy 
Ernest Cossart 
Valerie Cossart 
James J. Geller 
Phil Harris 
Marjorie Kane 
Jack Kapp 
Robert Kintner 
Carl Leserman 
Harold Mirisch 
Mildred Natwick 
Anna Neagle 
Marjorie Reynolds 
Steve Slesinger 
Rosalind I. Van 
Herbert Wilcox 
Bretaigne Windust 


N. Y. to Europe 
Audrey Christie 
Reg Connally 
Dario 
Alfred De Liagre, Jr. 
Betty Doyle 
Billy See 
Jacques See 
Margaret Sullavan 
John van Druten 
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BIDS SET SALES POLICIES ON EA 





Ted O'Shea to Bear Down on Selling 


Paramount's More Expensive Items 


is being mapped by¢ 
Paramount with the blessings of 
Barney Balaban, Par’s 
both the sale and exploitation of the | 
company’s heavy-budget pix. Novel | 
technique kicks off within two to! 
three weeks when Ted O’Shea, for- | 
mer sales manager for Liberty Pics 
which Par recently acquired, moves | 
over to direct the operations under 

Charles M. Reagan, Par’s sales | 
veepee. In a parallel move which} 
aims to coordinate publicity with the | 
selling method, Mort Nathanson, | 
Liberty’s eastern pub-ad chief, has 

been tagged by Curtis Mitchell, Par’ s| 
pub-ad head, to supervise the ex-| 
ploitation end as special publicity | 
and exploitation director. 

With some $50,000,000 of the com- 
pany’s cash planked into 12 top pix, 
scheme was hit upon to push the 
expensive product. That's all the 
more urgent because Par is releasing 
the films during a session of dwind- 
ling business, O’Shea’s job will be 
to handle the selling end of each 
big film from the time it. first goes 
into the can until the pic has been 
thoroughly milked while Nathan- 
son has the exploitation chores. 

Concentrating only on one pic at a 
time, the new Paramount exec will 
line up a cross-section of test en- 
gagements for each film to probe 


(Continued on page 49) 


RKO’s Air Disk Series 
On ‘Long Night’ Bally 
Technique for Preems 


Hollywood, June 8. 


RKO’s forthcoming “The Long 
Night” is being put on transcription 
in a specially-treated dramatic form 
for use on radio stations as advance 
ballyhoo for premieres. 

Series of six quarter-hour disks, 
composed of film dialog, lines spe- 
cially written for the ether, plus 
original new music, will have stars 
of the film in leading roles on wax 
also. Henry Fonda, Vincent Price, 
Barbara Bel Geddes and Ann 
Dvorak are being used in the dra- 
matic series, which Don Thompson 
wrote and is producing under the 
supervision of Terry Turner, visit- 
ing RKO exploitation chief. Dick 
Aurandt wrote the original score 
and is conducting an _  18-piece 
orchestra backgrounding the narra- 
tion and dramaties. 

Studio has kept the idea under 
wraps while quietly making platters 
at International Recordings. It will 
use them six nights running preced- 
ing preems in key cities. Initial 
usage will be in Boston for the spe- 
cial 200 theatre preem late this 
month, 


STARS SOUTH OF BORDER 
ON MEX CHARITY TREK: 


Hollywood, June 3. 


Hollywood sent a good neighbor 
expedition to Mexico City for a 
four-day charity festival for the 
benefit of underprivileged children, 
sponsored by the Mexican govern- 
ment. 

In the party were Ann Blyth, 
Joan Caulfield, Gloria De Haven, 
Brian Donlevy, Betty Garrett, Jane 
Greer, Danny Kaye, Dorothy Ma- 
lone, Virginia Mayo, Marie McDon- 
ald, Ann Miller, Cathy O'Donnell, 
Larry Parks, John Payne, Olga San 
Juan, Alexis Smith, Craig Stevens 
and Robert Walker. 


New Indie Specializes In 


New system 














Oaters; to Film in Texas 


Hollywood, June 3. 


Western Adventure Productions 
Corp., new indie outfit specializing | 
in oaters, was formed here by Paul | 
Willet with a program calling for | 
six pictures annually. Films will be 
shot in San Antonio. 

Officials of the company include | 
John Mangham, John Franconi and | 
J. Francis White, Jr., all holders of | 
Screen Guild franchises. 


| Malibu 





prexy, Rod PRC Rents Studio 


For Oater Filming 
Hollywood, June 3. 
PRC closed a long-term rental 
deal on the Highland Studio, to be 
used for interior filming of west- 
erns, Starting this week with “Re- 
turn of the Lash.” 





Studio is a reconverted war plant | 


|in the heart of Hollywood, with one 
sound stage. Lease was taken over 
from Filmusic, Inc. 


USeraps Special 
Field Staffers 


For British Pix 


Universal has junked its system of 
special field handling for J. Arthur 
Rank pix and will henceforth book 
the British product through com- 
pany exchanges in the same man- 
ner as its Hollywood films. In a 
sudden move last week, which close- 
ly followed Rank’s arrival in the 
U. S., company let out four of its 
five field reps and discontinued the 
system. Fifth staffer, Jules Weil, 
was switched back to the Prestige 
unit of Universal. 

Action was reportedly taken for 
two reasons. U found the technique 
of having field men peddle the pix 
separately from the exchanges un- 
workable because considerable toe- 
stepping developed and _ resultant 
friction between the two forces. 
Additionally, while Rank’s pix did 
well in certain keys, U found that 
the field men were unable to push 





sales in the hinterlands to a suf- 
ficient degree. 
William Hc neman, Rank’s sales 


head, and Bernard Kranze, his top 
aide, will push the big circuit deals 
but the smaller bookings will now 
be the concern of the exchanges. 
At the outset of organizing the Rank 
unit of Universal, Heineman planned 
12 to 20 field men but never wid- 
ened his personnel beyond the quin- 
tet named. 


DOS to Repeat ‘Duel’ 
Multiple Run System 
On ‘Paradine Case’ 


Hollywood, June 3. 

David O. Selznick’s multiplesarun 
system, employed in the showing of 
“Duel in the Sun,” will be repeated 
on “The Paradine Case,” to be re- 
leased in autumn. 

Total of 300 prints will be re- 
leased simultaneously, as in the case 
with “Duel,” but Selznick repre- 
sentatives figure the job will be 
easier. “Paradine”’ is a black-and- 
white production, while “Duel” was 
in Technicolor, which required more 
time for processing. 








Prof. Gessner’s Summer 


Film Courses at USC 


Robert Gessner, prof. of motion 
pictures at New York University, 
heads for the Coast this week to 
conduct a special 6-week summer 
course at the University of South- 
ern California on pix. While west 
Prof. Gessner will also line up con- 
tributing authors for a textbook on 
“The History and Technique of the 
Motion Picture” since there is no 
such schoolbook available. With 
NYU and USC already having film 
courses, and Columbia University 
and other campuses planning same, 
the need for such a book is urgent. 

Gessner is also a_ practical 
scenarist having scripted for War- 
ner Bros.. among others. While 
west he will occupy Lester Cohen’s 
Beach house and work on 
his novel. “Our Bed Is Green,” 
which Simon & Schuster will pub- 
lish although Harpers has been 


| Gessner’ s publisher until now. 


have, more than once, grabbed off 











‘START FEUDS : 
AMONG MAJORS 





Competitive selling, limited vengae' h 1 | 
it is under the decree’s stay, 
scrambling the distribution setup to | 
a point of unprecedented fiux. 
Plethora of backbiting among the 
majors is now under way with more | 
than one affiliate chain losing out on 
what was previously assured prod. | 
uct. Result has been a rising mer- 
cury on tempers of both theatre and | 
distribution execs and the threat of | 
reprisals by one major against an- 
other. 

Things are such that one exhib 
leader last week expressed his re- 
action and that of his confreres. as 
one of “utter amazement at what’s 


going on.” “When we see the sort of 
deals that are 


being put through 
now,” he added, 


“we feel as though 
we're standing on our ears. Never 
before has the industry seen the 
unpredictable and inexplicable book- 
ings that have been made recently.” 

Other indie exhibs and officials 
of theatre units seconded the senti- 
ment in one way or another. It’s 
not only that majors are selling 
away from old customers in a flock 
of instances, even when the theatre 
is an affiliate, but that small houses 


choice product from under the noses 
of the plush showcases. Whether it’s 
been because the larger theatre has 
been unwilling to meet terms de- 
manded or for some more obscure 
reason has exhibs wondering. 

Cited as an example is the recent 


(Continued on page 47) 


Philly’s Wide-Open 
Bidding for Films 


Philadelphia, June 3. 











The Fox theatre, showcase for 
20th-Fox here, which traditionally 
limited its bookings to  first-run 
product from the home studio, has 
notified all major distribs that it 
wants a chance to bid for their films. 
Dwindling biz is behind the move. 
Tapering of extended runs caused a 
dearth of first-run 20th product and 
the house was unable to fill its play- 
ing time with 52 weeks of its own 
company’s pix. 

With the Fox in the arena, four 
operators are now vying for opening 
weeks on films. Other three are the 
Warner Bros. chain, the Goldman 
theatre and Pix theatre... Decree 
governing Philly, result of the Gold- 
man anti-trust suit, requires pix to 
be peddled competitively in this 
locale. 


ENTERPRISE’S 8-WEEK 
SHUTDOWN; 5 IN 46-47 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Paralleling announcements of a 
production cutback from six to five 
pix for 1946-47, Enterprise is elmi- 
nating all departments at its studio 
with exception of a skeleton staff. 
Axe will fali when Harry Sherman's 
“They Passed This Way” winds up 
in the middle of this month. All 
hands will get about an eight-week 
layoff until production resumes in 
September. 

With “Passed This Way” winding 
up 1946-47 fiscal year as the fifth 
production instead of the six origi- 
nally planned, Enterprise announces 
a total of six features for the 1947-48 
season. Next year's output will in- 
clude “Proud Destiny,” by Lion | 
Feuchtwanger, to be produced-di- | 
rected by Lewis Milestone; David | 
Lewis’ production of ‘Pursuit of | 
Love;” Ginger Rogers’ “Wild Calen- | 
dar;” Bulwer-Lytton’s “The Passion | 
of Eugene Aram,” Ladislas Fodor's 
“Cairo Incident,” and an _ untitled 
film set as a Barbara Stanwyck 
starrer. 














Curtsy to Rank 
Vancouver, June 3. 
J. Arthur Rank arrived here 
last week, and to bring attention 
to his visit all the major houses 
in town played “J. Arthur Rank 
Presents” pictures. 





Metro Plans $125,000,000 Outlay For 
10-Year Production Sked in England 





Metro Sets Montalban 
As Iturbi’s ‘Only S 


Hollywood, June : 
Metro’s latest pitch for the Latin- 


| American market is “His Only Son,” 

in which Jose Iturbi and -Ricardo 
Montalban will play father and son 
roles. 


Joe Pasternak will produce the 


| picture, slated to start in September } 


when Iturbi returns from his con- 
cert tour. 





British Waste 


No Time Aiding 


German Films’ 


Washington, June 3. 

British are wasting no time in 
getting the German film industry in 
their zone of occupation reactivated, 
according to a British report on the 
subject released last week by the 
War Department’s Civil Affairs 
Division. The U.S. Army has ap- 
parently released this as a rebuke 
to Americans who have objected to 
the German pix biz getting started 
again in the U.S. zone. Situation in 
the American territory is snaftied 
temporarily pending the return of 
Assistant Secretary of War Howard 
C. Peterson, who has just gone to 
Germany to investigate several mat- 
ters. 

The report on the British situation 
declared in part: 

“Film production is 


and equipment available. Efforts are 


being made to build and equip stu- | 


(Continued on page 18) 





Si Fabian Continuing 


Talks With Att’y Grant 


(Pickford) for UA Buy 


Si Fabian’s bid for United Artists 
continues in the talking stage this 
week. Circuit operator, who wants 
to buy UA control with the support 
of Serge Semenenko’s First National 
Bank of Boston, will needle the 
project at continued powwows with 
Arnold Grant, attorney for co-own- 
er Mary Pickford, and Charles 
Schwartz, repping for Charles Chap- 
lin. Grant will take all details with 
him on his trip to the Coast July 1, 
for Pickford-Chaplin inspection. The 
film attorney plans to summer in 
California, where he'll open his 
Delmar track Aug. 5. 

Get-together of all interested par- 


ties was staged at Grant’s Rye, N. Y., | 


home last Wednesday (28). Some 
progress was made at the huddle, 
one participant said, but there’s 
still a long road ahead. Negotiators, 
for instance, haven't yet reached 
agreement on whether Fabian will 
buy out UA, lock-stock-and-barrel, 
or a slice of the company sufficient 
to give him control. 

Meet had its suburban setting be- 
cause Grant was confined to home | 
as a convalescent from an appen- | 
dectomy. Future confabs will be | 
held in the New 
either Grant or Schwartz. It’s re- 
ported that Miss Pickford and Chap- | 
lin would be willing to accept | 
$2,750,000 each as down payment | 
|with an unfixed balance on time 
Asking price is $15,000, 000. 





‘Boyd Abandons ‘Hoppy’ 


For 1 Feature for U 


Hollywood, June 3. 
For the first time in 13 years Wil- 
liam Boyd will step out of the Hop- 


along Cassidy character this year to | 


make one feature, costing $500,000, 
for United Artists release, 

Picture will be made in associa- 
tion with Lewis Rachmil, who co- 
produces the Hopalong westerns, six 
of which will be delivered to UA 
for the 1947-48 season. 


limited by | 
the amount of rawstock, studio space | 


York offices of | 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Metro will spend $125,000,000 on a 
sine a production schedule in its 
new studios at Elstree, England. 
* l Newer overseas plant, comprising 
122 acres, already has five stages 
ready for production and two more 
now are being readied. Studio is ex- 


pected to be in full production by 
jearly fall, with an additional 100 
|}acres purchased for future expan- 
sion, 

Top outlay, running $12,500,000 a 
year, will be spent in Metro’s first 


wholly-owned’ British production 
setup. Company rented space pre- 
viously, making “Yank at Oxford,” 
“The Citadel,” “Goodbye Mr. Chips” 
and “Busman’s Honeymoon” before 
the war, plus “Adventures of Tartu” 
and “Vacation from Marriage” dur- 
ing the war. New layout, which will 
cost $8,000,000 when finished, is a 
consummation of Metro’s original 
plans to build .ts own studio in Eng- 
land, which the war interrupted. 
“Young Bess,” Deborah Kerr 
| Starrer, is slated as the first film to 
go. Planned to follow is “Secret 
Garden,” co-starring Margaret 
O’Brien and Claude Jarman, Jr. Cur- 
rently in Hollywood discussing the 
production schedule for next year 
| with Louis B. Mayer, Eddie Mannix 
(Continued on page 18) 


MPEA Expects to Take 
Over Distrib of U. S. 
Pix in Germany Soon 


Final decision on the date when 
the Motion Picture Export Assn. 
takes over distribution of U.S. prod- 
uct in Germany is expected to be 
made within the next couple of 
weeks. MPEA is still awaiting word 
|from the Allied Military Govern- 
ment to the effect that it will com- 
| ply with the stipulations laid down 
by MPEA general manager Irving 
Maas. Organization, meanwhile, is 
proceeding with its plans under the 
assumption that the AMG will co- 
operate. 

Noel Jordan, named recently to 
take over MPEA distribution acti- 
vities in Germany, left Thursday 
(29) for Paris. After several days 
in the French capital, he’s slated to 
go on to Berlin. If the AMG hasn’t 
made up its mind by the time he 
reaches Berlin, according to an 
MPEA spokesman, Jordan is expect- 
ed to file a report on the situation 
to Maas, which the latter will take 
to Washington for a final showdown 
with the Army. 

If the MPEA does take over, dis- 
tribution plans won't be ready by 
July 1, originally announced date 
for the MPEA to move in. Organ- 
ization will probably not be ready to 
| begin operations in Germany until at 
| least late summer, it was said. 




















FILM BIOG SLATED 
ON MAYOR O’DWYER 


Hollywood, June 3. 

| New York’s Mayor O’Dwyer has 
| given Marathon Pictures permission 
| to frame a ‘biopic around his ca- 
reer, Harry Brandt, Marathon chief, 
| hopes to get Pat O’Brien to under- 
| take the lead. Film will be largely 
| lensed in Brooklyn, production to 
start around mid-summer. 

Film as yet untitled, will be re- 
leased through PRC. 


Galsworthy Play For 
Brit. Filming by 20th 


Hollywood, June 3. 





Plans for 20th-Fox filming John 
Galsworthy’s play, “Escape,” en- 
tirely in England, has been ane 


nounced by Darryl Zanuck. William 
Perlberg will produce, Rex Harri- 


son starring, Joseph Mankiewicz 
directing. 
Production manager Frederick 


Fox leaves this week for London to 
set production staff and prep for 
arrival of Perlberg and Mankiewicz 
in July. Zanuck himself will go to 
England in August and remain long 
j enough to tee off filing. 
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Duel’ 


Egg and Farmer's’ Topped 


Boxoffice Sweepstakes for May 


“Duel in the Sun” paced the na- 
dional boxoffice during the month 
of May, according to reports from 
Variety correspondents in about 20 
Jeading key cities. Fact that this 
Selznick production was spotted in 
eight keys covered by VARIETY—in 
the week of May 7-14 enabled it to 
take a stranglehold on first position 
in a number of playdates and on 
biz done the second week of 
month. It retained this top position 
for three weeks running, and only 
in the week ending May 28 was its 
hold being challenged as to total 
coin obtsined. 

Both “Egg and I" (U) and “Farmer's 
Deughter” (RKO) were edging up 
on “Duel” in this final session of 
May, mainly because the Selznick 
picture was mostly in holdover 
spots. 

Second spot -in the list of nine 
leading grossers for the month was 
# tossup between “Egg” and “Daltgh- 
ter.” with former copping the honor, 
largely because it finished the first 
week in May holding the No. 1 po- 
sition. “Daughter” was second in 
ratings twice and in third place two 
times. 

Showing by “Egg” 
more marked because it 
climbing steadily for two or three 
weeks in national gross business so 
it was by no means entirely a new- 
comer when it hit the top of the 
heap. Universal opus never droppe¢ 
below third all month and was sec- 
ond in week o* May 21. “Daughter” 
also was in like category in that 
it had been around several keys 
prior to May 1. 

“Best Years” (RKO) 
contested for fourth place by “Cal- 
cutta” (Par) although the latte 
never got higher than fifth rankin: 
all month. Because it teed off May 
in seventh slot, this relegated it t 
fifth position nationally. 

Sixth best money-maker was “Two 
Mrs. Carrolls” (WB). which edgec 
out “The Yearling” (M-G) in fina’ 
weeks of month. “Macomber Affair” 
(UA) was nearly in a tie with 
“Yearling,” former ending up in 
eighth because failing to land in the 
top nine grossers twice during May. 
“Yearling” made this classification 
tl ree times, being fifth the first wee! 
ef month and even in fourth stanza 
made the runner-up rating. Barely 
n-aking ninth position was “Dis- 
honored Lady” (UA). 

Runners-up for the month but 
showing future promise were “Se? 
of Grass” (M-G), “Odd Man Out” 
(U), “It Happened on Fifth Ave.” 
(Meno) and “Imperfect Lady” (Par). 

“Sea Hawk” and. “Sea Wolf,” the 
Warner oldies, showed the _ best 
strength for reissues during the 
month, most reissued product not 
living up to distributors’ expecta- 
tions. 

Start of warm weather in nu- 
merous key cities around the mid- 


the 


was all the 


was hot! 


dle of May cut deeply into grosses 


as many regular patrons flocked out- 
doors. However, it did not mate- 
rially affect the three 


tractions or slowdown 


Day weekend. 


U Shooting 2 im N. Y. 





Title of Mark Hellinger’s new pro- 
for Universal-International 
from 


duction 
release has 
“Homicide” to 


been changed 


Coast Monday (2) to supervise pro- the Garrick theatre there when 
duction on “City,” most of which | town officials ruled it illegal. But 
will be filmed in the east, as will now. however, they're boycotting | 


another U-I pic, Nunnally Johnson's 
“The Senator Was Indiscreet,” which 
later this 

“City” 
camera crews 
thot activities in the Holland Tun- 
ne]. Film stars Barry Fitzgerald and 
features Howard Duff, Dorothy Hart 


gets underway in N. Y., 
week. Actual shooting on 
etarted Monday as 


and Don Taylor, 
comers. 


latter two 
Jules Dassin directs. 


“Senator,” slated to go before the 


cameras tomorrow 


S. Kaufman as a film director. 


Peter Lind Hayes and Ray Collins. 





o 


May’s Big Nine 
1. “Duel in Sun” (SRO). 
2. “Egg and I” (U). 
3. “Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO). 
. “Best Years” (RKO). 





had been | 


leaders 
“Duel,” “Egg” and “Daughter.” This 
again substantiated the old exhibitor 
saw that a good picture will make 
money despite weather, opposing at- 
in public 
spending. Weather moderated later 
in month and many keys reported 
near normal boom biz for Memorial 


“The Naked City,’ 
Jaiter the title of the book by the 
w.k. New York news photog Weegee. | 
Hellinger arrived in N. Y. from the 


new- | 


(Thursday ), | 
marks the screen debut of George 
Pic- 
ture stars William Powell and fea- 
tures Ella Raines, Arlene Whelan. 


. “Caleutta” (Par). 

. “Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB). 
. “Yearling” (M-G). 
“Macomber Affair” (UA). 
“Dishonored Lady” (UA). 


U (Rank) After 


B way Showcase 


With an eye to gaining a deluxe 
i showcase in the Times Sq. area, 
| Universal is pushing negotiations for 

a long-term lease on one of the 
two new theatres which City Invest- 
i ing Co. plans to erect on the present 
| site of the Astor and Victoria thea- 
tres. Deal has been in the talking 
stage for a considerable stretch, with 
U plugging for the larger house, 
which will supplant the Astor. Pos- 
‘bility of Samuel Goldwyn, who 
*-urrently uses the Astor for his top 
ywroduct, also bidding strongly for 
one of the new houses, has com- 
“licated U’s case. 

Matty Fox, U’s exec veepee. is 
‘ronting for the company. Fox last 
‘veek inspected models of the new 
‘ouses which City Investing had 
wepped especially for J. Arthur 
"Yank. The British biggie left New 
“"ork for the Coast before the mod- 
ls were completed. He'll give them 
he 0.0. on his way back to England. 

Should U close the deal, house 
ould play both U’s Hollywood 
‘roduct and Rank’s leading British 
ix. Rank would have dickered on 
is own for the house but he felt 
“Yat he would have _ insufficient 
mount of product to keep the the- 
tre running 52 weeks in the year. 
"nder the terms of the anti-trust 
‘ecree, the Britisher then would be 
-ympelled to throw the house open 
o competitive bidding on other 
sroduct. 

Initial talks had City preferring 
the smaller theatre to U while the 
‘atter insisted on the one supplant- 
ing the Astor. Recently, City has 
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revolving about the larger theatre. 
Building operations were to start 
tiis June but have been pushed back 
because of difficulties in obtaining 
: Government permit. 

Universal has also been taking 
soundings in Washington with* a 
view to leasing a showcase in the 
capital city. Company is currently 
flirting with Sam Cummins, circuit 
operator, who owns a half - block 
stretch of land on Connecticut ave- 
nue and intends building a de-luxer. 
U would like to take a long-term 
leasé on the theatre and Cummins 
is showing interest in the proposi- 
tion. 








‘Indies Unworried 


On Price ‘Rebellion’ 
In Minn. Theatres 


Minneapolis, June 3. 

Although “rebellion” against cur- 
rent admission prices has broken 
out in one Minnesota situation, 
Hawley, near here, major circuits 
and individual independent. ex- 
hibitors apparently are unmoved 
and unworried. They say they're 
|} giving no consideration at this 
| time to a reduction in scales. 
}although North Central Allied 
heads assert “the handwriting is 
now on the wall.” 

Highschool students at 
had to call off their picketing of 








’ 


the house. They demand that the 
40c price be lowered. Manager R. 
H. Veiths, however, is standing pat. 

In this territory, largely depend- 
ent -for its economic welfare on 
farm prosperity, theatre business 
continues to hold up relatively well 
,in the majority of situations. 
is mainly due to the general high 
agricultural prosperity and pur- 
, chasing power. 

Circuit heads and individual ex- 
hibitors justify the present scales 
on the basis of stiff operating costs. 
_They deny “excessive profits and 


tions, 


switched and current huddles are | 


Hawley | 


This | 


earnings’ from present-day opera-_| 


Stockholder’s Suit on U 


Asking for the recovery of profits 
on option deals extended to the ex- 
/ecutive group of Universal, Stephen 
| Truncale yesterday (3) filed a stock- 
|holder’s suit in the N. Y. federal 
court against U, its officers and di- 
rectors. Profits to U’s officers based 
on stock prices of February, 1945 al- 
ready come to more than $1,230,500 
wit 148,285 options yet 
verted, suit declares. Accounting 
and counsel fees are demanded. 

Chief charge voiced in the suit is 
that Universal was allegedly caused 








| duct the ‘profits made on the stock 
from its own taxable income. By 
that action, it’s claimed, U paid a 


| full income tax without availing it- | 


self of the possible deduction while 


the execs were thereby enabled to | 


score up their take as capital gains 
, at 25% rate rather than 70% under 
personal income schedules. 

| Personal benefit accrued to prexy 
Nate Blumberg; board chairman J. 
Cheever Cowdin; exec veepee Matty 
| Fox: general counsel Charles D. 
| Prutzman; studio exec Cliff Work; 
| sales head William A. Scully; and 
| foreign chief Joseph H. Seidelman, 
| complaint alleges. U lost $723,500 
| in taxes, it’s charged, and has a rea- 
sonable expectancy of dropping an- 


other $1,900,000 once the other op- | 


tions are picked up. 


‘The Outlaw Joms 
“GWIW; ‘Jolson’ 
‘As Champ Reissue 


With most of the majors 
rently learning the hard way that 
only a certain type of picture is 
good for reissue purposes, there re- 





continue to roll up big grosses no 
matter how many times they repeat. 
Such films as Metro’s “Gone with 
the Wind” and Columbia’s “Jolson 
Story” offer strong evidence, ac- 
cording to industry analysts, that 
| there is no saturation point for cer- 
itain types of films. With 
| type of appeal at the start and cor- 
| rect followups, such product can be 
| counted on repeatedly to do busi- 
| ness, 

Surprising newcomer to the ranks 
|of the select few is Howard Hughes’ 
|“Outlaw.” Picture has played re- 
peat performances in almost every 
situation, with the repeats almost in- 
| variably grossing more than the film 
did on its first run. Despite the fact 
it’s been cut off from two-thirds of 
the important key cities through 
either censorship troubles or failure 
of the Hughes outfit to get together 
with exhibitors on terms, “Outlaw” 
has grossed nearly $3,000,000 to date. 
And with little likelihood that any 
censor bans on the picture will be 
lifted, Hughes spokesmen predict the 
film will have grossed more than 
$5,000,000 in all within the next 
year. 


Fact that repeat engagements of 
“Outlaw” so often gross more than 
its initial showing in each territory 
indicates, according to the analysts, 
that it's more than morbid curiosity 
that lures the customers. Film, they 
believe, is just a good western and 
the type of picture the public goes 
for. Fact that the picture was 
banned by censors and panned by 
critics indicates, moreover, they 
point out, that critics and others 
can't estimate the type of business a 
picture will do. 

Much of the success of “Outlaw,” 
according to Hughes reps, is at- 
tributable to the large-scale public- 
ity campaign given the pisure and 
| to its distribution setup. With its pre- 
‘release ballyhoo and day-and-date 
openings in many situations, “Out- 
law” predated in such ways the cam- 
|paign given “Duel in the Sun” 
David O. Selznick. 











Five Starters, 4 Holdovers 
In Columbia Hopper 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Five pictures, starting with “The 


gun at Columbia this month, making 
a total of nine in action. Other 
newcomers are “When a Girl's Beau- 
|tiful,” “Last Days of Boot Hill,” 
|“Six-Gun Law” and “The Straw- 
, berry Roan.” 

| Carried over from May are “It 
|Had to Be You.” “The Prince of 
Thieves.” “Double Take” and “The 
| Last Roundup.” 


Officers’ Option Deals 


uncon- 


| to wrongfully waive its rights to de- | 


cur- | 


|main a particular few pictures that | 


the right | 


by | 


Mating of Millie McGonigle,” get the 





Turned Down 

A little boy in school was 
asked by the teacher, “How 
much is two and two,” and the 
| boy answered, “six.” ; 
So the teacher said, “Get out 
of the classroom until you learn 
how much it is.” 





While waiting outside, cn- 
other boy who was late was 
coming in, and the boy asked 


him how much is two and two, 
so the kid said “four.” 

So the boy (who was sent 
outside) said to the other boy. 
“Don't go into the classroom—I 
just offered the teacher six and 
she wouldn't take it.” 

—Willie Howard. 








Par-20th Merger 


~ On 16m Looks Nix «:"": 


Those marriage bells may never 
| ring for 20th-Fox and Paramount 
|on their planned joint 16m opera- 
tions in the foreign field. The two 
companies which announced several 
months back the formation of an 
outfit to handle narrow-gauge have 
made no progress towards its or- 
| ganization and things are currently 
at a standstill. What's more, chances 
|are better than even that the merger 
| will be abandoned entirely before 
|long, according to reliable reports. 
| Scheme has been stymied so far 
by legal complications. Company 
| legalites have refused to give a defi- 
nite greenlight to operations be- 
cause, it’s understood, pendency of 
the Government anti-trust suit has 
{made that course unfeasible. With 
|an appeal waiting its turn 


| 


\fear the jointly-owned company 
|might be dangled be‘ore the nine 
| judges as evidence of unwonted 
| friendliness between the two com- 
| panies. Dep't of Justice has claimed. 
}all along, that the majors do not 
|} compete with each other. 


Webb-Clayton Act permits joint 


operations of U: S. companies abroad | 


| under certain conditions so the move 
lis legal per se. 


|siring to come into the combine 
must be permitted to do so. 

New outfit was to have Emanuel 
| Silverstone, 20th foreign dept. exec, 
|}as prexy and Dan Frankel as man- 
|aging director of operations. 


Luncheon to Rank 
Winds Up in Tribute 





| 


Hollywood, June 3. 


Luncheon tendered Thursday (29) 
| by the Motion Picture Assn. honor- 
ing J. Arthur Rank turned out to be 
a grand tribute to Pat Casey, who 
was saying his farewell to the indus- 
try labor relations job after a quar- 
ter of a century of service. 

With Rank and Robert Young, 
head of Pathe Industries, the hon- 
ored guests, some 60 people seated 
at the tables in the Beverly Hills 
hotel anticipated a long number of 
speeches lauding Rank and Young. 
However, the greetings to the two 
men were short and simple, and they 
in turn felicitated each other and 
the motion picture makers of Holly- 
wood. 

Eric Johnston, head of MPA, who 
|presided. suddenly arose and 
|started eulogizing Casey, who was 
}a guest at the head table. It was a 
| Surprise to the “Silver King” and 
| almost brought tears to the eyes of 
| the veteran showman when Johnston 
| said: 
| “Everyhody in this room has made 
|a contribution to the growth and 
| prosperity of the motion picture in- 
| dustry. It is impossible to introduce 
| everyone, but I would like to men- 
| tion one man whom I think deserves 
ja great commendation. He has made 
jan Outstanding contribution. For 
; many years he has handled our labor 
relations problems, and has done a 
good job when it was most difficult 





,to do a good job. He has always as- | 


| sisted the industry whenever his 
; energy and counsel would help the 


| 


| to Pat Casey, whose selflessness is 

| well known. 

| “He would resent my saying this, 

but I think I ought to say it today— 
(Continued on page 20) — 


before | 
|'the U. S. Supreme Court, legalites | 


One condition of | 
| that law is that any other firm de- | 


| industry forward. I refer, of course. | 


Andy Smith, Gehring Upped at 20th; 
Connors 526 ‘Consultant’ Contract 


+ Complete realignment of 20th. 
| Fox’s sales force, including an jn- 
crease in the company’s divisional 
sales territories from four to six, 
| was announced by 20th on Monday 
(2), in the wake of the resignation 
four days earlier of sales veepee 
Tom J. Connors. Andy Smith, Jr., 
|former eastern division sales chief, 
succeeds Connors as general sales 
manager. William C. Gehring. for- 
|mer western division manager, was 
named assistant sales chief. 





Connors, according to 20th prexy 
Spyros P. Skouras, resigned: because 
he and the company couldn't cet 
together on terms for his new con- 
tract. Connors’ current five-vear 
|} pact, which expires Aug. 14, called 
for him to receive $2,000 weekly. 
Renewal clause provided for his sal- 
ary either to be upped to $3,000 
weekly for the next five years or 
| for him to stay on in an advisory 
| capacity at $52,000 a year for a simi- 
lar term. 

When he and 20th couldn't get to- 
the inerease, Connors 
pick up the option re- 
taining him as a consultant. Orig- 
inal five-year pact also previded for 
his estate to be paid $52,000, if he 
died within that time. Connors, 
meanwhile, has made no decision as 
to his future plans. He left New 
York yesterday (Tuesday) for a 10- 
day fishing trip, and took no part in 
the all-day meet held bv Skouras 
Monday (2) with his entire sales 
force, at which the new assignments 
were mapped out. 

Whether Smith is to be made a 
v.p. of the company and elected to 
the board, both positions which 
|€onnors held, will probably be de- 
|cided at the next board meeting. 
Martin Moskowitz, meanwhile, was 
named executive assistant to Smith, 
filling the position Peter Levathes 
i;held with Connors. Levathes. in 
turn, was upped to shorts salesman- 
| ager, filling the spot left open by the 
| late William C. Clark. Clarence Hill, 
former exec assistant to Smith, be- 
comes supervisor of exchange oper- 
iations. Morris Caplan was named 
chief af sales statistics. Eddie Col- 
|} lins was appointed homeoffice aide 
for the southern, western and Ca- 
nadian divisions, with Jack Bloom 
getting a similar job for the mideast 
and central divisions. 

2 New Division Heads 


| Herman Wobber continues as 
| western division chief and Harry 
'G. Ballance as southern division 
_head, with Kansas City and St. Louis 
added to Wobber’s territory. Ray 
| Moon, former New York district 
manager, was named head of the 
new Yankee division, comprising 
|N. Y., Buffalo, Boston, New Haven 
_and Albany. Jack Lorentz becomes 
| sales chief for the new central divi- 
sion, with Tom Gilliam, heretofore 


on 


To Retiring Pat Casey Chicaso branch manager, named to 


succeed Lorentz as Great Lakes dis- 
trict manager. Joe Neger, Milwau- 
_kee branch manager, succeeds Gil- 
‘liam and Joe Woodward, ‘Kansas 
| City salesman, replaces Neger. 

| C. E. Peppiatt, former Atlantic 
| district manager, was named chief 
/of the mideast division, heading the 
| Atlantic district and the newly- 
created River district. Sam Gross, 
Philadelphia branch manager, suc- 
ceeds Peppiatt, with Herb Gillis, 
| Philly salesman, taking over as 
manager of that exchange. Sydney 
| Samson, heretofore Canadian district 
manager, nas been upped to the post 
| of Canadian salesmanager. 

Charles Kosko, Pittsburgh sales- 
man, becomes Buffalo branch man- 
,ager. William Graham, who been 
filling the position temporarily, 
‘moves to Chicago as office manager 
/of that exchange. Of the division 
managers, Moon will headquarter at 
the homeoffice. Lorentz is to head- 
, Quarter in Chicago; Wobber in San 
Francisco; Ballance in Atlanta; 
Peppiatt in Philadelphia, and Sam- 
son, Toronto. 


Production Up to 10 Pix 
Jane 9 For Metro 


/ Hollywood, June 3. 
Metro's production activities. 
down to two pictures two months 
/ago, will be upped to 10 on June 9, 
| when “Virtuous” and “Upward to 
the Stars” are slated to start simul- 
| taneously, 

Others in work at that time will 
,be “On An Island With You.” 
| ‘Killer McCoy,” “The High Wall.” 
“Alias a Gentleman.” “’ The Pirate.” 
;“If Winter Comes.” “Cass Timbei 
ilane” and “The Kissing Bandit.” 


! 
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SLIDE RULE VS. SHOWMANSHI 





Majors Failure to Develop Stock 
Stars Leaves ‘B’ Films Out in Cold 





The Bs are taking it on the chin¢ 


lately at the boxoffice because of a 
dearth of new  bread-and-butter 


marquee names designed to draw 
on their own to the scene of the 
rough-and-tumbles. Failure of the 
majors to develop new stock star 
talent, claimed by house operators 
isn’t confined to the region of heavy- 
budget pix. As with the top bracket 
films, the studios haven’t come 
across with a single new b.o. power 
for the Bs since the war began, the 
dual fare exhibs maintain. 

In pre-war days, it’s said, the low 
budgeters which then bulked much 
higher in the studios’ scheme of 
things, were studded with such 
names as Edmund Lowe, Victor Mc- 
Laglen, Chester Morris, Bruce Cabot, 
Richard Dix and others, all calcu- 
lated to have their own devotees. 
These followers were good for dimes 
and quarters regardless of the pic 
mazda on the marquee. Consequent- 
ly, an exhib could always figure a 
cheapie to be good for an unvarying 
minimum at the wickets. 

Fadeout of some of these names 
and an exodus of others to greener 
pastures has left a wide open hole 
in the roster of steady-drawing 
names which the majors have failed 
to plug. Adding to this gripe, ex- 
hibs assert that the studios’ current 
method of handling new personali- 
ties leaves the Bs out in the cold. 
“As soon as a new face shows signs 
of pulling in the customers,” one 
action peddler said, “the studio 
so long as tHeir favorite was in 
yanks him into bigger money films.” 


Overworking a Series 

Another custom in the trade has 
the exhibs peeving.eThat’s the busi- 
ness of consigning a star, lock-stock- 
and-barrel, to a series of pix where 
the star reprises on the same char- 
acter. Number of action house op- 
erators think that the technique, for 
instance, of slotting Dix for RKO’s 
Whistler series and Morris on the 
Columbia chain of Boston Blackies 
doesn’t do the star or the boxoffice 
too much good. 

“It’s all right to have two or three 
films in the same _ series — they'll 
carry without too much drop in 
grosses from the first,” it was pointed 
out, “But after the third, the cus- 
tomer comes to us and complains 
that it’s the same picture that he 
saw before. After all, when a studio 
gets out 10 or 12 in # row on the 
same general subject, how much can 
they vary them?” 

Practice doesn’t hurt so much, 
exhibs declare, when the series of 
pix are spaced widely so that the 
customer doesn’t get that reminiscent 
feeling. Metro’s treatment of the 
Andy Hardy and Dr. Kildare re- 
peats, fot instance, held up for the 
long stretch because of the extended 
time lapse between releases, it’s 
claimed. 

Moreover, it’s said, the chain habit 
ties up a valuable name in an un- 
ending series. Pointed out by exhibs 
that thousands of theatres. still play 
double features regardless of how big 
the A pix are now coming from the 
lots. So long as that’s so, exhibs as- 
sert, the companies should put in 
more time and effort in digging for 
new names to help along the Bs. 

Illustrating their argument, flicker 
Operators point to the Rialto, tradi- 
tional first-runner for Bs in the 
Times Sq. area. That house is cur- 
rently playing a double feature, 
“Backlash” and “Jewels of Brand- 
enburg,” first run, for the price of 
one. If those films had a_ strong 
marquee name, it’s argued, it 
wouldn’t have been necessary to 
play off the two simultaneously. 


Set Sept. 20 Deadline For 
‘Amber’ Tint Processing 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Technicolor has notified 20th-Fox 
that “Forever Amber” must be 
ready for processing by Sept. 20, in 
order to hold the commitment. 

Film is slated for November re- 
lease, either as a roadshow or in 
the regular manner. 





question. 


Oaters Trailerize Supers 

This may be hard to take. 
Metro is dragging in the cus- 
tomers to see its top-budget pix 
by baiting the hook with Repub- 
lic oaters. 

In short, M-G has found itself 
inside the mirror, looking out, 
in handling 16m releases. Com- 
pany’s fieldmen who penetrate 
the foreign bush leagues with 
narrow-gauge celluloid report 
that the hinterlands would 
rather see a saddle opera than 
Greer Garson in Technicolor. 
Consequently, they lead off two 
or three-day stands with Re- 
public’s cayusers and hope the 
Metro product will cash in on 
the goodwill buiit up thereby. 

Republic’s 16m pix are dis- 
tributed abroad by Metro under 
a deal made some months back. 








Avers Art Directors 


Are Unappreciated 
Even Within the Biz 


There's pronounced trend 
towards more location shooting on 
Hollywood productions, according to 
Urie McCleary, Metro art director 
On recently completed “The Huck- 
sters.” Underlying reason for the 


new trend is not associated with the 
current economy wave _ sweeping 
across the studios, McCleary said, 
but is part of \Hollywood’s object of 
achieving more realism in _ their 
films. He pointed out that trans- 
portation of actors and _ technical 
crew to point of shooting involved 
as much expense, if not more, than 
construction of a replica on a sound 
lot. 

McCleary said that the art direc- 
tor’s most persistent cémplaint was 
lack of recognition. Even people in 
the trade don’t know what their role 
is in the making of a film, McCleary 
said. “Most people think we're 
glorified interior decorators. In 
reality we not only blueprint and 
supervise construction of the Sets, 
but act as a coordinating link be- 
tween the producer and director, 
plan the sequence of the whole pro- 
duction and decide whether shooting 
will be made in the studio or on 
location.” 


WB SALES MEET IN N.Y. 
ACCENTS NEW NEWSREEL 


Problem of selling the Warner 
Bros. projected newsreel in a sat- 
urated market will be the chief 
topic of the two-day meeting of 
district managers and h.o. executives 
to start tomorrow (Thursday) in 


New York. Under general sales man- 
ager Ben Kalmenson, plans will be 
drawn up for local salesmen in all 
areas to conduct an exhibitor sur- 
vey on what type of reel is pre- 
ferred. Some WB salesmen. have al- 
ready jumped the gun and have put 
the bee on exhibitors to sign up for 
the new reel, which will hit the 
screen some time in November. 

Staffing of the newsreel division 
with experienced hands is expected 
to be eased by a moveover of the 
WB documentary personnel into the 
new setup. During the war, Warners 
was among the most active studios 
in turning out special films and doc- 
umentaries for the U. S. government 
and armed forces. Production head- 
quarters for the reel will be in New 
York. under direction of James 
Allen. 

Home office officials taking part | 
in the two-day session will include 
Samuel Schneider, v.p.; Mort Blum- 
enstock, v.p. in charge of ad-pub- 
licity; division sales managers Roy 
Haines, Jules Lapidus and Norman 
Ayres; Norman H. Moray, short sub- 
ject sales manager in charge of | 
newsreel distribution; Bernard R. | 


a 








Company | 
executives are still debating that | ment, 


Goodman, exchanges supervisor; Ed 
Hinchy, head of playdate depart- 
and William W. Brumberg, 


| 








REVOLT AGAINST 
FORMULA GROW: 


By FRANK FISKE 
Hollywood, June 3. 


There is a lot of unrest ferment- 
ing in the film industry in these 
parts. An idea seems to be getting 
around that there is something the 
matter with motion pictures. In 
fact, any number of directors, tech- 


nicians, actors and an _ occasional 
producer are threatening—just at 
present off the record—to do 


something about it. Mebbe even 
comes the revolution, though no 
one seems quite decided at 


the 
moment how and what to vevalute, | 

General idea seems to be that the 
Hollywood product has become trite 
and stereotyped. notion 
new, the highbrow critics all over the 
country having been squawking 
frequently to that effect since the 
days when the film-makers-used to 
answer them with the gag _ that 
“pictures were still in their in- 
fancy.” What is a little unusual is | 
that the people who make the pic- | 
tures are beginning to complain 
about the way they’re made. Chief | 
complainants are the directors. | 
These gents, among them some whc 
have been shooting ’em by field and | 
stream since the days of Mack Sen- | 
nett, all start out by saying “don’t | 
quote me, but .. .” and quite errta 
dently are not yet up to open rebel- | 
lion. Nevertheless, they feel that .. 

1, Pictures would probably be bet- | 
ter if the budgets were smaller. 

2. Producers would be sure of | 
better boxoffice if they. didn’t worry | 
so much about boxoffice. 

3. The same showmanship used to 
get back negative cost on a stinker | 
based on a_ time-tried 
formula story would put over 
good picture that was off the ental 
track. 

It might seem that, what 


(Continued on page 22) 
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‘Quality of U.S. Films Is Getting Bad,’ 
Plaint of N.Y. Indie Circuit Chiefs 





A Vendetta’s Vendetta 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Howard Hughes still en- 
gaged in a vendetta with direc- 
tors of “Vendetta,” and is look- 
ing for No. 4 to finish the job. 
Max Ophuls directed the pic- 
ture for the first three days and 
was succeeded by Preston Stur- 
ges, who was replaced by Stuart 
Heisler, who ankled after an 
argument. 


Mobile Radio Phones 
sed to Keep Studio In 


is 








Contact With Locations | 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Home lots and location troupes | 
within a radius of 25 miles have 
been hooked up for immediate com- 
munication through an installation 
devised 
by Thomas Moulton, 
sound department at  20th-Fox. 
| Trucks and limousines are equipped 


| with sending and receiving sets by 


the Southern California Telephone 
| Co. so the studio may keep in con- 
stant touch with traveling units by 
dialing long distance for the number 


. of a mobile telephone. 


Currently the radius in this ter- 
25 miles, although calls 
are possible as far east as Palm 
Springs, because of a chute through | 


ithe mountains in that direction. 





SACHSON’S APPENDECTOMY 


Arthur Sachson, general — sales 
manager for Goldwyn Productions, 
was hospitalized Friday (30) follow- 
| ing a sudden attack of appendicitis. 
He’s confined to St. Joseph’s hos- 
pital, Far Rockaway. 








Briefs From the Lots 





Hollywood, June 3. 


Jessica Tandy signed for “The 
Mortal Coil,” to be produced by 
Universal-International with Charles 
Boyer starring and Zoltan Korda 
directing...Arleen Whelan becomes 
a femme heavy in “The Senator Was 
Indiscreet,” which ‘Nunnally John- 
son will produce and George S. 
Kaufman will direct for Universal- 
International...John Drew Colt, 
Ethel Barrymore’s son, makes his 
film bow in “Imagination,” to be pro- 
duced by Michael Kanin for Univer- 
sal-International...Sidney Lansfield 
to direct Dick Powell starrer, ‘“Sta- 
tions West,” at RKO. 


Sidney Biddell obtained release 
from his producer contract at Co; 
lumbia...Mare Platt drew comedy 
lead in “When a Gir!’s Beautiful” at 
Columbia...Darryl Zanuck’s “Gen- 
tleman’s Agreement” troupe -re- 
turned from eastern locations to 
shoot interiors on 20th-Fox lot... 
Most of the filming of “Wild Calen- 
dar,” Enterprise’s Ginger Rogers 
starrer, will be done on location in 
Denver, Chicago and New York, re- 
quiring about nine weeks ; away from 
the home lot...Martin Mooney’s 
1947-48 production program at Co- 
lumbia starts July 7 with “Devil 
Ship,” the first of six features to be 
made at intervals of six weeks. 

“Her Husband’s Affairs” is the re- 
lease tag on “My Awful Wife,” 
Cornell Pictures production 
@Valter Compton succeeds Sam 
Abarbanel as publicity director for 
Triangle Pictures ... Mickey Knox 
draws a top role in “The Crying 
Sisters,” 
Wallis for Paramount when he re- 
turns from London 


boat troupe, will be one of the four 
musical films produced by Sam 
Katzman for 1947-48 at Columbia) 

. . George Tabori, author of “Non- | 
Frat,” in town for huddles with | ig 


'Leon Gordon, who will produce the | 


picture for Metro... Milton Kras- | 


Productions’ “Imagination” at Uni-| 


versal-International. 





field exploitation staff director. 


@\ tion stars Maureen O’Hara, 


to be produced by Hal} 


“Dixie 
Land,” story of a Mississippi show- | 


ner will handle cameras on Kanin | 


ville location to finish “On the Old 
Spanish Trail” .on the Republic ‘lot, 
after which he will plane east to 
open his “thrill circus” at the Polo 
Grounds . . . Helen Walker joined 
the cast of “Nightmare Alley” at 
20th-Fox ... Mark Hellinger 
switched from “Homicide” to “The 
Naked City” as the tag on his next 
Universal-International release .. . 
Warners borrowed Rory Calhoun 
from David O. Selznick for a role 
in “Mary Hagen.” ... Hume Cronyn 
draws a comedy role in “Virtuous” 
at Metro ... Argosy Productions, 
headed by Merian C. Cooper and 
John Ford, will film “The Quiet 
Man,” a tale of Ireland, authored by 
Maurice Walsh ... Winter produc- 
John 
Wayne and Victor McLaglen. 

Ella Raines signed by Nunnally 
Johnson for the role of a girl re- 
porter in “The Senator Was Indis- 
creet” at Universal-International .,. 
Edmond~ O’Brien, previously an- 
nounced as co-star in “Black Bart,” 
was shifted to “Imagination” by 
Kanin Productions . . .Richard Wal- 
lace moved into General Service to 
start preliminary work on “The 
Stray Lamb,” which he will direct 
for William Cagney Productions. . 


+ Neighborhood film houses, usually 


first to feel any change in boxoffice 
| conditions, hit the 
current slump several months after 


have been by 


Broadway and other key city first 
runs. Fact that their business has 
dropped off from 5%-8% during the 


| last few months indicates, 
to independent 
that the 


according 
circuit operators, 


slump is more than just a 





{decline in wartime tourist trade in 
the keys. Indies emphasized, how- 
ever, that grosses have dipped only 
in relation to last year's all time 
high and that biz is still far better 
it was during prewar years. 

While the majors blame the slump 
on generai economic conditions, the 
indie chain officials have another 

word for it. According to them, it’s 
the decline in quality of Hollywood 


| product that’s mostly to blame. Gen- 
| eral note of discontent gleaned in a 


| VARIETY survey was earmarked by 
| Harry Brandt, owner of the Brandt 
|circuit, who declared that the 
“quality of American pictures is 
getting bad.” Spokesman for the 
Randforce chain, N. Y., noted that 
attendance in his theatres during 
April was the lowest in the last 
seven months and, while conceding 


that a temporary business recession 
was in the works, declared that 
“better pictures would certainly help 
matters.” 

Century circuit, N. Y., has also 
|felt the slump, with a Century 
spokesman noting also that attend- 
ance of kids had dropped consider- 
ably. This he attributed to the gen- 
eral factor of less money in circula- 
tion. Reports from the _ smaller 
towns, however, reveal that, while 
attendance generally has fallen off 
slightly, attendance of kids in some 
situations has declined as much as 
25% -35%. Reasons why the mop- 
| pets, who can usually be counted on 
to jam a theatre at least for Satur- 
| day matinees, are staying away now 
were not immediately recognizable, 
although one smalltown exhib voiced 
the opinion that even the kids were 
getting tired of the same type of 
film week after week. In their case, 
it’s marked in the western and se- 
rial category. 

Expect Summer Upbeat * 

Spokesman for the majors, mean- 
while, conceded that the quality of 
product might have dropped off in 
recent months. He declared, how- 
ever, that the nabes and subsequent 
run houses are being especially hit 
now because the top product re- 
leased in that period is still playing 
in first run situations and hasn't yet 
hit the nabes. Such top grossers as 
“Best Years of Our Lives,” he noted, 
had enjoyed such long runs when 
they first opened that the nabes 
haven’t had a crack at them yet and 
he predicted business would pick 
up tremendously when such pix got 
to the subsequents. 


Most of the majors, moreover, are 
gunning production now with an eye 
on films with mass audience appeal, 
which they hope will pull things up 
at the boxoffice, this homeoffice de- 
clared. Summer months, he pre 
dicted, should see a raft of good 
pictures hitting the first runs, with 
the nabes getting those top grossers 








now playing first run houses. Situa- 
tion, therefore, should add up to 


Mary Jane Ward checked in at 20th. | better grosses all the way around, 
Fox for production huddles aca he said. 


FC Plans Roadshow 


gaa 
20th- 


her book, “The Snake 
Production was resumed at 
Fox on “The Foxes of Harrow, 
with the return of Maureen O'Hara, 
Rex Harrison and John M. Stahl, 
who had been on the sick and in- 
| jured list . Jackie Cooper will 
|star in two more pictures for Comet 








Of 4 Reissues Yearly 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Film Classics will roadshow min- 


Productions, following the release,; imum of four important reissues 
June 30, of the first of the series, | annually. The Joseph Bernhard 
“Stork Bites Man” George | organization tees off its policy with 
Colouris drew the heavy role in|“That Hamilton Woman,” Alex- 
Triangle’s “Sleep, My Love” | ander Korda production starring 
'Robert Riskin signed Regis Toomey | Vivien Leigh, Laurence Olivier, 
and Ann Doran for featured roles; with a Hollywood preem set for 
in “Magic Town” . Lionel Banks| June 11 at the Canon theatre in 

readying an educational two- | Beverly Hills. Broadway road- 
paler for war veterans, showing | show is set for later. Film will get 


how 


“Thunder Over the Hill,” 
until autumn by Universal-Interna- 


Roy Rogers returned from Kern-'tional because of casting difficulties. 


to build and decorate a house) a 


. . Joan Fontaine’s next starrer, | 
postponed | serve as testing ground for other 


campaign bally 
Canon stay will 


new production 
for the big preem. 


houses. Ai Zimbalist, FC pub-ad 
topper is here to supervise. 
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So. Africa Mulls Feature for Big 
Coin in Booming Oriental Market 





Johannesburg, May 22. 


Return here of Eric Marshall 
from U. S. will tee off film 
production boom aimed at shoving 
South African films into the rich 
Orient market with the possibility 
that local films might be angled for 
world distribution also. Marshall has 
been on an equipment buying tour 
for Alexander Films. On his return 
he will speed construction of Alex- 
ander’s 
Park here. 

Also under construction is a new 
studio for rival African Consolidated 
which, like Alexander, has its own 
theatre chain as well as production 
setup. J. Arthur Rank has bought 
into African Consolidated and there’s 
a chance that production boom here 
may be highlighted by the loan of 
British players. Alexander is con- 
sidering use of American players 
and technicians where possible. 

Marshall was aided in buying ®ip 
in U. S. by Fred Casey, sound en- 
gineer and ex-vauder, who was here 


recently on a visit during which he | 


temporarily resumed the vaude rou- 
tine he formerly did under name of 
Freddie Ernesto. Tour carried him 
over the Alexander chain and wound 


up with an offer to make his home | 


here as studio manager for the new 
Alexander plant. 


Color Pix Ideal in So. Africa 


Understood Marshall's buying trip | 


mainly was concerned with acquisi- 
tion of color equipment. Lush scen- 
ery locally lends itself to tint films. 

Production boom here might be 
aided by the fact that unions are 
virtually non-existent and labor is 
cheap. In addition t6 ready-made 
local market of some 14,000,000 peo- 
ple, films made here could easily be 
distributed throughout India and the 
Orient. 

Currently, Alexander is concen- 
trating on documentaries and com- 
mercial films, which are strong here. 
Commerical pix, known as Filmettes, 
are part of the regular bill in all 
South African theatres. 


B.A. Opera Setting Up 
3006 Budget to Land 
Stars Despite Squawks 


Buenos Aires, May 27. 


The Buenos Aires Colon Opera 
management is going all-out this 
year to make the 1947 opera season 
a memorable one. There’s' been 
some protest by native singers 
against the unusually high talent 
budget, which will run into some- 
thing like $300,000 for stars such as 
Licia Albanese, Rose Bampton, 
Marie Caniglia, Astrid Varnay, 
Gianna Pederzini, Beniamino Gigli, 
Bruno Landi, Ferruccio Tagliavini 
and Set Svanholm. 


There was some clamor on the 
part of the extremists for the resig- 
nation of the municipal secretary 
responsible, Senor Raul Salinas, but 
latter is an appointee of Senora de 
Peron and he has remained firmly 
in the saddle. Colon management 
was able to show that local talent 
would be amply paid for its piping, 
and that it had even gone so far 
as to pay the cost of passage from 
Europe for the return of Sara Men- 
kes, an Argentine singer, to enable 
her to participate in the opera 
season. 


Official circles have shown some 
displeasure at the refusal of some 
longhairs coming down from the 
U. S. to book their recitals at the 
official theatre, in view of the 
Colon’s insistence on the right to 
broadcast their concerts over the 
muncipal airer. These exponents 
of the classics have signed instead 
with Radio El Mundo for sponsored 
broadcasts and concerts are being 
booked for them in lesser theatres. 








Sandrew-Bauman Paces 
Swedish Picture Sked 


Stockholm, May 25. 

With the Sandrew-Bauman Film 
studio planning to make or distrib- 
ute seven pictures, company’s pro- 
duction schedule is pacing some six 
other film-makers whose contem- 
plated pix range from a lone feature 
up to five or more. 

Heading S-B’s aspirations is “The 
Poetry of Adalen,” based on stories 


16m Pix Shows Cut Into 


Ireland’s Circus Biz 

Dublin, May 27. 
Road showing of 16m films in 
rural areas on regular one-night 
stands is knocking circus biz in some 
areas of Ireland. Shows usually play 
districts once a fortnight and in- 





80-acre plant at Bradford | 


idications are that coin 
diverted from tents to mobile box- 
offices 

Operators of 16m units claim that 
everything is not as bright as it 
sounds because of heavy rentals and 
impending increase in tax on ad- 


mishes. Hall rentals also are nearing | 


levels which threaten 


operations. 


profitable 





‘Everyman, Plus 


Mozart Operas, To 
Tee Off Salzburg 


Salzburg, May 25. 

Additional details of this year’s 
Salzburg Festival, July 27-Aug. 31, 
| have been released by Ernst Lothar, 
theatre and music officer for U. S. 
Army’s Information Service branch. 
Lothar, under Army directives, is 
offering cultural and material assist- 
ance to Austrians handling actual 
festival activities, The tratlitional 
Mozart operas will be “Cosi fan 
| Tutte” and “Marriage of Figaro” 
| this year, with Lothar Wallerstein, 
now guesting as stage director at 
Vienna State Opera, supervising. 
Otto Klemperer will direct preems 
of two operas new to Salzburg, Von 
Einem’s “Danton’s Death” and Rich- 
ard Straus’ “Arabella.” First will 
be a world preem. 


Customary outdoor production of 
“Everyman,” which Max Reinhardt 
originated in Salzburg, again will be 
under direction of Helene Thimig 
Reinhardt, now a U. S. citizen. New 
names in the cast include Fritz Kort- 
ner and Ernest Deutsch, both re- 
turnees from U. S.; Joanna Terwin 
(Mrs. Alexander Moissi) and Theo 
Lingen, Viennese comic. 


Also scheduled are eight sym- 
phonic concerts directed by John 
Barbirolli (British); Charles Munsch 
(French); Ernest Ansermet (Swiss); 
Otto Klemperer (U.S.); Hans Knap- 
pertbusch (German); Bernhardt 
Paumgartner (Austrian), and Anton 
Talich (Czech), Lothar hopes to get 
Marian Anderson, Ginette Niveu and 
Yehudi Menuhin, for recitals. Menu- 
hin was a smash at Salzburg’s 1946 
festival but U. S. vocalists that year 
were rated below European stand- 
ards. 


Lothar has announced that Bruno 
Walter will conduct opera and con- 
certs here and in Salzburg next fall. 
Lotte Lehman is also scheduled for 
a return to Vienna; which is gradu- 
ally picking up musical prestige, not 
by producing new native talents but 
mostly through luring distinguished 
exiles back for guest shots with 
State Opera or Philharmonic Or- 
chestra. 


Top names, including Fuertwang- 
ler (cleared for appearances in Ger- 
many but still verboten in Austria), 
Clemens Krauss, also banned for 
Nazi activities, and Herbert von 
Karajan remain off the Salzburg 
lists despite prospects some or all of 
them soon may be rehabilitated by 
native cultural committees, 


Ambitious Plans Set For 








Brussels, May 29. 


Plans to set up a Belgian “Holly- 
| wood” have been disclosed with the 
| purchase of a tract of 350 acres in 
the village of Howardries by an or- 
ganization known as Societe des 
Studios Cinematographiques. Deci- 
i sion to establish a studio there was 
made when group attended a series 
of shows put on for Gen. George 
| Patton’s staff which had its camp 
' pitched there. 

| According to blueprints of SDSC, 
it contemplates the erection of four 





is being | 


New Belgian Film Center 


Ealing on Belgian Spot 
For War Pic Filming 


Brussels, May 29. 

Ealing Studios of Britain are cn 
location here filming “Against the 
Wind,” whose story deals with Bel- 
gian parachutists trained in England 
during the war and their later ad- 
ventures in occupied Belgium. 

With Charles Crichton directing, 
picture stars John Slater who has re- 
covered from an injury recently 
sustained in a plane accident at Le 
Bourget field, Paris. 


Mex Oscar For 


Dolores Del Ric 


Mexico City, May 27. 

Absent from the Hollywood scene 
for many years, Dolores Del Rio has 
been accoladed in her native Mexico 
for performance in Mexican films. 
Oscaring, a la Hollywood, is under 
auspices of the Academy of Cinema- 
tegraphic Arts and Sciences. 

A dinner held at the El Patio 
nitery here climaxed the awarding 
for which the Picture Production 
Workers union provided half the 
| cost of the trophies. Oscars for 1945 
| went to: 
Pic, “La Barraca” (“The Hut’), 
based on the late Vincente Blasco 
Ibanez’s novel. Female star, Dolores 
del Rio. Male star, Domingo Soler. 
Female support, Lilia Michel. Male 
support, Jose Baviera. Director, Ro- 
berto Gabaldon. Script, none. Adap- 
tation, Libertad Blasco Ibanez (nov- 
elist Blasco Ibanez’s daughter, for 
“La Barraca”). Cameraman, Victor 
Herrera. Music, Baltasar Tampet. 
Pedro Armendariz got a special prize 
for doing most for Mexico in pix in 
1945. 

Oscars for 1946 were: Pic, “Enamo- 
rada” (“Girl in Love”). Female star, 
Maria Felix. Male star, David Silva. 
Director, Emilio Fernandez. Female 
support, Lilia Michel. Male support, 
Fernando Soto. Scripter, Alejandro 
Galindo. Adaptation, Jose Revueltas. 
Staging, Jesus Bracho, Cameraman, 
Gabriel Figueroa. Editor, Gloria, 
Schoeman. Music, Manuel Esperon. 


Rank in Special 
Drive to Woo Kid 
Film Customers 


London, May 29. 

With the screening of “Bush 
Christmas,” first feature especially 
made for children, J. Arthur Rank 
has reached a significant phase in 
production for his Saturday Cinem 
Clubs. 

Realizing there’s a dearth of Brit- 
ish films strictly for children, Rank 
formed a_ special department of 
Gaumont-British Instructional in 
1944, for the sole purpose of produc- 
ing special films for children. They 
were to be shown at the Saturday 
Cinema Clubs of 389 Odeon and 
Gaumont\ theatres, which have a 
membership of more than 400,000 
children between seven and 14, and 
also would be available to 600 Satur- 
day matinees organized by others 
cinema owners. An advisory coun- 
cil was formed with representatives 
of government and national bodies 
interested in the leisure time of 
children as members. 

Films made by the Children’s En- 
tertainment Films are non-profit 
making. Admission to these shows 
is 10c, and less in poor districts. 
When films have been shown 
through Odeon and Gaumont-cir- 
cuits, they are available in 35m and 
16m to children anywhere. 








Belgium’s Ist Ballet Is 
Set by Valentine Belova 


Brussels, May 27." 
Ballets Belges, Belgium’s first 
ballet troupe, has been formed here 
by Valentine Belova. Russian-born 
dancer was prima ballerina of the 
Antwerp Royal Opera before the 
war. Fleeing from German in- 
vasion, she was caught and 
prisoned in a concentration camp. 
Later she went to N. Y. briefly to 
teach ballet, and returned to Bel- 
gium and her opera post in August 
last year. 
| Her company gave its first pro- 
|gram at Palais des Beaux-Arts 
| here last week, and was well re- 
| ceived. Michael Charnley, former- 
ily of Sadler’s Wells and Jooss 


| Ballet companies, is lead male star. 





by Pelle Molin, with Iver Johans- large sound stages and three small | Others include Rita Van Kelst, Mia 


son directing and Adolf Jahr as the | ones. Company is mapping produc- Mertens, 


star, plus “The Farms Around the 
Sea,” a comeback for actress Anne- 
Marie Brunius. 


‘tion of 30 to 40 films annually, in- 


| cluding original pictures in Dutch as | 


well as educationals. 


Maria Lamy, Adrienne 
| Vander Beelen, Jose Nicola, Blanka 
Doom, Corneille de Lievre, Marc 
Herstens and Ivi Tamar. 





Buenos Aires Show Biz Plenty Bofly 


Thanks to Flood 


of Imported Talent 


Buenos Aires, May 27. 





Pope Set for Peace Plea 


In New Documentary Pic 
Rome, May 27. 

Pope Pius XII has agreed to 
appear in “War Against War,” docu- 
mentary picture being compiled by 
the Catholic Cinematographic Cen- 
ter, according to Vatican City 
sources. He will appeal for peace, 
speaking in seven languages, in 
Italian, French, Spanish, Portu- 
guese, Polish and German, besides 
English. 

Documentary picture, which is to 
run almost as long as a feature, has 


| been in production for over a year. 
'It will be released sometime in July. 


im- } 








Labor Rows 
Stymie New 
Mexican Pix 


Mexico City, June 3. 

Making of new Mexican pix is at 
a standstill again in local studios be- 
cause of yet another row in the in- 
dustry — producers’ demand to cut 
pay for some talent, and the demand 
of some help for wage hikes. Only 
current activity in the studios is 
continuance of making pix started 
before this quarrel, 

Producers, through their associa- 
tion, broke off talks intended to 
settle the row, when carpenters 
nixed an offer of a 30% pay hike. 
They want a 50% tilt and much less 
work. Peace is further snagged by 
directors, players and writers ganging 
up to nix the producers’ proposition 
to cut their pay. They say this prop- 
osition is unfair ,because it makes 
them take the rap of retrenchment 
the producers aver is imperative to 
save the biz. 

Conflict has been tossed to the 
mixed employer-employee-govern- 
ment commission to come up with 
some sort of workable peace plan. 
In some cases it’s reported producers 
are demanding 50% pay cuts for 
talent. 

Production costs must be drastic- 
ally pared if the Mex pic industry is 
to continue, according to Miguel 
Angel Sana, manager of the produ- 
cers group. He says that producers 
must have bank coin if they are to 
go on and the only way to get credits 
is to show the banks that they can 
make No. 1 pix at less cost. Produ- 
cers have been shut out of bank 
money for a long time. Big private 
banks are holding aloof from lending 
producers money because of several 
big-coin pix flopping at the boxof- 
fice and making loan repayments 
slow. 





Dublin May Get Muny Theatre 
Dublin, May 27. 
Consideration is being given to 
establishment of a Municipal Play- 
house here io provide stages for 
both professional and non-profes- 
sional groups and also concert hall. 
Project has support of Lord Mayor 
John McCann. City has only four 
houses normally operating legit- 
shows and one seats only 100. 








Current London Shows 


(Figures show week of run) 
London, June 3. 
“Birdseller,” Palace (1). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (6). 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick (19), 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham (39). 
“Eagle Two Heads,” Globe (16). 
“Edward My Son,” Majestys (1). 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion (68), 
“Here There,” Palladium (9). 
“Jane,” Aldwych (18). 
“Man Ministry,” Comedy (22). 
“New Barabbas,” Vaudeville (13). 
“Oklahoma!,” (5), 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp (111). 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales (12). 
“Power and Glory,” Fortune (34), 
“Present Laughter,” Haym’ket (7) 
“Proudly Present,” Yorks (5). ; 
“Romany Love,” Majestys (13). 
“She Wanted Cream,” Apollo (14). 
“Sweetest Lowest,” Ambass. (57). 
“1066 All That,” Sayville (6). 
“Together Again,” Vic Palace (7). 
“Under Counter,” Phoenix (79), 
“White Devil,” Duchess (13), 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyric (54). 
‘Worm’s View,” Whitehall (5). 


The 1947 season here bids fair ig 
be one of the biggest bonanza years 
the Argentine show biz has ever 
known. The city is flooded with 
imported talent, and restaurateurs 
and show producers are gleefully 
rubbing their hands as they scan 
their balance sheets. 

At the Presidente Alvear theatre, 
a Pondal Rios and Olivari musical, 
“Honeymoon for Three,” scored by 
Francisco Canaro and Marianito 
| Mores, has turned in $50,000 for the 


first month, at an admission scale of 
$1.55. This show stars Mexican 
warbler Jorge Negrete and wife 


Gloria Marin, with a score of lesser 
lights from Argentine legit. 


Enrique Discepolo has cleared 
$37,500 on “Wunder Bar” at the 
Politeama, on the (first month's 
showing, but this show is not ex- 


pected to continue as flourishingly 
as it lacks good talent. 

Bronenberg has another sock in a 
musical revue, starring comedian 
Marcos Caplan and tango singer 
Sofia Bozan, at the tiny Maipo the- 
atre, capacity around 949. At an 
admission scale of $1, this show has 
grossed $30,000 for the first month, 

At the Astral theatre, the 
translated version of Somerset 
Maugham’s “Rain,” which got off to 
a late start in the early summer 
months, has run into 270 perform- 
ances, and has grossed over $25,000 
monthly for seven months. Brazil-. 
ian actress, Dulcina de Moraes, 
playing Sadie, acted in Spanish with 
such success she plans to return to 
Buenos Aires later in the year. 


Pepe Arias Flop Again 
Comedian Pepe Arias laid an egg 
in a comedy by Ivo Pelay at the 
Comico theatre. It would be diffi- 
cult to say whether the play or the 
actor were responsible, but Arias 
has not hit a jackpot in two years. 
He is now readying a translation of 
Marcel Pagnol’s “The Baker's Wife,” 
in an attempt to emulate Raimu. 
Apollo theatre is running “‘sainetes” 
(typical Spanish-Argentine come- 
dies) which grossed around $25,000 
monthly, and turned away patrons 
nightly. This type of entertainment 
is patronized by the working classes, 
who now have plenty of mceney. 
Luisa Vehil’s dramatic company, 
at the tiny Empire theatre, is gross- 
ing $12,500 monthly in a play by 
Andres Borras, titled “The Blue 
fRose.” Since “Voice of the Turtle” 
and “My Dear Ruth” achieved their 
record runs at this house last year 
and in 1945, the miniature Empire 
is considered a “lucky” theatre. 
Tino Rossi, Corsican warbler, and 
long a favorite of the Argentinos 
via his disks, is making personal ap- 
pearances at the Odeon theatre. He 
has not turned out as good a boxof- 
fice bet as expected. 
Mexican songstress, Elvira Rios, is 
singing nightly at the Embassy Club, 
where the cover charge has been 
upped to $3 without wines (a new 
high for Buenos Aires), and Scotch 
is ladled out at $2 the jigger. This 
nitery is equivalent to New York’s 
Stork Club or 21, and tables are 
made available only for the smart 
cafe society crowd. Not-so-well- 
knowns are given the s.r.o. sign. 
Snafu for the Embassy owners is 
Elvira Rios’ inability to turn up on 
time for her stints. On opening night, 
billed to appear at midnight, she 
made her appearance at 2 a.m. 


Gong Rings Nicely 

Two blocks away from the Em- 
bassy Club, the Gong is crowded 
every evening. This nitery has no 
floor show, but Louis Vola’s and 
Oscar Aleman’s jazz combos give out 
with the dansapation. This boite 
does not serve dinners, but Scotch 
and champagne are charged at prices 
as high as those at the Embassy. 
Owners of this nitery have sold their 
former Pancho’s Bar on the famous 
Calle Florida for $200,000. They 
bought the place a few years back 
for only $92,500. 

The Tronio, a Spanish-type vaude 
cafe, is “hetting a $5,000 monthly 
profit, while shelling out large fees 
to entertainers, Mex warbler, 
Genaro Salinas, and Tip and Toe, 
acrobatic dancers, are currrently 
billed. 





BRITISH EXTRAS’ HIKE 
London, May 29. 
Film Artistes Assn. and British 
Film Producers Assn. have’ been 
|conferring for some months, with 





likelihood that film extras will get 
$8 a day, a $2 raise over wartime. 
\" British studios will then be spend- 
| ing an estimated $1,600,000 for extras 
annually. 
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French Pix Distribs Combine in Pool 
Aiming at Invason of Latin America 


Paris, June 3. + 


‘State Concert Hall To 


French pix distributors, shooting 
for a large-scale invasion of Latin 
America, have combined for pooled 
release of top Gallic films in Span- 
ish-speaking countries. With the 
idea of following the pattern of 
selling set by U. S. majors, distribs 
have formed a solo company to set 
up exchanges in all important spots 
south of the Rio Grande. The move 
has the blessings of the French 
Government which is reportedly 
subsidizing the action as an 
step towards balancing the 
ehange. 

French distribs have already set 
up offices in Venezuela and Cuba 
with Argentine earmarked as next 
in line. Prior to the war, French 
pix, “were peddled like hotdogs,” 
its said, with franchise holders 
snaring the best from the French 
studios for a pittance. Goal now 
fixed is to funnel all top-budget 
films through the exchanges with 
percentage terms sought in the 
firstrun deluxers. , 

France is the third country to 
make the shift to Yankee tactics in 
Latin America since the war ended. 
Britain led off last year, when J. 
Arthur Rank product, released 
through Universal, was withdrawn 
from franchise holders who pre- 
viously handled all Anglo-pix. 
Russian product is also being lined 
up for exchange handling rather 
than through franchise holders. 


Aussie Air Board Nixes 


Commercial Bid Despite 


ex- 





added | 





House Dublin Longhairs 


| Dublin, May 30. 





| Official okay has been given by | 


the Government for the construction 


provide a home for performances by 
the Radio Symphony Orchestra and 
Visiting longhair orchestras. 


Site picked, the Rotunda. was once 
a fashionable concert hall now a 
nabe picture house, and will take in 
| present 
j} tre. Accommodation 
' vided for 3,000 people. Construction 
until present building 
material shortage has been eased. 


Par Int'l, Studio 
Chiefs Huddle On 
‘4]-48 Production 


Joint meeting of Paramount studio 


will be pro- 
can't 


begin 








heads and foreign dept. chiefs to 
| recipe an extra dash of international 
? ( 

| flavor Par’s 1947-48 production 
|chart is sét for the latter part of 
June. Heading the éastern contin- 
gent which treks to the Coast will be 
George Weltner, prexy of Paramount 
International. He'll be  accom- 
panied by John B. Nathan, division 
manager for Europe, North Africa 
and the Middle East; J. E. Perkins, 


|managing director in Britain; F. E. 


for 





3006 Operating Deficit Hutchinson, sales head under Perk- 


Canberra, May 25. 

The Parliamentary Committee on 
Broadcasting; a government - ap- 
pointed setup to probe radio in 
Aussie, has nixed a proposal to 
switch a section of the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission — non- 
commercial operators—to commer- 
cial operation as a move to offset 


the ABC falling into the red to the | 


tune of $300,000 
season. 


for the 1946-'47 


Committee indicated in its report | 


tabled in the House of Representa- 
tives that sponsored programs on 
ABC transmission “would lower the 
prestige of the national service.” 
Committee suggested that the deficit 
for this year should be financed 
from Consolidated Revenue. 


Red light against increase of 
license fee to fans from $4 to $5 per 
annum was because it was felt by 
committee that any increase would 
be unfair to large numbers of low- 
paid citizens, and the desirability of 
encouraging more listeners in order 
to educate public opinion and taste. 


Committee also gave the red light 
to proposal for a tax on all adver- 
tising matter aired by the commer- 
cials on the Aussie network. Com- 
mittee pointed out that such a tax 
would only bring about upbeat in 
advertising rates, which, naturally, 
a would pass on to the pub- 
ic 

It was thought at one time that 
the government would give the 
green light to a bid on sponsored 
programs to cop some of the lush 
trade coming to the commercials to 
Offset the in-the-red bogey opera- 
tional upbeat by the ABC. The 
Parliamentary Committee was given 
the job of making the yea or nay 
decision. Apparently the prestige 
angle means more to the ABC and 
the men behind than making the 
unit a paying proposition via its cut 
from license fees. 

Most interesting part of the re- 
port to commercial operators was 
statement that 80% of Aussie listen- 
ers tuned to the commercial field. 





' MEX FOREIGN HEAD TAX 


Mexico City, June 3. 

Theatre, nitery and other man- 
agers who employ foreign perform- 
ers are protesting rule the Nationa! 
Actors’ Assn. has imposed on them, 
effective June 1, that amounts to a 
head tax. This is a levy, payable 
by the managers, of $30 (Mex.) per 
foreign player they bring into 
Mexico. 

Nick is said to have been estab- 


lished to form a relief fund for 
Mexican performers who lose out 
in work because foreigners play 


their spots instead. 


|ins; and T. C. Reddin, theatre and 


| publicity chief in England. 

Quartet of overseas staffers leave 
Britain, via the Queen Elizabeth, 
June 4. They'll traipse along with 
Weltner to act as expert advisers on 
their particular territories. Studio 
toppers will be briefed by Weltner 
and his aides on what type of pix 





in foreign lands. 

Par’s masterminding at foreign 
dept. production huddles got its in- 
itial push two years ago and now is 
| set up as a regular company prac- 
‘tice. Current lineup of pix is partly 
the fruit of these confabs, it’s 
claimed. Accented for overseas 
allure are such future releases as 
“Emperor Waltz,” “Golden Ear- 
rings,” “Unconquered,” “Perils of 
| Pauline” and ‘Welcome Stranger.” 


“Waltz” and “Stranger” have the 
pull of Bing Crosby, whose pix drag 
down heavy grosses on a worldwide 
basis. “Earrings” couples Marlene 
Dietrich with a middle-Europe set- 
ting. while “Perils” features the life 
of Pearl White, still widely known 
in the foreign sticks. “Uncon- 
quered,” the Cecil B. De Mille spec- 
tacular, has Technicolor and shoot- 
ing to make it palatable beyond the 
borders. 


NEW LEGIT COMPANY 








Dublin, May 30. 

Mercury Theatre Co., headed by 
Kathrine Wainwright and Ward 
Lloyd, has gone into production 
here, presenting a seven-week sea- 
son in the Limerick Play House. It’s 
brought over English players Lister 
Skelton and Carolyn Swift to 
strengthen the company, which has 
Allen P. Simpson, former stage 
director for the Edwards-MacLiam- 
moir Gate theatre, as director of 
productions. 

Opening play of the Limerick sea- 
son is Shaw’s “Arms and the Man,” 
with Dublin star Cyril Cusack and 
his wife Maureen as stars. Other 
plays skedded include Kaufman and 
Hart's “George Washington Slept 
Here”: Martin Vale’s “The Two Mrs. 
Carrolls.” and Thomas Job’s “Uncle 
Harry.” 





Tel Aviv Production Indef 

Tel Aviv, May 22. 
| Larger film production is in the 
offing here, with Norman Lourie in 
| U. S.. acquiring additional equip- 
| ment. Understood he expects to seek 


| additional studio space. 
' Currently, production is limited to 





documentaries and unrest probably | ing distributional huddles in Paris 


| will hold back feature productien. 


of a State Concert Hall in Dublin to | sentations have been made to Italian 


Italian Bank Freeze 
Chills U. S. Producers 


Paris, May 27. 
Practice of the Italian government 
in compelling American film pro- 
ducers to deposit their revenue in 
an Italian bank where it's solidly 
frozen is blamed upon a_ badly- 


| worded peace treaty. Situation is so 


| bad 


| 


| 


that U. S. companies cannot 
transfer or even use the money to! 
buy Italian properties or securities. | 
Only a distribution percentage is 


| . . . ° . ° 
| available to subsidiaries of Ameri- | 


premises of the Gate thea- | 


; can film firms whose managers are ' 


meeting to vote a protest. Repre- 
authorities in an effort to ameliorate | 
the problem. 


Funds To Vienna Director | 
For Coast Film Talent, 
Raw Stocks, in Bilinguals 


Vienna, May 24. 

In recognition of the potential 
foreign exchange value of film ex- | 
port to Austria, the Austrian Na- 
tional Bank has allotted dollars from 
its scanty stock of valuta to Ernst | 
Marischka for purchase of raw stock | 
in the U. S. also for wages and | 
| transportation for bilingual players | 
the author-producer-director expects | 
to engage in Hollywood for a com- | 





{ 


are figured to knock out top grosses | 


SKEDDED FOR DUBLIN 


edy he will shoot here in the spring 


of 1948. 
Slowdown in local studio sched- 
fules due to the winter shutdown 


| caused by electricity and coal short- 
| ages in January and February made 

Marischka cancel the original 

August 1947 shooting date. He fig- 
'ures the wait will improve studio 
| facilities and provide plenty of time 
ito dicker with some former Euro- 
| pean players capable of working in 
|} both German and English language 
| versions of “Island Wife.” In addi- | 
| tion to dough angle Marischka hopes 
| that some former German or Aus- 
| trian players now on the Coast may 


Se | 
| be attracted by chance to revisit the | 


| continent and work in the mother | 
| tongue. 
National Bank’s allotment also | 


icovers trip of Ilka Windisch, cast | 
|for femme lead in “Island Wife,” | 
to the states where she will perfect | 
her English and absorb American | 
mannerisms with intention of mak- | 
jing the English version thoroughly 
jacceptable from Yank 
viewpoint. She will arrive in N. Y. 
|in August. Miss Windisch has played | 
| supporting roles in a number of | 

Viennese pix including the as yet 
‘unreleased Willy Forst Agfacolor 
| musical, “Wiener Madeln.” A Hedy 
Lamarr type, she scored heavily on 
Vienna stages in past season. 

Marischka figures her a major 
find and plans a second starrer for 
her immediately after “Wife's” 
shooting sked. National Bank’s 
viewpoint is that such development 
of Austrian star material for export 
market is a sound investment in 
future of presently staggering pic 
industry here. Postwar product, all 
of it made by Johnny-come-latelies, 
while experienced hands like 
Marischka, Forst, Pabst, and Bol- 
vary waited for better times, have 
been an unrelieved string of flops. 
On the economic side, with Austria 
financially cut off from Germany’s 
80,000,000 population, it’s felt that 
exportable low cost English versions 
are a possible out for the industry 
despite comparatively low cost of 
production here. 

Ernst Hauserman, U. §S. Army’s 
Films Officer, is cooperating with 
| Marischka in lining up bilingual tal- 
ent in the states. Author was asso- 
ciated before the war with book or 
direction of a string of European hit 
productions including “In Flagrante,” 
“Vienna Blood,” “Sissy,” “Schram- 
meln,” “Spring Parade” and “Song 
to Remember.” Latter two were 
remade in Hollywood after Euro- 
pean success. 

Besides Miss Windisch, Marischka 
has cast Paul Hubschmid, Josefstad- 
ter Theatre player, Hans Moser and 
Fritz Imhoff for “Island Wife.” Pic 
is to be made in U. S. zone Siever- 
ing and Schonbrunn studios under 
Erma Film Co. aegis, with Marischka 
producing and directing personally. 


British Pix Biz Dips 
London, June 3. 
the 


| 
} 





Reports from London and 
provinces reveal 15% to 20% re- 
duction in film grosses in the last 


few weeks. 

Reasons given are that people are) 
saving up for summer holidays; the 
higher price of smokes, and money 
not being as plentiful as a year ago. 





Paul White, David O. Selznick’s 
continental representative, planes to 





} 
‘ 


New York today (Wed.) after hold- 





on “Duel in the Sun.” 


| action 


| pearance 





Bronsten-Coplan Set 
6006 Pic to Star Levis 


London, May 30. 
Nat Bronsten, joint managing di- 


rector of Alliance Films, has closed 
deal with Dave Coplan, London 
head of United Artists, to make 
film starring Carroll Levis and 
most of the cast he has on the} 
air, including Avril Angers. 
Pic starts shooting Aug. 18, at 
Riverside Studios, with likelihood 
of two Hollywood film stars being 
imported to star with Levis. Thorn- 


ton Freeland will direct, with epic 


understood over 


$600,0000 


Rank-UW Suit 
To Be Heard In 


lo invoive 





Can., Judge Sez 


Toronto, June 3. 
international suit over film 
brought by 
Films and United World Pic- 
tures of Canada against J. Arthur 
Rank and seven organizations allied 
with the Rank interests must be 
heard in Canada, according to the 
decision of Gordon Conant, master 
of the Supreme Court here. The 
Rank interests had asked that the 
be heard in N. Y., but the 
Supreme Court here has dismissed 
this application and notified the de- 


The 


rights 


|fendants to enter a conditional ap- 


this week. 
Dispute arose after the severance 


|}of the 50-50 partnership of J. Arthur 


Rank and Paul Nathanson when the 
former bought out the Odeon thea- 
tre chain in Canada. United World 
Pictures and Empire - Universal 


, | Films, headed by Nathanson, seek a 
audience | 


legal decision for specific per- 
formance of contracts which alleg- 
edly give them the right to distribute 
eight Rank features in Canada and 
Newfoundland and to restrain the 
defendants from such distribution. 
The Nathanson action also asks for 
an injunction restraining the Rank 
affiliates from taking over distribu- 
tion of such films. 

Conant ruled that, if the case were 
tried in Ontario and New York state 
(as requested by certain of the Rank 
affiliates who have offices in New 
York City), a “multiplicity of pro- 


ceedings would result and there 
should not be much difficulty in 
establishing in our courts. the 
relevant law of the neighboring 


State of New York.” 

Defendants are: J. Arthur Rank, 
J. Arthur Rank Organization, Inc., 
General Cinema Finance Corp., Uni- 
versal Pictures, International Pic- 
tures, Eagle-Lion Films, Eagle-Lion 
Films of Canada, Monogram Pictures 
of Canada. 





LONDON HEAT MAY WILT 
TWO NEW OPENINGS, 


London, June 3. 
Current heat wave may hurt 
chances of two new legit arrivals 
the past week. “The Birdseller,” an 
elaborate operetta popular on the 


continent, opened at the Palace 
Thursday (29). Directed by Richard 
Tauber, it was enthusiastically re- 
ceived despite an outmoded Vien- 
nese story. Tuneful music was splen- 
didly sung. 

Robert Morley’s episodic problem 
play, “Edward, My Son,” with the 
author in the starring role, preemed 
at Majesty's Friday (%). Excel- 
lently acted, the controversial of- 
fering was well received with every 
indication of success. But the 
weather looms as possible hindrance. 





HOLGUIN’S SRO POST 


Alfredo Holguin has been named 


| manager in Mexico by Selznick Re- 


leasing Organization. He'll h.q. in 
Mexico City where SRO will shortly 
set up its own sales organization. 
Holguin will work under Manny 
Reiner, general sales manager for 
Latin America. 

New SRO exec was formerly man- 
ager of Francia Films de Mexico. 


. London, 


Empire-Universal | 


US. Majors To Invade Britain Again In 
Fall To Aid ‘Bacon or Bogart’ Problem 


May 29. 
Americans are nearly ready for 
the second celluloid invasion of Eng- 
| land—and D Day is some time in 
|the autumn. The first invasion, be- 
fore the war, proved disastrous to 





the reputation of British pictures, 
but this time, spurred on by the 
| British entry into the American 
jmarket, and the improved quality 
|of films, firstline pictures only are 
aimed at 

Topranking executives of all the 
|major companies are holding final 


conferences with their chiefs on the 


biggest production program this 
country has ever seen—to be ane 
nounced in the fall when the new 
Film Quota Act comes before Par- 
liament The new quota will de- 
mand a much greater showing of 
British-made pictures in British 


cinemas 
given Sir Stafford 
Cripps assurances of complete coop- 
eration, in wider showing for Brit- 
ish pictures on American circuits in 
attempt to help with Britain’s 
“Bacon or Bogart” problem 

Sir Stafford, in return, has now 
agreed to give every encouragement 


Americans have 


an 





to the rebuilding and extension of 
studios in this country, realizing 
i|that films are among the highest 


}revenue producers at the least cost 
|of labor expenditure. Licenses are 
| being granted for the complete re- 
building of many out-of-date #tudios 


|}and the extension on a large scale 
lof many others. 
| As a result of negotiations just 


|completed, Britain has acquired a 
| second film power group on the J. 
| Arthur Rank scale, strongly baeked 
iby American companies producing 
in this country. 
New Combo 

| Sir Philip Warter, of Associated 
| British Pictures, who was at the 
Board of Trade during the war, and 
| Max Milder of Warner Bros. are 
| now associated in the operation of 
ja chain of studios almost on a par 
with the Rank organization. When 
the rebuilding of the Elstree studios 
is completed towards the end of the 
year ABPC and Warners wiJl have 
18 sound stages at their disposal. 
/ As the building and extension of 
these studios in a highly specialized 
job, and can be only carried out by 
firms engaged in special types of 
factory and theatre construction, the 
nation’s housing program won't be 
interfered with. 

In addition to the ABPC studios 
at Welwyn and Elstree, Metro will 
have an ambitious lineup for its up- 
to-date studios at Boreham Wood— 
some of the largest in the country 
—and 20th-Fox is planning even 
greater extensions to its smail 
studio at Wembley than they had 
originally intended. Many of the 
old Wembley Exhibition buildings, 
ideal for conversion to film studios, 
are likely to be taken over by this 
company. 

Columbia is taking over Walton- 
on-Thames studios for six months 
each year and Paramount is also 
looking for accommodation. 

In addition Korda, Bernstein and 
the Ostrers, all with American links, 
will be in the picture. Korda, re- 
building at Shepperton, will have 
'10 sound stages to play with; Bern- 





' stein. who is associated with Alfred 
| Hitchcock in Transatlantic Films, 
wil] want floor space for at least 
three world market pictures a year, 
and the Ostrers will announce de- 
tailed plans shortly. ; 


Littler Vice Gillespie 
As Moss Empires Head 


London, June 3. 

Richard H. Gillespie, for many 
years chairman of Moss Empires 
theatre circuit, is relinquishing his 
post end of the month, with Prince 
| Littler replacing him. With control 
of Moss. which recently absorbed 
the vaudeville section of General 
Theatres Corp., comprising around 
eight houses, Littler is now one of 
controllers 








the world’s top theatre 
as he is also chairman and mane 
aging director of Stoll Theatres 


Corp. and other interests totaling 
about 60 houses. 

Meanwhile. as soon as “Annie Get 
Your Gun” opens here and unders 
studies for the musical are set, 
Emile Littler is planning to fly to 
New York (probably on June 27) to 
look over “Finian’s Rainbow.” He 
intends a London production of the 
fantasy as soon as he can find @ 
suitable Irish star to assume the 
Ella Logan role. 
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‘Ege’ Big News in Chi, Mighty $76,000 
2 Spots; ‘Way Women’-Kaye Big 046 


Chicago, June 3. + 


Decoration Day weekend brought 
brisk traffic for three newcomers in 
the Loop but only so-so action for 
the holdovers. “Egg and I,” at two 
RKO houses, is soaring to terrific 
$33,000 at the Grand and mighty 
$43,000 at the Palace. “Dillinger,” at 
last okayed for showing here after 
being banned several years as dero- 
atory to city, is doing a torrid $65,- 
Boo with stageshow at Oriental. 

“That Way With Women,” at the} 
Chicago, with Sammy Kaye band| 
heading stageshow, looks great $64,- | 
000. “Duel,” strongest of holdovers, | 
is still great at State-Lake in third | 
week with $60,000. Remainder of 
Loop is mainly holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 





} 
| 
Apollo (G&K) (1,200; 95)—‘“Jolson | ef ° em e | denly Spring” 
Story” (Col) (22d wk). Nice $13,500 *9 1000. Last week, 


Last week, $13,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 95)—“Way | 
With Women” (WB) with Sammy | 
Kaye orch heading stageshow. Looks 
great $64,000. Last week, “Calcutta” | 
(Par) (2d wk) with Jack Durant | 
headlining stagebill, $45,000. | 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 95)—“Cal- | 
cutta” (Par) (m.o.). From the Chi- 
cago for third week in Loop. Fine | 
$16,000. Last week, “Mighty “a 
Guirk” (M-G) (2d wk), $11,000 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 95)—“Egg | 
and I” (U). Opened socko simul- 
taneously with Palace. Terrific $33,- | 
000. Last week, “Farmer's Daughter” | 
(RKO) (2d wk), big $23,000, also| 
day-and-date showing with Palace. 


Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 95)—| 
“Dillinger” (Mono) plus vaude. | 
Okayed for showing by city and 


simultaneously with show- | 


opening 
ing at Biograph theatre where orig- 
inal Dillinger episode took place. | 
Torrid $65,000. Stageshow is stand- | 
ard vaude. Last week, “Dishonored | 
Lady” (UA) (2d wk), with Ink Spots 
on stage, nice $40,000 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)—‘“Egg | 
and I’ (U). Day-date with Grand. | 
Mighty $43,000, Last week, “Farmer’s | 
Daughter” (RKO) (2d wk), neat 


$28,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 65-95)— 
“Frankenstein” (U) and “Dracula” | 
(U) (reissues). Horror combo indi- | 
cates hefty $16,000. Last week, “Mag- 
nificent Obsession” (U) and “Stole a | 
Million” (U) (reissues) (1 wk), $11,- | 
500 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 95)— 
“Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB) (2d wk). | 





Not bad at $19,000. Last week, strong | 
$25.000. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; $1-$1.50) 
—‘Duel in Sun” (SRO) (3d wk). | 
Stronsest of holdovers with great | 
$60.000. Last week, $65,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 95)— | 
“Sea of Grass” (M-G) (2d wk). Tidy | 
$24.000. Last 


week, same. 
Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 95-$1.80) | 


—‘Best Years” (RKO) (24th wk).| 
Waning with another week to go, | 
$15,000. Last week, $16,000. | 

World (Playhouse) (Indie) (587; 
15)—“Carmen” (Indie) (5th wk). 


Nice $3.000. Last week, $4,000. 


Indpls. Races, Holidays 
Up Biz; ‘Yearling’ Hot 
156, ‘Calcutta’ Fat 146 


Indianapols, June 3. 

Estimated 165,000 attendance at 
Speedway 500 Race on Decoration 
Day was expected to slow down- | 
town film biz this week, but long | 
weekend will tilt trade to best total | 
in several weeks. “Yearling” at 
Loew’s looks top grosser and 
will hoid. “Calcutta” at Indiana and 
“Sea Hawk”-“Sea Wolf” combo at, 
| 

| 





Circle also are okay. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 40- | 
60)—“Sea Hawk” (WB) and “Sea 
Wolf” (WB) (reissues), Nice $10.000. 
Last week. “Imperfect Lady” (Par) | 
and “Seven Were Saved” (Par), 
blah $6,500. 

Indiana (Gamble-Dolle) (3.300; 40- 
60)—“Calcutta” (Par) and “Beat 
Band” (RKO). Sturdy $14,000. Last | 
week, “Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) 
and “Boston Blackie Law” (Col), | 
ditto. 

Keith’s (Gamble-Dolle) (1,300; 40- | 
60)—“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) 
and “Boston Blackie Law” (Col) | 
(m.o.). Neat $6.000 Last week, “Stal- | 
lion Road” (WB) and “Bringing Up! 
Father” (Mono) (m.o.). thin $4,500. | 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 40-60)— | 
“Yearling” «M-G). Hefty $15,000. | 
Last week, “Dishonored Lady” (UA) 


and “Undercover Maisie’ (M-G), 
meagre $7,500. | 

Lyric (Gamble-Dolle) (1,600: 40- 
60)—“Ramrod” (UA) and “That’s 
My Gal” (Rep). Okay $7,000. Last 
week, “Locket” (RKO) and “Wife, 


Wanted” (Mono), mild $6,000. 


Lindfors in ‘Victor’ 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Second American role for Viveca | 
Lindfors, Scandinavian actress, will | 
be the femme lead in “To the Victor” 
at Warners. 
Picture is based on a story by | 
Richard Brodks, who is doing the | 
screenplay. 











Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


This Week ...... ... $647,000 
(Based on 18 tneatres) 
ie i oe . $721,500 


(Based on 16 theatres) 





>= 


Copa’ Lofty 206, 





(Par). Average $3,- 

“Nocturne” (RKO) 

and “Nora Prentiss” (WB), $3,100 

Detroit. June 3. Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; | 

- ; : , _|40-60)—"Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB). 

Bolstered by the holiday week Lively $9,500. Last week, “Love and | 

end, business is ¢ ‘king up a bit} Learn” (WB) (2d wk), $5,000 in 6 
this stanza. Also helping hand is| days. 


the influx of top films. Leading the 
parade is “The Two Mrs. Carrolls” 
at the Michigan, where teamed with 
“Hit Parade of 1947.’ Running a 
close second is “Homestretch,” at 
the Fox, the large house having its 
best week since “Egg and I.” “Copa- 
cabana” looks lofty at Palms-State, 
while “Honeymoon” shapes as stout 
at United Artists. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“Yearling” (M-G) (2d wk). Okay 
$15,000. Last week, loud $18,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 
(3,309: 70-95) — “The Sea Hawk” 
(WB) and “Sea Wolf” (WB) (re- 
issues) (2d wk). Tepid $10,000. Last 
week, tall $18,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,683; 1- 
1.50)—“‘Best Years” (RKO) (9th 
wk). Still steady at $11,000. Last 
week, about same. 

Cinema (Marten) (250; 60-90)— 
“Fantasia” (Indie). Sweet $2,300. 
Last week, “Carmen” (Indie) (3d 
wk), fair $1,300. 


Madison (United Detroit) (1,866; 
50-60)—“Jolson Story” (Col). Swell 


$2,500 in 3 days. Last week. 
Framed” (Col) and “Ladies Man” 
| (Par), fair $2,100 in 3 days. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,039; 
70-95)—"Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB) 


and “Hit Parade 1947” (Rep). Sock 
$35,000 Last week, “Way With 
Women” (WB) with Sammy Kaye 
orch, others, on stage, good $36,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) 
— “Homestretch” (20th). Lusty 
$34,000. 
zade” (U) and “Philo Vance’s Gam- 
ble” (PRC), fair $16,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (2,- 
976; 70-95) —‘Copacabana” (UA) and 
“Too Many Winners” (PRC). Lofty 
$20,000. Last week, “Verdict” (WB) 
and “Love and Learn” (WB), solid 
$13.000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,976; 70-95)—"*Honeymoon” (RKO) 
and “Philo Vance Returns” (PRC). 
Stout $23,000 on basis of former, 
new Shirley Temple starrer. Last 
week, “Sea of Grass” (M-G) and 
“Brother Talks To Horses” (M-G) 
(2d wk), strong $15,000. 


Cincy Better; ‘Odd Man’ 





Sock 166, ‘Homestretch’ 


Big 196, ‘Honeymoon’ 156 


Cincinnati, June 3. 
Biz in general for downtown 
houses is the rosiest for some time, 
holiday padding and extra new bills 
helping to snap slump. Of the new- 
comers “Homestretch” is getting big- 
best coin but “Odd Man Out” is com- 
parably stronger. “Honeymoon” also 
is solid. Holdovers of “Yearling” 
and “High Barbaree” are fat. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)— 
“Homestretch” (20th). Big $19,000. 
Last week, “Ramrod” (UA), $12,000. 


Capitol (RKO) (2.000; 50-75)— | 
“Yearling” (M-G) (2d wk). Rousing 
$13.000 following big $17,500 get- 
away. Stays on. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
“High Barbaree” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Trim $8,000, trailing okay $11.000 
preem. 


Keith’s (UP) (1,542; 50-75)—“Odd 
Man Out” (U). Smash $16,000. Holds. 
Last week, “Smash-Up” (U), six 
days on h.o., swell $9,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 50-60)—“Fab- 
ulous Dorseys” (UA) and “Devil’s 


Playground” (UA). Mild $5,000. Last | 


week, “Scarlet Pimpernel” (FC) and 
“Return of Scarlet Pimpernel 
(reissues), sorry $3,500. 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 


Last week, “Blaze of Noon” (Par), 
$7.500. season's low. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— 
“Undercover Maisie” (M-G). Slow 
$4,000. Last week, “Farmer’s Daugh- 


ter” (RKO), fourth downtown sesh, | 


nice $5,000, 


Last week, “Song Schehera- | 


(FC) | 


50-75 )— | 
“Honeymoon” (RKO). Solid $15,000 | 


L’VILLE STILL DULL; 


Louisville, June 3. 

Business is on slow side this week. 
While bulk of product at downtown 
houses is new, exhibs say marquee 
lure is lacking. Weather has been 
cool and favorable for the film 
shops, but grosses are only average 
or under. “Two Mrs. Carrolls” at 
the Mary Anderson looks to grab 
some attention, but of the big seat- 
ers, only “Ramrod” at State looks 
at all promising. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,200; 40-60)—“‘Homestretch” (20th) 
(m.o.). Looks like one of the best 
bets on this moveover stanza, fine 
$5,500. Ldast week “Farmer's 
Daughter” (RKO) “Devil 
Thumbs Ride” (RKO) 
wk), big $4,000. 

Kentucky 


and 
(m.o. ) 


(Switow ) 
—‘‘Lady in Lake” 


(M-G) and “Sud- 


National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) 
—‘“Fabulous Dorseys” (UA). Good 
$9,000, but way under expectations. 
Last week, “Red House” (UA) fair 
$6,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- 
60)—“Blaze of Noon” (Par) and 
“Fear in Night” (Par) mild $11,000. 
Last week, “Homestretch” (20th), 
big $19,000. 

Scoop ‘(Louisville Theatres) 
26-31 )—"Joke, Son” (E-L). This one 
showed at Strand several months 
ago to mild biz. Currently on sub- 
seguent-run also shapes fair $2,000. 
Last week, “Untamed Fury” (PRC), 
$2,500. 

State (Loew’s) 
i*Ramrod” (UA) 
Jim” (M-G). 
tion for good 
“Great Waltz” 
“Undercover 
$11,500. 
| Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
40-60 )—"““Hit Parade 1947” (Rep) and 
“Trail to San Antone” (Rep). Trim 


(700; 





(3,300; 40-60)— 
and “Little Mr. 
Making some commo- 

$15,000. Last week, 

(M-G) (reissue) and 
Maisie” (M-G), slow 


$6,000. Last week, “Trail Street’ 
(RKO) and “Beat Band” (RKO) 
(2d wk). fine $5,000. 








“Barbaree’ Tasty 


Providence, June 3. 
generally down to 
normal with all stands down on 
regular price scale. Loew’s looks 
great with “High Barbaree” and is 
pacing the town. Majestic is nice 
with “Buck Privates Come Home.” 
Metropolitan's “It Happened On 
Fifth Avenue” shapes stout with 
bally on_ street via thinly-clad 
models. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Honeymoon” (RKO) and “Dick 
Tracy’s Dilemma” ~(RKO). Modet 
$15.500. Last week, “Farmer's 
Daughter” (RKO) 


and “Devil 
Thumbs Ride’ (RKO) (3d wk), 
strong $15,600. 


Things are 


—“‘George Apley” (20th) and “Back- 
lash” (20th) (2d run). Steady $4,500. 
Last week, “Stallion Road” (WB) 
and “Three on a Ticket” (WB) (2d 
run), $5,000. 





‘RAMROD’ 156, TOP PIX. 


(1,200; 30-40) | 


$73,000 in Prov. 


Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) | 


booming business for Broadway first- 
runs this week, with two theatres, 
Roxy and Music Hall, establishing 
new Decoration Day highs on Friday 
(30). Expected big influx of out-of- 
towners accelerated trade on Friday 
and Saturday (31), nearly all houses 
feeling impact. It tended to taper 
off on Sunday (1), reflecting trek of 
visitors back to their homes 

Outstanding among new 
| this “Possessed at 
| Holly wood, where it 
| rousing $45,000. 
| 





entries 
the 
looks to strike 
Film was helped by 
crowds and uniformly 
Only other new 
; ture to off was “Fabulous Dor- 
| seys,” playing firstrun at the Siate 
| with vaude headed by Leo Carrillo 
| but it’s moderate at $25,000. 
Victoria’s “Jungle Book.” with 
around $17,000, and Gotham’'s “Mag- 
nificent Obsession”-“Stole a Million,” 
at $15.000, are both strong for reis- 
sues. Rialto also has a reissue dualer 
but is not getting far. With Strand’s 
“Sea Hawk’’-“Sea Wolf.” this repre- 
sents the biggest reissue display for 
Broadway on Memorial Day in many 


Session iS 


holiday 
crix reports 


good 
pic- 


tee 


years, if ever. Lineup of dualers at 
Strand, Gotham and Rialto also was 
largest for that day in N. Y. first- 


run history. 

Biggest coin currently is going to 
the Roxy, Music Hall and Paramount 
First-named, with Jack Benny, Phil 
Harris, Rochester, et 





al.. boostine 
“Brasher Doubloon” out of mire, will 
finish its second week with smash 
$130,000, far ahead of many first 


weeks at house recently. Roxy’s new 
high Memorial Day was $31,200. 

“Great Expectations,” at Hall. is 
soaring above opening week figure 
| to land great $140,000 as against 
| $135,000 first stanza. House touched 
| a new peak for coin and attendance 
on Memorial Day, Friday (30). Par, 
with “Imperfect Lady” plus stage 
show hea: ed by Buddy Clark, Boyd 
Raeburn band, Jan Murray, struck a 
stout $50.000 for initial holdover 
frame. “Sea Hawk”-“Sea Wolf,” pair 
of oldies, are holding fairly well at 
$33,000 for second Strand week. nice 
coin in view of lower top admis- 
sion and absence of stage fare 





stagebill, comes into the Capitol to- 
| morrow (Thurs.) after four highly 
profitable weeks with “Duel in Sun.” 


“Duel” likely will hit $36,000 in final4 


eight days. 
The Broadway tees. off with 
“Henry V” next Friday (6) after two 


disappointing weeks with “Dishon- 
|} ored Lady.” On same day, Strand 
|opens “Cheyenne” with Ted Lewis 


| 
| 


band. “Happened on Fifth Ave.” gets 





Criterion opens “The Web” today 
(Wed.) after six solid wecks with) 
“Odd Man Out.” “High Barbaree.” 
with Guy Lothbardo band heading 


a preem benefit for Cancer Fund! 
next Tuesday (10) at Rivoli, with 
regular run starting. June 11. It 
|} supplants “Other Love,” which is 
down to $14,500 or near in third 
week. 
| Palace brings in “Woman on 


| Beach” next Saturday (7). “Honey- 
| moon,” now in third week there, is 
| Okay $18,000. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv) (1,300; 95-$2.40 )—- 
“Best Years” (RKO) (28th wk). 
Memorial Day weekend helping this, 
with brisk $33,006 likely after nice 
$29,000 last stanza. 


| Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—"Bells | Broadway (UA) (1.895: $1.10-$2.40) 
[oe ean es orite wath ids “and |—"Dishonored Lady” (UA) (2d-final 
f~ Sage. Favorite — 9 ge TY Slumping to around $9.000, 
| holiday is helping to nice $8,000 o1 


near. Last week. 
(M-G) and vaude. steady $7,000. 
| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Buck Privates Home” («U) and 
“Sister’s Secret” (PRC). Abbott and 
| Costello always a good draw here 
'and looks snappy $18,000. Last week, 
“George Apley” (20th) and “Back- 
|lash” (20th). about same. 
| Metrepolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
|65)—“Happened On Fifth Ave.” 
(Mono) and “Violence” 
Given big exploitation with thinly- 
!clad models on streets. Very nice 
| $15,000. Last week, “Guilt Janet 
;} Ames” (Col) and “Millerson Case” 
(Col), fairly good $10,000. 

State (‘(Ioew) (3,200; 44-65) 
“High Barbaree” (M-G) and “Bull- 
{dog Drummond Bay” (M-G). Big 


| $23.000 or over. Last week, ‘Duel In} 


Sun” (SRO) (3d wk), so-so $19,500 
at upped scale. a 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200: 44-65) | 


|\—‘‘Imperfect Lady” 
| Wild Horses” (Col). Mild $8,500. 
Last week, “Favorite Brunette” 
(Par) and “Thirteenth Hour” (Col) 
| (2d wk). ditto. 














Grosses Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
| ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie, with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when nvlaying 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The  parenthetic admission 
prices. however, as indie-*-7. in 
clude the U.S. amusement tax. 


“Bad Bascomb” | 


(Mono). | 


(Par) and “King | 


meagre, and goes out. Opener was 
thin $14,000. “Henry V” (UA) opens 
| next Friday (6). 
| Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
|_“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (4th-final 
wk). Likely will land $36,000 or a 
bit over in final 8 days: third stanza 
was $39,500. “High Barbaree” (M-G) 
| with Guy Lombardo orch heading 
staveshow opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 
| This marks resumption of flesh as 
| “Duel” 
Criterion (Loew's) (1.700; 60-$1.25) 
“The Web” (U). Opens today 
(Wed.) after six solid weeks with 
i “Odd Man Out” (U). “Odd Man” hit 
near $21,000 in final (6th) week; fifth 
strong $24,000. 
Globe (Brandt) 
t*Framed” (Col) 
!eo0od at $20.000 after 
| opener. Stays a third. 
| Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)— 
Obsession” (U) and 
Million” (U) (reissues). 
| This strong oldie combo is hitting 
extra solid $15,000 opening week 
| Holds over. In ahead, second of “The 
| Guilty” (Mono), thin $6,000 
| Holiywood (WB) (1,499: 70-$1.10) 
—Possessed” (WB). On initial week 
j}ending today ‘(Wed.) looks to reach 
rousing $45,000, with crix appraisal 
ia help. Eighth week of five days for 


| “Carrolls” (WB) was $10,000 





(1,500: 70-$1.20) 
(2d wk). Fairly 
fairish $25,000 


“Magnificent 
| “Stole a 


Memorial Day Ups N. Y.; Possessed’ 
Big 456, ‘Expectations’ Wow 1456, 
Doubloon -Benny Sock 1306, 2d Wks. 


Long Memorial Day weekend is; Jan Murray heading stageshow (3d- 


final wk). Second round ended last 
(Tues.) night held to good $50,000 as 
against $60,000 initial week. 


Radie City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 70-$2.40)\—‘‘Great Ex- 
pectations” (U) and stageshow (2d 
wk). British picture is soaring ahead 
of opening week figure, with big 
$140,000 in sight this session: first 
stanza was strong $135,000 Holds, 
natch! Last Friday (30) was biggest 
Memorial Dav ever here, both in 
amount of coin and attendance 


Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20-$2.40) 


“Carnegie Hall” (UA) (5th wk). 
Getting mild $6,500 this frame; 
fourth was $7,000. Likely will go a 
sixth 

Rialto (Mayer) (594: 35-85)—‘Isle 
of Dead” (RKO) and “Body Snatch- 
ers” (RKO) (reissues) Horror 
combo giving house no material 
upbeat, modest $6,500 Last week, 
“Blacklash” (20th) and “Jewels 


Brandenburg” (20th), $5,800 
let Street” (U) and 
Red Butte” (U) 
Friday (6) 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092: 60-$1.25) 

“Other Love” (UA) (3d wk.). 
Down to thin $14,500 this session, 
and stays only part of feurth frame: 
second was $23,000. “Happened on 


“Scar- 
“Badman From 
(reissues) open 


Fifth Ave.” (Mono) opens next 
Wednesday (11) after gala benefit 
preem for Cancer Fund on night of 
June 10. 

Roxy (20th) (5.886: 80-$1.50) 
“Miracle on 34th St.” (20th) with 


Jerry Lester, Art Bund, Jan August, 
Salici Puppets on stage. Opens to- 
day (Wed.). Final (2d) week of 
“Brasher Doubloon” (20tn) backed 
by Jack Benny, Phil Harris, R 
ter, others, in person, hit sock $130,- 
900; first week was terrific $148,000. 
Combo hit all-time Memoria! Day 
high last Friduy (30) at $31,200 


ches- 


State (Loew's) (3.450: 43-51.10— 
“Fabulous Dorseys” (UA) (Ist run) 
and Leo Carrillo, Berry Bros., 
Smoothies, Ross & Stone. Chad- 
wicks, others, on stage. Fairish 

25,000 looms. Last week, “Janet 
Ames” (Col) (1st run), with Lam- 


berti, Buster Shave, others, $24,500. 


Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.25)— 
“Sea Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” 
(WB) (reissues). (24 wk) Fairly 
steady at about $55,000 after $40,000 
opener, which was under hopes. 
Both represent strong trade in view 
of scale and absence of stageshow. 
“Cheyenne” (WB) and Ted Lewis 
orch heading stagebill open next 


Friday (6). 


Victoria (Maurer) (720-70-$1.20) 


“Jungle Book” (FC) (reissue) Do- 
ing sturdy $17,900 or near in first 
week. In ahead, “Patient Vanishes” 
(FC), mild $11,000, and out. “Duel 
in Sun” (SRO) is set to follow, 
opening in about a week. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 60- 
$1.20)—"“Carnegie Hall” (UA) (5th 
wk). Still okay $28,000 or there- 


abouts after fine $31,000 last frame. 
Set to stay a sixth session with 
“New Orleans” (UA) scheduled to 
come in next. 





Summer Bors Mpls. But 


played sans rostrum support. , 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— 
“Honeymoon” (RKO) (3d-final wk) 
Heading for okay $18,000 in final 
| chenae after $20,000 for second. 
“Woman on Beach” (RKO) opens 
next Saturday (7). | 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70-$1.50) 





fe “Imperfect Lady” (Par) and 
Buddy Clark, Boyd Raeburn orch, 


L£ 


‘Yearlins’ Fast $21,000; 
‘Calcutta’ Smooth 166 


Minneapolis,. June 3. 
The fact that there are only three 
major newcomers and ‘that spring 
weather has arrived, helps to ex- 
plain the current low aggregate loop 
take. The top bracket contingent 
making its entry comprises “The 
Yearling,” “Calcutta” and “Honey- 
moon,” with the first-named getting 

top coin 
nice entry. 


“Calcutta” also shapes as 
It’s the fourth and final 


week for the highly successful 
“Farmer's Daughier” and_ second 
sessions for “Late George Apley.” 


“Blaze of Noon” and “Smash-Up.” 
Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par) (900: 30-44)—"Tall 
Timber” (Indie) and “Black Stzl- 
lion” (Indie) (reissues). Satisfactory 
$2,200 in 5 days. Last week, “Back 
Lash” (20th) and “My Dog Shep” 
(SG), fair $1,800 in 5 days 

Century (Par) (1.F99 50-70)— 
“George Apley” (20th) (m.o.), 
Moderate $6,00" Last week Af- 
fairs Bel Ami” (UA), $7.000 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)— 
“Brasher Doubleon” (20th) Good 
$4,000. Last week, “Fear in Night” 


(Par), okay $3,700 

Lyric (1,100; 50-70) — “Blaze of 
Noon” (Par) (m.o.) Okay $5,000 
Last week, “Boomerang” (20th) (2d 
wk), satisfactory $5,500. giving it 
brisk $19,000 for loop fortnight 

Pix (Newsreel) (190; 50-75)—*The 
Outlaw” (UA) (6th wk) Holding 
up better than expected. Looks okay 
$2.000. Last week. good $2,600 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“The Yearling” (M-G). Highly 
praised and looks big $21,000. Last 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Walter Winchell said: “I fell in love with Cynthia.” Louella Parsons said 
it and so did Hedda Hopper, and Jimmy Fidler said it on his nationwide 
broadcast. Everybody’s saying it including Earl Wilson, Louis Sobol, 
Dorothy Kilgallen, Erskine Johnson, Sheilah Graham and many other 
nationally syndicated columnists whose names carry weight from Coast 
to Coast. — 


You too will say: “I fell in love with Cynthia” and so will your patrons 
because “Cynthia” is the joy of living. She is sweet young womanhood 
experiencing the first kiss, the first romance, the first heart-ache. The 
trade press says: 


“Up front among season’s hits.” —Boxofficee  “Anunusual film for wideand popular appeal.” 


— M. P. Herald 
“Blanket approval from family audiences. | “Homey quality promises well for box-office 
Word of mouth build-up will be reflected turns. —Variety 
at box-office.” —Showmen’s Trade Review  ‘‘Packs plenty of entertainment.” —The Exhibitor 


That vast American audience which packed theatres in big cities and small 
towns for “The Green Years” will recognize that in “Cynthia” M-G-M 
has again made a wonderful motion picture of real people, their joys 
and their troublés and their dreams. It is the first starring role for beauti- 
ful Elizabeth Taylor, the “National Velvet” girl, and her portrayal of 
“Cynthia” is something to take to your heart. 


* 


M-G-M’s “CYNTHIA” — ELIZABETH TAYLOR, George Murphy, S. Z. Sakall, Mary Astor with Gene Lockhart, Spring Byington, 
James Lydon, Scotty Beckett-A Robert Z. Leonard Production « Screen Play by Harold Buchmzn and Charles Kaufman « Based on 
& Play by Vina Delmar- Directed by ROBERT Z. LEONARD. Produced by EDWIN H. KNOPF-A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





Pitt Perking: ‘Yearling’ Tops, Lusty 
$25,000, ‘Carrols’ 236, Temple 136 


Pittsburgh, June 3. 
Things are looking up for a change, 
with holiday pushing biz up generally 
to best level in several months. Prac- 
tically everything’s running high 
nough to rate ho'dover. “Yearling” 
g topping the town at the Penn 
while “Two Mrs. Carrolls” is cash- 
ing in on its marquee names at 
tanley. Also good are “Odd Man 
But at Harris and “Honeymoon” at 
arner, 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)— 
“Angel and Badman” (Rep) (2d wk). 
ropping rather sharply but holding 
tet house doesn’t want to stick 
in “Boomerang” (20th) against such 
tough competition. Down to $5,000, 
but fancy $10,500 last frame. 
Hsrris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70)— 
“Old Man Out” (U). 
but doing steady $14,000 after fine 


reviews. That means extra days. 
ast week, “Buck Privates Come 
ome” (U), went to pieces after 


fine start for weak $8,500. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70)— 
“Yearling” ‘M-G). They’ve been 
waiting for this for a long time. 
Sturdy $25,000, best here in a long 


time. Holds. Last week, “Red 
House” (UA) $15,500. 
Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 40-70)—‘“Red 


par gl (UA) (m.o.). Only $3,000. 
ast week. “Dishonored Lady” (UA) 
(m.o.), $2,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
“Thief of Bagdad” (UA) 
and “Adventures Don Coyote” (UA). 
Way below expectations at this site 
at $3.000, which for a holiday stanza 


is sad. Last week, “Mr. District At- 
torney” (Col) and “Millerson Case” | 
(Col), about same. 


Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)—“Two 
Mrs. Carrolls”’ (WB). Lofty $23,000, 
@nd likely holdover. Last week, 
“Love and Learn” (WB), sad $9,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70)— 


“Honeymoon” (RKO). Crix tore this | 


ene apart but Shirley Temple starrer 
will be nice at $13,000 or over. Last 
week, “Trail Street” (RKO), $11,000. 


Barbaree Aces 


InK. C,, Fine 176 


Kansas City, June 3. 

Flock of new bills for Memorial 
Day weekend, and product is con- 
siderably improved over recent 
weeks. Long weekend with holiday 
prices on last Friday boosted figures 
Al around. “Homestretch” in the 
Tower-Uptown-Fairway trio and 
“High Barbaree” heading the Mid- 
land look standout. “Two Mrs. Car- 
rolls” at the smaller Orpheum looks 
equally as good. ‘“Homestretch” and 
“Carrolls” both may hold. 

Estimates for This Week 

. Esquire (Fox Midwest) (800; 45- 
65)—"‘Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA) and 
“Back Lash” (20th). Topping aver- 
age biz at $6.000. Last week, “Mich- 
igan Kid” (U) and “Trail To San 

ntone” (Rep), modest $5,000. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 65) — 
“Bedelia” (E-L) (3d wk). So-so 
$2,500. Last week, sagged first few 





days but later climbed to $3,500, not | 


bad for second week. 

_ Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 

“High Barbaree” (M-G) and “Two 
mart People” (M-G). Fine $17,000. 
ast week, “Dishonored Lady” (UA) 

and “Undercover Maisie” (M-G), 

$14,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 45- 
65)—“Calcutta” (Par) (2d wk). 
Only holdover in town and solid at 
$11,000. Last week, trim $15,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB) and “Big 
“Town” (Par). First pair here to 
| a red any strength in several weeks. 

Olid $13,000, and may hold. Last 
week, “San Quentin” (RKO) and 
“Ladies’ Man” (Par), slow $9,000. 

Tower - Uptown- Fairway (2.100. 
2,043, 700; 45-65) — “Homestretch” 
(20th). Got off to a good start and 
may stretch run to two weeks. Neat 
$17.000 or over. Last week, “Song 
Scheherazade” (U), $12,000. 


‘Calcutta’ Torrid 22G 
In Buff.; ‘Barbaree’ 176 


Buffalo, June 3. 

Biz is more sprightly this session, 
aided by the long holiday weekend. 
“Calcutta” looks the big standout, 
being torrid at the Lakes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“High Barbaree” (M-G) and “Mister 
Jim” (M-G). Sturdy $17,000. Last 





week, “Carnival Costa Rica” (20th) | 


-and “Undercover Maisie” (M-G), 
$12,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) 
—“Calcutta” (Par). Torrid $22,000. 
Last week, “Two Mrs. Carrolls 
(WB) (2d wk), okay $10,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,000; 40-70)—“Boom 
Town’ (M-G) (reissue) and “Too 


Many Winners” (PRC). 


No sensation | 


(reissue ) | 


Good $8,- ‘ 


2 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $3,224,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 211 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N.Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
a. Sf eee $3,277,300 
(Based on 21 cities, 178 theatres) 














St. Loo Still Slow But 


Busse Tilts ‘Attorney’ 
To Socko $23,000, Omaha 


Omaha, June 3. 
_“Mr. District Attorney” is being 
lifted by Henry Busse ba:.d on stage 
at Orpheum to a big session. Busse’s 
band was well-liked and snagged 
fine reviews. “Two Mrs. Carrolls” at 
the Brandeis is recording a big week 
and “Song of Scheherazade” is not 
far behind at the Omaha. 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-85) 
—“Mr, District Attorney” (Col) and 
Henry Busse orch on stage. Socko 
$23,000. Last week, “Calendar Girl” 
(Rep) and Frankie Carle orch on 
stage, great $25,200. 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500: 
“Two Mrs. Carrolls’”’ 
“Blondie’s Holiday” 


(WB) 
(Col). Big $9,- 


(RKO) and “Devil Thumbs 
(RKO) (2d great wk), $8,000. 
Paramount (Tristates) (2,800: 
65) — “Sea of Grass” (M-G). Trim 
$12,500. Last week, “Happened in 


Ride” 





| ‘Barbaree’ Big $22,000; | 
| ‘Cheyenne’ Dull at 166, 


St. Louis, June 3. 

| Biz took a slight jump over the | 
| three-day Decoration Day weekend 
but robust grosses are still missing. 
| “High Barbaree” with “Brother 
Talks to Horses,” at Loew’s, has a 
|strong lead over “Cheyenne” and 
| “Web of Danger,” at the Fox, for top 


| coin. “Calcutta” is wheeling into its 
| third week at the St. Louis. 


} Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
|—“Two Mrs. Carrolls’ (WB) and 
|“Winter Wonderland” (Rep). Nice 
| $13,000. Last week, “Imperfect | 
| Lady” (Par) and “Danger Street” | 
(Rep), $11,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—‘Chey- 
'enne” (WB) and “Web of Danger” 
| (Rep). Mild $16.000. Last week, 
| “Stella Dallas” (FC) and “Come and 
|Get It” (FC) (reissues) (3 days). 
| Only $3,500. “Cheyenne” (WB) and 


“Web of Danger” (Rep) (4 days), 
| neat $13,000. 

| Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
| “High Barbaree” (M-G) and 
“Brother Talks to Horses” (M-G). 
Big $22,000. Last week, “Great 


Waltz” (M-G) (reissue) and “Under- 
cover Maisie” (M-G), $15,000. 
Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Imperfect Ladv” (Par) and “Dan- 
|ger Street” (Par) (m.o.). Good 
| $11,000. Last week, “Stallion Road” 
'(WB) and “Buck Privates Home” 
(U) (m.o.), $10,000. 
Orpheum (‘Lcew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
| “Mighty McGurk” (M-G) and “Lone 
| Wolf in Mexico” (Col), Passable 
$8,500. Last week, “Sea of Grass” | 
| (M-G)_ and “Bulldog Drummond 
| Bay”? (Col), $8.000. 
| §t. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 50-75)— 
| “Calcutta” (Par) and “I Cover Big 
Town” (Par) (3d wk). Solid $7,500 
after $8,500 second stanza. 


Balto Still Blah But 
‘Carrolls’ Tall $18,000 


Baltimore, June 3. 
No improvement in general trade 


| 
| 





here. Lone exception is “Two Mrs. 
Carrolls” which is way out front 
with big session at the Stanley. 


“Moss Rose,” at the New, also is 
sturdy but rest of downtown list still | 
is in the doldrums. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century ‘(Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—“High Barbaree” (M-G). Looks 
only $10,000 or near. Last week, 
“Odd Man Out” (U), $12,500. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
25-70)—“Corpse Came C.O.D.” (Col) 
plus vaude headed by George M. 
Cohan, Jr., and Phil Brito. Not far- 
ing well at $12,000. Last week, “Mil- 
lerson Case” (Col) and vaude, $11,- 
800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—"“Egg and I’ (U) (3d wk). Starts 
third round today (Tues.) after 
steady second sesh at $11,300 which 
followed a bell-ringing getaway of 
$16,800. Z 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55)— 
|“Ramrod” (UA) (2d wk). Down to 
$5,000 after strong preem at $7,500. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Moss Rose” (20th). Sturdy at $10,- 
000 or close. Last week. third of 
“Homestretch” (20th), $6,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3.280; 25-75)— 
“Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB). Leading 
town at big $18,000. Last week, 
“Love and Learn” (WB), $9,200. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,600; 35-65)— 
“Honeymoon” (RKO). Fairish $14,- 
000. Last week. fourth of “Farmers 
Daughter” (RKO) was $9,200. 








500. Last week, “Love and Learn” 
(WB) and “Big Fix” (PRC), $7,000. 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,100; 40-70 )— 
'“Egg and I” (U) (3d wk). Big $15.- | 
000. and holds again. Last week, 
6,500. 
oT Reck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—‘Fab- 
ulous Dorseys” (UA) and “The Guil- 
ty” (Mono). Nice $5,500. Last week, 
“Thief of Bagdad” (FC) and “Ghost 








oes West” (FC) (reissues), $4,000. 
— Century (20th Cent) (3,900: 
| 40-70 )—"Happened Fifth Ave.” | 
(Mono) and “Mr. Hex” (Mono) (2d 
wk). 
week, big $15,500. 


il 


Trim $9,000 or better. Last | sevs” 


Brooklyn” (M-G), $8,500. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65)— | 


“Song of Scheherazade” (U) and “In- 
visible Informer” (Rep). Fancy $10,- 
000. Last week, “Egg and I” (U) 
(m.o.) (3d wk) and “Leave to Rusty” 
(Col), okay $8,000. 


Duel Record At 
Huge 996, Philly 


Philadelphia, June 3. 
“Duel in the Sun” is hottest box- 
office film to hit Philly in months, 
heading for house record at 
Reports from nabes indicate that it 





will hit the jackpot there also. “Two | 


Mrs. Carrolls” and combo of “Lost 
Honeymoon” and Tex Beneke’s band 
are doing okay biz despite general 
slump. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303: 50-94)—“Dark 
Delusion” (M-G). Thin $6,500. Last 
week, “Affairs Bel Ami” (UA), 
$7,500. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (700; 90-$1.80) 
—“Best Years” (RKO) (9th wk). 
Okay $11.000. Last week, $12,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—“Dis- 
honored Lady” (UA). Fairish $20,- 
000. Last week, “Macomber Affair” 
(UA), $14,500. 


Earle (WB) (2,760: 60-99)—‘Lost 
Honeymoon” (E-L) with Tex Beneke 
orch. Looks great $34,500. Last 
week, “Undercover Maisie” (M-G) 
and “Hayloft Hoedown” on stage. 


fair $18,500. 

Fox (20th) €2,250: 90-$1.25)—“Duel 
in Sun” (SRO). Looks like all-time 
record for this house at huge $55,000. 
Last week, “Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band” (20th) (reissue), pale $12,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—“Egg and I” (U) (4th wk). 
$15.000. Last week. solid $17,500. 

Karliton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
—“Yearling” (M-G) (2d wk). Husky 
$20,000 on heels of sock $23,000 
opener. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—‘Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) 
(2d run). Nice $8,500. Last week, 
“Sea of Grass” (M-G), $7,800 second 


run, 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360: 50-84)— 
“Two Mrs. Carrolls’ (WB). Fine 
$30,000. Last week, “Farmer’s 
Daughter” (RKO), $16,000 for third 
stanza. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950: 50-94)—“Cal- 
cutta” (Par) (2d wk). Looks like 
biz $23.000 or better. Opener was 
hefty $32,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475: 50-94)— 
“Framed” (Col) (3d wk). Mild 
$9,000. Last week, great $12,500. 


‘Barbaree’ Riding High 
At $22,500 in Cleve. 


Cleveland, June 3. 

“High Barbaree” is climbing to 
the top of ladder this week, giving 
State a big session. “Two Mrs. Car- 
rolls” looks weak at Hipp. Palace’s 
h.o. of “Farmer’s Daughter” and 
Allen’s third week of “Egg and I” 
are strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70) —“Eg 
and I” (U) (3d wk). Bright $15,00 
after smart $16,500 last week. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70) — 
“Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB). Dull 
$16,500. Last week, “Framed” (Col), 
click at $19,500. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70) — 
“Framed” (Col) (m.o.). Big $4,500. 
Last week, “Smash-Up” (U) (m.o.), 
pleasing $3,000. 





Ohio (Loew’s) (1.200; 55-70) — 
“Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue) (m. 
o.). Big $9.500. Last week, “Last 
of Mohican:” (FC) (reissue) (PRC), 
sturdy $7,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3.000: 95)—, 
“BParmer’s Daughter” (RKO) (2d 


wk). Warming up to very satisfac- 


tory $12,500, despite disappointing 
$15.000 initial lap. 

State (Loew's) (3.450: 55-70) — 
“High Barbaree” (M-G). Flying 


\high at $22.500. Last week, “Great 


Waltz” (M-G) (reissue), fancy $20,- 
500 but far below hones. 
Stillman (Loew's) (2.700; 55-70)— 


“Blaze of Noon” (Par). Average 
$7,500. Last week. “Fabulous Dor- 
(UA), dribbled to under 


$5,50 


, 


0. 


16-65) — | 
and | 


500. Last week, “Farmer's Daughter” | 


16- | 


Fox. | 


Good | 


Los Angeles, June 3. 
Firstruns are perking up consider- 


sturdy weekend trade and new bills. 





Memorial Day was very big but 
sunny weather slowed up _ trade 
| slightly on Saturday and Sunday. 


“Moss Rose” is leading city in four 
theatres with very good $62,500. 

“Suddenly It’s Spring” is racking 
|}up a strong total with $41,000 in two 
Paramount houses. “Ramrod” looks 
| stout $39,000 or over in four small- 
seaters. Combo of “Maisie” and 
“Brother Talks to Horses” is getting 
| pleasing $47,000 in three houses. 
“Love and Learn” is light $34,500 in 
three spots. Reissue of “Great Waltz” 
is landing great $10,500 at Four Star, 
while “This Happy Breed” appears 
fancy $10,000 at Esquire. 

Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1)— 
“Stairway to Heaven” (U) and “Vigi- 
lantes Return” (U). Neat $6,000. Last 
week, “Duel in Sun” (SRO) (3d wk), 
finished at $3,500. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (824; 65-$1)—‘Ramrod’ 
(UA). Good $6,000. Last week, “Fun 
on Weekend” (UA) (9 days), light 
$4,100. 

Carthay Circle 


| $1) 





(FWC) (1.518: 50- 
“Happened on Fifth Ave.” 








Laying It on the Line 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Boxoffice locally has taken a 
Slight drop, but probably not 
more than is to be expected at 
this time of year with outdoor 
attractions getting under way. 
Top pictures are still doing top 
business and the theatres gener- 
ally are holding their own 
against the call the open 
spaces. 

What's going on in the other 
amusement fields is direct proof 
that the people have money to 
spend and will lay it on the line 
for any show they want to see. 


of 











(Mono) (m.o.). Fine $8,500. Last 
| week, “Odd Man Out” (U) (3d wk-6 
| days), okay $4,200. 
Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 50- 
'$1)—“Moss_ Rose” (20th). Hefty 
1$16,000. Last week, “Fifth Ave.” 
(Mono) (2d wk-6 days), good $9,500. 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 50-$1)— 
|“Tove and Learn” (WB). Fair $14,- 
000. Last week, “Two Mrs. Carrolls” 
(WB) (3d wk), oke $12,000. 
Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 55-$1)—“Ramrod” (UA) 
Big $20,000. Last week, “Fun on 
Weekend” (UA) (9 days), fair $11,- 
600 


Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 50-$1)— 
“Undercover Maisie” (M-G) and 
“Brother Talks Horses” (M-G). Nice 
$12,000. Last week, “High Barbaree” 
(M-G) (2d wk), fair $8,000. 


way Heaven” (U) and “Vigilantes 
Return” (U). Good $6,000. Last week, 
“Duel” (SRO) (3d wk), $3,300. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; $1.20)— 
“This Happy Breed” (U). 
(U) ~(32d wk), finished long at 
okay $3,000. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-$1)— 
“Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue). 
Great $10,500. Last week, 
stretch” (20th) (2d wk-4 days) (m.o.). 
closed at $1.800. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 50-$1)—“The 
Web” (U) (2d wk). Fading to $3,000 
or less. Last week, okay $5,700. 

await (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
50-$1)—“‘Ramrod” (UA). Good $7,000. 
Last week, “Fun on Weekend” (UA) 
(9 days), slow $4,800. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— 
“Love and Learn” (WB). Fair $10,000. 
Last week, “Carrolls” (WB) (3d wk), 
oke $8,000. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475: 50-85)—‘Ramrod” (UA). 
Good $6,000. Last week, “Fun on 
Weekend” (UA) (9 days), fair $4,200. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 50-85)—‘“Web” 
(U) (2d wk). Light $3,000. Last 
week, sturdy $8,000. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)—“Ivan, 
Terrible’ (Artkino) (3d wk). Down 
to $2,000. Last week, nice $2,800. 

Loew State (Loew-WC) 
50-$1)—“Moss Rose” (20th) and 
“Little Mr. Jim” (M-G). Nice $25,- 
000. Last week, “Fifth Ave.” (Mono) 
| (2d wk-6 days), closed at $14,000. 
Los Angeles (D'town-WC) (2.097: 





_and “Brother Talks Horses” (M-G) 


| Neat $23.000. Last week, “High Bar- | 
| baree” (M-G) (2d wk), slow $13,500. | 


(FWC) (1,248; 50-$1)— 


| Loyola 
(20th). Sturdy $9,500. 


i “Moss Rose” 


| Last week, “Fifth Ave.” (Mono) (2d 
| wk-6 days), neat $6,000. | 

Marcal (G&S) (900; 90-$1.50)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (m.o.). Fair 





| $4,000. Last week, “Fantasia” (RKO) 
| (reissue) (10th wk-8 days), 
| $3,400. ) 

| Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210; 50- 
'$1)—“Stairway to Heaven” (U) and 


LA. Climbs Up; ‘Rose’ Lively $62,500 
4 Spots; ‘Ramrod’ Stout 396 for 4; 
‘Spring’ Fancy 416, 2; ‘Love’ 34146, 3 


ably this week largely because of | 


El Rey (FWC) (861; 50-$-)—“Stair- | 


Fancy | 
$10,000. Last week, “Brief Encounter” | 


“Home- | 


(2,404: | 


50-$1)—“Undercover Maisie’ (M-G) | 


neat | 


13 
9 


| “Vigilantes Return” (U). 
000. Last week, “Duel” (SRO) (3d 
wk), good $16,800. 

Palace (D’town-WC) (1,237: 90- 
$1.50)—“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (m.o.), 
Trim $13,000. Last week, “Odd Man 
Out” (U) (4 days) (m.o.), good 
$4,400. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 50-$1)— 
“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) (4th 
wk) and “Millerson Case” (Col) (3d 
wk). Fancy $17,000 or over. Holds. 
Last week, smart $18,700. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 50-$1)— 
“Suddenly Spring” (Par) and “Seven 


Okay $16, 


Were Saved” (Par). Oke $25,000. 
Last week, “Bells of San Angelo” 
(Rep) and “Trail San Antone” 


(Rep), light $12,900. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
451; 50-$1) — “Suddenly Spring” 
(Par). Stout $16,000. Last week, 
“Bells San Angelo” (Rep) and “Trail 
San Antone” (Rep), slow $6,800, 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890: 50- 

| 80)—"Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) 
(4th wk) and “Millerson Case” (Col) 
(3d wk). Likely big $16.000 or bet- 


ter. Holds again. Last week, snappy 
$17,000. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370: 50-$1)—‘“Web” 
(U) (2d wk). Dropping to $5,500. 


Last week, fancy $11,000. 

Studio City (FWC) (880: 50-$1)— 
“Web” (U) (2d wk). Steady $4,000, 
Last week, okay $5,000. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100: 
50-$1)—““Web” (U) and “Decoy” 
(Mono) (2d wk). Okay $10,000. Last 

| week, strong $20,000. 

| Uptown (FWC) (1,719: 50-$1)— 
| “Moss Rose” (20th). Hefty $12,000. 
| Last week, “Fifth Ave.” (Mono) (2d 
| wk-6 days). good $7,000. 

Vocue (FWC) (885; 50-$1)—*Stair- 

| way to Heaven” (U) and “Vigilantes 





Return” (U). Good $6,500. Last 
week, “Duel” (SRO) (2lst wk), 
$3.900. 

W'Ishire (FWC) (2,296: 50-$1)— 
“Undercover Maisie” (M-G) and 
| “Brother Talks Horses” (M-G). 
Pleasing $12,000. Last week. “High 
Ba boree” (M-G) (2d wk), slow 
$7,500. 

Wiltern (WB) (2.300; 50-$1)— 
|““Loye and Learn” (WB). Foir $11.- 
| 000. Last week, “Carrolls” (WB) 


(3d wk), oke $7,500. 


Ramrod Sock 286, 
Hub; ‘Ege’ 276, 2d 


| Boston, June 3. 
| “High Barbaree” day-date at State 
'and Orpheum, “Calcutta” at the Met 
and “Ramrod” day-date at Para- 
mount and Fenway are boosting 
| overall take a little this week. Big- 
| gest coin will go to “High Barbaree” 
but “Ramrod” is making best rela- 
tive showing. 
Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200: 74-$1.20)— 
“Best Years” (RKO). Second week 
| of downtown run, staunch $23,000 
| after fine $28,000 in first. Did 20 
weeks uptown on roadshow basis. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,200; 40-65)— 
| Stairway to Heaven” (U) (2d wk). 
fom sock at $6,000 after $8,500 for 
rst. 








| 


Fenway (M-P) (1,373: 40-80)— 
“Ramrod” (UA) and “Big Fix” 
(PRC). Nice $11,000. Last week, 


| “That’s My Man’ (Rep) and “Love 
and Learn” (WB), $8,000. 

| Majestie (Indie) (1,500; 30-74)— 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and “Santa 
Fe Trail” (Col) (2d wk). Day-date 
with Translux, okay $6,000 after $8,- 
000 on first. 


Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“Egg and I” (U) (2d wk). Great 
$27,000 after huge $32,000 opener. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
—“Calcutta” (Par) and “Likely 
Story” (RKO). Fine $25,000. Last 
week. “Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB) 
and “Big Town” (Par) (2d wk), 
| $20,000. 
| Old South (Siritzky) (700; 40-80)— 
'“All Rome Trembled” (Indie) (2d 
wk). So-so $3,000 after nice $5,500 
| first. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 40-80)— 
| “High Barbaree” (M-G) and 
| “Brother Talks Horses” (M-G). 
| Stout $27,000. Last week. “Duel in 
Sun” (SRO) (3d wk), $26,000 at ad- 
' vanced prices. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80)— 
“Ramrod” (UA) and “Big Fix” 
(PRC). Excellent $17,000. Last 
weck, “That's My Man” (Rep) and 
“Love and Learn” (WB), $15,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 40-80)— 
“High Barbaree” (M-G) and 
“Brother Talks Horses” (M-G). Good 
$16.000. Last week, “Duel in Sun” 
(SRO) (3d wk). Trim $13,000 at ad- 
vance scale. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 30-74)—~ 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and “Santa 
| Fe Trail” (Col) (2d wk). Neat $4,- 
| 500, after $5,700 first. 
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The Bachelor and the 
Bobby-Sexer 
Hollywood, June. 3. 


| unkissed bride but finds that her 


father coined a mint during the war 
and she’s now a society belle who’s 


| interested only in divorcing him with 


RKO release of Dore Schary production. | the least amount of publicity. Rest 





— Cary Grant, Myrna Loy, Shirley 
emple; features Rudy Vallee, Ray Col- 
linus, Hutry Davenport, Johnny Sands. Di- , 
rected by Irving Reis. Original story and 
@creenplay, Sidney Sheldon; camera, Rob- 
ert de tirasse, Nicholas Musuraca; music, 
Leigh Harline; editor, Frederic Knudtson. 
Tradeshown June 2, ‘47. Running time, 
91 MINS, 
eg Pee ee Cary Grant 
TOU Ts o5< op a oa o 6 EeRt ¢enae> Myrna Loy 
BRARD ..g cccvccecesessevosecere Shirley Temple 
Ns sewn cnddbet Ctibaniers Rudy Vallee 
Seer rs ere rer Ray Collins | 
eee «».-Harry Davenport 
Jerry. TrrerrerT: voter Johnny Sands 
RE... ss bad etees whine sabe wean Don Beddoe 
Bessie. .....Lilliaan Randolph 
Axnes Prescott.......0.. .Veda Ann Borg 
eee eer et ee Fete Dan Tobin 
Budge Trevdwell..... ...Ransom Sherman 
TN Ee ee eer ..- William Bakewell 
te ’ .+e.eee-Irving Bacon 
' ts PRETTY CPT Tey ek ert ee lan Bernard 
ee, eee, eee ee Carol Hughes 
nthony Werman. ...cesecess Wiiliam Hall 
S tre Motels. 6. ics esemeoess Gregory Gay 
“The Bachelor and the Bobby- 
Boxer” is broad farce slated for 
strong reception as summer film 
fare. It will brighten hot weather 


boxoffices in all situations. Fun is 
slickly projected to keep entertain- 
ment light and fast, and cast troupes 
it to the hilt. Names of Cary Grant, 
Myrna Loy and Shirley Temple are 
sturdy lures and other values are 
equally strong. R 

Comedy aims are firmiy backed 
by Dore Schary’s production and the 


broad directorial treatment by Irv- | 


fine Reis. Punchy dialog and situa- | 
tions grab sock laughs and it’s all | 


done with deft timing that further | 


glosses farce mood. 

Solid script by Sidney Sheldon 
poses a plot easily adapted to fluffy 
situations. Tossed together are a 
lady judge, a playboy artist and an 
imvressionable teen-ager. Grant, the 
eriist. has already had a brush with 
the judge, Myrna Loy, so when the 
judge’s kid sister, Shirley Temple, 
is found in the artist’s apartment 
late at night, he’s in plenty ‘of 
trouble. Court psychiatrist proposes 
that, rather than make Grant a 
martyr in Miss Temple’s eyes, he be 
assigned to escort her around until 
she gets over her crush. 


Chuckles get heartier and heartier | 
as adult Grant plays at being a ju-|} 
school | 


basketball games, 
It’s done with slapstick 
pays off. 
Miss Loy going for 


venile at 
picnics, etc. 
touch that 
switch with 


Grant and winning him in the finale | 
is an obvious development but well | 


done. 

Starring trio wrap up assignments 
#n firstrate fashion, pleasing might- 
ilv. Not to be discounted for comedy 
playing is Rudy Vallee as an assist- 
ant d.a. who has his romantic eye 
on the judge also. Ray Collins (as 
the psychiatrist), Harry Davenport, 
Johnny Sands, Miss Temple’s juve 
boy friend, Don Beddoe, Lillian 
Randolph, Veda Ann Borg and others 
ho'd up their end of the fun capably. 

Production dress is strong. Lens- 
ins by Robert de Grasse and Nicho- 


Jas. Musuraca, art direction and set | j ; 
| woman ridden into madness by a, 


decorations, editing, background ,.mu- 
gic and other factors lend able back- 
ing. Brog. 


Living in a Big Way 
(ONE SONG) 


Metro release of Pandro S. Berman pro- 
@uviion. Stars Gene Kelly, Marie McDon- 
@li: features Charles Winninger, Phyllis 
Thaxter, Spring Byington. Directed by 
Gresory LaCava. Screenplay, LaCava and 
Tr\ing Revetch, based on criginal by La 
Cave: editor, Ferris Webster; camera, Har- 


yi Rosson; dances, Kelly and Stanley 
Donen: song, ‘“‘Fido and Me,’’ by Louis 
Alter and Edward Heyman. Previewed 
RK. Y., May 27, '47. Running time, 102 
MINS. ~ : 
OD? GOGOL ss crceverecrs vseees-Gene Kelly 
fargnaud Morgan.......... Marie McDonald 
D. Rutherford Morgan..Charles Winninger 
Peegy Randall.......... ..-Phyllis Thaxter 
rs, MOTM@AN...ccccsccvade Spring Byington 
Dignil Mor@an.....cccecsessocces Jean Adair 
f. rett Hanover Smythe..Clinton Sundberg 
ee PORTE TEE © ee es eae John Warburton 
StS ..<0.+ <> oeleepne geese William Phillips 





“Living in a Big Way” represents 

ore than anything else an attempt 

y Metro to reintroduce Gene Kelly 
to audiences after his absence in the 
Navy and, as such, it succeeds, Un- 
inspired story serves chiefly as a 
peg on which Kelly can hang his in- 
spired dance routines, demonstrate 
his affable acting and generally en- 
joy a tour de force such as is seldom 

iven an actor. He gets nice support 
Som Marie McDonald, Charles Win- 
ninger, Phyllis Thaxter and the rest 
of the cast but the picture is all his. 
It should do okay in most first-run 
situations. 

Navy service apparently kept 
Kcily in good trim because he has 
never danced better. He does three 
outstanding numbers, staged by him- 
se!f and Stanlev Donen, best of which 
is one he terps with a live dog as 
partner to an original song, “Fido 
and Me.” He demonstrates neat agil- 
itv and tumbling technique in an- 
other routine in which he plays hop- 
acotch with a bunch of moppets and 
then hops across the rafters of an 
unfinished house with the greatest 
of ease. Other number is a nifty bit 
of ballroomology, marked by the fact 
that Miss McDonald keeps up with 
Ke'ly’s stepping all the way. 

Screenplay by Gregory LaCava 
and Irving Ravetch, based on an 
orivinal story by LaCava, is enter- 
taining enough but most of it’s been 
told before. Kelly is seen as an Army 
fier who marries Miss McDonald. 
an unassuming young miss, just a 
few hours before he heads overseas. 
He returns, after his discharge to his 


Romance| 


jof the tale revolves around his re- 


romancing his wife for inevitable 
success. Intermingled with the ro- 
mance is a sub-theme based on the 


vets’ housing shortage, in which Miss | 


McDonald’s now-wealthy family 
back Kelly’s Army pals in building 
a new project. 

In addition te his dancing, Kelly 
shines in his thesping chores, dem- 
onstrating a genial flair for comedy. 
Miss McDonald, whose acting im- 
proves with each picture, does okay 
as the gal, ably abetted by her pin- 





|up figure. Winninger and Spring By- | 


ington add to the fun as her nou-| 
veau-riche parents, and _ Phyllis 
Thaxter, as the widow of one of 


Kelly's Army buddies, contributes a 
neat touch of pathos. Clinton Sund- 
berg turns in an outstanding bit as 
the family’s outspoken butler, and 
Jean Adair is good as Miss McDon- 
ald’s understanding grandmother. 
William Phillips also does a nice job 
as Kelly’s sidekick. . 

La Cava handles the cast with a 
light touch for the best comedy re- 
sults and the film is given adequate 
mountings by producer Pandro S. 
Berman. “Fido” song by Louis Alter 
and Edward Heyman hasn't much 
commercial potentiality but serves 
as a neat showtune for Kelly’s terp- 


ine. Camera work, under the super- 
vision of Harold Rosson, is standout. 
Stal. 
Possessed 
Warner Bros. release of Jerry Wald pro- 
duction. Stars Joan Crawford, Van Heflin; 
features Raymond ‘Massey. Directed by 
Curtis Bernhardt, Screenplay by Silvia 


Richards and Ranald MacDougall, based on 


story by Rita Weiman; camera, Jos. Val- 
entine; editor Rudi Fehr. Tradeshown 
Mm FT) Sas 22 a, Running time, 108 
MINS 

EASeaee BOWS. chicdscecceces Joan Crawford 
RR Dl, SERGI OR. ono bhneheesee+at ede Van Heilin 
Peer SEORTGIB . ccc caccacs Raymond Massey 
Ceara CermeAtl, uve gene does Geraldine Brooks 
ca. Bees PRA cave hidesunss Stanley Ridges 
oy” Ee eae eer John Ridgely | 
Dr. Ames eT see TERS .Moroni Olsen } 
Patmlin® Gara eet. « ooo% 0's ccc tss Nana Brvant | 
Dr. M. SREFMAN...cocceces Erskine Sanford 
Wynn Grahaid..ccccocececes: Gerald Perreau 
Kisie. . TEETEETELITE LTE Lisa Golm 
Dr. “CORI. obi i eqeet.ceciase Don MeGuire 
Jtiry  -Foremian. .6..sccdes Douglas Kennedy 
NORA. cb iei seer eenc codec tetien ee Bue 
CRI e's 6a 8645 0 ca the 0 048 Griff Barnett 





Jerry Wald, taking his licks at the | 
psycho film cycle, has turned out a} 


solid boxoffiee item for Warners in 





| combination 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Bacheior and the 
Bobby-Soxer” (RKO). Bright 
farce comedy with hefty b.o. 
prospects. 

“Living in a Big Way” ‘(One 
Song) (M-G). Gene Kelly, 
Marie McDonald in entertain- 
ing comedy; strong b.0o. 

“Possessed” (WB). Joan 
Crawford and Van Heflin in 
solid psycho-meller for top b.0o. 
results, 

“Under the Tonto Rim” 
(RKO). Good western based on 
Zane Gray novel, for support- 
ing situations. 

“Seven Keys to Baldpate” 
(RKO). Standard comedy-mys- 
tery remake of venerable story 
and play, okay for dual bills. 

“That’s My Gal” (Songs- 
Color) (Rep). Weak filmusical 
slated for dualers. 

“Dear Murderer” (GFD). Brit- 
ish-made so stagey and gloomy 
that looks only okay as support 
to U.S. dualers. 

“Bush Christmas” (GFD). J. 
Arthur Rank’s first children’s 
feature film, made in Australia; 
dubious appeal in US. 

“Hollywood Barn Dance” 
(Musical) (SG). Rural comedy, 
loaded with 18 hillbilly tunes, 
okay for corn belt areas. 

“Killer at Large” (PRC). 
Formula thriller, with the yet 
housing situation as a side-issue; 
for supporting situations. 


“Too Many Winners” (PRC). 
Good supporting product pro- 
jecting further screen adven- 
tures of Michael Shayne. 

“The King’s Jester” (Super- 
film). Standout Italian melo- 
drama based on “Rigoletto”; 


surefire for sureseaters. 








as Massey’s daughter, shows 
promise on her small part with a 
of striking looks and 
controlled thesping talent. Rest of 
the players are all firstrate.Herm. 


Under the Tonto Rim 


RKO release of 
tion. 


Herman Schlom produc- 
Stars Tim Holt; features Nan Leslie, 
Richard Martin. Directed by Lew Landers. 


| another 
| bet. 


big 


over the years. Production and di- 


rection don’t give it much freshgest 


or zip to overcome a 


head cast. Terry Is on 


of-season Baldpate Inn to knock 


bet with Terry and is 
panels, dead bodies, black cats and | 
mysterious characters clutter up the | 


suspense or excitement. 

Gang of jewel thieves, which has | 
unaccountably sought the old inn as | 
payoff place, furnish menace for 
piece. Eduardo Ciannelli heads the 
gang, with Margaret Lindsay, Tony 
Barrett, Richard Powers and Jason 
Robards as the other crooks. Arthur 
Shields is the undercover insurance | 
detective who adds some mystery to 
proceedings and Jimmy Conlin is the 
addle-pated hermit who sticks his 
nose into the skullduggery. 

Lew Landers’ direction puts plot 
and cast through standard paces and 
Herman Schlom’s production guid- 
ance is average for release inten- 
tions, as are other production credits, 
: Brog. 





(SONGS—COLOR) 


Republic release of Armand Schaefer pro- 
duction. Stars Lynne Roberts, Donald | 
Barry; features Frank Jenks, Pinky Lee, | 
Edward Gargan. Directed by George Blair 
Screenplay, Joseph Hoffman; original story, | 


Frances Hyland, Bernard Feins; songs, 
Jack Elliott; camera (Trucolor), Bud 
Thackery; editor, Arthur Roberts. Trade- 
shown, N. Y¥., May 28, ‘47. Running time, 
66 MINS, 

Natalie Adams.....ccccee> Lynne Roberts 
Benny Novak........ ckedeovate Donald Barry 
Harry Coleman....ese. Sasegee ..Pinky Lee 
Louie KoblentZ.....seeese- ..Frank Jenk 
Min@ . ovis Céeesveeseness Kdward Gargan 
Helen McBride.....-..ccccees judy Clark 
Governor Thompson. .e++. Paul Stanton | 
Assemblyman McBride...... John Hamilton 
Danmy BEAIGRS soc cc cevccscess Ray Walker | 
PORROE ooo vv cceceus s¥evecees MRA eartun | 
Joshua PerkinB........csee6- Klmer Jerome 

| Judge ee eecees escevess CHEOrge Carleton 

| Jan Savitt and His Top Hatters | 


Isabelita 
Guadalajara Trio 
Four Step Bros 
St. Clair & Vilova 

Dolores & Don Graham | 

“That's My Gal” is a lowercase | 

filmusical that'll serve its intended | 

purpose as program filler in nabe | 
situations. Conventional plot centers 
around backstage antics of a shady | 
crew of legit producers. Slight relief 
is supplied by a series of vaudeville 





big-town 
some goggle-eyed angels into over- | 
investing in a burleycue show. Idea | 


| honors in this production with a vir- | 


+ ee 7 ” >4 - ~ 9c ; 

Possessed. Film could coast into | Screenplay, Norman Houston, based on 
| the blue solely on the marquee lustre | novel by Zane Grey: camera, J. Roy Hunt: 
‘supplied by Joan Crawford, Van | score, Paul Sawtell; editor, Lyle Boyer. 
| Heflin and Raymond Massey. But the | Reviewed N. Y., June 3, '47. Running time, 

basic wicket-power is oiled by a weep ies: eas 
gripping screenplay that’s been | pucy..3 30.00. Nan Leslie 
translated into celluloid with unusual | Chito......... 5 rT Richard Martin | 
frankness. It’s a superlatively ac- Dennison... .sccccccccesccces Richard Powers 
coutred production but the story it | JUamita.......seecseeeeeeees, corel Tevnae 
tells of a woman disintegrating into | sneyin 1/ asiy ieeeoay 
extreme insanity is not pretty. | Capt. MeLean........ Specs lason Robards 

Miss Crawford, who’s been tack- | Hooker.............. Robert Clarke 
ling a series of difficult roles in her — Ce eee ere ses ereee st eeresesine Jay Norris 
recent pictures, cops all thesping | (yy 00.0.0 siese. sevens 


tuoso performance as a frustrated! ‘The plus values in “Under the 


| Tonto Rim” are contained in a good 


| 
| 
| quick fold and clean getaway for the 


guilt-obsessed mind, Actress has ma- 
tured into a self-assurance that per- 
mits her to completely dominate the 
screen even vis-a-vis such accom- 
plished players as Heflin and Massey. 
During several sequences in which 
Miss Crawford teeters precariously, 
on the outer edge of sanity, she pro- 
jects with an intensity that’s un- 
pleasant and fascinating at the same 
time. ‘ 
Heflin’s part of a footloose engi- 
neer who romances his ladies with 
one eye on the railroad schedule is 
not drawn with equal sharpness, By 
sheer power of personal wit, how- 
ever, Heflin infuses his role with 
charm and degree of credibility de- 
spite a lack of clear motivation for 
his behavior. Massey, as the unlucky 
husband of two mad women, is sol- 
emn, strong and dignified, his thesp- 
ing in this case being marked by 
more polish than emotional power. 
Despite its overall superiority, 
“Possessed” is somewhat marred by 
an ambiguous approach in Curtis 
Bernhardt’s direction, Film vacil- 
lates between being a cold clinical 
analysis of a mental crackup and 


a highly surcharged melodramatic 
vehicle for Miss Crawford’s histri- 
onics. As pure psychiatry, film 


achieves a strong quality of direct- 
ness up to the point where the melo- 
dramatic flourishes negate its scien- 


grade of production and exploitation 
values contained in Zane Grey’s name 
upon which the film is based. Action- 
wise, “Tonto” meets the require- 
ments of the western trade more 
than adequately. Pacing is fast, and 
picture contains a sufficient amount 
of gunplay. In addition, yarn is ca- 
pable of maintaining interest. 

Name value is contained in Tim 
Holt, cast as the owner of a stage- 
coach line which is victimized by a 
gang holdup in which his bosom 
buddy is killed. He consequently 
tracks down the gang, through fairly 
ingenious- methods. First, he gets 
himself jailed with a member of the 
gang as a prison mate and escapes 
so that his fellow prisoner takes him 
to the gang hideout. Conclusion of 
the story is obvious after that. 


ances with Holt sufficiently impres- 
sive as hero of the piece. Nan Les- 
lie is picturesque in a slight role in 
which she provides love interest and 
Richard Martin provides comedy re- 
lief. The baddies, Tony Barrett and 
Richard Powers, give routine char- 
acterizations, 

Far above average for westerns is 
the photography by J. Roy Hunt. 
The long-range desert shots some- 
times give an arty air to the pro- 
ceedings, but never slow up the ac- 





tific accuracy. As melodrama, the 





steady forward progression of the 
| plot mechanism and makes the film 
| lose that mounting line of tension, 

| Unfolding via flashback technique, 
| film opens with a terrific bang as the 
| camera picks up Miss Crawford wan- 
dering haggard and dazed through 
Los Angeles until she collapses. n | 
ithe psychiatric ward of the local 
hospital, under narco-hypnosis, she | 
relives the series of personal blows 
that ultimately reduced her to schizo- 
|; phrenia. Desperately in love with 
Heflin. who brushed her off, she mar- | 
ried Massey whose first wife com- 
mitted suicide. Already slightly un-/! 
balanced = 4 Heflin’s coldness, she 
becomes deluded with the idea that 
she murdered Massey’s first wife. 
Her grip on reality becomes com- 
nletely lost when she discovers that 


Heflin is set on marrying Massey's | 
daughter and, after unsuccessfully | 
trying to poison that relationship. 
she kills Heflin and flees to L. A. 
where the picture opens. 

Geraldine Brooks, screen new- 


comer who tops the supporting. cast 


tion. Lew Landers’ direction allows 


clfnical approach interferes with the | little time for letup and Norman 


' Houston's sereenplay contains a min- 


imum of cliches. Jose. 





Seven Keys to Baldpate 


Hollywood, June 3. 

RKO release of Herman Schlom produc 
tion. Features Phillip Terry, Jacqueline 
White, Eduardo Clarnelli, Margaret Lind. 
say, Arthur Shields, Jimmy Conlin. Direct. 
ed by Lew Landers. Screenplay, Lee Loeh: 
from novel by Karl Derr Higgers and 
the dramatization by George M. Cohan: 
amera, Jack MacKenzie; editor, J R. 
Whittredge. Tradeshown June %, ‘47. Run. 
ning time, 68 MINS. 


acts sporadically thrown to the 
camera fore. Overall production 


| values are on the modest side, but 
| the Trucolor process stains the cellu- 


loid haphazardly. 


Frail story concerns a group of| 
swindle | 


operators who 


was to put on a cheap turkey with a 


producers. But after one of the 
'sucker§ dies, the estate executor 
|steps in to build the show into a 
'smash hit. Some absurd political | 
angles and romantic mooning be- 
tween gal executor and the No. 1 
easy-money guy fail to make the film 
percolate, 

In lead roles, Lynne Roberts and 
Donald Barry give weak perform- 
ances. Pinky Lee and Frank Jenks 
register better in secondary parts, 
doing their best with ltmp lines. 
Among specialty acts, the Four Step 
Bros. are most impressive with a 
snappy acrobatic dance routine. Jan 





The cast gives standard perform- | 


Savitt’s orch, Guadalajara Trio, Judy 
Clark and other acts are on briefly 
and do okay. Musical score has 
nothing to recommend. Herm. 





Dear Murderer 
(BRITISH-MADE) 


London, May 29. 
General Film Distributors’ release of 
Gainsborough production. Stars Erie Port- 
man, Greta Gynt; features Dennis Price, 
Jack Warner, Maxwell Reed. Directed by 
Arthur Crabtree, Screenplay, Muriel and 
Sydney Box, Peter Rogers from play by 
St. John Legh Clowes. Camera, Stephen 
Dade. At Marble Arch Odeon, London. 
Running time, 94 MINS, , 
Mad i Te OE -+.Eric Portman 
Vivien Warren....., Seecccecees Greta Gynt 
Richard Fenton...............Dennig Price 
Jimmy Martin..... tteereese- Maxwell Reed 
Inspector Pembury............Jack Warner 


Avis Fenton.........00........ Hagel Court 
Sergeant Fox...... seoee. Andrew Crawford 
AE eee reer eye Jane Hylton 
Prison Warder....... ye ey (haries Rolfe 
American Secretary.,.......... Judith Carol 


Warren's Secretary........ .. Valerie Ward 
- aa eteste: 

First of Betty Box's films under 
her new contract as producer, this 
adaptation of a popular stage drama 
should earn its cost in this country, 
Story has a novel angle, but is al- 
ways plausible. It is played with 
conviction by a good all-round cast. 
American audiences may find it too 
stagey and too gloomy. Nor hag it 
enough emotional momentum to 
make it universally acceptable. It 
may do as supporting fare in U. S. 





Neither a whodunit nor a psycho- 
logical study, 


| taken in garbing and 


e. . i 

Phillip Terry and Jacqueline White | 
ly adequate | 

as the mystery writer who seeks - 
OTT | 
chiller in 24 hours to win a) 
Miss White appears to slightly | 
better advantage as the secretary of | 
the inn’s owner, who has made the | necessary physical 
trying to|is cast as such a 
frighten him off. Standard sliding} lover that one wonders 


jas the guilty man. 
That’s My Gal | 
: But, 


| with the police. 





Magee Phillip Terry | picture tells a straight 
Meaty jacqueline White | StOry of revenge and planning of a 
Cargan tessseee Eduardo Clannei | perfect crime, But the adaptors ap- 
Connie Ns avdaboes ss Margaret lindssy | pear to have been obsessed by the 
Bolton. eenbantnsene —_ Contin | emmitation of the original stage play. 
ee cee Tony Barrett, — OF Much of the film, duolog follpws 
Bland Kichara Powers | duolog, and the economy in light- 
Hayde Jason Robarde ng i very apparent 

Win ~eur~at ith popular com Jac f > 

Seven Keys to Baldpate” is back! as a Seatiand Yard delete Gon 
for its fiith creen version and the should have been scope for some 
third remake of venerable tage legitimate comedy. But he raises 
piece by RKO. This one shapes up no laughs. To prove that he can 
only a ipporting comedy-mystery.|' play a straight part is a waste ‘of | 
plot having lost uch of its thrill’ good character 


comedian. Trouble 


photo aphi 
Greta Gynt is well rewarded. 
shows how use can be made 
this promising actress. Kri¢ Pee 
man is again cast in a role wij 
which he is becoming too close} 
associated. But he plays it wel] i 
would be unfair to judge Maxwel, 
Reed on his acting in this, New 
comer to stardom, he exhibits the 
ualifications, bu 
ull unemotionat 


why 
Gynt fell in love with him. y Greta 


Yarn tells how a successful busis 


scene without generating too much | ness man hurries home from Amer 
}ica on suspicion that his wife hag 


been unfaithful, Finding evidence 
in his apartment that a lawyer ig 


one of her lovers, he calls on him 


and makes a so-called sporting offer 


| Husband has decided to murder him 


and has planned the perfect crime 
so as to look like a suicide. If the 
victim can find a loophole, the hus. 
band will let him go scot free. But 
the lawyer can see no way in which 
the murderer will incriminate him. 
self and so pays the penalty. 
Having committed the murder, the 
man discovers that his wife has a 
new lover, and he fakes the evidence 
so that everything points to this one 
To complete hig 
revenge, husband reveals to his wife 
that he is the murderer, and gloatg 
over the arrest of her boy friend, 
deadlier than the male, the 
wife spins a cunning web around 
her husband, and ends up by poison. 
ing him. Last shot sees her leavin 
Cane, 
Bush Christmas 
(AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 


London, -May 27, 

General Film Distributors’ release of 
| Gaumont-British Children’s Entertainment 
| Film preduction. Stars Chips Rafferty, 
John Fernside, Directed by Ralph Smart, 
Camera, George Heath At Gaumont-Brite 

ish theatre. Running time, 80 MINS, 
Long Bill... .ccscseteve. Chips Rafferty 
SAR. <6: ce bbede dd devi ebeseere Johr Fernside 
BEING. accoaperecoccesecesesoce Stun Tothurst 
Prather. .ceccases ee eresereccces Pat Penny 
Mother...ccccccecce eccceses Thelma Grigg 
Ole PACK. ecccdcvovocet oes (lIvde Combo 
NOsrator.ccreccccccsecvcess Johr McCallum 
BUONO, 6 oc ccceaeKoesecesocess Helen Grieve 
BNOW. secere devecerecccese .Nicky Yardley 
MU. pthc UCT TTT TTT Tee Morris Unicomb 
Michael]. ..sccccccsccccesss Michael Yardley 
Se eee TLE. Te eee Neza Sxunderg 





Made in Australia under the direc. 
tion of J. Arthur Rank’s Children’s 
Film Production Dept. this is the 
first feature film specifically pro- 
duced for Rank’s Children's Cinem 
Club. Shot in Blue Mountains o 
New South Wales, it -has an all-Aue 
stralian staff and cast. Ralph Smart, 


who was associate-producer on “The 
| Overlanders,” and George Heath, vet 


film cameraman in Australia, helped 
put over the picture. This may in- 
terest some U. S. exhibs who go in 
strongly for kid matinees but the 
accent likely will be a slight handie 
cap. 

“Bush Christmas” may attract the 
attention of Hollywood producers. 
There is nothing childish about this 
western, which should get real sup- 
port from all those groups clamoring 
for better and more suitable films 


|for juveniles. 


Story is about a family of Australe 
ian children who, riding home from 
schoo] for Christmas holiday, inade 
vertently give horse thieves informae 
tion about their father’s prize horses. 
The horses are stolen and the chil- 
dren track the thieves through the 
wild mountain country. Climax 
comes in a gold mining ghost tow 
where the youngsters catch up wit 
the robbers. Kids finally are res 
cued by the police. R 

There’s no playing down to chil- 
dren in any way. Nor is instruction 
rammed down their throats. rite | 
custom and every authentic touc 
is introduced in a natural manner. 
Tolerance is certainly one of the les- 
sons taught here. 

Acting of the professionals is 
first-rate, and that of the children 
natural. Film’s success in England 
is a foregone conclusion. Cane. 


Hollywood Barn Dance 


(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, June 3. 

Screen Guild release of Jack Schwu'z pree 
duction. Features Ernest Tubb, tori Taly 
bott, Helen Boyce, Earle Hodgins, Fran 
McGlynn, Phil Arnold, Red Herron, Pa’ 
Combs, Jack Guthrie. Directed by B. B. 
Ray. Adaptation and screenpley, a 
Knox Martin; original, Ray; camera, Jac 
Greenhalgh; music, Walter Greene: sous® 
Ernest Tubb, Zeb Turner, Henry Stewar 
T. Texas Tyler, Sam Neuman & Michaé 
Breen, Jimmie and Leon Short, Willis Brom, 


Al Clauser & Tex Hoepner, Pob Nolan 
Johnnie Tyler, Helen Boice; editor. Robert 
Crandell. Previewed May 27, ‘47. Running 
time, 78 MINS. 

_ 7, RRP aa ee ...-- Ernest — 
PAOIOR < 555 << Sete ec ese hece i> Lori Talbot 
esas ATE PT eS a Pees Helen Boye@ 
Cartwright..... SORTS err Earle Hodzing 
Pa Tubb..,... es Ganekss 60 Frank MeGlynn 
Toppitt see eee eC OOO Serres eeeer® Phil Arnol 
SOO Dised 604680% we oecceee Larry Ree 
eer beside de seeeeeses Red Herron 
Ma Tubb . ee en eee ere Arne Kond 
Ma Perkins...... errr erry ye Beity Mudgé 
Theatre Manager..........-.....--Cy Ring 
Hotel Clerk.......0.. seseee- Frank Bristow 
CPOUIETs 6 oats 0 aes eccececasd Albin Robelin 
ny ot OOOO TET ee Dotti Hacket 


Philharmonic Trio.,..... Philharmonic Trig 
a | es S| Conbe 


Specialty Act.................daek Guthrié 
Onl resemblance “Hollywood 
Barn Dance” bears to the radio show 


is the title and generous load of pral- 


|rie ballads. Strictly for the swin& 


yure-partner trade. The 18 tunes 
guarantee the square-dance fans 
plenty of listening in 73 minutes run 
ning time. Best asset is the music, 
which is good hillbilly, wel! done bY 
Ernest Tubb and other professiona 


(Continued on page 18) 
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See New 


Bldg. Trend Veering Towards 


Small-Seater Theatres-for First Runs 


Trend towards small-seater thea- 
tres, either through the sale of pres- 
ent houses or construction of new 
ones, for firstrun playdates now is 
being forecast in the industry for 
about six months hence. Actual 
building of new houses of 500-700 
seats, of course, is predicted on 
stabilization of construction costs 
during the next six or seven months. 


Recent survey of U. S. theatres re- 
vealed that the average house today 
is about 25 years old, with new con- 
struction virtually at a- standstill 
during the war. Result is that there 
are many film theatres which are 
outmoded, requiring plenty of face- 
lifting or complete new construction. 
Actual new theatre construction ‘in 
most key cities in downtown sec- 
tors have been held back thus far 
by the fact that building costs have 
virtually doubled since present 
structures were put up. 

Fact that Selznick, with “Duel in 
Sun,” and Universal, with “Stairway 
to Heaven,” have gone into smaller 
houses on long-run even though at 
comparatively small weekly gross, 
tips the trend towards this smaller 
type of operation. Some distribu- 
tors, based on SRO's test dates for 
“Duel” and U with “Stairway” ex- 
perience, are nearly convinced they 
don’t have to worry too much about 
first-run playing time. In like 
fashion, the leasing of small houses 
or ex-legit theatres by United Ar- 
tists for “Henry V” likewise paid off 
in a resounding manner. 

Because of this experience certain 
distribs are looking more and more 
towards this smaller type of opera- 
tion even if in the nabe category 
since rated a sure means of, obtain- 
ing revenue return. Prestige Pic- 
tures, for one, is taking nabe house 
and making them into first-run op- 
erations for J. Arthur Rank produc- 
tions. 

Sale of these smaller houses or 
eonstruction of same is looked for 
within six months. Banks now have 
marginal coin available for such 
deals. Also it’s reported that even 
people not so familiar with actual 
theatre operations are not adverse 
to going into the film biz by build- 
ing theatres and leasing them to ex- 
hibs or film companies requiring 
theatre outlets. : 

Even where new theatre construc- 
tion is started in midtown areas, 
tendency is expected to be towards 
the small-seater or house with less 
than 1,000 seats, preferably one with 
500 to 800 seats. 

Banker yen towards giving coin 
for theatre deals stems from fact 
that banks rate this as réal estate, 
which always has been on the pre- 
ferred loaning agenda. Attitude of 
some distribs is that what is the dif- 


ference if the house has a small. 


capacity when it can get 12 to 15 
weeks in a single location or an 
amount comparable to four or five 
weeks in a larger house. 





2 New Ones for Colo. 
Denver, June 3. 

Newly formed Denver Drive-In 
Theatre Corporation, headed by 
John Wolfberg, Broadway manager, 
and his cousin, Harold Cohen, 
former film salesman, will have 
their 750-car Drive-In ready by 
June 15. Being built near Auroa, 
Colo., Denver suburb, it is the city’s 
first Drive-In. 

Panayes G. Dikeyou has’ picked 
architects who will draw plans for 
a $500.000 first-run 1,700-seater on 
land bought here three years ago 
for that purpose. A + television 
tower will be included, with con- 
struction to start soon. 





1,000 Seater in Warsaw, Ind. 
Warsaw, Ind., June 3. 

Construction of a new $200,000 
theatre here has been announced by 
Mallers Bros., who operate several 
houses in Indiana. New house will 
be the Lake. It will be a 1,000- 
seater and air-conditioned 





Seguin, Texas, June 3. 
H. A. Daniels, who operates two 
theatres here, plans a third house 
to be constructed soon. New thea- 

tre will feature Mexican pictures. 
J. U. R. Realty Co.. of which E. H. 
Rowley is prexy, bought a lot ad- 
joining its Texas at San Angelo at a 
reported price of $45,000. Plan to 
build either a 10-story office build- 
ing or a-theatre with five floors of 

offices above. 
2 New Theatres For Dallas 

Dallas, June 3. 
Construction is expected to 
here soon on a new $100,000 house 


as a unit of the Phil Isley circuit. , 





House will seat 1,000. C. V. Caver, 
who operates the Rita here in associ- 
ation with the Isley circuit, wiil be 
manager of house which is expected 
to be ready in about seven months. 
Construction is expected to get 
under way here soon on a new 650- 
seat theatre to be built by Joe 
Joseph, local theatre broker. House, 
|to be called Cedar Crest, will be in 
ithe new Cedar Crest section. 
$100,000 House in Clinton, N.C. 
Raleigh, N. C., June 3. 
| Plans have been drawn for a pic- 
ture theatre for Clinton to 
about $100,000. Announcement of 
plans was made by Mrs. J. M. Dick 
of Raleigh, and J. Leland Young of 





Clinton, manager of the Casino and ! 


| Broadway theatres. 





$150,000 Wabash, Ind., House 
Wabash, Ind., June 3. 
Construction of+the new 
Esquire theatre here will begin 
about July 1. It will be built on the 


site of the old Tremont hotel, which | 
| will be torn down. 


Plans for 
house were drawn several years ago 
but the war delayed construction. 





3 Drive-Ins For Upstate N. Y. 
Albany, June 3. 
Middletown Drive-In Company, in 





start } 


which Harry Lamont is heavily in- 
terested, plans construction of a 350- 
car outdoor theatre near Middle- 
town. It has been licensed by Park- 
In Theatres Corporation, whose 
president is W. W. Smith, of Camden, 
N. J., to operate in the -Sullivan 
County summer resort town. The 
drive-in will be the first in that area. 


Lamont has opened, for. the 
second season, a small drive-in be- 
tween Lake George and Warrens- 
burg. He also will relight, for the 
third season, a combined drive-in 
and walk-in theatre at Leeds, Cat- 
skill mountain village. 





New Dunlap House in Texas 

: Port Aransas, Tex., June 3. 

Forrest Dunlap announced open- 
ing of new Port Airdrome this 
month. Bill Horton, of the Dunlap 
forces, was here aiding installation 
of equipment. 





New $125,000 Miss. House 
Memphis, June 3. 

“David Flexer has started work on 
the $125,000° Magnolia theatre at 
New Albany, Miss., with opening set 
for early fall. House is 1,000-seater. 
Flexer will also continue to operate 
his Ritz in same city. 





Two N.C. Spots to Open 
Charlotte, N. C., June 3. 
Rio theatre, Snead’s Ferry, N. C., 
has opened here. It is owned by 
R. E. Cuthbertson. 


Midway theatre, North Charleston, 
S. C., owned by Dr. G. F. Taylor, 
has reopened here after complete 
remodeling and renovations, 

Plans for 500-seat $100.000 thea- 
tre in North Charlotte have been re- 
vealed by R. P. Pinson, owner of 
_the Carolinas branch of Astor Pic- 

says work 





tures Exchange. Pinson 
(has already begun on the house. It 
} should be open by July. Theatre will 
jhave an exceptionally large stage. 
| Pinson for 18 years was associated 
with Kincey Theatres, as head of 
' booking department. 





1,100-Seater Opens in Dallas 
Dallas, June 3. 
The Inwood, newest house of In- 
terstate Theatres opened here. Joe 
Jackson is manager of the 1,100- 
seater. 





New Salt Lake City Drive-In 
Salt Lake City, June 3. 
Motor Vu theatre is new drive-in 
here, owned and operated by Erick 
C. Peterson. Reputed to have tost 
$65,000 to build. 





WB Cleve. Nabe Opened 
Cleveland, June 3. 
Warner Bros. new Vogue, built in 
the wealthy suburb of Shaker 
| Heights, was given a. gilt-édged 
opening on May 29 by chain's execs 





and community's brass-hats. Nabe 
house has 1,565 capacity. Harold 
(Bud) Friedman, formerly in WB 


exchange booking department, made 
| house manager. 
$125,000 Drive-In for L'ville 
Louisville. June 3. 
near here 
lor motorists 


First 


bine 


Drive-In 
space 


to CoMm- 


and 


cost | 


$150,000 | 


the | 


stadium-type seats for persons with- 
out cars will be built seven miles 
from downtown Louisville on Pres- 
ton Highway. Land for the project 
has been rented for 15 years. 
Franklin L. Sieveking, Jr. of New 
Albany, Ind. plans to spend $125,000 
on the property which will be called 
Southway Movie Park. Sieveking. 
who’s been connected with Cantor 
Circuit, Indianapolis, for 12 years, 
hopes to open in July. 





850-Seat Mont’l Nabe 
Montreal, June 3. 

Stressing the latest in theatre de- 
sign, Avenue theatre, in residential 
Westmount, opened here on May 30. 
'Owned by the Westmount Theatre 
'Co., this 850-seater is another link 
|in United Amus. Corp. chain 
rated one of most modern houses in 
Canada. Winston Curry is manager. 





Plan 2 Drive-Ins Near L. A. 
Los Angeles, June 3. 
Pacific Drive-In Theatres will 
build two more houses, one near El 
Monte and one in San Fernando 
Valley. 7 
C. A. Caballero, company prexy, 
announced a $500,000 budget for the 
| theatres, 














German Films 














Continued from page 5 


dios to the British and French zones | 
as none exist at present. Studios ol 
the United States and Soviet Zones | 
are being reactivated. 

“In the British zone five produc- | 
tion | 
curate figures for the other zones 
are not available. Three films have 
ibeen made so far in the British 
zone and four in the Soviet zone, 
while none have yet been made in 
| the French and United States zones. 
| “Cinemas are privately owned ex- 
|cept those owned by UFA, the for- 
|mer German State monopoly. The 
|latter are run by German custodi- 
|ans, responsible to Property Control 
|Branch. Cinemas, laboratories and 
studios are maintained and equipped 
from existing stocks, and by a cer- 
tain amount of newly produced 


licenses have been issued; ac- 





equipment. This is unsatisfactory 
since eventually equipment. will 
need replacement faster than the 


supply of new spares will permit. 


“Rawstock, which is in very short 
supply, is obtained from Wolfen in 
the Soviet Zone, or from stock pro- | 
duced at Munich, from materials | 
supplied from the British zone. | 

“The basic distribution policy is | 
that there shall be free choice by | 
the exhibitors and renters within | 
certain restricted limits. As an in- 
terim measure in the British Zone, 
a German company, Atlas Filmver- 
leih GmbH, has been formed to act 
as the main channel for distribution 
under British supervision. As soon 
as possible independent distributors 
will be.registered who will handle 
new German films and any old Ger- 
man films to which they can prove 
rights of ownership. Atlas also dis- 
tributes British films, neWsreels an 
documentaries. 


“An Anglo-American joint news- 
reel, Welt im Film, is shown in 
every cinema in the Anglo-Ameri- 
can zones. This reel averages 1,200 
feet in length,. covers world and 
local news, and is issued weekly.” 








and | 


‘| village. 








Fil 
Kollywood Barn rerrned 
»xponents of guitar-gaited cletting. 
Music offerings leave little room for 
story or other budget expenditure 
‘but those who go for this type en- 
tertainment will be more than satis- 
fied. < 

Tubb has six of his solo composi- 
tions in the score, as well as a num- 
ber of tunes written with _others. 
Best display is given “Walking the 
Floor Over You” and “You Nearly 
Lose Your Mind.” While all numbers 


m Reviews 


= Continued from page 16 





will please, others showing up well | 
include “Oakie Boogie, sung by | 
Jack Guthrie; “Old Indians Never | 
Die.” by Jimmie and Leon Short; | 
“Two Wrongs Don’t Make a 





Right,” | 
“Tf It’s a Dream” and “Only Teasing 
| Me.” | 

Only acting in the cast is delivered 
bv Earle Hodgins, ham actor who} 
takes the Ernest Tubb troupe under | 
hg managerial wing W hen the boys 
leave home to seek fame and for- 
tune. Otherwise cast is strictly ama- | 
teur excepting when vocalizing Or | 
guitar strumming. Dorothea nox | 
Martin scripted from an original by | 
B. B. Ray who directed adequately | 
enough. Plot has Tubb and his pals 
‘leaving farm settlement to earn} 
money to replace village church 
which they had accidentally burned 
while practicing their_tunes. It’s a | 
cross-country saga to Hollywood and | 


| 
fame with a return as heroes to the | 


Lori Talbott carries femme lead as 
canary with group. Helen Boyce in- 
jects some doubtful comedy. Frank 
McGlynn and Anne Kundi portray | 
Tubb’s parents and Pat Combs does 
the hillbilly artist as a lad. The Jack 
Schwarz production values are ac- 
ceptable for market aims, as are 
lensing and other credits. Brog. 


Killer at Large 


PRC release of Buck Gottlieb production. 
Features Robert Lowery, Anabel Shaw. Di- 





rected by William Beaudine, Screenplay, 
Fenton EKarnehaw, Tom Blackburn; camera, 
James Brown; editor, Harry Reynolds; 
musie, Alvin Levin. Reviewed N. Y., ee 
2%», ‘47. Running time, 61 MINS. 
Paul Kimberly..........++. Robert Lowery | 
AMMO APMmold. 56. cccccccccss + ABADS aonptell 
Vincent Armeld..ccsccvesvces Charles Evans | 
Radward Dentom...cccecsovs Frank Ferguson | 
BIG. oc docs seccceeeeocveces SOE lynn | 
Bull Cablahan..sscevecosvcessecs: Dick Rich | 
Mar@0........cccsccccosocsess Ann Stanton 
Rrent Maddux..... eccceeee ’. Leonard Penn 
CHP... fice vcvcicesdndwtesess > eae. a aeee 
Captain MeManus.........Stanley Blystone 
WeItOMAN. .. or.bé6eoneescess Howard Mitchell 
) Brandon. .....ccriccoorcce. eee Chemtham 
Miss Riley o cee ebeececss ccc ce eee MAEBOr 
Hateheck Girl..eeee. Hildegard Ackerman 
Bartender... oo. scc0cesccessscckmmenee ae 
CPOUDIOT . .. wed seossenesdecs Brooks Benedict 
Tasl Driver. .is+ccestivises see meee 





The vet housing status could easily 
rate a thorough going-over in films, 
but not along the lines of “Killer at | 
Large.” PRC has turned this situa- 


tion into a little better than routine 
meller in which a crusading news- 
paper reporter tracks down the head 
of a ring preying upon the GI need 
of shelter. 

Just how the top man does the} 
preying or how he gets his end of | 
the loot isn’t made clear exactly. It’s 
just known that he’s an evil force, 
has hirelings bump off recalcitrants 
in wholesale manner and causes the 
suicide of a housing administrator. 


Newspaperman Robert Lowery 
then gets on the story and ultimately 
tracks down the top man. Other 
complications enter the yarn, such as 
the ring-chief, owner of the major 
stock in the newspaper, getting his 
daughter a job on that sheet. It’s 
expected that Lowery falls for the 
gal which makes it all the more diffi- 
cult to get to the topper. It’s worked 
out by the end of the film. 











| -M-G’s Brit. Plan 


Continued from page 5 








| shot and 


| Lowery as the reporter and Anabel 
| Shaw as the love interest do perfunc- 
tory jobs. Charles Evans as the big 
Leonard -Penn assume the 
|Other major roles in satisfactory 





keep things moving. Latest enj 

has good production dress for budget 
and should be readily acceptable in 
its market, 

This time crime threatens to halt 
duck-hunting vacation planned by 
Beaumont and his secretary, looker 
Trudy Marshall. He has to turn jn 
a quick job of solving mystery of 
how winning pari-mutuel tickets are 
being counterfeited. John Suther. 
land script has the detective punched 
around plenty and a number of mur. 
ders tossed in for extra measure to 
provide thrills while private eye jg 
unraveling case. It doesn’t take him 
long to spot the culprit as the race. 
track manager and case is closed 
with chief suspects and main heavy 
all bumped off. 

William Beaudine’s direction of 
the Sutherland production spots 
plenty of action for whodunit flavor 
Ralph Dunn is the blustering cop, 


Claire Carleton adds some ga, 
Charles Mitchell does bad job of 
Shayne’s newspaper friend. John 
Hamilton, Grandon Rhodes, Ben 


| Welden, Byron Fougler and others 


in cast deliver acceptably. Lensing, 
editing and other production factors 
are standard. , Brog. 


The King’s Jester 


(ITALIAN-MADE) 
Superfilm release of Scalera Film produce 
tion. Stars Michel Simon; features Rossang 
| Brazzi, Maria Mrercader, Paola hk vhawra, 
Doris Duranti, Elli Parvo, Carlo Nin hi, 
Juan De Lando. Directed by Mario Rone. 
nara. Story and music from Guiseppe 
Verdi's opera, ‘‘Rigoletto’’; camera, l'halde 
Arata; English titles, Armando \ Macae 
luso. Previewed, N. Y., May 28, ‘47. Rune 
ning time, 105 MINS. 
PE UGb acc ecteneieere Michel Simon 
ay... _ - SSA rere Rossanw HBraxal 
GUE ciscocccccsccccosedece Maria Mercader 
Marchesa di Cosse.......... Paola Harbara 
MOMEIOE cv bcdbeed ccvcvecseescs Doris Duranti 
GIPRY wcccsccccssccccccccccsss.. mili Parve 
Commt Wl. VARIO. .ccsccevecses Carlo Ninehi 
DUNES pe bdbs 06 h0.606e80€ Juan De Lando 


(In Italian; English Titles) 

“The King’s Jester” is a powerful 
melodrama executed with the full 
brilliance of continental artistry. 
With this achievement, Italian film 
makers will secure the beachhead 
which they established on the Amer- 
ican market with “The Open City” 
more than a year ago. It’s surefire 
for the sureseater trade and bids 
fair to spill over into more general 
exhibition channels’ despite the 
language barrier, 

Adapted from Verdi's “Rigoletta,” 
but retaining only some incidental 
musie from the opera, the film has 
recreated the familiar story on a 
vast, elegantly brocaded canvas. The 
depth, solidity and splendor of the 
background settings make for strik- 
ing work of art in themselves while 
the rich profusion of costuming de- 
tail on the immense gallery of play- 
ers make it difficult to believe that 
such a film could be turned out of 
war-devastated Italy. Technically, 
the production is marked by clean, 
well-lighted camera work, fluid ecit- 
ing, excellent sound and competent 
English subtitling. 

Equalling the physical setup in 
perfection, the players perform with 
the full sweep of grand emotion de- 
manded by the operatic story. Top- 
ping the cast is Michel Simon who 
brings to the role of Rigoletto pro- 
found thespic resources of character 
mobility. Playing a hunchbacked 
buffoon, he ranges from acidity to 
tenderness and from arrogance to 
broken pathos with sure control. 
Simon is a superb‘ actor and only 
lacks the gift of tears to make him 
preeminently great: As the young, 
dissolute medieval French monarch, 
Rossano Brazzi is a find. He's hand- 
some, flashing and talented with the 
sensuous qualities of Rudolph Valen- 
tino. Main femme part is handled by 


and other studio chiefs are Alfred 
Junge, top art director, and Hugh 
Findlay, publicity chief for Elstree. 
_They will be here a month. Latter 
are part of the studio's complete | 
executive roster being sent to the) 
|U. S. by Ben Goetz, Metro managing 
| director in Britain, for instructional 
| confabs at Culver City. 

| Others who've huddled here re- 
_cently include Matthew Raymond, 
studio manager: Hector Williams, 
chief engineer; Tom Howard, special 
effects man; Frank Gibson, construc- 
|tion engineer; and A. W. Watkins, 
;}sound director, who came over fol- 
lowing Douglas Shearer's trip to 
discuss the installation of Western 
Electric equipment. Others will fbdl- | 
low this summer. 1 


——— 


| Technicians are making cquipment 
in their own Elstree plant from 
blueprints supplied from here. 
British layout was built as a studio 


by another firm before the war but 
never was equipped. Ii la 
turned into a war plant. Since the 
war's end, the roofs have been 
raised and strengthened to take 
Technicolor lighting equipment. 
Other expensive improvements also 
have been made. 


ter was 


| manner. Other aspects of the pic = 


okay with William Beaudine’s direc-| Maria Mercader, as _ Rigoletto’s 
| tion setting a fast pace. The Fen- | daughter, with appropriate beauty 


,ton Earnshaw and Tom Blackburn! and innocence, but’ Doris Duranti in 
story and dialog follow a conven-|a brief part as a gypsy femme fatale 
ttonal pattern. Jose. | registers more graphically. Rest of 
the cast, playing the court’s entour- 
age, is uniformly excellent. 

_ Screenplay unfolds with a mount- 
ing om ee gears of ag gg 
(on, Senter oe rodue- | meshing in high along the lines o 
Mantel, Bek Bene, ce ‘court intrigue. love, dishonor. re- 
Charles Mitchell, John Hamilton, Grandon | V@nge and death. Rigoletto, jest«r to 
Ithodes, Ben Welden. Directed by William | the profligate King Francis oi Valois, 
Reuudine Sereenplay, John Sutherland: | is a notorious figure who eases the 





Toe Many Winners 
Hollywood, June 3. 


PRC release of John Sutherland produc. 


‘daplation, Fred Myto Seo SS i i 
hased on orginal characters and fer path of the noble ladies to his 
Brett Halliday: eamera, Jack Greenhalgh: master’s chambers. At — 
Pm “a Reynokis, Previewed at Hot. | time, he keeps his own beautiful 
eed, May 24, "47. Running time, 60 | daughter away from the kings 
Michael Shayne ‘Tinch Beaumont | Clutehes by secretly housing her at 
ee 4 ae Hamilton. soo... Trudy Marshall | another part of town. 
taffert 4 i 
Rafferty Naw “Ralph Duun | After the court cuckolds uncover 
Ties mearka er ireeeeenes nin haar | Rigoletto’s secret, they trick him into 
Seat. cat Iohn Hamilton | Kidnapping his own daughter who is 
a Tlrery T TtT Pe Grandon itheies | brought to the palace for the \ kK. 
Bawarts +, on Wellen | fate worse than death. Rigolctto 
Mra. Mdwards.............”. eo ‘aatioe swears revenge on the king and hires 
irenes .. George Mende: ja RYPSy assassin to do the job poe 
ee giatrserei? ....Frank Haeney | 8YPSy gal, however, falls for the 
ee ee RITE: Maurice B. Mozelle oe and when Rigoletto comes fot 
“ aie | his body, he’s handed a sack \'!t 
Too Many Winners” carries on . 


someone else’s corpse. As Rigoletto 
the screen adventures of Michael | is about to dump the sack into the 


es detective, in okay stvle for | river. he hears the king singing 1 
< oat ing bookings. PRC series is the distance, Realizing he’s bee” 
“ided measurably by excellent work | duped. he tears open the sack and 


and personality of Huch Beaumont 


5; finds the bo of hi aughter 
as the private eye whose heroics | dy of his daughte 


Herrin. 
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_ MANSHIP away-from-theatre . .. to bring your patrons 


Wednesday, June 4, 1947 : VARIETY 





From coast to coast... from border to border... the 
war drums of SHOWMANSHIP are thundering . . . with 
renewed vigor! 

in the tepees of the Big Chiefs of the industry... 
advertising pow-wows herald the coming of great adver- 
tising and exploitation campaigns! | 

From the campfires of great tribes of Showmen... 
comes news of renewed activity... as action-hungry 
warriors invade the hunting grounds ... of eager patrons 
. . . With their trusty weapons of eye-and-ear-compelling 


BALLYHOO! | 
(t's your cue to WHOOP (T UP, brother! ... to get 


back into the “battle-of-the-Box Office”... with SHOW- 


into camp... and TRAILERS and ACCESSORIES at 
point-of-contact .. . to bring them back again! 

Get started NOW... and fead this grand campaign 
to profits . . . with ADVERTISING that hangs up scalps 
at the BOX OFFICE! 

SHOWMANSHIP is BACK! and The PRIZE BABY’s 


got it! 
He’s the PRIZE **Papoose”’ of the Industry! 


nanionat, \C22H7 SERVICE $ ad 


PRIZE BABY OF TNE IROUSTRY 





: 
. 
£ 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 4, 1947 - 





Plans Afoot for Home Projector 
Mfrs. to Really Worry the Exhibs 


Mounting competition from a fiood 
of narrow-gauge projectors current- | e ° 
ly being prepped for the U. S. mar- | Encye Britannica In 
ket by manufacturers may confront 
exhibs within the next two years. 
With the rock-bottoni price on the 
16m machines now fixed at $450, 
scale is still too high for public 
consumption to warrant furrowed 
brows. But the equipment factories 
in droves are tooling up for pro- 
jectors at the $250-$300 range and a 
concentrated drive will start soon 
1 popularize hearth-and-slipper 
flickers. 

Indicating the extent of the move 
for cheap projectors, one mail-order 
house with 250 photo departments in 
its stores reports that more than 30 
different makers of the narrow- 
gauge equipment have made over- | 
tures to supply the jitney projectors. | 
Deal almost jelled between the con- 
cern and one of the top projector- 
redio-television equipment manufac- 
turers for bulk deliveries of a $200 | yoince held at the Drake hotel here, 
gadget. Manufacturer reneged at the | 4 Montague, company’s general 
last minue, however, to concentrate | .j¢; manager, beat the drums 
on cheap tele sets. ; around Columbia’s recent tieup with 
; With equipment companies operat- | Gene Autry Productions. He an- 
ing undercover to conceal steps to- | nounced plans for eight high-budget 
wards low-priced equipment from | musical westerns starring Autry for 
competitors, it's reported that four 
outfits in the east are ready to mar- 
ket projectors for $275 retail, and 
Jess. Another company planned to 
turn out a machine at the unheard 
of price of $200, but outfit’s cost ac- 
countants have upped the nick to 
$300, still a third less than any 
model on the shelves now. 

The fty-by-nights, so far, have had 
no luck with the Wall Street boys , 
on backing their plans. One manu- , . 
facturer fruitlessly sought a $200,000 ,ePlay the Technicolor musical. 
stake from the Street to bankroll| H.o. execs attending the con- 
tooling up for the cheap projectors. | Clave are Rube Jackter, assistant 
Other of the smalltime ventures | &-8-m.; Louis Astor, Louis Weinberg, 
have met the same brushoff from the | Irving Wormser, circuit sales execs; 
fironcial wizards. H. C. Kaufman, exchange operations 

Point is the Street knows that the ; Manager, and others. These execs 
trio of top manufacturers, RCA, Bell will also meet with various branch 
& Howell and Eastman Kodak aim and district managers to discuss lo- 
to pull off an invasion of the market | cal distribution problems. 
in the rot remote future with a} 
baich of cheapies scored at $250 per, 


or thereabouts. It’s rm | TOP FILM EXECS WILL 


smart money beys 





Chicago, June 3. 

Encyclopedia Britannica* Films 
/moved its production and research 
offices to Wilmette, Ill., from New 
York last week. Headquarters for 
educational film company are in 
Chicago, and it was decided to bring 
activities closer together. 





Production work has been han- 
dled in New York since 1929. 


Col. Sales Confab in Chi 
On Autry Color Oatuners; 





Chicago, June 3. 


done in color and will be sold in- 
dividually, 

Coming up for review are plans 
for presenting “The Jolson Story” in 
encore engagements around the 


cluded at the Victoria, N. Y. Book- 
ings have already been made to re- 
open the film in Baltimore with 
other cities now being scheduled to 





ave, there oistite, taxe'a | ATTEND KIRSCH DINNER | 


fast profit and then retreat just as 
pronto. Same thing happened in 
television. 


Rank’s ‘Cartel’ 


Continued from page 3 


Flock of industry biggies have 
accepted the bid of Allied Theatre 
Owners of New Jersey to attend 
the testimonial dinner feting Jack 
Kirsch, National Allied prexy, June 
26 at Atlantic City. Among those 
putting in an appearance will be 
Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy; 
Ben Kalmenson, veepee in charge 
of sales for Warner Bros.;’and Jo- 
seph Bernhard, prexy of Film Clas- 
sics. 

Open forum to talk industry prob- 
lems which New Jersey Allied is 























ST onteenietandineniia 
playdates of their product in Rank’s 
theatres. 

Although UA owns 27% of Rank’s 
Odeon circuit, its execs aver that 
jts playdates in Britain have been 
much below par. The Odeon, like planning as part of its three-day 


the Gaumont cireuit (in whieh confab will be attended by several 
26th-Fox is 50% partner) and the hundred exhibs. Theatre equipment 


ABC chain (owned by Warner | gispiay will also feature the meet. 
Bros.), puts increasing emphasis on 








Native (British) ‘product, along > 
with playdating Universal and | Martin Johnson Repeats 
Eagle-Lion, both of which are) Commander Pictures, newly 


Rank affiliated, the: UA-ites aver. 
Universal comprises the third of 
the Little 3, along with UA and Col. 
But Rank and Universal are part-| african adventures. New company 
perth ame while U owns Re. S. |is headed by Max A. Goldberg with 
theatres, the dollar  rectprocity |j;win Lesser in the sales manager 
comes via a healthy co-ownership | spot. Three of the Johnson pix were 
in a common venture. | originally distributed by 20th-Fox 


| formed distrib outfit, has acquired 
|S. S. rights to four Martin Johnson 
|features which detail the explorer’s 


From Rank’s viewpoint, the de-| while the fourth was peddled by | 


sire to maintain and build up dol- | Columbia. 
Jar balances is sound economics.| pyal package consisting of “Con- 
But the UA producers—of which | gorijia” and “Borneo, Land of the 
there are 23, producing scores of Devil Beast’ will preem at Loew's 
films per annum—may take the is-| New Haven early in July. Quartet 
sues to Washington, protesting that! o¢ pix were acquired from Morro 
Rank seems partial to product of | pms. 
the theatre-owning film companies 
which, in turn, may accord Rank’s 
pix U. S._ playdates. UA, like 
Columbia and the others, can't 
equalize that dollar exchange be- 
cause there is no reciprocity. When 
VA, Col, Rep, etc., take dollars out 
of Rank’s British theatres, it’s finis. 
Meantime Rank has been holding 
forth the olive branch, with the 
major picture companies concen- 
trating on a campaign to. give 
Rank’s British pictures more play- 
ing time on the U. S. screens. 











Casey Tribute 


Continued from page 6 —— 


that he has 
| people. His 





helped 
friendly 


many, many 

brain and 
| charities are multitudinous. He has 
tial, and I know he would resent my 
mentioning this, but I want you 
| people to know about it. And, in- 
| cidentally, I have heard these things 


Six Shooting at WB |}not from him, but from the many 


|he has helped. I don’t know a more 
Hollywood, June 3. generous man. 


Three new productions get the “Pat is retiring but he is going to 
gun at Warners this week, making | be called frequently. We want his 
2 total of six before the lenses.; assistance, we want his counsel, we 
Starters are “Head Over Heels,’| want his mature judgment, and as 
“Mary Hagen” and “Romance in long as Pat is alive—and I know 
High C.” that will be many. many years—we 

Holdovers are “Silver River,” will be calling upon Pat. The indus- 
Treasure of the Sierra Madre.” try is proud of Pat Casey and I am 
“Ever the Beginning” and “The| proud to be his personal friend.” 


Prod. Shift to Illinois | 


Map ‘Jolson’ Encore Run 


next two years. Full roster will be | 


country similar to the one just con- | 


| golden heart are known to all. His | 


| always desired that this be confiden- | 


Maugham’s 20th Encore 


Hollywood, June 3. 
“Neil MacAdam,” W. Somerset 
Maugham novel written years ago, 
has been purchased by 20th-Fox for 
early production. Gene Markey, 
who sold the idea to production 


duce the film, which deals with a 


background. 

“Razor's Edge,” last Maugham 
novel brought to the screen, was 
jae produced by 20th. 


Par Withholding 


Its Pix im Mexico 


June 3. 
Paramount is waging a protracted 
battle with first-run exhibs. in 
Mexico. U. S. company has refused 
| to release a single film in this coun- 








Mexico City, 





rent year. 


of all films in Mexico since the out- 
set of 1947 and said it was “for busi- 
| ness reasons.” Company refused to 


make further comment on _ the 
wrangle. ) 

| ° 

i As a result of differences over 


first-run bookings, no 
product has reached subsequent runs 
and the company is collecting. only 
on pix released prior to the fracas. 
U. S. majors are generally good for 
$450,000-$500,000 yearly from the 
Mexican market. 





L.A. Takes Hughes To 
Court in Land Fight 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Department of Water & Light of 
| the City of Los Angeles hauls How- 
| ard Hughes’ reps into superior court, 
on Thursday (5), for a tussle over 
the municipality's condemnation of 


Mt. Cahuenga in the Hollywood 
hills. The city took a chunk of it as 
right of way for power transmission 
lines, assessing a value that Hughes 
protested in 1942 as unfair. It’s 
dragged along since then, with the 
city attempting a 
with Hughes still dissenting, despite 
| his withdrawal later from the local 
| video scene. 





Hughes is asking for a sum in ex- 
cess of $60,000 for the half acre the 
city acquired of his 130-acre site. 
Though the sum was not disclosed, 
, the muny authorities sought to re- 
imburse Hughes on the basis of orig- 
inal cost of the property. The city 
managed over the years to settle 
with all other objecting landowners 
in the vicinity. 

Hughes not only protested the 
seizure on the real estate value 
grounds but seeks Jamages due to 
what was anticipated interference 
from the power lines with his then- 
planned television station operations. 
City has had independent electronic 
engineers surveying the ‘Hughes 
claims, for which he wants added 
coin. 














Jimmy Byrnes ~ 


Continued from page 3 











diplomat is expected to be utilized 
by the MPA in talks with the State 
Department regarding foreign mar- 
kets and world conditions. Two mat- 
ters in which Byrnes’ talents def- 
initely will be used already on the 
association’s agenda for immediate 
discussion: (1) Undertaking de- 
velopment of a fair trades practices 
code for members of the association. 
and (2) protecting the freedom of 


will take on added stint of repre- 
senting 20th-Fox before U. S. Su- 
preme Court in the anti-trust de- 
cree appeal. 

Byrnes also will work with John- 
ston preparing the industry's case at 
| the House Un-American Activities 
Committee hearings in Washington. 
Announcement of Byrnes’ selection 
was made at an MPA meeting at 
which Y. Frank Freeman. Para- 
mount v.p., was elected chairman of 
the board of organization, 
post unoccupied since Byron Price 
resigned in March to become assist- 
lant secretary genera] of the United 
| Nations. 

Freeman left Hollywood Sunday 
(1) for New York. It is expected 
that he will give the MPA part of 





his time in addition to his studio 
duties. Lately, the Paramount exec 
has been active in labor negotiation: 
| particularly in associations’ talks 


hype Screen Actors Guild regarding 


a new contract. 






chief Darryl F. Zanuck, will pro- | 


love triangle set against a Borneo | 


try since the beginning of the cur- 
(Paramount homeoffice | 


: . | officials confirmed the withholding | 
At four-day Columbia sales meet | 


Paramount | 


Hughes’ onetime television site on | 


settlement, but | 


=e a desire to see better pictures, said 


the American screen. Byrnes also | 


filling | 


New Plastic Lens Being Studied 
For Motion Picture Camera Use 


. London, June 3, 
Plastic lens, weighing about a 
third as much as glass lens and 
costing considerably less, is being 
studied by U.S. and British indus. 
try experts to see if they can be 
satisfactorily used in mofion picture 
cameras. The newly produced plas- 

tic lenses, turned out as 
tion, amounting to $25,000, to be | works near Steugh, have re: 
used for the completion of a thera- ‘thus far mainly for spectacle lens 
| peutic salt water pool at the Birm- | ang special jobs such as lenses for 
|ingham hospital for war veterans. television cameras, long-focus jebs 
Check was signed by Bette Davis, for aerial cameras. and 


chairman of the board of trustees of types of magnifying glasses. 
the foundation, which is turning 
| . aie at al Understood that newsreel people 
lover all its funds in a _ series of 4 

Cae and producers doing much outdoor 
charitable enterprises. a . 

d shooting are especially interested in 

; the possibilities where large tele- 


Specialists In Trust fouaey lenses are needed. Such long 








H’wood Canteen Gives 
Pool to Vets’ Hospital 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Hollywood Canteen Foundation, 
based on a wartime patriotic enter- 
prise, made its first postwar dona- 








Various 


focus lens works out at less than. 


. ° ° > | he rhat s ile focus glass lenses 

Claims Against Distribs, (234 “iitocgn tied te cee ae 
. d ‘ tz 4 2S, 

A New School of Attys. - hus der, however, flaws 


who have developed and would have to 
be ironed out before found satis- 
factory for motion picture usage. 
The temperature coefficient is very 
high which means that a telephoto 
prosecution of the triple-damage lens focused on a cool morning 
headaches which teed off with the would be out of focus on a warm 
Goldman victory in Philadelphia has afternoon. To date this has been 
created the select legal group of OV°*come by adding a glass com- 
giant-jousters who've lately found ponent, which, although it adds to 
themselves swamped with exhib biz. | the weight and cost of the plastie 
These lawyers have discovered that | J°D. still is far less than a glass as- 
one victory or even a nearly-won | sembly. 
lresult has flocks of other exhibs| Resolving power of plastic Jens 
seating a path to their office doors. ,also is inferior to glass lenses. It's 
| Topping the group of writ scrip- |; been found also that plastic lens, 
ters who represent the promise of ;©Ve at its best, is much s¢ fter 
cash balm to the griping theatre op- jthan a glass one but doubtful if 
erator are William A. Gray of Phila- cleaning of a cine lens would re- 
delphia, Thomas C. McConnell of |4u're any greater care than & glass 
Chicago, Monroe Stein of New York, | lens. : 
and George S. Ryan of Boston. Gray |. Industry experts still are study- 
started the ball rolling by winning | "8 the reflection loss of plastic sur- 
| $375,000 damages in the Goldman | faces since long focus plastic lenses 
suit and currently reps for Bordan- show slightly higher contrast loss 
aro Bros, Theatres which is pressing | !" the picture. But discussions to 
a treble-damager in Buffalo. | date indicate that it will be possible 
McConnell who grabbed off a po- ; to develop, and extremely cheaply, 
‘tent decree against the majors in |@ wide-angle cine lens with about 
Chi for the Jackson Park theatre is | 18m focus from the plastic system. 
also operating in Buffalo. He's at- | While this might not have the defi- 
torney for the Rivoli Operating | nition equal that of 25m equivalent 
Corp. which claims its Rivoli thea- | Slass lens, it would be so good that 
tre has been squeezed dry by af-|it is rated worthwhile for possible 
filiates. Ryan has taken on the Kur- | freak wide angle shots not obtain- 
son theatres suit in Vermont follow- | 4ble with present equipment. 
ing his court battle with the majors |g 
in Boston over the Momand case. 
Stein does his litigating in New 
York where he is currently pushing 
itwo suits in the Federal court. At- 
|torney reps for the Jaycock’s circuit 
| which has brought action as owner | 
,of the National theatre, Louisville, 
Ky. Another of his plaintiffs is 
Capan Amusement Co., operator of 
a house in Taunton, Mass. 


FITZGIBBONS URGES 
BETTER THEATRE MGT. 


| Toronto, June 3.¢ 
| The lush days of wartime revenue 
/enjoyed by film houses is beginning 
|to fade and there is anxiety in Hol- 

lywood, because of the knowledge 
_that people who buy tickets today 
| have developed a better taste and 


some 


A new school of legalites 
specialize in exhib anti-trust suits 
against the majors on a circuit-rid- 
ing route has sprung into being. 
The sudden shift to successful 














Brussels Fete 


Continued from page 3 








1 ninammnnentniedl 


fashion by the committee comprising 
Louis Ascarelli and Joe Westreich 
and chairmanned by Elias Lapinere, 
chief RKO European flack. Group 
sent out novel invitations, took half- 
page ads in the dailies and did & 
good job of catering and gladhand- 
ing the visiting celebs. 

Attending the openimg were Para- 
mount’s John B. Nathan, Harry 
Novak, plus all local filmites and 
Warners star Eleanor Parker. Nathan 
sails to the U. S. today from England 
and Novak is slated to go from here 
to Spain via Paris. Unprecedented 
success of the opening cues the fu- 
ture of U. S. cooperation in other 
fields. 

Theodore Achilles, American charge 
| J. J. Fitzgibbons, president of | d'affaires, opened the Motion Picture 
| Famous Players-Canadian, in calling | Assn. of America information center 
| for better and more imaginative | last night at the Palais des Beaux 
house management. Arts and expressed his best wishes 

He was speaking at a testimonial : for the success of the current Film 
‘luncheon in the King Edward hotel | Festival. Former Belgian Premier 
| here to Ivan Ackery, manager of | Paul van Zeeland struck a friendly 
| the Orpheum of Vancouver. note with the observation that “see- 

a |} ing American films makes every- 
| body love America.” 

FDR Film’s Brussels Preem 

“Roosevelt Story,” feature-length 
documentary on the life of the late 
| President Roosevelt, will have its 
first public screening at the Inter- 
national Film Festival in Brussels, 
June 14. Film, produced by Tola 
Productions (Harry Brandt, Martin 
| Levine and Oliver Unger), is the 
only independent feature invited to 
compete in the Festival. 

Compiled from newsreel clips and 
new material gathered by the Tola 
: : group, the picture covers the 40 
Y. Frank Freeman acquired 450 years of Roosevelt's life from his 
shares in a stock splitup on Para- marriage to his death. Script is re- 
mount common. The Rochelle In- | portedly the only one on Roosevelt's 
vestment Corp. acquired 6,750 shares | life approved by Mrs. Eleanor Roose- 
in the splitup, making its total in velt and has been endorsed by 
Paramount Stand at 13.500. Adoiph | Trygvie Lie. secretary-general of 
Zukor and E. L. Weisel added 500 | the United Nations, First U. S. show- 
and 100 shares, respectively, in the ing is slated for Aug. 30 at the 
splitup. Gotham, N. Y. 

Loew s, Inc., continued to up stock | Tola is currently negotiating for 
in Loew’s Boston theatres. acquiring | national distribution. with 


107 shares during the month, mak- | of the majors reportedly 
sing its total 122.167. interest ih 
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Warner Stock 


Continued from page 3 
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{ham Schneider acquired 324, while 
| the Nate B. Spingold trust bought 
400 shares. Donald S. Stralem’s 
newly acquired 23 shares made his 
total 968 in Columbia common. 
Movement in Universal stock was 
restrictec to the sale of 500 shares 
by Nathan J. Blumberg, making his 
total 28,700. 

Paramount Pictures execs made 
belated reports on their holdings. 
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66 For THE OUTSTANDING BOX OFFICE ACHIEVEMENT OF 
ANY STAGE ATTRACTION, MAY 2st to JUNE 3rd, 1947 9& 


| sons: A. J. BALABAN 


Executive Director, ROXY THEATRE 


THANKS TOO, JACK, FOR FRIDAY'S SENSATIONAL $31,189.82 
— THE BIGGEST HOLIDAY EVER IN ROXY THEATRE HISTORY! 
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Pruitt Elected Head of Allied Theatre 
Owners of Gulf States; Exchange Briefs 


New Orleans. ‘but after ceremonies house will be 
W. A. Pruitt. Bay St. Louis, Miss.,| called the Paramount. Occasion 
was elected head of the new Allied | will be marked by a special benefit 
Theatre Owners of Gulf States at} preem for the Jackson County Can- 








Alexandria, La. Other officers chosen | cer Fund. 

were Don George, Shreveport, iq ~ 

veepee: Abe Barenson, Gretna, La., : . wn hain’s llth 
secretary, and Bill Butterfield, Rus- | Cotamel, N. pr al N.C. 
ton, La; M. A. Commett, Newton,| R Glenn Davis of Louisburg, 
Miss.; Frank Corbitt, Laurel, Miss.; 


Milton Guidry, Lafayette, La.; Nick 


iN. C., sold his Louisburg theatre to 


Colonial Theatres, Inc., of Valdese, 


Lamantia, Bogalusa, La.; Joe Guil-|N. CG Louisburg, a 750-seater. is the 
lory, Gakdale, La.; D. B. Fisk, Oak | 11th house in the Colonial chain 
Grove, La., and Harold Bailey, New BS 

Orleans, directors. New independ- : L 
ent theatre owners of New Orieans Mel Mann Back Te RKO in Pitt 


exchange area joins National Allied. Pittsburgh. 
It will headquarter here. About 25 Melvin Mann back to RKO as a 
operators owning more than 100 | booker, a post he held before the 
theatres attended session war. ; 

Screen Guild Productions of Helen Velichko,-of WB personnel 
Louisiana and Film Classics of the | °ffice, has resigned to help care for 


southeast recently were acquired in 
full by George Pabst. He purchased 
the interests in the companies held 
by Joy Houck and E. V. Landaiche. 


New salesman for Screen Guild is ; 
Bill Thomas, formerly with Repub- | 





her invalided father and Wilma 
Daschbach is replacing her. 

Jimmy Alexander, Jr.. fresh from 
Northwestern joined his father’s 
theatre equipment firm here. 

Tommy Bello, Jr., joined the staff 


lic | of Strand theatre, Altoona. : 
: i | Dave Silverman appointed city 
‘salesman for RKO; succeeds Ike 


WB, Fabian Albany Pool to End 
Albany. 
Warner-Fabian pool, embracing all 
houses of the two, circuits in Albany 
and Troy except their local flagships, 
trand and Palace, will be dissolved 
une 15. Pools are outlawed under 
the consent decree. Present pool, in 
effect for some years, is on bookings 
and receipts. 


Turner To PRC in Philly 
Philadelphia. 

Wilson Turner, formerly with Uni- 
versal, has become upstate salesman 
+ PRC-Eagle-Lion exchange. Clem 

eck and Harry Dressler have re- 
signed. Max Bronow, former sales- 
man, becomes circuit booker. Mary 
Meadowcroft becomes office mana- 
ger. 





Upstate Theatres Adds Four 
Albany. 
Upstate Theatres, Inc., buying- 
booking organization. has added four 
theatres, all in Vermont, to list it 
covers. They are the Arlington, East 
Arlington, Modern and Colonial in 
Manchester Depot and Playhouse in 
Manchester. Upstate now has 19 
houses. John Stoops, former pro- 
jectionist in Montreal, recently pur- 
chased the Arlington from Joseph 
W. Bird, who also operates the 
Modern and Colonial. 





K. C. Newman To Be Par 
Kansas City. 
Long-planned change in name of 
Paramount's firstrun house here has 
been set for mid-June. Theatre has 
been the Newman since built in 1919, 











Sweeney, who resigned to become 


|branch manager here for Republic. 











New York Theatres 





Ill. Town Uses Pix To Up Biz 
St. Louis. 
Merchants in Bethaldo, Ill, are 
sponsoring film shows once weekly 
in the town’s American Legion park 
as a means of hypoing biz and creat- 
ing good will. Screen is arranged 
so motorists can remain in their 
cars and watch the program. 
Charlotte House Changes Hands 
Charlotte, N. C. 
Astor theatre, now being con- 
verted from a store building, has 


been sold by Astor Pitcures Corp. | 


to Colonial Theatres, of Valdese, 
N.C. This 500-seater should be con- 
verted into a modern house by Aug- 
ust. Conversion should cost $100,000. 
Pitt... Kans., Gal Made Queen 
Kansas City. 
Christine Cottrell, head cashier at 
Midland theatre, Pittsburg, Kans., 
and senior at Pittsburg Teachers 
College, was named Queen of Cam- 
pus for 1947 in a photograph contest 
judged by John Powers. -She has 
been at Midland her full four years 
at cullege. She was lauded by Tom 
Steele, manager, for her good work 
both in the theatre and college. 


Lleyd Mills te Buff. Midtown 
Buffalo. 
Lloyd M. Mills succeeds David 
Goldstein as manager of Midtown. 
Mills, formerly supervisor of 20th 
Century Theatres, Canadian chain, 


(Continued on page 46) 


F-WC Workers Form 
New Theatre Union 


Los Angeles, June 3. 
Cashiers, doormen, ushers and 
| candygirls in Los Angeles Fox-West 
Coast theatres have formed a union 
with the aid of the Associated Thea- 
tre Operating Managers. New group 
| is called the Associated Theatre Em- 
ployees. : 
While ATE and ATOM are 





not 


Inside Stuf—Pictures 


| New “This Is America” short pictures Alcoholics Anonymous at work 
land points up the good deeds being done by this 12-year-old organization, 
Picture strives to get away from being a temperance lecture; rather 
down-to-earth picturization of what the organization has accomplish 
and still is doing to assist liquor addicts back on their feet. Camera {o}. 
lows several typical examples of folks who have let drink get the best of 
| them and then follows them into the “cure,” showing how those who have 
' reformed go ahead and try to do the same for other individuals. 
| Angle that key members of Alcoholics treat the reformation of their 
fellowmen as a hobby, or about the same as a volunteer fireman, is cleverly 
| pointed up. Pro actors are used to carry out the fictionized account of a 


| directly connected, it is understood | tye Alcoholics Anonymous story and do fairly well. 


that both are seeking affiliation with 


the Office and Professional Workers | 


union, a CIO organization. 








Slide Rule 
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Continued from page 
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producers hollering that production 
costs have to be trimmed, there 
wouldn't be any need to suggest 
smaller budgets. But 
who has been in the business for 
‘about 25 years and knows most of 
the angles, puts it this way. 


| 
Making ’Em for the Bankers 


“I'd like to work on a picture 
where all I had to worry about was 
getting top performance out of the 
lactors and top dramatic effect out 
lof the script . . . where I didn’t have 
'to handle the scenes to show how 
‘expensive the sets were, so that 
| someone who put up first money, or 
second or third money, could see 
| what his dough was used for. More 
than one picture made for the 
bankers instead of the audience.” 


1S 


What brought this remark up was 
| the fact that British films recently 
ireleased in this country have put 
over the impression. of solid, re- 
alistic settings with the use of in- 
lexpensive and almost flimsy ma- 
| terials. 


| The matter of boxoffice worries, 
'in advance of production, is blamed 
|for a lot of the sameness that the 
| squawkers profess to see in Holly- 
| wood product. Here’s a quote from 
ls writer-producer who had just 
come from a front office briefing on 
the results of an advance audience 
survey: 


“There used to be something 
iecalled showmanship in this busi- 
iness. A man got a story he knew 
was packed with drama and enter- 
tainment value, got a good cast and 
director and made the best picture 
he knew how. If he was a show- 
man it was a good picture and if 
|he was a showman he could sell it. 
Now they try to figure everything 
out in advance, take a lot of polls, 








ask questions of housewives, store 
clerks and men on the street and 
come up with the startling informa- 
tion that a picture just the type of 
the last one screened will go over 
... that a certain ‘trend’ is surefire. 





In Person 


TED LEWIS 


and His World-Famous Orchestra 





Dennis Morgan Jane Wyman ||] JOAN CRAWFORD VAN HEFLIN 
Jenis Paige _ Bruce Bennett In Warner Bros. Hit 
in Warner Bros. Hit - 4k 2 
“CHEYENNE POSSESSED 





With 
Raymond Massey @ Geraldine Brooks 
Directed by Curtis Bernhardt 
Preduced by’ Jerry Wald 





Well, it's the producer who takes a 
chance on his own showmanship 
and turns out a picture that's dif- 
ferent who starts the trend and 
cleans up.” 


Meanwhile, the exhibs are adding 
their voices to the general com- 
plaint. During the recent Variety 
Club convention here’ exhibitors 
from various parts of the country 
could be induced to tell what they 





thought of the current situation with 
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Maureen O'Hara, John Payne, Edmend Gwenn 


‘Miracle on 34th Street’ 


A 2th Century-Fox Picture 


Plus on Stage—JERRY LESTER - ART LUND 
Extra! JAN AUGUST 
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— RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 
John Valerie 
MILLS © HOBSON 
in J. Arthur Rank's 
“GREAT EXPECTATIONS” 
A Universal-international Picture 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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Shepherd Drive-In fer Heuston 
; Houston, June 3. 
The Shepherd, third Drive-In the- 


atre of Underwood & Ezell, of Da)l- 
las, has been opened here. Several 


Uae ASTOR 


OT ET Sae A's EE, way 6 45m 57, 


weeks ago the company opened the 
Winkler Drive-In. Each car is pro- 
vided with an individual speaker. 








no difficulty at all. They weren't so 
inclined to sing the blues as the 
local boys of the studios. They 
seemed to think that the boxoffice 
is going to continue pretty healthy 
if they can give the public the kind 
of pictures the public wants. And 
the snapper line to their comments 
was generally— 


“It’s time the studios put some- 


production staff.” 


|| Rank’s Encore - 


Continued from page 3 














actionaries would be more in ordey 
He reiterated his opposition to mak- 





jing loans 10 «foreign countries 

|“ which will never be paid back” a: 
a substitute for the U.S opening its 

| doors to overseas trade 

| Rank denied rumor: that he] 

| would buy into Republic or Mono. 
gram and expressed himeelf sat) 


fied with his organization 
Universal and Eagle-Lion 
sounded off his 
with the playing time sceorded 
British pix but added that progres 


; 
|} was being made. 


s tie with 
He again 


on dissatisfaction 


one director | 


body who knows boxoffice on the | 


were on hand to be presented by 
Johnston. Young pitched into the 
current un-American Activities 
Committee’s fluster ove Holly- | 
wood’s communists declaring that | 
an investigation of Washington's re- 





The more censorship trouble, the more b.o. for a picture, according to 
survey just completed by a California poll. 


Biggest group of filmgoers 


interviewed say picture’s censorship difficulties has no effect on hether 
thev will see the pic, but twice as many say they're likely to see a picture 


that has censor trouble as say they are less likely to see it. 
question: “When a movie does have trouble with the censors, does that 
make you more likely to see it, or less likely to see it?,” 
‘ more likely, 36%; less likely, 19%: 
Poll also indieated most people who do not think censorship is striet 


follows: No difference, 41%; 
4%. 


In answer to 


the score was as 
no Opinion, 


enough, do not stay away from a picture that has had censorship trouble. 


More women than men are less likely to see a picture when it has 


with the censors. 


trouble 








{I More Ran 


Benjamin added. “They'd always 
play ball on those pictures. But the 
honest difference of opinion lies in 
the unproven films which we claim 
must get proper booking to estab- 
lish their boxoffice appeal.” 

Bearing out Benjamin's statement, 
it was learned from other sources 
that “Great Expectations.” Rank’s 
| filmization of the Dickens novel, on 
the heels of its $132,000 take in its 
first week at Radio City Music Hall, 
was already forging ahead of any of 
its predecessors in bookings and 
preferred playing time. Pic, for 
which many choice de-luxers are on 
the make, has entry into a number 
'of houses which other British films 
couldn't crash. 

Aside from the Music Hall, some 
of the other top houses’ which 
booked it as a first in British prod- 
uct are the United Artists, Chicago; 











United Artists, Detroit; United 
Artists, San Francisco; Earle and 
Ambassador, Washington; Palace, 


Dallas; and Orpheum, Kansas City. 
Indies’ Stance 

Indie circuit operators feel dif- 
ferently about British product. Ac- 
cording to Harry Brandt, prez of 
Brandt theatres, there’s “no kind of 
market now for the run-of-the-mill 
British picture.” Any British film 
must be very good or its star well 
known to rate top playing time, 
Brandt observes. When the British 
turn out an outstanding production 
like “Expectations,” though, Brandt 
said it would be run to the full 
amount of its playing time. 

onsensus among other indie op- 
erators was that British product 
would be played as it came along, 
with its slot on the bill depending 
on its merit. Spokesman for the 
Randforce circuit, N. Y., noted that 
audience reaction on British fil to 
date depended on both the type of 
film and the neighborhood, with ac- 
tion pix naturally getting a bigger 
play among the low-income groups, 
and pictures like “Brief Encounter” 
drawing more among the intelli- 
gentsia.. This factor, too, must be 
taken into account in booking Brit- 
ish product. 

Official of the Century Circuit, 
N. Y., declared the few British films 
}played in his theatre to date have 
met with mixed audience reaction. 
Circuit presently is holding in abey- 
ance any set policy on giving Eng- 
lish product more playing time, but 
has a “substantial plan in the works.” 
He declared also that the spot on 
the bill would depend on the picture, 
noting that “Stairway to Heaven” 
rated the top half of a double bill, 
whereas “Encounter” didn’t rate that 
because it had no star value, 

Affiliated circuit chiefs, mean- 
while, believe that any prejudice 
still existing against English product 
will disappear as the quality of the 
films improve. British have already 
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made good strides in diminishing the 
accent, which nabe audiences par. 
ticularly don’t relish, and have also 
improved greatly their recording 
techniques. Best bet for the British- 
ers, it’s believed, is a greater num- 
ber of American names in the pie- 
tures, so that U. S. audiences may 


become accustomed gradually to the 
British stars who appear with the 
U. S. stars. 














‘Red’ Inquiry 


Continued from page 3 








wood early in May issued a report 


to the full committee last week 
which asserted that “there is no 
question as to the serious inroads 


that the Communists have made in 
the motion picture industry.” 
Want Square Deal 
Hollywood, June 3. 
Square deal for Hollywood was 
asked by Eric Johnston, president of 


the Motion Picture Association, in 
the Congressional “red” hunt. fol- 
lowing an announcement that 30 
film industry leaders will be sub- 


poenaed for hearings in 
ton June 16. Johnston said: 

“In the best American tradition, 
Hollywood is entitled to a fair trial 
before it is convicted. The millions 
of Americans who go to the movies 
‘every week would not tolerate Com- 
munism on the screen. Neither 
would Hollywood producers. They 
have come up the hard way. They 
know the benefits of the American 
system and are deeply concerned 
with protecting and advancing it. 

“That is the reason they are offer- 
ing the fullest cooperation to the 
House Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee. They are just as anxious as 
any member of the committee to ex- 
pose any threat to the screen and 
to the American design of living. 

“We know that there are Com- 
munists in Hollywood, as in other 
American industries. They would 
like to capture the American screen 
as they would like to capture the 
screen of any free country. Aware- 
ness is the first step to combat Com- 
munism, and Hollywood is aware. 

“We agree with the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities 
that the proper way to fight Com- 
munism in this country is to expose 
it fearlessly. Turn the spotlight on 4 
Communist and he becomes ineffec- 
tive. Like any termite, he works best 
in the dark. 

“Nothing can be accomplished by 
script-burning, head-hunting and 
publicity-seeking. Only a fair, dig- 
nified and objective investigation 
will reveal the facts, the cold, hard, 
specific facts. We whcleheartedly 


Washing- 





© 45 MINUTES FROM BROADWAY ¢ 
Mountain View Golf and Counts Y Clut 


THE 8O0-ACRE ADOLPH zUKOR ESTATE 


MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE 


NO ASSESSMENTS 


» + +» A few choice rooms still unreserved 


invite such an_ investigation and 
pledge our complete aid.” 






DUES ONLY 

@ French Cuisine 

@ Starlight Dining and Dancing 

@ Private Movie Theatre and Television 
@ Cocktail Lounge 


For further information telephone or writ 
} ite 
' ‘ 
CHARLES JOHNSTON, Gen Mor., New City, Rockland County, N.Y. ¢ Phone: New City 626 
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Why the Railroads Can’t Afford 


NOT to Modernize! 


A Dollars-and-cents Example That Will Interest 
Travelers, Labor and Investors 


For a long time the C & O has been saying 
that America’s railroads must modernize thei? 
passenger equipment—or forfeit a great 
opportunity. 


In print and in private we have lampooned 
the “rolling tenements” that still pass for 
sleeping cars. We have stumped for modern 
streamlined trains to replace tired, creaking 
old day coaches. And over and over we have 
stated the conviction that, given attractive 
equipment, and new comforts and services, 
the railroads could open the door on a new 
era of travel. 


As an earnest of that conviction the C&O 
is replacing every old sleeping car, day coach 
and diner, on all ovr main lines, with modern 
streamlined cars. The orders have all been 
placed. If every railroad were doing as much, 
there would now be 21,000 new passenger cars 
on order instead of a mere 3000, 


But Is It Practical ? 


The standpatters in the industry are still 
shaking their heads. And lately more reason- 
able people have been asking, ““How can the 
large-scale replacement of old trains be 
practical?” 


They point out that several of our largest 
systems had serious deficits in 1946. And 
everyone knows that the railroads are caught 
between rocketing costs and lagging rates. 
“How,” they ask, “can such an industry 
afford large outlays for new equipment?” 


The answer is that the railroads can’t 
afford not to make these outlays. And here is 
a dollars-and-cents example: 


The Investment That Is Fast 
Returning Its Cost 


Last August one of the C&O lines, the Pere 
Marquette, installed two ultra-modern trains 
on its run between Detroit and Grand Rapids. 
These new daytime streamliners were the 
last word in passenger attractiveness. 


Since they have been in operation the new 
trains have carried 86°, more passengers than 
old trains carried over the same route during 
the same period of the previous year—when 
traftic was still swollen by war emergencies, 


And here is the proof of the pudding: In 
less than 4 years, at the present rate, the 





Which will tt be—modernization or continued deficits? 


increase in passenger receipfs will equal the 
total cost of the trains! 


Modern equipment is not a luxury that 
only a few fortunate systems, like the C&O, 
ean afford. Even a bankrupt railroad can 
borrow money today to buy such equipment 
at 2°% interest. Since that is the fact, it is 
almost incredible that less than 100 new pas- 
senger cars have been ordered this year! 


Which Way Do We Go? 


To investors, the labor brotherhoods and the 
traveling public, the C&O repeats its con- 


viction—that our railroads face one of the 
most critical choices in their history. 


If pessimist thinking, old-line practices and 
Toonerville equipment continue to be toler- 
ated, then, regardless of rate relief, further 
deficits and bankruptcies are certain. 


But, if, on the other hand, these liabilities 
are replaced by modern ideas and modern 
trains, our railroads can again be a credit to 
our country. They can also be a bulwark of 
our national defense, which, as every citizen 
knows, depends on a flourishing transporta- 
tion system. 


The Chesapeake and Ohio Lines 


Terminal Tower, Cleveland 1, Ohio 
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$8,000,000 in New Anti-Trust 


Claims Vs. Circuits and Distribs 





Anti-trust blues hit the fortissimo 
notes in the past two weeks for the 
majors when five exhibs, scattered 
throughout the country, slapped 
treble-damagers totalling a grand- 
slam $8,087,000 in legal balm. Those 
actions, added to the 30 or so al- 
ready pending in the courts, pushed 
up the total possible recoveries in 
privately instituted suits beyond the 
$30,000,000 mark. ~° 

The stepped-up frequency in 
which the actions have been filed in 
the past few months has industry 
heads continuing to mull ways of 
forestalling further litigation. One 
company legalite characterized the 
situation as “continually getting 
worse.” “Where in past years,” he 
said, “we averaged one 
month, it’s now reached the one-a- 
week pace. That sort of increase 
poses a real problem to the big com- 
panies.” _ 

Any perfhanent decline in grosses, 
industry execs fear, would spark an 
even greater rush of cases. Gener- 
ally, all an exhib wants is product, 
it’s said, and that can be straightened 
out before matters reach the suing 
stage. But that custom no longer 
holds, and the rush to the lawyers is 
really on. Coupled, of course, is a 
recent. string of victories for the 
theatre operators which has cleared 
a number of legal hurdles which 
previously blocked the route to the 
companies’ moneybags. 


Latest trust-buster was filed re- | 


cently in the New Orleans federal 
court by. Lakeview Theatres against 
RKO, Paramount, Warner Bros., 
United Theatres and E. V. Richards, 
Jr., Par’s partner. 
of $962,000 is sought in the action 
which voices the usual complaint 
that United’s Beacon theatre got all 
the breaks on product. 

Four other actions have clipped 
the majors in less than a fortnight. 
Teeoff was by Walter Reade, New 
Jersey and New York operator, with 
a claim for $3,900,000 against all 
majors. It attacked the Newark 
clearance system. In a new twist, 
chorused by several of the other ac- 
tions, Reade also demanded a di- 
vorcement. provision in the judg- 
ment. 

Dickinson circuit filed in Kansas 
City for $1,575,000 damages in two 
suits which hit National Theatres 
and four of its subsids besides the 
majors. In San Francisco, a fortnight 
ago, William, Raymond J. and 
Pauline Syufy, owners of the Vic- 
tory and Rita theatres in Vallejo, 
Cal., pitched in with a $1,050,000 
damager against Fox-West Coast 
and the distribs. 

Meanwhile, Menugna Theatre Co., 
Brin theatre operator in Menasha, 
Wis., launched action in Milwaukee 
for $600,000.. Again an NT circuit 
affiliate, Fox-Wisconsin, was named, 
as were the majors on the charge 
that the Brin was forced to shutter 
because it couldn’t get product. 


Settle $2,650,000 
Trust Suits in Chi 


Chicago, June 3. 

Riverside and Middle _ States 
Corps., in trust suits totaling $2,- 
65),000 against major distributors, 
have settled out of court. Suits were 
filed because of alleged discrimina- 
tory action in booking films. —Set- 
tlement sum was not disclosed, but 
is reported considerably lower than 
suit figure. ~ 3 

Suits were entered by Riverside 
Corp., operator of a pic house in 
Milwaukee, and Middle States Corp., 
operator of a theatre in Minneap- 
olis and former owner of the Riv- 
erside, against major distributors, 
and specifically, in former case, 
against 20th-Fox and Fox-Wisconsin 
Theatres, and in latter instance, Min- 
nesota Amus, Corp. 


Cleve. Baptists Reject 
Pix Bid for Church Hall 


Cleveland, June 3. 

Hopes by a film syndicate of rent- 
ing the huge auditorium of down- 
town Baptist church, for purpose of 
turning it into a week-day theatre, 
evaporated when church trustees 
finally turned down a flattering offer. 

Rejected deal was a surprise to 
bidders, since it had originally been 
suggested by two or three backers 








of the church. Although the latter | “Joan of Lorraine,” which rolls July | homeoffice 
Loew's, 
20th-Fox, Warner’s, RKO, PRC and 
National Screen. 


is in tough financial straits, due to 
high costs of maintaining $1,500,000 
ediface almost in heart of theatriont | 
zone, majority of conservative pa- 
rishoners bitterly fought the pro- 
posal of theatre interests. 





suit per | 
| 


Triple-damages | 


Eating Pop in Theatres 
‘Ain’t No Health Menace’ 
Seattle, June 3. 


It’s okay for the theatre patrons 
in Seattle to eat while they take in 





a pic, according to Dr. Emil E. 
Palmquist, city health director. 
Doc’s opinion was asked by the 


| city council’s safety committee in 
reply to a request by Roland Koepf 
of the park board for more strin- 
gent controls on the sale and eat- 
ing of refreshments in theatres. 
| Koepf had declared that the prac- 





tice was leading to a public nui- 
sance and health danger. 

Popcorn munchers are no men- 
|ace, however, according to Dr. 
| Palmquist, who said that theatre 
| Managers were cooperating with 


the department and that occasional 
exceptions do not warrant the pun- 
ishing of all managers. He added 
that people would probably bring 
refreshments with them if they 
weren’t sold in the theatres. 


ATLANTIC CITY VOTES 
ON 37% AMUS. TAX 


Atlantic City, June 3. 
Voters here today (3) are casting 
their ballots on an ordinance which 
would authorize the City Commis- 
sioner to levy a 3% “luxury” tax on 





all amusement admissions, hotel 
room bills, liquor checks and 
tobacco. Both Republican and 


Democratic machines are behind it. 





Seeks to Kill Ohio 3% 
Columbus, O., June 3. 


Ohio Assn. of Local Government 
| Officers has asked the Ohio Legis- 
| lature to kill Gov. Thomas J. Her- 
'bert’s plan of repealing the state's 
| 3% admissions tax so that the same 
| tax could be levied locally by cities. 
| The association took the position the 
| state should continue to collect the 
tax, approximately $3,000,000 a year, 
and apportion this amount back to 
local communities, avoiding a 
“spotty” system of locally-levied 
amusement taxes of different types 
and rates. 

The bill repealing the state admis- 
sions tax so that cities could levy 
their own tax has already passed 
the House. Member's of the Inde- 
pendent Theatres Assn. of Ohio op- 
posed the measure in the House. 


Mirisch-King Bros. Deal 
Cold, ‘Black Gold’ First 


Harold J. Mirisch, newly appoint- 
ed Allied Artists veepee, last week 
disclosed that a deal to partner with 
the King Bros. in their indie pro- 
duction unit has definitely chilled. 
Mirisch, former head RKO film 
buyer, was to have handled the dis- 
tributional end of some 18 pictures 
on the then pending arrangement 
with the Kings. 


As his first Allied Artists chore, 
Mirisch declared that he'll takeé 
charge of launching the firm's 
“Black Gold,” an Anthony Quinn- 
Katherine DeMille starrer slated for 
release Aug. 1.. Picture will be han- 
dled, he said, similar to the pro- 
motional technique used by RKO in 
ballying “Hitler’s Children.” It’ll be 
sold territorial-wise with horses, 
troupes of Indians, etc. 


Mirisch added that although he 
still has plans for a theatre circuit, 
they’re temporarily in abeyance. In 
association with Arthur Stéele he 
acquired Keith’s Indianapolis for 
what was to have been the chain’s 
first unit but it was sold to Ted 
Gamble, who took over the 1,300- 
seater May 1 for a reported $230,000 
in cash. Mirisch leaves for the Coast 
the end of the week, according to 
his present plans. 











Tint Quota Okayed For 
Bergman’s Film ‘Joan’ 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Sierra Productions, the Wanger- | 
| Bergman-Fleming combination, ob- | 
_ tained a Technicolor commitment | 
for the Ingrid Bergman 





14 on the Hal Roach lot. 

Picture, to be directed by Victor | 
Fleming, has a 120-day shooting 
schedule. 


Roach studio has sets in process of | been founded in Albany, Des Moines, | 





; mount, 


Tele’s Place in War 
Washington, June 3. 


“Government by television is 
contemplated in the event of 
the sudden initiation of an 
atomie war,” TBA attorney Thad 
Brown, Jr. told the FCC last 
week in an effort to stave off 
loss of relay channels. 

Brown’s statement aroused a 
furor in the press, but when 
questioned he became vague on 
details beyond outlining the 
tremendous potential of a tale 
network in coordinating govern- 
ment plans during a national 
crisis. Both the Army and Navy, 
it was reported, are hard at 
work on new applications of 
television and radar, many of 
which are known to FCC. 


WB and Majors Complete 
Case for New Hearing 


In 4256 Goldman Verdict 


Philadelphia, June 3. 

Argument in the U..S. circuit court 
of appeals on petition by Warner 
Bros. and eight major distributors 
for a rehearing on the $425,000 anti- 
trust verdict awarded to William 
Goldman was completed today (3) 
with verdict taken under advisement 
by the three-judge court. Goldman 
was awarded $375,000, plus $50,000 
in counsel fees, after lower court 
found a conspiracy among WB and 
the majors to freeze him out of 
exhib picture by depriving him of 
firstruns. 

Defendants, represented by Ber- 
nard A. Segal, for the distributors, 
and Judge Joseph Proskauer for WB, 
argued today that.Goldman has dis- 
proved his own case by his failure 
to open the Erlanger theatre after 
firstrun pictures were made avail- 
able to him. Goldman’s attorney, 
William A. Gray, claimed that the 
present situation was irrelevant to 
the case since the original facts on 
which the case was based happened 
more than five years ago. 


MEX PRODUCER SET 
FOR RKO BILINGUAL 


Hollywood, June 3, 


RKO signed Joseph Noreiga, Mex- 
ican producer, to make “Mystery in 
Mexico,” both in Spanish and, Eng- 
lish languages, at the Churubusco 
Studios, Mexice City, starting Sept. 
1, Heretofore, Noreiga has handled 
only Spanish versions of RKO pro- 
ductions. “Mystery” will. be made 
with a Hollywood director and cast. 


Picture was originally slated for 
production by J. Robert Bren, who 
checked off the RKO lot ‘about six 
weeks ago. If “Mystery” clicks, 
Noreiga may be handed production 
reins on “The Road to Carmichael’s,” 
which was also on the Bren pro- 
gram. 


7 Producers Get 11 Pix 
On Par Summer Sked 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Seven producers drew 11 pictures 
on their summer programs at Para- 
according to Henry Gins- 














| burg, production chief. 








Robert Fellows heads the list with 
three: “A Connecticut Yankee,” 
“The Sealed Verdict’ and “The 
Long Grey Line.” Other producers 
and their assignments are: P. J. 
Wolfson, “Web of Days” and “Jed 
Blaine’s Woman;” Richard Maibaum, 
“The Great Gatsby” and “The 
Sainted Sisters;’ Robert Welch, 
“Paleface;’ Val Lewton, “My Own 
True Love;” Charles Brackett, “For- 
eign Affairs,” and Endre Boehm, 
“The Night Has a Thousand Eyes.” 





Film Salesmen Ask 
Recognition by NLRB 


Chicago, June 3. 

President of the Colosseum of Mo- 
tion Picture Salesmen of America. 
A. M. Van Dyke, revealed here last 
week that CMPSA has petitioned 
National Labor Relations Board for 
recognition as a bargaining unit for 
film salesmen. NLRB has asked 
CMPSA for proof of membership. 
Van Dyke, Chi 20th-Fox sales man- 


ager, said that joint conferences with 
starrer, | NURB were held in New York with 


reps 
Republic, 


of Paramount, 
United Artists, 


Prexy also said that branches had 


reconstruction for filming of “Joan.” | Denver, Pittsburgh and Philadelphia. 


i 
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week, “George Apley” (20th), good 
ene RKO) (1,600; 50 
RKO-Orpheum ( ,600; 50- 
70 )-—‘‘Honeymoon” (RKO). Good 
$11,000. Last week, “Smash-Up 
GO eee: (RKO). (1,600: 30-70) 
RKO-Pan (R 600; 50-70)— 
“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) (4th 
wk). Fancy $8,000, Last week 


° fe 70)—"Cal 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—*Cal- 
cutta” (Par). Fancy $16,000 indi- 
cated. Last week, “Blaze of Noon 


(Par), $9,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,000; | 50-55)— 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col). First nabe 
showing. Good $3,800. Last week, 
“Stallion Road” (WB), $3,500. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-99)— 
“Smash-Up” (U) (m.o.). Mild $1,800. 
Last-week, “Macomber Affair” (UA) 
(3d wk), brisk $2,000. 


EGG’ SMASH $29,000 
IN 2 DENVER SPOTS 


Denver, June 3. 

“Egg and I” is having no trouble 
copping town’s best gross at Para- 
mount with total upped to terrific 
figure by day-dater, the Esquire. Film 
holds at both houses. Vacation 
weather sent many out of Denver 
over long weekend and hurt most 
theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) 11,400; 35-74)— 
“Smash-Up” (U) and “Sarge to Col- 
lege” (Mono), after week at Denver, 
Webber. Fair $5,000. Last week, 
“Song Scheherazade” (U) and“‘Blind 
Spot” (Col) (m.o.), nice $6,000. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
—“Tarzan and Huntress” (RKO) and 
“Likely Story” (RKO). Good $6,000. 
Last week, “Brother Talks Horses” 
(M-G) and “Lighthouse” (PRC) (3d 
wk), fair $5,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70)— 
“Blaze of Noon” (Par). Fair $7,000. 
Last week, “Imperfect Lady” (Par), 
thin $8,500. 

Denver .(Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Cheyenne” (WB) and “Jewels 
Brandenburg” (20th), day-date with 
Webber. Nice $17,500. Last week, 
“Smash-Up” (U) and “Sarge to Col- 
lege” (Mono), also Webber, fair 
$14,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—“Egg 
and I’ (U), day-date with Para- 
mount. Smash $7,000 or over. Holds. 
Last week, “Stallion Road’ (WB) 
and “Millie’s Daughter” (Col) (2d 
wk), also Paramount, $3,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) and 
“Code of West” (RKO). Sad $14,500. 
Last week, “Yearling” (M-G) and 
“Crime Doctor’s Manhunt” (Col) 
(2d wk), good $13,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Egg and I” (U), day-date with Es- 
quire, Terrific $22,000. Holds. Last 
week, “Stallion Road” (WB) and 
oo Daughter” (Col) (2d wk), 





Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Invis- 


ible Informer” (Rep) and “Strangler 
of Swamp” (RKO). Good $4,000. 
Last week, “Bedelia” (PRC) and 


“Joke, Son” (PRC), fine $4,500. 
Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)—‘“Lost 


Honeymoon” (E-L) and “Hard- 
Boiled Mahoney” %Mono). Fair 
$6,000. Last week, “Kings Row” 
(WB) and “Bill Hickock Rides” 
(WB), good $8,000. 

2 Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74)— 
Cheyenne” (WB) and “Jewels 


| Brandenburg” (20th), also Denver 
Ty _ Last week, “Smash-Up” 
and “Sarge to College” () 
| fair $2,000. Meer: 


H.0.s, Reissues Slow 
Frisco; Framed’ 216 


; San Francisco, June 3. 

Holiday biz is listless here, with 
reissues and holdovers not helping 
any. Top newcomer looks to be 
a, at sapecum, but it is not 
smash. earling” is still big in see- 
ond week at Warfield. a ™ 

Estimates for This Week 

Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)—“This 
Happy Breed” (U) (6th wk). 
Hearty $2,400. Last week, $2,600. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 55-95 )—“Home- 
stretch” (20th) and “Way With Wom- 
en” (WB) (2d wk). Sad $15,000. Last 
week, thin $18,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844: 65-$1) 
< Magnificent Obsession” (U) and 
“Stole a Million” (U) (reissues) plus 
vaude headed by Dale Evans. Oke 
$19,000. Last week, “Farmer's Daugh- 





ter” (RKO) (3d wk) plus vaude 
headed by Ilona Massey an 
Downs, oke $19,000. ron 
Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“oe mt giacindie). Good $2,- 
(UU. Last week, “Taras Family” - 
die), $1,800. rial Mace 
Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 55- 
| 85)—“Framed” (Col). Fine $21,000. 
Last week, “Egg and I” (U) (4th 
wk), pleasing $14,000. 
Paramount (Par) (2.646: 60-85)— 





“Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB) (2d wk) 
Fairish $17,000. Last week, fine $24, 


0. 
Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350: 90- 
$1.20)—“Thief of Bagdad” (FC) (re- 


Continued from page 13 





——e* 


Grosses 


issue ). 
“Captive Heart” (U), $3,200, 


Hefty $3,700. Last week, 
St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60.; 
“Odd Man Out” (U) (3d wk), Stieae 
$10,500. Last week, good $11,900 °"8 
United Nations (FWC) (1,149: 99. 
$1.20 oe = Sun” (SRO) "(4th 
rf ue ‘as F or over. Last week, 


United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1. 
207; 55-85)—“Road to Hollywood” 
(Indie) and “Second Chorus” (Indie) 
(reissues). Solid $12,500. Last week 
“Dishonored Lady” (UA) (2d wk)’ 
disappointing $8,500, / 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Yearling” (M-G) (2d wk). Held up 
to strong $25,000. Last week, terrifie 
$30,000. 


‘Daughter’ Huge $18,000 


D.C.; ‘Carrols’ Wow 246 


Washington, June 3. 

Holiday weekend plus cool 
weather gave biz along the main 
stem a welcome shot in the arm 
lifting it from doldrums of recent 
weeks. But the general average stil] 
is this side of sensational. Standout 
for week is “Farmer’s Daughter” at 
Warner’s Métropolitan, with that 
small-seater doing sock $18,000, 
“High Barbaree,” with vaude, looks 
good at Loew's Capitol. “Duel in 
the Sun” at Loew’s Palace took a 
nose-dive in second frame. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew’s) - (3,434; 44-80)— 
“High Barbaree”’ (M-G) plus vaude, 
Fine $30,000, best here in some 
weeks, Last week, “Blaze of Noon” 
(Par) with vaude, mild $20,000. 


Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263: 44-70) 
—“George Apley” (20th) (2d run), 
Average $8,000. Last week, “Cali- 


fornia” (Par) (2d run), $6,500. 


Earle (WB) (2,154; 44-85)—“Two 
Mrs. Carrolls’ (WB). Strong $24,- 
000. Last week, “Calcutta” (Par), 


slow $17,000 and below hopes. 
Hippodrome (Lust) (365; 44-85)~ 

“Angel and Sinner” (Indie). Neat 

$3,000. Last week, “Brief Encounter” 


(U) (5th wk), $2,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 44-80)~ 
“Egg and I” (U) (3d wk). Okay 
$14,000, Last week, big $18,000. 


Skedded to move on, but may get a 
last minute reprieve. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,153; 44-70) 
—‘“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO). 
Definitely town’s champ with socko 
$18,000. Last week, “Stairway to 
Heaven,” $9,500. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 90-$1.25)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (2d wk). Down 
to $24,000, disappointing in view of 
last week’s terrific $48,000. 


‘Duel,’ ‘Dorseys’ Each 
$11,000, Seattle Wows 


: Seattle, June 3. 

First heat wave of the year always 
hits show biz hard, and that’s what 
happened here last week. Holdovers 
and reissues are slowing pace cur- 
rently despite holidays. “Duel in 
Sun” looks standout, playing the 
small Music Box. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Suddenly Spring” (Par) and “13th 
Hour” (Col) (3d wk). Good $4,500. 
Last week, $4,900. 


Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 45-80) 
—“George Apley” (20th) and “San 
Demetrio London” (20th). Okay 
$10,000. Last week, “Duel in Sun” 
(SRO) (3d wk), strong $12,300 at 
90c-$1.25 scale. 

Liberty (J & vH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Fabulous Dorseys” (UA) and “Ad- 
ventures Don Coyotte”’ (UA). Big 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Wonderful Life” 
(RKO) (4th wk), fine $6,400. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 90-$1.25)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (4th wk). 
Great $11,000. Last week, “West- 
erner” (FC) (reissue) (2d wk), slow 
$3,000 at 45-80c scale. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: 45-80)— 
“Yearling” (M-G) (3d wk). Huge 
$11,000 after $11,500 last week. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Sea Wolf” (WB) and “Sea Hawk 
(WB) (reissues). Nice $10,500. Last 
week, “Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB), 
good $10,100. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 


“Homestretch” (20th) and ‘Fear in 
Night” (Par). Oke at $10,000. Last 
week, “Trail Street” (RKO) and 
“Devil Thumbs Ride” (RKO), thin 
$6,300. 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 
“Two Mrs. Carrolls’ (WB) (m.0.). 
Passable $3,700. Last week, “Odd 
Man Out” (U) (2d wk), just average, 
but good for a British film at $4,200. 





SMITH EXITING SMPE 
Harry Smith, Jr., exec. secretary 
of the Society of Motion Picture En- 
gineers and editor of the Societys 
monthly journal, has resigned from 
the organization, effective July 1, 

to go into business for himself. 
Smith was previously associated 
with the Hays office for 
years before joining the SMPE in 
1943. Smith’s business venture }5 


several 


outside the film industry. 





eo eee 


Yew 


ARCS AIIM (TORE UE ET 


— 
_— 








oo fe eS at et KX — 4 ff 


po a2 * 


"4 ee © 





ao moe Of et eS 


> 
| ed 


an woe 





= for wer 





















































| _ = cwemnae 
__ Wednesday, june 4, 1947 RADIO 23 
a 
if 
i + 
} 4 
q 
} 
3 
| ‘ence? ) 
| y blame the Audience: |ArVERGE F) EXONS ‘Double Profit —On Time & Programs— 
3 Some of radio’s top comics who, in recent weeks have been orig- ry . 
| inating their shows out of New York, have been complaining out loud 
; that Manhattan studio audiences aren’t sufficiently receptive; that ell in e or ccen on OW Z 
compared with Hollywood audiences the laughs are too few and too 
+ > 
ro pager ty lk pr - i gv — is that the studio reaction Current all-out scramble of the 
+ “J 2 i l . 
o lose ¥ Py 4 seth ar microphone and into the | Summer shows. are eastward- | ° |major networks to get back into 
listeners’ homes. And that, they complain, is the shortest route to | pound this season. The way the | Hep Farming hict 
vi : son. va} te | ’ ishow business via bigtime produc- 
oblivion. aa coming warm weather semester is | How an agency succeeded in a ee — 
In answer to the squawks, however. it's contended by some in the shaping up, the exodus to the Coast getting a free network ride to | tion of house-built shows as op- 
trade that a three or four-week Gotham-origination should become a of network programs—a movement test a pre-sold show for a client | posed to agency programming stems 
seasonal must for the comics as a means of sharpening up the shows: | which has been steady since 1932—{! has been brought to light primarily from an economic factor. 
that their desire to scram back to the Coast is taking the easy way out | is due for a reversal thts summer of | Agency built the show, got a That, at least, is the opinion of key 
‘ by succumbing to studio audiences that laugh at the slightest provo- | greater proportions than ever be- conditional sale from the spo agency execs. In the wake of the 
as icallv t} aul . ji f iraling Oper 4 
cation, and that basically tne fault lies in the material, not with the fore. A tally of the strawhat | sol depending on the test run, nthonger ei opel — g costs, the webs ’ 
audience. se. 4c: . stanzas (not counting round-the-| then farmed the program out to | feel they can help balance the books 
; As one put it: Give a New York audience a funny show and, brother, calendar airers) scheduled up to an indie package producer. Lat- by turning a big profit on the shows 
it'll laugh. But give the home listener those artificial ‘command’ yesterday (Tuesday) showed 32 set ter. in turn. made a deal with they sell, over and above the time 
laughs coming out of the Coast, that are out of all proportion to the to originate from New York as; a network to put it on sustain- charges. 
gags, and it leaves the dial twister baffled and resentful and wonder- against 25 from Hollywood and a ing. First few weeks convinced That's one of the reasons, say the 
ing what all the noise is about. | dozen from other points. | the sponsor he had a good prop- agency men, why the networks are 
| Reason for this strong shift in the | erty. with the subsequent net- willing to dangle a choice evening 4 
+ © production wind is put down chiefly work-agency negotiation. cored ee ee client who buys @ 
to tightened budget belts, both | Network chalks it up as the | network-built show in preference 
rip ers Ca ell é S. around the networks and the spon- | payoff of its own foresight. | to handing it over to an agency 
sors. Big names and comedy-show | client. ; 
talent are more plentiful in Holly- | PRwwe De garg Moers ag tree s98igy pote 








“ bd nl | wood, it’s pointed out, but shows are | 3 ] | resentful of a network turning down 
or ss enny- Inc | 0 IC | generally cheaper to produce in the | 5 , » onag.t- show purchased by the 

/ East—and low-budgeted summer | agency, after a sponsor had already 
Pe ot s tes ; Se | been wrapped up. The network, in 

London, May 30. + fare. is what the bankrollers have pings a ay ide ‘ater ath 

seid ae shopped for this spring more than | a oe 2 a ow ee 

BBC, for the first time in its his- ever since the war-lush years | OW ' or all, the package owner in the hopes that 

tory, is facing a writers’ strike crisis. | Grass Not Greener . : it could bypass the agency, The 


Radio writers have threatened the They've shopped generally until 


| agency spotted the show on another 





| 
corporation with a complete boycott | ) Chicago, June 3. | they found a package for $3,500 or | | network. 
or strike action. Over 4,000 authors, | First reversal of the Chi exodus of , less. In addition to the cost fac- mec e, all or Now the original network, realiz- 
supported by top dramatists and | radio talent to N. ¥. and the Coast tor, of E pesteipacinig production of shows jing it lost out on a valuable prop- 
‘ screen writers, have sent a combined | “45 apparent in the listings in radio jin N. Y. permits closer control over | erty, has been trying to romance the 
protest to Sir William Haley, di- | talent directory which came out last } them by advertisers and agencies in Hollywood, June 3 | agency al d client in the hopes of 
rector-general of BBC, accusing it week. Many of the actors who le‘t | the ease sponsored programs and At a time when talk in the trade | luring the show into its camp. 
of being “one of the worst national | several years ago are now back | by the networks in the case of sus- | ;. about. reduced budgets for fall Fae + 4 
misers and making a deliberate pol- | #84!!). , i | tainers. , shows, Lennen & Mitchell wrapped 
icy of underpaying writers.” Most common plaint is that the | Result of the seasonal exodus-in- | 14 4 new Old Gold entry that will | 





reverse is that -one of the top radio- 
billing agencies, Young & Rubicam, 


Kraft’s s Goodwill 


A strike action meeting in London | Hollywood “honeymoon” is over and 


stand the 
was attended by J. B. Priestley, Ian | same people are used on most of 


week. 


sponsor 
Replacing 


around $17,500 a 
Frank Sinatra | 








Hay. Hilary St. Johns Saunders, Ed- | the programs. returnees also say | which had four Coast-originated | when the new season starts rolling 
ward Percy (E. P. Smith, M.P.) and | that Coast is ‘platter happy and |/strawhat shows last summer, Will| will be a comedy-variety stanza 
Rosamund Lehmann. Messages were | that on some Stations it’s not un- | have none at all this year. One Of topped by Frank Morgan, Don 0 S re u e 
read from John Masefield, St. John | Common to have 10 or 12 hours of | the Y&R warm weather items, Sil- | Ameche and Frances Langford, with 
Ervine, James Bridie and many | jockey time. | ver Theatre.” has always originated Phil Rapp as chief scripter. Musical 
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shop piece, “Mary and the Fairy.” 
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Rati Puts On a ‘Block Party’ That 
Even Qut- Hollywoods Hellywood 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
Hollywood, June 3. 

It could only happen in Holly- 
wood. 

What was radio’s counterpart to 
one of those fabulous pix premieres 
had Hollywood practically standing 
on its ears Sunday (1). Harry Maiz- 
lish unwrapped some of that super 
KFWB showmanship to officially 
launch his Million Dollar Baby— 
Martin Block. And that Block Party 
on the lawn of his Encino mansion 
(a mansion spun from gold platters) 
will long be a topic for discussion 
here. 

For three hour. on Sunday in what 
will probably go down as the most 
unbelievable “radio preview” in his- 
tory, Block paraded 
every topflight recording artist on 
the Coast before the KFWB mikes in 


an outdoor setting that was strictly | 


out of Cecil B. DeMille. Everybody 
who was anybody showed—to 
Maizlish welcome home the prodi- 
gal son who was given the KFWB 
heave-ho a dozen years back and 
has now returned to the Cradle of 
Disk Jockeyism to launch on Mon- 
day (2) his three-hour cross-the- 
board platter show for the Warners’ 
Coast indie. 

And Maizlish, now that he’s 
wrapped up the Mutual N. Y.-to- 
Honolulu 60-minute semester start- 
ing June 16 which will give Block a 
five-times-a week income of $1,400 
per hour, gave it all the pre-preem 
trimmings that befits a Millionaire 
Disk Jockey. (That’s a tag, inci- 
dentally, that will probably soon be 
amended to the First Millionaire 


asta 


Disk Jockey on the wave of the cur- | 


rent Fabulous Era of the Platter 


Spinners). 
55,000,000 Audience 


That creamy segment of the disk- 
music-radio business that populated 
the Encino Block Party on Sunday 
had figured out (thus adding to the 
incredibility of the whole Block 
Saga) that through his multiple pro- 
gramming activities Block will be 
speaking to more people (55,000,000) 
on a day-to-day basis than any other 
man in the world. That’s reckoned 
on his 2,000,000 Southern California 
audience; his Chesterfield network 
“Supper Club” chore, his three-and- 
a-half hour cross-the-board “Make 
Believe Ballroom” on WNEW, Mu- 
tual’s promise to deliver 22,000,000 
daily, etc. And that’s aside from his 
shortwave activities. 

The Encino (in the valley) shin- 
dig climaxed a Maizlish super pro- 
motion-bally campaign spanning the 
past couple of months to make Cali- 
fornia Block-conscious; a campaign 
that even included a N. Y.-to-L. A. 
junket for the preem here. 

Strange anomaly of the whole 
thing (cued to the Maizlish tech- 
nique as the premier Premiere Pro- 
moter) is that it took a disk jockey 
to inspire Hollywood's all-time top 
musical live show. 

Top bit of the three-hour parade 
of stars was Dinah Shore’s contrib, 
reprising her one-time WNEW bid 
for the bigtime. The others, reading 
like a ‘Who’s Who,’ came on in this 
order: 

Eddie Cantor, Connie Haines, 
Helen Forrest, David Rose, Richard 
Ney, Andy Russell and Della (Mrs. 
Russell) Norrell, Larry Adler, Dick 


Haymes, Bill Burton, Bullets Dur- 
gom, Freddie Martin, Betty 
Rhodes, Spade Cooley, Delta 


Rhythm Boys, Russ Morgan, Jane 
Powell, Lina Romay, Dinah Shore, 
George Montgomery, Horace Heidt, 
Xavier Cugat, Al Dexter, Buddy 
Cole, Nat “King” Cole, Clark Den- 
nis, Matt Dennis, Hal Derwin, Frank 


Duvol, Jo Stafford, Diana Lynn, 
Paul Weston, Margaret Whiting, 
Chuck Newton, Dan _ Anderson, 


Dave Dexter, Mark Warnow, Tom 
Brenaman, Ralph Edwards, Page 
Cavanaugh Trio, Woody Herman & 
Four Chips, Pauli Weston Orch, Anita 
Ellis, Frankie Laine. And some rec- 
ords, yet. 





U.S. Steel Mulls New 
Time Offer From ABC 


ABC has offered U. S. Steel a half- 
hour earlier time period, Sundays at 
$:30-10:30 p.m., in an effort to offset 
strong CBS bidding for “Theatre on 
the Air” for next season. Steel execs 
are said to feel 
would improve the show's rating, but 
up to last night (Tues.) had still not 
made a decision between CBS and 
ABC. 

“Theatre” will definitely be back, 
either way, as the sponsor has re- 
newed its contract with the Guild. 





ISURVEY TO GAUGE NEEDS 
OF MIDWEST RADIO EDS 


A new type of survey is being con- 
ducted by ABC’s Central Division 


ments of some 100 radio editors in 


the midwest. Survey 


eration between the publicity de- 





practically | 


help | 


the earlier time | 


partment and the radio eds, 
many midwestern papers are either 


since 


adding, reinstating, or revising their | 


columns in format, content and style 
because of the popularity of several 
syndicated columns which originate 
in the east. 

El Henry, publicity manager, is 


| radio eds in the area in connection 
with the survey which will be an 
analysis of individual editorial needs. 


Points to be covered are: humor 
and its use, esnecially in weekend 
columns; “inquiring reporter” ma- 
terial, based on current events and 
opinions of radioites; holiday col- 
umns, as for Christmas, New Year’s, 
etc.; guest columns during vacation 
periods; technical material relative 
| to public interest in productional 
| features of industry; human interest 
| material on hobbies and activities of 
| radio folk; queries and suggestions 
on the desired length of copy ma- 
terial; and suggestions for overall 
improvement of copy. Results of 
; completed survey will be available 





he the radio eds. 








Disk Jockeys 


Continued from page 1 











live talent. 


Hence, goes the word, don’t be 
surprised 
AFRA go into organized action in 
the very near future. 


Two schools of thought have de- 
veloped over the emergence of disk 
jockeying into big business and as a 
major programming operation. On the 


whole fresh school of radio person- 
alities emerging from the platter- 
gabber sessions. These same pro- 
ponents argue that if a Martin Block, 
for example, has what the listening 
public wants, and if the Block-Harry 
Maizlish (KFWB, Hollywood) tech- 
nique -makes good common com- 
mercial sense for the artist and 
the station, who is to deny Block 
the right to a following as a coast- 
to-coast attraction instead of pro- 
jecting him on a local level? As 
Maizlish himself points out: With 
the emergence of top personalities 
to maestro transcontinental disk 
shows, it can only have the effect of 
giving a showmanship hypo to the 
platter-turning on _ stations now 
given an opportunity to buy a solid 
package. 


Step Backward? 


On the other hand, many see the 
Disk Spinning Era as representing a 
step backward -in aggressive pro- 
gramming; that when the networks | 
start using a technique that was | 
strictly within the exclusive domain 
of the small indie taking the easy 
way out, then regardless of how 
much it’s dressed up with showman- 


copy programming. 

Question has been raised, too, 
whether the multiple spinning of 
the platters hasn’t been a contribut- | 
ing factor in the “live” demise of 
the Frank Sinatra, Dinah Shore 


celled off their own programs. It’s 
argued that when *you 
them day after day. cross-the-board, 
why get excited about waiting for 
their half-hour live show once a 
week? 


While up to now the local disk 
jockey shows have been regarded as 
a factor in boosting sale of record- 
ings, their emergence as bigtime net- 
work shows (Tommy Dorsey, Paul 
Whiteman, Block, et al.) may have 
just the opposite’ effect. As one 
; exec put it: “How many times can 
| you play ‘Heartaches’ without reach- 
ing the saturation point? There are 
| just so many favorites you can play.” 

And as for the networks going 
for the disk jockeys, same source 
chimed in: “It's like spending $100,- 
000 a year for lines, extending all 
the way to Honolulu—to play a 50c. 
record.” 





to determine specific news require- 


intends to es- | 
tablish a cooperational basis of op- | 


making a roundrobin trip visiting | 


jockey show means that much less | 


if both the AFM and | 


one hand there are those who see a | 


ship, it still comes out as carbon- | 


shows and other disk favorites can- | 


can hear | 








KLZ National Ad Manager 


| MAIN MORRIS 
Helping national advertisers to 
gear their selling with local distri- 
bution facilities is a major service 
of KLZ’s national advertising de- 
partment. 
KLZ, DENVER 








Novelist's Son 
Claims Disk 


Jockey Crown 


St. Louis, June 3. 
The disk jock champ crown of the 





U. S. is being claimed by Rush 
Hughes, son of novelist Rupert 
| Hughes, who, as head of his own 


disk syndicate, has 73 customers in 
the area from Cincinnati to Port- 
land, Ore., and from Minneapolis to 
New Orleans. Hughes began his 
disk jockey career at WHB in Kan- 
sas City three years ago. KWK, St. 
Louis, liked his style’ and invited 
| him to supply it with programs by 
| transcription. 
The series clicked and Hughes 
; conceived the idea of establishing 
| his own syndicate. Six months later 
five stations in Texas and Oklahoma 
| bought it in a block and have had 
jit on the air continuously ever 
since. 

When KWK objected to Hughes 
| building up his own syndicate, he 
| chucked the local stint and spent 
| the next 12 months signing contracts 


| all over the country. Several months 
;ago he moved to St. Louis and 
| signed a contract with KXOK, local 
| ABC outlet. Hughes claims to be 
| the No. 1 man to offer such services 
to stations five times a week on a 
participating basis and _ further 
claims to be the only one with a 
i history of success in this 
ine. 

During his disk jock career 
Hughes has copped a_ three-year 
average of 12.2 Hooper with a peak 


(Continued on page 34) 


CBS Hypos ‘News Review’ 
Via Quiz Technique 


CBS is trying out the quiz tech- 
| nique as a device to hypo its “Week- 


ily News Review” Sunday after- 

/noons. Wrapup of week's develop- 
| ments has been shortened from half 
‘hour to 20 minutes, with the final 
/10 minutes of the period given over 
to a “Know Your World” quiz con- 
{ducted by John Daly. 

Couple of man-off-the-street 
guests are invited into the studio 
|as quizzees, winner getting a $100 
| Savings bond. Listeners, besides get- 
ting a chance to test their own news 
savvy can submit questions which, 
if used on the air the following 
week, win them an atlas. 

News quiz was introed last Sun- 
day (1). 

















Sticking His Neck Out 

NBC is sticking by its decision 
to go along with the kidding of 
its veepees. Sid Strotz, western 
division v.p. who recently showed 
up on the Burns & Allen show, 
has now accepted Ed Gardner's 
dare to guestar on tonight's 
(Wed.) airing of “Duffy's Tav- 
ern.” It was Strotz who cut Bob 
Hope and Red Skelton off the air 
before the network relented jn 
its no-kidding attitude. 

Showing how well relaxed the 
web brass has become, outwardly 
at least, the NBC press release 
on tonight's stanza reports “Ar- 
chie” will portray a veepee “and 
the big question to be answered 
is, ‘Will he cut Strotz off the 
air?’” 





— 


Seminars on Kid Shows to Be 
Sponsored by N. Y. Parents Groups 





MASON COYLY ANXIOUS 
FOR U.S. RADIO SHOW 


James Mason wants to get on the 
U. S. air—he’s in need of some 
Yankee dollars, for one thing—and 
he or his agents have talked over 
possible shows with CBS and with 


WOR, N. Y., and possibly with 
others, but without reaching any 
terms yet. It’s believed likely, how- 
ever, that he will do a series of 
radio shows some time before the 
summer is out, unless his hopes of | 


independently producing a film in 
this country begin to materialize 
sooner than expected. 


CBS is understood to have wanted 
the British star to do a series drama- 
tizing famous love letters, but Mason 
and the net reportedly couldn’t meet 


on money. Mason wants his actress 


wife, Pamela Kellino, with him in 
any air show he does, and his initial 
asking price for the two of them 
was $5,000. Now it’s said he may 
come down to $3,000 or less. 

WOR meantime sought Mason for 
a series of half-hour dramats to be 
titled “The James Mason Theatre.” 


Then it devéloped that Mason had | 


a hankering to do a radio adaptation 
of Victor Hugo’s “Les Miserables,” 
so the Mutual key station dug up a 
seven-part air version of the classic 
which Orson Welles did back in 1937 
and pitched it for Mason’s considera- 
tion as the basis for a four-week 
series. 

As of yesterday (Tues.), 
had made no decision. 


State Dept. ‘Voice 
Rapped by Cooper 


Chicago, June 3. 

Associated Press head Kent 
Cooper rapped State Dept. radio in 
an address given at 25th anni of 
Northwestern Univer.’s Medill School 
of Journalism here May 27, Cooper 
claimed that Government-sponsored 
programs couldn’t turn Communism 
away from Russia; that the “Voice 


of America” was no “Superman.” 
He said that such broadcasts were 
inadequate, being one-way proposi- 
tions. Only through American news 
agencies could free intercharge of 
ideas and news be obtained. Speak- 
ing as an individual, and not AP 
rep, Cooper said that he was sure 
that the State Dept. would continue 
to broadcast, but he hoped that such 
a program would be only temporary. 
The “Voice of America” has no 
right to use such a name, Cooper 
said, and indicated that the title had 
caused resentment in South Amer- 
ica. The State Dept. is thinking of a 
possible name change, he added. 


Mason 








Stephen Fry Evolves 
‘Newsreel’ Recording 
Setup for Syndication 


Innovation in radio service, con- 
sisting of a weekly “newsreel” of 
on-the-spot recordings for syndica- 
tion to stations, is being developed 
by Stephen Fry, formerly American 
program manager for BBC in New 
York, 

Venture grew out of Fry's instruc- 
tion of a Theatre Wing course. Fry 
and one of the students in his class, 
Jim Stacey, thought up the idea and 
as a result have formed an outfit 
called Realife Recording Associates. 

Outfit will use tape recording 
equipment and will channel the on- 
the-spot coverage into commercial 
and private use. Setup stems from 
Fry's conviction that radio documen- 


taries have more than a solely pub- | 


lic-service future, and that a lot 


can be done in the development of 
news features. 


Fry says he envisions the “news- 
reel” as evolving into a daily service 


“covering material that the news- | 


paper complements but cannot simi- 
larly treat,” and he believes the op- 
eration of such a news feature serv- 
ice for radio could well become in- 





ternational in scope. 


—¢ Despite widespread disagreement 


among parents as to what is good or 
bad for their children on the radio, 
there’s been no organized action 
aimed at getting a cross-section eval« 
uation. However, a series of semie« 
nars is now being blueprinted by the 
United Parents Assns. of New York 
City, starting in the fall. 
Organization, which represents 
| 265e parent groups claiming a total 
membership of more than 225.000 
parents in the metropolitan area, 
will invite authorities to address the 
|parents to instruct them in how to 
Plan is to hold 





| evaluate kid shows. 


ithe seminars monthly, or even 
| weekly, depending on interest 
| UPA already is attempting to guide 


juvenile listening via a continuous 
listing of “Radio’s Best Bets for 
Children.” Current list iias 31 pro- 
|grams, including “family  enter- 
tainment” such as “Cavalcade of 
America;” Jack Benny, “Exploring 
the Unknown,” in addition to shows 
aimed exclusively at the moppets. 
UPA makes no effort to blacklist 
shows by listing those considered 
undesirable as “worst bets,” accord- 
ing to Mrs. Rose Kobert, chairman 
|of the radio committee, but concen- 
|trates in these cases on getting sta- 
|tions, sponsors and agencies to alter 
| or drop the shows. 

Organization also commends pro- 
| grams it likes and urges stations to 
|do more of same. Recent instance of 
this involved WNBC, NBC’s N. Y. 





fiagship. “Checking murder and 
mystery thrillers that are on the 
air before 9 p.m. daily,” Mrs. Kobert 


wrote the station, “our committee 
| finds that WNBC is the only one of 
ithe network stations that does not 
| broadcast any of these programs that 
might prove harmful to young lis- 
teners, before 9 p.m. This method of 
programming is excellent, and one 
which we are asking all stations in 
this area to follow.” 

She commended WNBC’s quartet 
of Saturday morning shows, but 
added a plea: “Won’t you please 
allot more time to children’s pro- 
grams? Except for Saturday morn- 
ings, your station does not have 
anything suitable for them on the 
air, devoting the time primarily to 
adults.” 

WNEC execs pointed out in reply 
that their 2-6 p.m. weekday periods 
}are network time over which they 
i have no control, but D. L. Provost, 
| program manager, reported that two 
new kiddie shows were in prepara- 
tion for the fall. 

Mrs. Kobert reported the UPA res 
cently met with the Parent# League, 
a group representing parents of pri- 
vate school pupils, to discuss joint 
future action on radio programming 
for children. 


Y&R Dishing Price 
To Gulf; ‘People’s’ Shift 
Seen Bid for U.S. Steel 


Young & Rubicam is pitching up 
the Georgie Price “The Bigtime” 
vaude airshow to Gulf as an addi- 
tional summer programming starter 
in line with expanded June-July- 
Aug. sales, 

Show would be in addition to 
sponsor’s current “We The People” 
which, incidentally, is being switched 
over from the Sunday 10:30 p.m. 
CBS slot into the ex-“Vox Pop” 
Tuesday night period on the same 
web. 

With “Take It Or Leave It” mov- 
ing over to NBC, that will leave 
the 60-minute Sabbath 10 to 11 pe- 
riod open on CBS, seen as a pos- 
| sible come-on for U. S._ Steel's 
| “Theatre Guild of the Air.” Latter 
program is heard same period on 
| ABC, but is mulling a change. 


MACKAY, FLA. MANAGER, 
PLANE CRASH VICTIM 


Port Deposit, Md., June 3 

Norman Mackay, 47, manager of 
radio station WBAY, Coral Gables, 
Fla., was among the 53 victims of 
| the Miami-bound Eastern Air Lines 
crash Friday (30) night. He was en 
route home from New York, where 
he had flown with a group of news 
and radio men on a record-breaking 
EAL Constellation flight several days 
| earlier. 
Mackay until recently was com- 
/mercial manager of WIRA, Fort 
Pierce, Fla.- Earlier he had been 














program director of WQAM, Miami. 
_His wife and two children survive 
j him. 
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GAG SHOWS RULE 


Top 15 and the Opposition 


Hooperatings hit a dizzy dip in the seasonal slide, with “Your Hit 
Parade,” which rode in 41st place a couple of months ago with a 12.9, 
pushing into the Top 15 on the May 30 tally on exactly the same score. 
Only notable exception was Fibber McGee & Molly, which actually 
gained 1.5 points over its previous rating. ' 1 
tion to the Top 15 copped a 10 or better. 
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PROGRAM 

Fibber & Molly.......... 26.3 
Be NE BN Seiko enieecc 24.7 
Radio Theatre .....>..... 20.9 
Red Skelton .. 19.5 
Jack Benny 19.5 
Fred Allen 18.8 
Amos ’n’ Andy ..... - ote 
Screen Guild Players.... 17.2 
Mr. District Attorney..... 16.8 
Charlie McCarthy 16.5 
Walter Winchell ......... 15.9 
Bing Crosby ....2... 15.4 
Bandwagon .......... se ee 
Your Hit Parade....... . 12.9 
Truth or Consequences... 12.4 


OPPOSITION 


11.5 


10.0 


Only two shows in opposi- 


Total 
Network 
Competition 


12.5 
10.5 
11.8 
13.8 


Man. Merry-Go-Round 21.0 


14.4 
16.2 
15.6 


Gangbusters. ..ccccsccer 








Educators—Sold ‘A Pig ina Poke’— 
Urged to Lobby for FM in Schools 


Washington, June 3. ¢ 


Educational FM - boosters, who 
have had a tough job selling their 
school boards on FM and getting the 
dough to put up stations, are now 
almost ready to throw in the towel, 


according to telegrams reaching the 
U. S. Office of Education, FM Assn. 
and Radio Manufacturers Assn. of- 
fices here. Their biggest gripe this 
time -is lack of FM receivers for 
classroom use or any prospects of 
getting them before school vacations 
start. 

Kick is that specifications for 
classroom FM sets were circulated 
among the manufacturers months 
ago, but not a single unit has rolled 
off the lines. 
educators’ ruffled feelings either to 
learn that output of commercial FM 
sets jumped 47% in April. 

Under the leadership of George 
Jennings, director of the Radio 
Council of WBEZ, Chicago, educa- 
tors were recently urged to pressure 
FMA and RMA sets, with the result 
that dozens of wires have hit Wash- 
ington in the past week. They were 
aimed at the June 3 meeting of 
liaison committee of FMA-RMA 
Washington. That meeting has now 
been postponed until end of June, 
which means that any assurances 
the educators could have hoped for 
from manufacturers won't be forth- 
coming for the time being. 


In a fiery protest against the lack 
of school sets, Jennings has circu- 
lated an appeal to all educational 
broadcasters to get action or give up 
the struggle for good. 


He wrote: “We must have re- 
ceivers, capable of picking up the 
high band in every school when we 
go on the air next fall. If we do not 
have, the FM radio program, insofar 
as the Chicago schools are con- 
cerned, might just as well not exist. 
I am of the opinion that it would 
be better to discard FM, turn our 
license back to the FCC, and forget 
the owned-and-operated _ station, 
than to operate in a sound-proof 
chamber, which is_ substantially 
what we have done for more than 
four years. My board, my superin- 
tendents, my principals and my 
teachers begin to feel that they were 
Sold a ‘pig in a poke.’” 


Canada Nets $4,000,000 


License Fees in Year 


Ottawa, June 3. 
House of Commons Radio Com- 
mittee, an annual probing of Cana- 
dian broadcasting activities now in 
session on Parliament Hill, learned 
that 1,807,824 receiving licenses were 
issued in the 1946-47 fiscal year, 
Slight upping of the previous Year's 
1,754,351. Revenue from the license 
Sale totalled $4,099,795, increase of 

$135,000 over the 1945-46 returns. 


Committee was told the figures 





were not an exact indication of the | 
number of receivers in operation in |2—‘John 

the Dominion, since some covered | scout airer 
got | 


more than one set and other sets 
by unlicensed, contrary to law. 


in | 





Canada Fears Exodus 


Ottawa, June 3. 


r% 
. a _,--———_ 


‘BROAD, OMART 


Gag comedy programs still rate 
over farce situation or realistic situ- 
ation comedy shows, judged by a 
survey of the season now closing. 
As for the gag shows, the “broad 


comedy” types 

Impressions are those gathered by 
Ernest M. Walker, CBS audience re- 
sponse analyst, who charts all com- 
edy programs on a multiple level 
graph recording, to study what 
makes good comedy shows tick and 
‘others flop. Walker’s graphs of the 
1946-47 season, he says, have indi- 
cated that there are three general 
types of comedy programs, these 
types being classified according to 
the source of their major interest 
value. These are gag comedy, farce 
situation comedy, and realistic situ- 
ation comedy. 


for 
were the 


this 
following: 


response received 
says Walker, 
Average 
buildup time 
between laughs 





Ernest L. Bushnell, program chief | 
of the Canadian-Broadcasting Corp., 
is worried about Canadian air tal- | 
ent being lost to the U. S. during | 
the coming year. Speaking at a| 
session of the House of Commons | 
Radio Committee, Bushnell said, “In 
recent years, some 10 or 12 profes- 
sional actors have been weaned 
away from us and are now in the 


| U.S. Next year we may lose more.” | 


Bushnell added CBC plays were | 
as good as any aired on the conti- | 


nent and “could compete on equal | 
; terms with any broadcast in the 
U. S.” 


It doesn’t soothe the | 


Canada Sets 








Top Summer 
Replacements 


Ottawa, June 3. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp.’s 
summer replacements and switch- 
overs are practically set for the sea- 
son, and include the best warm- | 
weather dialing yet aired by the | 
two CBC webs, Trans-Canada and 
Dominion. 

Highlights include the filling of 
the favorite Sunday p.m. spot held 
since early last fall by Andrew 
Allan’s hour-long drama, “Stage 47,” 
by a musical Quebec City airer, “Ici 
On Chante,” vocal-comedy show 
heretofore used solely on CBC's 
French-language net. “Ici” gets the 
first 30 minutes of the 8:30-9:30 
former play spot. Last half goes to 
“It's a Legend,” drama show based 
on folk tales, to be produced by 
Esse W. Ljungh who debuted the 
Darby-Surdin series, “Once Upon a 


Time.” Switchover is cued for 
June 22. 
Borden Co.’s “Canadian Caval- 





cade” goes off June 9, replaced by 
“Tight at Timber Lodge,” hillbilly 
musical moved in from a Saturday | 
p.m. spot. First 30 minutes of cur- 
rent Lux Radio Theatre piping-in | 
goes to a CBC musicale with Russ | 
Gerow band. Last half piped from 
CBS. beginning June 23. “Winnipeg 
Choristers,” now on mideast and 
central web-sections Monday, switch- 
es to Wednesday to replace “Lon- 
don by Lamplight.” “Maison Gisele.” 
starring CBC chirp find, Gisele, with 
orch backing, tees off June 12 re- 
placing RCA Victor’s Wayne and 
Shuster comedy airer. Same night, 
“Concert of Nations” (NBC-CBC ex- 
change) hits Trans-Canada web. 


Originating in Vancouver, Do- 
minion net will preem “Susan | 
Fletcher Movie News,” July 7 for | 


Another new | 
| 


three-month session, 
Dominion net show will tee off July 


Adaskin Show,” talent | 
to showcase both ama- | 
teur and professional talent. July | 


1. Bob Hope 10 Seconds 


|2. Jack Benny 13 
3. Red Skelton 1] 
4. Edgar Bergen 14 - 
In the farce situation comedy 


group, the top programs according 
to his records were: 
Average 
buildup time 
between laughs 


| 1. Amos ’n’ Andy 16 Seconds 
2. Phil Harris 15 ¥ 
3. Burns and Allen 16 : 
4. Joan Davis 17 ’ 

The realistic situation comedy 
programs that top the list of this 
classification were: 


Average 
buildup time 
between laughs 
1. Fibber McGee 19.8 Seconds 
2. Gildersleeve 24 
3. A Date With Judy 20 ” 
4. Aldrich Family 27 “ 


Buildup time, which is the time 
between gag lines devoted to build- 
ing up the characterization and situ- 
ation, in the first group runs be- 
tween 10 and 14 seconds, in the 
second group runs between 15 and 
17 seconds, and in the third group 
between 19 and 27 seconds. 

Farce Situation Failures 

The highest Hooper ratings, says 
Walker, have been received by gag 
comedy programs and the second 
highest by realistic situation com- 
edy. There have been more failures 
in the farce situation comedy pro- 
grams, he says, than in either of the 


COMEDY ROOST 





TYPE IN LEAD 


smart comedy” type has a far 
greater appeal than the “broad 
corny comedy” or “narrow smart | 


In the first group, gag comedy, the | 
top shows according to the audience | 
season, | 


Ramifications 





Lobbyist in Demand 


Washington, June 3 
Now is the time, if ever, for 
NAB to register a_ full-time 


lobbyist on Capitol Hill, accord 


ing to observers here. The As 
which has looked to the Mot 
Picture Assn. on code and oth: 
matters, did not follow MPA’s 


example of registering a $27.000- 
a-year executive to handle leg- 
islative matters. But, the wags 
are Saying now, what is needed 


is a politically savvy hireling 
who can carry the top execu- 
tives’ recommendations to the 


right people in the House and 


Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committees on a day-to-day 
basis 

At least one Interstate Com- 


merce Committee member has 
commented on the Assn’s appar- 
ent unwillingness to beat the 
bushes in advance of the bill's 
being reported out of committee 
“It’s their baby,” he said. “You'd 
think they would want. to put 
diapers on it.” 


Coast AFRAites 
Boiling on Red 
Smear Pamphlet 


Hollywood, June 3. 











The board, rank and file of Amer- 
ican Federation of Radio Artists are 


seething over alleged Red smear 
| pamphlet electioneering of a so- 
called “inner circle” that has caused 
a near rebellion in the union. Board 





history over the weekend during 
which the alleged perpetrators of 
the smearing were roundly roasted 
Result was an official repudiation by 
the board which will now cost the 
union money, 

More of an aftermath is 
pated, with possible ordering~ of 
trials for offenders. Among them are 
top names in radio. Action to date, 
however, has been the cancellation 
of ballot mailing, voting of funds 





discord and furore created. Knox 


of the hoped-for political coup that 
precipitated the uproar. He re- 
quested union’s mailing list 





| was himself roasted for releasing it. 
Particularly since same request of a 
rank-and-filer, Fred Shields, was re- 


other two. This is due to the fact fused some time ago. 

that since farce situation comedy | ities a 4 +t ater 

attempts to draw the maximum in- } : ~ rag es matte, 

terest value both from gags and | CS‘ s ich 
: | Tyler McVey, Frank Nelson, Bob 


situation, very often, in the attempt 
to do this, the effectiveness of both 
the gags and situation is minimized. 
Anyway, this has been the situation 
for the past 12 months. 
Going a little further 
study of this season's 
Walker's records show 
case of gag comedy, the comedy 
used during 1946-47 could further 
be classified according to the nature 
of the material used. 


into the 
programs, 
that in the 


material: broad smart comedy; 
broad corny comedy; narrow smart 
comedy. 
The order in which the programs 
(Continued on page 34) 


NBC LOSING FAITH IN 
TWO-NETWORK SETUP? 





Now that he’s been signed for the | 


new Sunday evening CBS musical 


show for Coca-Cola, Percy Faith, it’s | 


reported, will be replaced on the 
NBC Contended Hour program. 
Supposition in the trade was that 
Faith, who has developed his Con- 
tented maestroing into one of the 
sock NBC musical stanzas, would be 


doing a two-network shuttle routine, | 


but it’s reported that NBC didn’t 
look with favor in sharing of its 


3 hears preem of “The Music Shop,” | Faith. 


There are, | 
for example, three general types of | 


Bruce, 


Ken Carpenter. 
themselves are candidates for 
tional board elections, the event 


Nelson and Bruce 


antici- | 


to erase impressions of intra-union | 


Caution on White Bill Hearings Urged; 


Still Puzzle Trade 


¢ Washington, June 3. 


| 


} 
| 
| 
| 
} 


Sen. Wallace White announced 
teday (Tuesday) that he'll open 
hearings on his new radio bill 
June 17, despite the request of 
Justin Miller, NAB prexy, that 
the hearings be postponed until 
Congress reconvenes in the fall. 

House sub - committee also 
plans to open its hearings on the 
bill before Congress recesses for 
the summer, according to chair- 
man Rep. Evan Howell of Il- 
linois. 

Washington, June 3. 

It looks like history may be ree 
peating itself in radio legislation 
according to some of the network 


j}men here who sweated out the hear- 


| 


; ings 


| White-Wheeler 


final of the old 
Bill in 1943-44. For, 
as they see it, the new White bill 
stands even less chance of being re- 


and shelving 


| written to the point where it will 
please everybody but the FCC, and 
| broadeasters once more may find 
themselves preferring no legislation 
at all to the kind of bill Congress 


i thinks they should have 


Wheeler 


As a matter of fact. the oldtimers 
are saying privatelv that the White- 
bill in its original form 


jihad less impact for the industry than 


| 


the 1947 legislation They would 
like to have seen Cong¢ress simply 
write in a proviso keeping FCC en- 
tirely out of the »nrovram field and 
let it go at that. (Thoush svokes- 
men for Senator Wallace H. White 
say the present bill rules are out the 
Blue Book, some lawyers take an- 
other view.) 

What they were 


not expecting 


i; was an omnibus bill which ceprives 


ad- 
indirect- 


the Commission of considerable 
ministrative discretion but 


ily compliments its dia*nosis of the 


industry’s ills by writing scveral of 


its regulations (network. owner- 
|ship) into law. And in a few ine 
stances, the bill’s provisions are 


held one of its stormiest sessions in | 


| 
| 


| 


Manning was reported as engineer | 


from | 
Claude McCue, exec secretary, who | 


more stringent than FCC's. 
NAB prexy Justin Miller. who has 


long been urging new lesislation, 
rade it plain here Thursday (29) 
that he is definitely unhappy with 
the present bill but hopes that 


eventually “a practical and accept- 
able measure can emerge.” Miller 
declared flatly that “broadcasters 
will not be satisfied with the White- 
Wolverton Bill as now written.” 
Congressional Bouquets 
He handed out some Congres- 
sional bouquets, however, to the ef- 
fect that the authors themselves 
were probably not satisfied with 
the bill and would welcome industry 
(Continued on page 36) 





Option Time Kick 


and national AFRA President | 


Na- ; 


' concerned. Pamphlet favoring Car- | 


Nelson, Bruce, from among 
(Continued on page 34) 


SKELTON FALL BUDGET 
TO BE UPPED OVER 12:6 


Chicago, June 3. 
Rumors that Red Skelton show 
| will operate on a much reduced budg- 
et next season as against its present 


penter, 





tag of $12,500 were emphatically de- 
nied here last week by Jack Simpson, 


radio director of the Russel M. Sceds 
agency. Skelton show is opening 
{in the fall with a budget that will 
be substantially increased over that 
|of this year. Both “People Are 
Funny” and the Skelton show have 
been renewed for 52 weeks. 

During the summer the Skelton 
show will be revised and those mern- 
|bers who had been dropyed will 
again be taken on providing they 
fit into the new format In the 
meantime, Sigmund Romberg orch 
of 52 pieces will replace the show 
for the summer. According to Simp- 
ison, Raleigh ciggie sales have been 
| substantially increased above those 
‘of last year. 


In White Bill 


Washington, June 3. 
Probable havoc to nighttime net- 
work shows and a consequent loss 
of revenue to the webs was predict- 
ed as result of a White Bill provi- 
sion, which was widely overlooked 


| in first reading of the new lesgisla- 


| tion, 


While the bill would extend 
net contracts from the present two 
to three years, it contains what nets 


| and stations alike dub an “alarming 


option time provgsion.” 

This would prevent the chains 
from optioninsg more than two hours 
in any consecutive three-hour pe- 
riod, including the _ top-listening 
nighttime hours. The present net- 
work regs, as spel'cd by the 
FCC, allow for optioning of three 
ovt of every five-hour segment of 
the broadcast day. While stations 
could still carry three or more hours 


out 


of net shows in any time segment 
they could not contract for more 
than two, a fact the nets believe 
will damage their bargaining posi- 
tion with advertisers. 

Reference to the change in ope 
tion hours was omitted from the 
lengthy statement which accompa- 
nied the legislation, which led to 


some speculation among radio peo- 
ple here that Senator White was 
himself unaware of the impact of 
the new provision. 


od 
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BMB Long-Range Planning Hinges 
On Fate of Second Audience Survey 





June 20 will be a momentous day+ 


4 the short but hectic life of the 
roadcast Measurement Bureau, On 
that date, the tripartite BMB board 
(representing NAB, ANA and 
AAAA) will decide whether to ac- 
cept the NAB “request” to advance 
the bureau’s second nationwide sta- 
tion audience survey from 1948 to 
1949. Many other decisions are to 
be made also, inyolving proposed 
Jong-range financing, proposed daily 
as well as weekly average listening 
measurements, ete. But they hinge 
in the main on the fate of Study 
No. 2. 

Meantime, there’s a_ feverish 
echedule of BMB committee meet- 
ings calendared for the period pre- 
ceding June 20, with all phases of 


BMB operation to be scrutinized in | 


the light of the possible, if not prob- 
able, two-year delay in Study No. 
2. One of the most important ses- 
sions will be that of the finance com- 
mittee, down for next Tuesday (10), 
when BMB prexy Hugh Feltis is ex- 
pected to urge a). end to the bureau’s 
present “stop-and-go financing” and 
adoption of a regular monthly as- 
sessment of member stations. Such 
a plan, he points out, has worked 
well for Canada’s Bureau of Broad- 
cast Measurement. 

these finance deliberations 


In as 


well as others, BMB will receive the | 
of | 


advice of a special committee 
NAB board members named by 
prexy Justin Miller for this purpose. 
The committee, entirely of station 


men, is composed of Leslie Johnson, | 


WHBF, Rock Island, Il; Paul 
Morency, WTIC, Hartford; G. Rich- 
ard Shafto, WIS- Columbia, S. C., 
end William Way, KVOO, Tulsa. 

The prospect that BMB will have 
to settle down for the next two 
years to less spectacular activity, such 
eas projects to refine measurement 
techniques, added to the fact that 
the bureau is fast reaching the end of 
funds subscribed for its initial go- 
around, makes it pretty certain that 
some financing arrangement resem- 
bling the “Canadian Plan,” as it's 
already being called, will get a 
guick nod. The BBM, incidentally, 
levies a monthly subscription fee 
based on two-thirds of each station's 
peak half-hour rate. 





Hoop Likes Postcard Balloting 

C. E. Hooper sprang an unexpect- 
ed pitch at the Broadcast Measure- 
ment Bureau's technical committee 
Jast Thursday. (29). In an appear- 
ance before the group in N. Y. to 
submit suggestions for new tech- 
niques in measuring average daily 
as well as weekly audiences, 
rating agency head tossed his long- 
touted diary system overboard and 
proposed a’ mailed postcard ballot 
plan as a means of counting listen- 
ers’ habits. 

He admitted he had just recently 
“ctumbled onto” this method, which 
he said was an outgrowth of the 
diary system but did not employ it, 
and that thus far he had only had 
time to make a quick test of the 
plan in the N. Y. area. He said he 
believed, however; that this new 
technique would provide a higher 
standard of measurement and that 
he could do it cheaper than BMB 
could, because of the tabulating 
ecuipment he has available. 


His proposal was that the bureau 
determine the format of the post- 
card ballots and where they should 
be sent, leaving the Hooper organi- 
zation to get them out and to tabu- 
Jate the returns. In his presentation, 
he showed correlation between total 
postcard returns on the initial test 
and his telephone-coincidental poll 
totals. He claimed his method could 
provide county-by-county measure- 
ment and a base for reporting tota 
‘listening homes for stations, at least 
in the larger cities. 


WINS’ Daytime 50 Kw. 


WINS, Crosley-owned N. Y. indie, 
figures to pick up approximately 
1,250,000 potential daytime listeners 
as result of an FCC grant, an- 
nounced this week, of an increase in 
Gavtime power to 50 kw. Station 
will continue operating on 10 kw 
nights. 

Equipment for added power is in- 





stalled and will be switched on Sun- | 


day, June 15, with special programs 
marking the event. WINS execs ex- 


pect the power boost to up the sta- | 


lion’s daytime coverage to about 


the | 


MUTUAL SHIFTS SHOWS; 
“LAWYER Q’ IN BOWOUT 


Mutual’s “Lawyer Q” legal quiz 
show, despite a generally favorable 
sendoff from the critics following its 
'preem a couple of months, back, is 
|on the exit road, with its Thursday 





| 8-8:30 p.m. slot assigned starting 
June 26 to a “Let's Go to the 
| Movies” stanza. New show will 


| dramatize scenes from current films 
| and cut in Grace Eden, an editor of 

Mayfair magazine, for a report on 
Hollywood doings. Program, how- 
| ever, will originate in New York. 
| Two other Thursday night seg- 
ments also will 
| “Count of Monte Cristo,” which has 
| followed “Lawyer Q,” has been sold 
|on Don Lee’s Coast net and will be 
| shifted July 6 to Sundays at 3:30 
p.m. Thursday night spot starting 
July 3 will be occupied by “Scarlet 
Queen,” a new adventure saga 
scripted by Gil Doud and Bob Tall- 
man, who author “Sam Spade” on 
CBS. Elliot Lewis will be starred 
in the stanza, which MBS producer 
Walter Lurie bought on a recent 
Coast trip. Itll be aired out of 
Hollywood. 

“Treasure Hour of Song,” Conti- 
sponsored show which is taking a 
| hiatus from its Thursday 9:30 p.m., 
| will be replaced July 3 by the Vic 
|Damone Show, expanded into a 
half-hour format. Singer will drop 
| his 15-minute Tuesday night airer 
| after June 24, 
| “Quiet Please,” a new series on 
| supernatural stuff, tees off next 
| Sunday (8) for a four-week run in 
| the “Juvenile Lury” spot, Sundays 
|at 3:30, prior to “Monte Cristo” 
‘moving into this frame. 


‘Miami Dailies Set Ad 
Rates for Radio Logs; 
4 Out of 6 Ops Nix 


a Miami, June 3. 

Hubbub was created among broad- 
casters here this week by action of 
ithe Miami Herald and Miami Daily 
| News in instituting, effective Mon- 
|day (2), advertising rates for radio 

program listings. Stations refusing 
_to pay the service charge—$42 week- 
ily on a year’s contract—were offered 
| free listing of their logs, but in agate 
| type, in paragraph form, at the foot 
of each paper’s radio column. Pay- 
ing stations get boldface listings. 

Immediate reaction from four of 
| the six local outlets was to refuse to 
go along. Only Herald-owned 
| WQAM (currently CBS affiliate, but 
‘switching to ABC June 15) and 
| News-owned WIOD (NBC) signed 
up. 

‘Papers’ explanation of the move, 
' believed first of its kind in a metro- 
|politan area, was that permits for 
new AM, FM and video stations in 
‘the area total 12, adding up to 18 
| with existing outlets, and that news- 
| print is too short to permit frée list- 
|ing of so many. 
| One result was that WGBS, which 
|had mapped a big ad campaign on 
|its switchover from ABC to CBS, 
| dropped these plans entirely and will 
| sit the situation out newspaper-wise. 
_So will WKAT (MBS), and indies 
| WINZ and WBAY. Most will plug 
|their programs on the air, with ex- 
| planations on why their listings do 
|/not appear in print, so phrased as to 
|inform listeners of the deprivation 
| to the public of the service formerly 
| provided by the papers. 


Jim Ameche Inked For 
Platter Series in Chi 


Chicago, June 3. 

| Jim Ameche signed last week with 
| Tele - Radio - Creations of Chicago, 
/hew transcription outfit, to do 16 
platters as first of a projected 52 
| week deal of background stories on 
little-known facts. Series will fol- 
low pattern of late Johnny Neblett. 
series. Josef Cherniavsky, who 
heads up new outfit, had been as- 
sociated with Neblett for a short 
time before latter's death in a plane 
crash last year. 

TRC will also transcribe musical 
series with idea of entering South 
| American market. 














| Washington — Program director 


undergo changes. | 


‘| will extend 





TONY PASTOR 


Tony and his manager, Joe 
Schribmanh, have something up their 
collective sleeves. The enthusiastic 
reception of Tony's new Columbia 
recordings coupled with “rave” 
notices over the “rushes” of his Co- 
lumbia picture support the rumor 
that something big is about to 
break. 

All Broadway 
| Tony won't talk! 
|LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 


is guessing—but 











AFL Extending 
Radio Series 


American Federation of Labor, de- 
|termined to fight the Hartley-Taft 
labor legislation to the bitter end, 


its current four-week 
network radio campaign a week 
beyond its scheduled windup tomor- 
row (Thurs.) night. Pitch on tomor- 
row night’s hour-long stanza, which 
the union has loaded with star bait, 
will be directed at urging President 
Truman to veto the H-T bill, which 
is expected to reach his desk that 
day. Next week the heat again will 
be turned on Congress—if Truman 
has vetoed the bill, to sustain the 
veto; if he has signed it, to enact 
revoking legislation. 


being set up yesterday 
| details had not been cleared. 
aired on ABC, with a repeat the fol- 


setup for the four-week series. 
Tomorrow night’s big blast, on 
ABC from 9:30 to 10:30, with a re- 
prise, set for Sunday 1:30-2:30 on Mu- 
tual, has been whipped into the form 





street interviews slated from Wash- 
ington and Chicago in addition to 
|N. Y. and Hollywood. Main speakers 
; will be Sen. Warren Magnuson of 
Washington and Bishop Bernard J. 
Sheil of Chi. 
AFL-sponsored 


shows, despite 
terial, haven't paid off spectacularly 
| rating-wise. Hooper's May 30 report 
gives the union’s daytime five-a- 
week “Pursuit of Happiness” 1:5, the 
ABC Thursday evening stanza, “Best 
Things in Life,” 2.9, and the Mutual 
repeat Sundays 1.8. Union chiefs, 
however, are said to be well satis- 





| fed, on the basis of belief that the | 


| programming reaghed key people, 


CHI STATION AIMS 


FOR SEPIA MARKET 


Chicago, June 3. 





/history a_ station, 
eign language airers, will make an 
‘attempt to capture the Negro mar- 
ket here, estimated to be more than 
350,000. WAAF will air three shows 
directed at sepia audiences, all 
sponsored by National Credit Cloth- 





- From the Production Centres 


(N NEW YORK CITY... 


Leo Silvers, musical director for KXLY, Spokane, arrived in town 
Thursday (29) and leaves today (Wed.) for London where he'll vitit his 
family until September....Max Cutler, Coast actor, completed stint in 
“Telephone Hour” short ... “Superman” off the air June 27 for first time in 
seven years. Returns Sept. 29....Kate Smith wrote President Truman 
suggesting creation of a “National Grandmother's Day” to fall on second 
Sunday in October... .“Juvenile Jury” off WOR-Mutual Sunday (1) but 
video version remains on WNBT for the summer....John S. de Rusey, with 
NBC’ spot sales staff since 1944, advanced to manager. He succeeds Wij]. 
lan C. Roux, who has checked out to join the Colyer Printing Co., Newark, 





as v.p. and treas.....Arrid dropping down from three to two nights 
weekly sponsorship of Gabriel Heatter MBS strip, but Noxema is picking 
up the open date....CBS veepee Ed Murrow delivered the commencement 


address at Muhlenburg College, Allentown, Pa., Monday (2) and will do a 
similar stint at Smith College's exercises in Northampton, Mass., June 16 

..CBS news analyst Joseph C. Harsch planed to Europe yesterday (3) 
for a two-month tour. Net will pick up his Sunday p.m. commentary 
from wherever he happens to be. He'll also do some special shots...,. 
Patsy Campbell added to “Big Sister” cast. Elaine Rost into “Real Stories” 
....ABC producer Charles Warburton out ill last week....Draper Lewis, 
CBS staff writer, engaged to Jean Holloway, Metro script writer. 


Audition platter of a new show, “The Beloved Vagabond,” by “Terry & 
the Pirates” scripter Al Barker, to be cut this month....Fred Weihe has 
joined NBC’s production staff....“Summerfield Band Concerts” replacing 
“Gildersleeve” for warm months starting next Wednesday (11)....Bert 
Briller, WOR flack, whipping up a piece about disc jocks for Everybody's 
Digest. He has one on vets in aviation in the June Pic....WQXQ, FM 
sister of WQXR, moving upstairs to 96.3 megacycles about July 1, but will 
continue broadcasting on its old low band (45.9) for a time... .Skywriters’ 
radio quartet has adopted a French orphan girl via American Friends of 


Widows & Orphans of the French Resistance....Mutual prexy Edgar 
Kobak out to Missouri Valley College, Marshall, Mo., Monday (2) to receive 
an honorary doctor of laws degree....ABC board chairman Edward J, 


Noble gave $200,000 toward the building of a new, 40-bed, $400,000 hospital 
in Canton, N. Y. 





For the first time in local radio arrival from Gotham was MCA’s Hal Hackett na Shaheen” Jone- 
other than for- | we ae i 


lowing Sunday on Mutual, a la the | 


of a documentary. with man-in-the- | 


heavy budgets and plentiful star ma- | 


next July, being moved into the Kate Smith vacancy. 


| Lee-Mutual.. 


ing Corp. Clothier will air disk show | 


featuring Negro disk jockey from 
6.30-6.45 p.m., and already airs an 
all Negro quiz show from 6.30 to 7 
on Saturdays. 

Third show, which is the 
controversial, and will be on insti- 


tutional basis with no ads, will be 
.a Negro “Town Me of the 
| Air” which will air { 6:30 to 7 
p.m. Sundays and k off with 
touchy, local subject. “Restricted 
Covenants and Negro Housing.” 


| Sepia deal, outside of the 6:45 to 7 
shot five-a-week, ties up the 6:30 to 
| 7 slot all week. 

| Pact is set for 52 weeks with 13- 
|} week options and represents a bud- 
iget of $775 a week. Pact also signs 
,;up Jack Cooper, sepia radio star 


3,514,389 radio families. Chief gains Arthur J. Casey and sales promotion | who celebrates his 25th year in ra- 
will be in Long Island and Connecti- | director Tom Means have resigned | dio, to head all three shows. Pro- 


cut coverage, 


jfrom WOL. 


j grams started May 31 and June 1, 


|...."Train of Tomorrow” 


. per week, 


| have joined forces to run their own 


Stage-radio actor Horace Braham and radio director Arnold Michealis 
“summer school” in Manhattan. Only 
“advanced students” will be accepted for theatre and radio training in 
technique. Michealis did a teaching stint at N.Y.U. previously and Braham 
has lectured at Columbia. 

Because of the indecision on renewal of “Quick As a Flash,’ Ken Roberts 
has resigned as announcer to make himself available for other programs. 

Meredith Willson’s flivver stanza, bowing on CBS June 18, will be called 
“The Ford-Showroom”....CBS producer Robert Shayon heads a new con- 
tract negotiating committee for the N. Y. branch of the Radio Directors 
Guild, with Charles Harrell, Carl Eastman, Lester Vail and Nicki Burnett 
as members.. Don Iddon addressed his London Daily Mail column the 
other day to WOR flack Bob Blake....Actress Sondra Gair planed to Chi 
last week for a guest shot on the closing “Chicago Theatre of the Air” 
stanza of the season....Dave McClintock named radio director of the 
| Philly Community Chest, replacing Emma Mae Roberts, who's quitting to 





Format of the show next week was | 8et married....Ed Browne checks out as radio promotion director of 
(Tue.) but | National Concert & Artists Corp. Friday (6) to become editor of the 
It’s | 
expected to be a half-hour stanza, | 


weekly Pelham, N. Y., Sun. 


Thelma Ritter, who recently finished a role in the film “Miracle on 34th 
| St..” has joined the cast of CBS’ “Mystery of the Week”....Paul Baron 
takes over as a permanent conductor on the Jean Sablon show with Satur- 
| day’s (7) airing....John Grinnell and Betty Garde into the “Young Widder 
| Brown” cast. Vivi Janiss to “Just Plain Bill.” Alexander Scourby in 
| “David Harum”... .Bill Goodwin in town for a short visit with CBS execs 
....Half-hour situation comedy, “Sunshine Inn,” scripted by Gertrude 
| Berg and featuring ZaSu Pitts, being offered around by CBS....Armed 
Forces net has begun picking up Red Barber's five-a-week CBS sports 
show....Team of Lou Dropkin, WBAL (Baltimore) scripter, and Felix 
Leon, N. Y. freelance, has another dramat, “The Roast,” skedded for airing 
June 18 on CBC’s Maritime Network workshop, 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Foster May has checked out as manager of ABC’s news and special 
events department. He'll write a book... .Tom Lewis, radio chief of Young 
& Rubicam, was named president of Hollywood Ad Club, and C. Burt 
Oliver, of Foote, Cone & Belding, first veepee....Edgar Bergen and wife 
took the air line for two weeks in Hawaii... .“Kate Smith Speaks” strip 
on Don Lee will be sold out by fall. Par Soap bought three days and start- 
ing in September Fisher Milling takes the other two....Art Linkletter 


goes dramatic June 9 when he essays the lead role in “Hollywood Agent” 
me Skippy Theatre. ...New fathers of the past week are “Buzz” Adlam, 
_ABC music director, and Karl Gruener, NBC producer. 


Allan Jones and his wife, Irene Hervey, are being offered around for a 
breakfast table session, The title: “Keeping Up With the Joneses”.... 
Irna Phillips set Gordon Hughes as producer of “Guiding Light,” new day- 
time serial for Procter & Gamble....Ben Brady checks off the Young & 
Rubicam production staff after the Ginny Simms finale and leaves for 
New York to negotiate production for a play he has written. 


Don Stauffer around for couple of weeks on a routine call. 





Another 


stone, radio director for 


visit National Assn. of Manufacturers, on good will 


--Mark Warnow will “sound off” in a Sunday night spot on CBS 
isn rae . His Army musical 
ow airing on Friday after a previous move from another night on Don 
4l....Doris Day, the Pied Pipers and Axel Stordahl’s orchestra 
Hit gy lined up with Frank Sinatra when he swings over to the 
Crhehy- cath t September. .. .Cal Kuhl will be at the reins of the Bob 
for 5 Mead Bsa Campbell soup....Ruthrauff & Ryan made a hard pitch 
soneen. test ni ate to fill a comedy spot on the Dick Haymes show next 
Gold set 2 pewsertne to cast his lot with Mann Holiner on the new Old 
setup....Norma Jean Nilsson is starred in the open-end transcription 


most | Series for kiddies titled “Sally in Hollywoodland.” 


IN CHICAGO ..., 


F Jack L. Cooper celebrates his 25th anniversary in radio with a dinner 
une 8 at the Hotel Sherman. Before starting in radio, he spent 
many years in vaudeville, giving him a total of 46 years in show business 
aired its press run on. Mutual May 27 with Ade 
sion v.p., in charge of details....Hugh Stude- 
nm town t for few days....Chicago Majestic hosted party 
rein — jockeys and distributors at which 45 engraved radios were 
ia Sreen ie 1) =e Harlow, in charge of station relations for BMI, stopped 
ponte oO ywood....Peoples Church of Chicago observes 24 years of 
ie: “Mei broadcasting over station WJJD....E. H. Andersen of WBEZ 

ng Nene ~ to attend joint AER-FREC-RMA Equipment Committee 
birthday... Pau Kelley hosted party for his CBS staff in honor of his 
ay....Paul Barnes, local disk jockey, is now doing 26 platter shows 


Hult, Mutual Central divi 
baker in town from Coas 
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JACK PAAR SHOW 

With Trudy Erwin, Jerry Fielding, 
Hy Averback, Page Cavanaugh 
Trio; Dennis Day, guest 

Writers: Larry Marks, Larry Gelbart, 
Sid Dorfman, Paar 

Producer: Bob Nye 

30 Mins., Sun., 7 p.m. 

LUCKY STRIKE 

WNBC-NBC, N. Y. 





(Foote, Cone & Belding) 

On the credit side of this Jack 
Benny summer replacement show for 
Lucky Strike is a serious attempt 
to project new talent into the lime-| 
light. However, if the Jack Paar 
show didn’t quite come off on the 
initial airing Sunday (1), blame it 
on the fact that at this stage of the) 
game Paar still lacks any distinctive- | 
ness as a personality. 

And when an upcoming comedian 
has an uphill battle with his material, 
coupled with the fact that the format 
on the premiere program developed 
into what Mary Livingston usually 


characterizes as a mishmosh, it’s 
tough going all along. 
Dennis Day’s guest shot on the 


preem, easily the outstanding bit on 
the show, only served to point up| 
Prar’s present deficiencies. The Day 
glibness, ease and payoff that comes 
from seasoned trouping on the kilo- 
cycles sharply contrasted with the 
uninspired delivery of Lucky Strike's 
summer salesman. 

It could well be that after he has 
a few shows under the belt Paar 
might achieve a_ distinct flavor. 
tempo and originality that will set 
him off from the current: crew of 
comedic candidates. From that stand- 
point he rates all the encouragement 
that bigtime sponsorship can afford 
him. 

His previous guest shots on the 
Vaughn Monroe show for Camel 
during the past season suggested 
a talent slanted toward the fast- ! 
paced Bob Hope technique. But on 
his summer curtain raiser, Paar was 
handed a script that threw the book 
at him—gags, satire with Henry 
Morgan overtones, etc. It was a 
herculean job that even the top guys 
too often can't hurdle. | 

The Dennis Day contrib, with that | 
bit ‘of “subconscious” sparring with! 
Paar, was strictly qualitative stuff. | 
But that overlong takeoff on a Bri-| 
tish version of “Duel in the Sun” 
was of questionable comedic value. 


Production on the whole was 
choppy, attempting to cram _ too! 
much into a 30-minute program. 


rudy Erwin does the chirping, 
clicking nicely with “That’s How 
Much I Love You,” with a later 


musical insert for the Page Cavan- 
augh Trio. 


Once the boys find out what direc- 


tion they want Paar to take—and | 
give him material that will head | 
strictly in that direction—perhaps | 
they can salvage an entertaining 

package. Rose. 


A HOME OF YOUR OWN 
With Russ Reed, Eugene Francis, F. 

H. LaGuardia; announcer, Bob 

Lyons 
Producer-Director: Stephen Fry 
36 Mins.; Thurs. (29), 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNEW, N. Y. 

Stephen Fry, former North Ameri- 
can program director for BBC, is so 
convinced of the potentialities of on- 
the-spot recordings in news, feature | 
and documentary presentations on 
the air that he is currently setting 
himself up in a business of supply- 
ing a regular service of recorded 
feature material to stations. In this 
one-shot, which was an American 
Theatre Wing project, he was able 
to demonstrate his premise strik- 
ingly. 

The subject, the housing mess, is 
one which could hardly be treated | 
fully and to the utmost effectiveness | 
in a half hour; nothing less than a | 
series could do the job thoroughly. | 
But the time he had was sufficient 
for Fry to show—as did Norman 
Corwin in his “One World Flight” 
series—ihat on-the-spot recordings 
give a documentary an air of quiet | 
authenticity which no dramatization 
could ever achieve. 

No enacted skit could ever pack 
the punch delivered, in this case, by 
a slum section housewife who told 


| 


the interviewer, “We got rats .. .| 
At night we | 


big as baby kittens. 
hear them trying to get into the 
room where we sleep.” 


| given a chance to put the finger 


| Queen went into his deductions. 


| station 


| follows the format created by Irna 


i the stanza’s opening was 


| the Church of the Good Samaritan, 
| nestling in 


| With Virgil R’chardson 


In generally | 


well-edited pickups, the stanza built | 


its case—interviews with ill-housed 
families and with a _ construction 


superintendent at a housing project, | 


pickup of an actual phone call fol- 
lowing up a room-for-rent ad, ex- 
cerpts from a banquet speech on 
pending housing legislation, and, 
finally, a characteristic _let’s-do- 
something demand voiced by F. H. 
LaGuarda. 


Music bridges were wisely omitted 
for stark effect. The recordings un- 
fortunately were of poor quality in 
many places. One of the _ inter- 
viewees, a man of foreign accent 
whe spoke in low monosyllables. was 
unintelligible and perhaps should 
Nave been edited out. Most im- 
portant weakness, however, was in 
the narrator's delivery, which lacked 
authority. Script was good. 

WNEW deserves a kudo for giving 
2 place to this kind of programming. 
It’s in the direction of real radio. 

Doan. 


| transcriptions. 


} program. 





ELLERY QUEEN 

With Charlotte .Keane, Bil] Smith, 
Ed Latimer,. others 

Producer: Don Vietor 

30 Mins, Sun., 6:30 p.m, 

ANACIN 

WNBC, NBC, N. Y. 





(S. S. C. &_B.) 
Ellery Queen's debut as a summer | 
replacement for the Bob Burns show, | 
indicates a new course for this) 
standard detective yarn. Long one 
of the more cerebral of the sleuth | 
series, and one which has attracted | 
a more mature audience of fans who! 
listen to this series as occasional 
relaxation instead of a steady diet, | 
the Queen series can embark on its 
present course dealing with fictional | 
treatment of sociological problems 
without alienating its regulars. 
Initial stanza which preemed Sun- | 
day (1) dealt with the juvenile crime 
problem in a manner which indicated 
it was society's responsibility. Having 
gotten across that message, session 
proceeded on its regular business 
offering a. story centering about a 
gang of young hoods under direc- 
tion of an unknown higher-up. On| 
the basis of several slim clues, Queen | 
comes up with the head man. 
The usual Queen tricks of taking | 
a break toward the end of the story | 
to give the listener a chance to dope 
out the finish, is continued. Dorothy 
Gordon, moderator for the N. Y. 
as guest sleuth was! 


on the guilty party. Following that | 


Cast and production staff gave} 
highly competent accounts. Char- | 


lotte Keane, playing Queen’s sec- 
retary, Bill Smith as the elder In- 
spector Queen and Ed Latimer as 
Sgt. Velie read their lines expertly. 
No cast credits are released for | 
Queen in an effort to perpetuate the 
fiction that Ellery Queen is a real 
character. Consequently, no writer is 
listed in an effort to bolster the be- | 
lief that Queen needs no one to talk 
for him. 

Plugs for Anacin aren’t too ob- 


trusive. Jose. | 
THE GUIDING LIGHT 
With Hugh Studebaker, Willard | 


Waterman, Betty Lou Gerson, Ned 
LeFever; Herbert Allen, announcer 
Writer: Art Glad 
Producers: Gordon Hughes, 
Rowan, Joe Allabough 


Roy 


| Director: Hughes 


15 Mins.: Mon, (2), 1:45 p.m. 
PROCTER & GAMBLE (DUZ) 
WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 

(Compton) 

On NBC for some 10 years, this 
soaper has moved over to a full 76- 
hookup after a’ six-month 
Writer Art Glad faithfully | 


| 


hiatus. 


Phillips and his characterization of | 
the script’s top role, Gospel minister | 
Dr. Charles Matthews, is in keeping | 
with the serial’s traditions. 

Strains of the Hammond organ at 
sufficient 
tipoff on what was to come, but for 
the record “The Guiding Light” 
deals with Dr. Matthews, pastor of 


Selby Flats, an under- 
privileged Los. Angeles community. 
The good doctor’s philosophy of life 
was keynoted in the opening instal- 
ment by a “lamp of friendship” 
brought to him by a divinity stu- | 
dent. 

“It's the symbol of “The Guiding | 
Light’,’” said Dr. Matthews. “Now | 
I know what to say at the State 
Prison.” Shifting the locale to the 
pen, the doctor brought a ray of 
hope to the inmates. 

As Dr. Matthews, daytime serial 
vet Hugh, Studebaker made a con- 
vincing man of the cloth while the 
supporting cast read its lines with 
apparent conviction. Production as 
a whole was simply done and should 





draw ample attention from the 
femmes. Plugs are the usual thing, 
with a brief singing commercial | 


thrown in for good measure on the | 
end. 


ONE OUT OF TEN 


Producer: Ted Cott 
30 Mins., Mon., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNEW, N. Y. ’ 
This is a rare instance in radio— | 
a Negro disk jockey playing Negro 
platters. Yet it’s the most natural | 
thing in the world. come to think of 
it. There's a wealth of Negro music 
talent in America: they've made a 
great contribution to the U. S. cul- 
tural scene. One out of 10 Americans 
is a Negro. This program is the 
barest sample (fine a program though 
it is) of that great cultural wealth. 
During summer months the pro- 
gram will be one of records and 
In the fall it goes 
live. bringing to it some of the 
Negroes famed in the U. S. music 
world. in such diverse figures as 
Marian Anderson and Louis Arm- 
strong. Accent the first program, in 
disks. was on the pop. side—the 


Golden Gate Quartet’s “Shadrach,” 
the late Fats Waller’s “Come and 
tit It.’ Anne Brown sang “Summer- 
time.” And so on. 

Virgil Richardson, of the Ameri- 
can Negro Theatre, discussed the 
records briefly. in a simple, un- 


affected style, not slick or flashy. It 
was good, and to the point. He added 
a short newsletter with info on activ- 
ities of Negro performers, etc.. that 
weekly feature. Whites. 


thi 


is to be a ' 
Negroes, anyone will appreciate 
Bron. 


| labor and should write to the Presi- 
| dent to veto the Hartley-Taft anti- 


|lumbia’s N. Y. flagship, 


+hotel rooms. 


Ne OE, ca 
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SHtttoosssesesesoesssees, 


‘Follow-up Comment 


Al Jolson, probably the most | 
called-upon air guest of the year, 
got a chance to prove that he’s still 
a terrific emoier with the Lux The- 
atre resentation of “The Jaz Sing- 
er” (CBS, Monday, 9-.0 p.m.). Here- 
tofore, Jolson’s radio sessions have 
been confined to song and talk work 
and narrating for “Alexander's Rag- 
time Band.” In addition to his other 
talents, Jolson’s a potent actor. 
Samson Raphaelson’s yarn served 


= es 
i a i id 





as more than a peg upon which 
Jolson could hang a few nostalgic 
songs. Yarn still projects terrific 


impact, especially during the times 
when racial items are still an issue. 
The story of a singer who gives up 
his big chance to take his deceased 
father’s place on the synagogue 
rostrum on.the Day of Atonement 
is still powerful dramatic material 
as well as an item of tolerance. In 
its way, “The Jazz Singer” is as 
important to the Jewish faith as 
“Going My Way” is to Catholicism. 
, As for Jolson, an hour's session | 
interspersed with his song renditions 
is more satisfactory than his usual 
half-hour stints. During that time. 
he did seven numbers, ranging from 


| “Toot-Toot-Tootsie,” the traditional 


“Kol Nidre” and “All My Love,” a 
new item written by him as succes- 
sor to “Anniversary Waltz.” New 
tune, like its predecessor, is bor- 
rowed from a classic, and also looks 
like a candidate for the Hit Parade. 


“Lift Your Voices,” the AFL 


| variety series, hit its stride Thurs- 


day (29) with a big name pop music 
stanza. Lush arrangements by Percy | 
Faith and his 45-piece orchestra got 
the show off to a smooth start that | 
sustained the mood and _= sugar- | 
coated the pro-Labor message. | 
Stanza followed established format 
of summer music shows with a 
blend of pop and longhair tunes, 

_Alfred Drake varied from usual 
singing role to emcee the proceed- 
ings and kept the talk to a mini- 


|mum. He introduced AGMA prexy | 


Lawrence Tibbett to plug first union 
commercial via a waxing done be- 
fore Tibbett left for European con- 
cert tour. Tibbett kept in line with 
policy of emphasizing the music by 
simply reminding listener that if he 
worked for a living he represented 


union bill. Session then moved right 
on again with Gladys Swarthout, 
Frances Greer, Conrad Thibault and 


(Continued on page 36) 


{ing tone and a musically 


| Mutual 


School added on Tuesday. 


MARTIN BLOCK PRESENTS 


ALEC TEMPLETON SHOW 


Three Hours, Mon.-thru-Sat., 16 a.m. With Eugenie Baird, Dan Saidenberg 


(PST) 
Participating 
KFWB, Hollywood 

The Martin Block booking on 
KFWB here is broadcasting box- 
office as well as industry history. 
The same cooing voice, slick de- 
livery, convincing salesmanship and 


not infrequent showmanship that 
sold the gals in New York and 
helped make WNEW, N. Y., is not 


lessened now that it’s sunkissed and! 


Warner-wrapped. His highly person- 
alized style is refreshing to this 
jockey-laden locale and_ despite 
comparative expensiveness to spon- 
sors, he should repeat his success 


Millionaire music mauler lost no 
time in setting himself with the 
femmes who, he knows so well. do 
over 90% of the retail buying. Vir- 
tually everything he does, though 
sometimes cornily commercial, pro- 
jects warmth and sex appeal, and 
smart program balancing is aime 
right at the femmes. He made no 
mistake of seeking juves or casual 
listeners but started off by deftly 


building what must remain his back- 
bone and bankroll. 

Waxwhirler presents a suave 
though deliberate manner, a caress- 
informed 
air, all of which are heightened by 
an ease and poise uncommon among 
his sometimes grating fellows. 
Studied expertness of the one-time 
journeyman gabber is evident in 
everything he does, right down to 
carefully varied and interest-holding 
musical material. 

Preemer on Monday offered 
such stalwarts as Tex Beneke, Andy 
Russell, Freddy Martin, Nat Cole, 
Spike Jones, Benny Goodman and 
Johnny Mercer, Jo Stafford, Xavier 


(2) 


Cugat, Tommy Dorsey and comer, 
Buddy Clarke, with music ranging 
from syrupy ballads through dance 


tunes to novelty and comedy, each 
given their own quarter-hour 
ments. Free-performing guests at his 
pre-preem party Sunday predomin- 
ated on the disks. 

Understandable nervousness 
caused a few fluffs which he handled 
with humor but otherwise his timing 
was near-perfect, with commercials 
rendered with flavor and intimacy, 
the kind of stuff that is typical of his 
come-hither operation. Chesterfield, 
Dr. Cowan, “Madman” Muntz and 
Broadcasting System, the 
latter for four quarter hours and 
others for one quarter each, under- 
wrote seven of 12 periods, with two 
more, William H. Wise Publishing 
Co., and Patricia Stevens Modeling 
Hurl. 


seg- 





Man-Bites-Dog Act Slays NY. Press; 
Dailies’ Reaction Big $64 Question 


By HERMAN SCHOENFELD 


When the press bites radio, that | 
ain’t news; but when radio claws} 
back with the sharp end of its an- 
tennae, that’s something. WCBS, Co- 
made that 
significant bit of broadcast history | 
last Saturday (31) when it launched 
Don Hollenbeck on his new weekly 
series of critical analyses of the met- | 
ropolitan N. Y. press. Program is 
called “CBS Views the Press,” a 
mild enough monicker. But the first 


| stanza went off like a howitzer with 
| Hollenbeck lobbing his critical shells 


squarely at the editorial mastheads 
of the country’s most powerful 
dailies. 

In announcing this 
program, CBS vice-prexy Ed Mur- 
row said: “We firmly believe that 
freedom of the press and freedom of 
radio are inseparable and that mu- 
tual criticism will benefit both.” On 
the day following the initial broad- | 
cast, both the N. Y. Times and Her- 
ald Tribune gave full and fair cover- 
age to the contents of the program, 


unique type 


| notwithstanding their spanking by 
Hollenbeck. | 

Reactions of the other dailies, | 
however, such as the World-Tele- | 


gram, Journal-American, Sun, News | 
and Mirror, which were the chief 
whipping posts, were being awaited | 
to see whether they took it in the 
spirit of “mutual criticism” or as a 
provocation for a Hatfield-McCoy act 
between the press and radio. 
Hollenbeck didn’t waste any mo-: 
tions on the preem and piled directly 
into the manner in which most of 
the N. Y. dailies handled the so- 
called “relief scandal.” He said: “The 
great ink-letting which resulted from 
the disclosure that a number of New 
York City families on relief had been 
housed in hotels has abated some, 
after having for about a week re- 
sembled a kind of newspaper lynch- 
ing party. 
. "The immediate 
families, represent 
sons who had been 
rooms bv the city’s department of 
welfare on the grounds that it had 
been unable provide adequate 
shelter foi elsewhere The 
Ivnehing was a you can 
call a lynching a The fam- 
have been hustle from thelr 
At first they were put 


victims were 37 
ing about 120 per- 
housed in hotel 


To 
them 
success—if 

succes: 


ee 
133@5 


into condemned tenements and the 
city lodging houses. All in all, it 


‘was about as sorry an exhibition as 


the press—or a section of it—is capa- 
ble of putting on.” 

Hollenbeck traced the origin of the 
story to a reporter on the World- 
Telly who had a special inside line 
into the chambers of Justice James 
V. Mulholland in domestic relations 


j}court. Mayor William O’Dwyer, ac- 


cording to the Mirror. refused to ap- 
point Justice Mulholland’s wife to 


, the board of education last fall. Then 


the Sun picked the story up, followed 
in short order by the Journal-Amer- 
ican, News and Mirror, the combined 


| din sounding as if the country were 


going bankrupt because a few extra 
bucks were being expended on relief. 
Orchid to Winchell 


Hollenbeck also roasted the tabloid 
gossip columnists (and Jack Benny) 
for gagging about the situation: 
“Those Broadway wags are never 
at a loss for a wise-crack; all is grist 
for their mills—even misery.” Wal- 
ter Winchell, Victor Bernstein of 
PM and an anonymous reporter of 


'the Times were singled out for their 


honorable conduct during the cam- 
paign. Hollenbeck. an experienced 
air reporter, soundly and_ sharply 
detailed the real facts in the case 
and vindicated the city wel‘are com- 
missioner’s policy. 

Hollenbeck also criticized news- 
paper coverage of the transit labor 


| crisis in which a whole series of false 


rumors were spread about the city 
cracking down on the’ workers. 
Showing complete impartiality 
toward different sections of the press, 
he caught PM and the Daily Worker 
with their: presses down for picking 
up a wholly unfounded report from 
the columns of the Daily News. 
Before winding up, Hollenbeck 
roasted Westbrook Pegler for re- 
ferring to labor leaders Sidney Hill- 
man and David Dubinsky as “dialect 
unioneers.” “Mr, Pegler’s column,” 
he said, “was a sentimental recall of 
the days when newspaper men were 
figures of greater stature than they 
are today—which could be.” But one 
way of lifting the newspaper profes- 
sion back to its bygone level of hon- 


esty and courage is to turn the spot- 
light of truth on it. Ti Hollenbeck 
is doing with commendable consci- 


enuousness, 


och 

Writers: Harry Herrmann, Phyllis 
Merrill 

Producer: Ezra Mcintosh 


30 Mins.; Sun., 8 p.m. 
STANDARD BRANDS 
WNBC-NBC, N. Y. 
(J. Walter Thompson) 
That perennial summer replace- 
ment favorite, Alec Templeton, has 


returned to the- Standard Brands 
banner the subbed for Fred Allen 
last season), and is now holding 
down the Edgar Bergen Sunday 


night spot on NBC. On the basis of 
this week’s (1) getaway show, Sab- 
bath listeners are in for a reprise of 
one of those relaxing, engaging half- 
hour shows that adds up to grand 
entertainment for the hot months. 
For that matter, spot the Templeton 
how of the calibre heard last Sun- 
day through the Sept.-to-June regu- 
lar season semester, and you've got 
something worth shouting about. 


Templeton was in fine fettle for 
the preem program. All of the old 
keyboard tricks have been refur- 


bished, with that stylized showman- 
ship that’s as sock today ever. 
That goes for his slick improvisa- 
tions, as when he gave “April Show- 
ers” the Spnike Jones treatment: his 
back-to-back integration of “Warsaw 
Concerto” with “Three Blind Mice” 
and again as a strict classic 

But the payoff to Templeton at his 
best was in his satirical kickaround 
of the Gertrude Stein “Four Saints 
in Three Acts” opus, which was top 
buffoonery. Backgrounded bv the 
“Oklahoma!” score, the Templeton 
operatic takeoff, with an assist from 
Ben Grauer, the show’s announcer, 
and songstress Eugenie Baird, hit a 
comedy vein that’s only been 
matched by those Fred Allen con- 
tribs 

Miss Baird is a definite asset 
the show, with a brace .of 
Particularly sock was her vocalizing 
of the Gershwin tune, “Someone to 
Watch Over.” Dan Saidenberg and 
his orch-choir backgrounding blend- 
ed neatly with the show’s tempo. 

Grauer did his usually adept job 
on the commercials, with the Chase 
& Sanborn plugs a model of tight 
copy, geared to a “Thrift Without 
Tears” motif on economy blend and 
flavor bonus. 

The Templeton show easily rates 
bracketing with the “must” listen- 
ing. Rose. 


as 


cicriet 
Ae. 


to 


solos. 


LISTEN, CITIZEN 


| With Victor Jory, Judith Allen, Hes- 


ter Sondergaard, Billy Quinn, Joe 
DeSantis, Horace Braham, Maurice 
Tarplin, Maurice Ellis 

Writer: Joe E. Grenzezack 

Director: Earl McGill 

Producer: Henriette Harrison 

30 Mins.; Tues. (27), 10 p.m. 

Susta ning 

W.1IZ-ABC, N.Y. 
This was a dramatization of the 


|winning script in the Y.MC.A.’s 
second annual radio contest. Script 
was by Joe E. Grenzeback, free- 


lance radio writer of N. Y. and Los 
Angeles. The Y’s judge either made 
a poor choice or didn’t have much 
irst-rate material to choose from. 
The author had a novel idea, ie., a 
returned soldier, asked by a civilian, 
“What's it like to kill a man?” tries 
to tell him that death on the battle- 
field is’ unimportant and meaning- 
less, but that “you can kill a man 
without taking his life’ by indulg- 
ing in racial and religious intoler- 
ance and discrimination. 

But the script, instead of sticking 
to this theme and rounding it out, 


scattered its fire in half a dozen 
directions, ringing in a_ street- 
sweeper’s philosophy on _ victory 


| parades, and winding up with some 


needlessly involved dialog regarding 
the 600,000 homeless orphans of 
Europe, topped by an appeal for 
the Y’s World Youth Fund. Victor 
Jory did a sincere job of narration. 
In an over-episodic script, many of 
the dramatized sequences, especially 
the flashbacks to battlefronts, were 
well enacted. Direction was par, 
sound effects good. But the overall 
effect was highly mixed, leaving a 
feeling that the writer wasn’t quite 
sure what point he wanted most to 
make. Doan. 





THE TELEPHONE 

(Invitation to Music) 

With Winifred Smith, William Gep- 
hart; Sandy Becker, announcer 

Preducer: Oliver Daniel 

Writer-Annotator: Ben Hyams 


Lyricist-Composer: Gian-Carlo Me- 
notti 

30 Mins.; Wed. (28), 11:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 


WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 

Gian-Carlo Menotti’s comic one- 
act opera proved almost as delight- 
ful in its airing on CBS’ “Invitation 


to Music” on Wednesday (28) as 
it is in its legit presentation cur- 
rently at the Barrymore, N. Y. The 


— 


gossamer story and its choice musi-~7 


cal accompaniment come across ex- 
cellently on the ether, and Wednes- 
day's production did them justice. 
The plot is a bit of frothy non- 
sense about a man trying to propose 
marriage, with his efforts constantly 
interrupted by outside phone calls 
to the girl. In desperation, the man 
finally hes to dash out and phone in 
the proposal himself. The gay, 
music that accompanies, 
orchestrated in a style more 
(Continued on page 36) 


whimsical 


lightly 


“eisabesuman es oa j 


rt rat 
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A. T.&T. Files Skyhigh Rates for Tele 
Co-Ax Users; Proposed $40 Per Mile 
May Stymie All N. Y.-D. C. Hookups 


iia, sec yt er” a 

eliévision roaacasters, aireaday e e 
B-M’s ‘Party Line’ Gives 

It a Full Hour on NBC 





losing thousands of dollars yearly, 
are expected to throw their full 
support behind the radio relay sys- 
tem of video networking, following 





revelation of the skyhigh rates set “Party Line,” television show 
for the coaxial cable by the Ameri- | packaged by John Reed King, moves 
can Telephone & Telegraph Co. Lat-|to WNBT (NBC, N. Y.), where it 


ter filed its proposed rate schedule | will be staged at 8:30 p.m. Sundays 
yesterday (Monday) with the FCC,| beginning Sunday (8). Featuring 
in preparation for the Commission’s|} Bert Parks as emcee, the show was 
meet here on tele network facilities | aired on WCBS-TV (CBS, N. Y.) 
next Monday (9). ; until May 11, when CBS shuttered 
Rates, which the A. T. & T. plans! all studio programming. 
to put into effect by Aug. 1 if the} Bristol-Myers continues as 
FCC approves them, will clip users | sponsor. 
of the co-ax $40 per circuit mile on | Tex and Jinx” show now aired from 
the link between N. Y., Philadelphia, 8-8:30 p.m. on Sundays, the firm 
Baltimore and Washington, if sub-/ will now have a full hour on NBC. 
scribed to on a monthly basis at| Both shows are broadcast over the 
eight hours per day. That would|NBC tele network, 
mean Washington tele stations|WNBT, WPTZ (Philco, Philadel- 
would be forced to pay a minimum phia), WRGB (GE, Schenectady) 
of $9,480 monthly for the privilege| and WTTG (Dumont, Washington.) 
of picking up shows originating in| Agency for “Party” is Doherty, Clif- 
av. ¥. | ford & Shenfield, with Young & 
In addition, however, the A.T.&T.! Rubicam handling the Tex and Jinx 
has set an extra charge of $750 for ! show. 
station connections at both the re-| Sunday (8) night also marks the 
ceiving and transmitting ends of the | first anniversary of Bristol-Myers 
co-ax link. Charges for occasional | on, NBC, Firm began sponsorship on 


the 

















use of the cable are also costly, with | June 9, 1946, with “Geographically 
the phone. company planning tO} Speaking,” which ran 26 weeks. 
charge $1.25 per circuit mile for the| This was followed by “Tele-Varie- 
first hour’s use between N. Y. and | ties,” which was aired until April 27, 
Washington, amounting to about/°47, when the Tex and Jinx show 
$227 for an hour’s show, In addition, | replaced it. 
there’s to be a $250 charge for station 
connections on both ends of the loop. 
Net charges, plus the talent and pro-| Jf @ 2 
duction costs, are expected to make Live Video Show 
such a relay system prohibitive in/|é 
cost for all but the most plush-lined 
broadcasting pocketbooks. e 
Proposed charges, according to S Ist C 
D. C. station operators, offer further 
evidence that nothing in television 
comes cheap. Costs would be almost Marking the first time a motion 
seven times the $6 per air mile now | picture outfit has used a live tele- 
<harged for AM broadcasting, Under | vision show as an advertising medi- 
present conditions, NBC’s_ station | um for one of its films, Allied Art- 
WNBW would probably be the only |ists has signed with WABD (Du- 
D. C. station that could afford the , Mont, N.Y.) for a series of three 15- 
rates. Leslie Arries, manager of; minute tele programs to plug “It 
DuMont’s WTTG here, has already | Happened on Fifth Avenue.” Deal, 
declared that if the rates becomejset in New York Monday 
effective, his station can be expected | Allied prexy Steve Broidy, is be- 
to operate on an almost completely |lieved to offer further evidence 
local basis. after Aug. 1 and will|that the film companies are gradu- 
probably concentrate on films and|ally lowering the barriers currently 
remote pickups. in effect against any form of. coop- 
Since it’s considered highly un-|eration with the video industry. 
likely that any sponsor would be|} ghows will be produced by the 
willing to foot the networking | new package team of Paul Belanger 
charges with the current limited) anqd Jim McNaughton, former 
number of sets in circulation, those staffers of CBS television, who have 
stations slated to begin operations in | heen retained on an exclusive basis 
to take their time in getting on the |packages. First show is slated for 
air. Both WMAL, the Evening Star’s| yonday (9), day before the film 
station, and WOIC, Bamberger’s pro-| opens at the Rivoli, N.Y., with a 
posed outlet, are listed in the latter | format revolving around a “Fifth 
category. Avenue Ballet.” Cherry Churchill, 
“roadcasters, meanwhile, are €x-/ former model selected by Broidy 
pe icd to support to the hilt the/as stand-in for Gale Storm, femme 
ef: -is of Philco, Raytheon and other |jeaq of the picture, will imperso- 
outfits currently seeking to perfect | nate Miss Storm in the show’s com- 
the less costly method of radio relay | mercials. 
network. A.T.&T., citing the fact Second show. on which no date 
that its proposed rates are exactly | has been set yet, will consist of a 
h> lf the $80 per mile figure originally sketch starring Victor Moore, who 
quoted before the war, emphasized | jg also in the picture. Moore is 
the proposed rates were at the abso-| cated to arrive from the Coast 
lute rock-bottom level to which they Tuesday (10). Third in the series is 
can be brought, |to be a special adaptation of “Fash- 
- jion Showcase.” former weekly pro- 
CLOSER VIDEO TIE SEN |duction of Belanger and McNaugh- 
‘ton on CBS. Show will feature tie- 
IN FRANCE BRITAIN ‘ins between the picture and the ma- 
’ |jority of top Fifth avenue stores, 
London, May 27, | with Vivian Gordon, fashion coor- 
Closer rapprochement between (dinator for Allied, handling the tie- 
the BBC, London and French tele- | ins. Latter two programs will both 
vision interests is foreshadawed by | be aired sometime during the run 
the visit to France of Eric Fawcett, of the film at the Rivoli. 
leading television producer here, | ' 





Detiveen the two counties with tor FAIRBANKS STARTS NEW 
radio men across the Channel. 
PIX SERIES FOR VIDEO 


Result of this visit, kept strictly | 


hush-hush by the BBC, is that | 
staffs, programs and _ technical se- Hollywood, June 3. 
crets will. shortly be exchanged. Launching his television features 


Two-way development will make it 
possible, by a mid-air hookup with 
aircraft over the Channel, for pro- 
grams in London to be seen in Paris 
and vice versa, This is in tune with 
big current extensions of video 
plins in Britain. 

French experts claim they have a 
finer screen definition than the 
British model and that their cam- | 
eras, giving two or three angles of | film equipment and studio facilities 
vision, are superior from every | for the television films but has de- 
point of view. BBC looks down its! veloped new techniques for writing, 
nose at this claim and in any case | directing, acting, lighting and shoot- 
numbers its customers in thousands | ing to adapt the films for television's 
to France’s hundreds. bseduced screen and gray shading. 


division, Jerry Fairbanks, producer 
of Paramount short subjects, has 
Started production on the first of a 
series of films scheduled for deliv- 
‘ery in the fall. Outfit is planning 
two regular releases, a detective- 
mystery series and a situation come- 
dy series, for distribution to video 
stations. 

Fairbanks is using his 


With its “At Home With | 


comprising | 


(2) by | 
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LANNY ROSS 
Carnegie Hall Tonight 
(Wead., June 4th) 
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Philco, TBN Fight 
FCC Switches On 
Relay Channels 


Washington, June 3. 


The Television Broadcasters’ Assn. 
and Phileo carried the ball for 
video last week in opposition to an 
FCC proposal switching relay chan- 
nels upstairs to more inaccessible 
reaches of the spectrum and turning 
over the entire 1,295-1,425 meg region 
to aviation radio. As a result, FCC is 
mulling over Philco’s counter pre- 
posal to save some of the down- 
stairs slots for video relays and 
make up the difference to airmen by 
giving them additional channels up- 
stairs. 

Tele programming and network 
development would be set back at 
least a year if FCC grabs the chan- 
nels away from video, Philco vice 
president Dave Smith told the Com- 
mission. His company has spent an 
estimated $250,000 in building equip- 
ment for the present bands and wants 
the relays for a future tele net- 
work. According to Smith, WPTZ, 





me slots for video relays. 

The “indiscriminate 
around” of tele relay channels was 
vigorously opposed by TBA attorney 
Thad Brown and T. T. Goldsmith, 
DuMont director of research. Brown 
estimated it would take at least 
another year to turn out “quality” 
equipment for the new bands. 

RCA, which is trying to sell 
“Teleran”’—airplane video units—as 
well as general aviation radio equip- 
ment, kept silent on the video issue, 
but subsidiary NBC mildly called on 
FCC to let tele continue to use the 
downstairs slots for the next few 
years while aviation equipment was 
|being designed for the channels. 
| Washington attorney Gus Margraf 
made NBC’s presentation. 


‘Gulf Oil Renews News 
Show With D.C_-N.Y. Tie 
To Enlarge Its Scope 


Gulf Oil’s news show has been re- 
newed for an additional 13 weeks 
on WCBS-TV, CBS’ N. Y. tele out- 
| let, .effective June 26. Renewal 
| marks the second year for the show 
) on the same station, with the pact 
handled by the Young & Rubicam 
ad agency. 

Carried on a tentative basis since 
CBS closed down al! studio program- 
| ming: last month, the show will be 
|}expanded to give it more of a na- 
_tional scope beginning tomorrow 
| (Thurs.) via live interviews with 
|Government officials directly from 











Washington. Latter part of the show | 


will be carried over the Bell Sys- 
_tem’s coaxial cable from D. C. to 
|N. Y. Since CBS has no station in 


| Washington, the staff of WMAL., the 
| ABC outlet in that city, will prob- 
| ably make the pickups, with DuMont 


furnishing the loop from the CBS 


_radio studios in D. C. to the coaxial 
terminal. 
regular | 


Show will also move from its 8:15- 
8:30 slot on Thursday nights to 
commentator. He'll be invisible to 


of no live programming from the 
studio, 





Philly, would probably go off the air | ng to the overall mood. 
part of the time if these channels! 
are vacated. He recommended that | 
FCC save out at least the 1,235-1,360 | 


shifting} 








ithe audience under the CBS policy ‘it was announced yesterday (2) by 


| 


| television equipment 
8-8:30. Doug Edwards continues as | livered soon to WFIL. 


Cost Factor Seen ‘Comeback’ Snag 
As Vaude Acts Take Tele Hiatus 


4 
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LIVING ART 

ij lley Beatty, Tommy Gomez, 
bal gg =< Ag Mariane Oliphant; 

Mahlon Naill, commentator 
Director-writer: Fred Rickey 
20 Mins.; (29), 8:40 p.m. 

Sustaining 
WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 

“Living Art” marked the first at- 
tempt of CBS television to incorpo- 
rate live talent into its remote pick- 
up shows since the web eliminated 
all studio programming from _ its 
video activities early last month. Use 
of live talent, it’s believed, offers 
further evidence that CBS is not 
throwing in the towel on television, 
but will return to its studio in the 
future when the latter can be oper- 

rofit. 
gw ony jd in the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, N. Y., was another 
step in CBS’ experimentation with 
the dance form for video. Revolving 
around the works of Czech sculptor 
Ivan Mestrovic, writer-directors 
Fred Rickey and Ralph Levy at- 
tempted to demonstrate via specially- 
staged choreography what Mestrovic 
had attempted to depict with each 
statue. As such, the show was def- 
initely on the longhair side but, de- 
spite the abstract quality of the cho- 
reography, was interesting enough 
to appeal to even the lowly-minded 





in the audience. 

No tele broadcaster—and no danc- | 
ers, for that matter—probably ever | 
had a stage the size of the Museum's | 
spacious interior, and Rickey and 
Levy took full advantage of that. 
Image orthicon cameras, on which | 
CBS will concentrate for all remotes, 
were moved about easily, with the 
camera shots integrated neatly into | 
the script. Good use was also made | 
of an overhead shot, which lent a 
novel touch to the view of the 
dancers. : 

Groups of terpers, including Tal- 
ley Beatty, Tommy Gomez, Roy To- 
bias and Mariane Oliphant, all well- 
known in either musicomedy or bal- | 
let, were standout. Wider variety of | 
shots, including the dissolves and su- 
per-impositions incorporated into 
earlier CBS dance shows, might have 
shown them to slightly better advan- 
tage. Mahlon Naill’s .commentary 
was tailored perfectly to the show, 
with the actor’s subdued —_ ~ 

tal. 





FRANK WOOD — PRIVATE DE- 
TECTIVE 

With Joe Bellucci,;-Mary Ann Rus- 
sell, Joe Daffner, Joe Haug, Bruno 
Vesota, Art Copulos 

Director: Lorraine Larson 

Writer: Gordon Urquhart 

30 Mins.; 8 p.m., Wed. 

Sustaining 

WBKB, Chicago 


Cast is composed of players from 
Affiliation of Television Actors, | 
which means they have more than 
average radio artist knowledge 
about working in video field. Entire 
company uses skill developed for 
particular show by Bruno Vesata, to 
make this more than picture-talking 
presentation. 

Story involves gang of car thieves 
who have murder in own circle and 
call Frank Wood to solve case. In 
process he almust gets killed him- 
self by several bumps on_ head, 
which looked very realistic, and he 
teaches a juvenile romance-hungry 
girl to become a lady. Plot is thin, 
but excuse for using four separate 
backgrounds, all very authentic, in- 
cluding short boat cabin scene. 

Most _commendable_ feature of 
show is job cameras did in following 
many switches of scenery necessary 
to produce factual murder mystery, 
Camera man-ers allowed only one 
quick flutter, and program viewed 
from new three-by-four-foot screen 
was easy to watch. Sourd effects 
department deserve break on this 
one for provided boat whistles and 
fog horns seemed like the real thing. 
_ Joe Bellucci, who portrays Wood 
In weekly series, is extremely dark, 
and though deep colors register bet- 
ter on video screen, he might try 
lighter clothes to contrast his color- 





ing. He does okay job and is par- 
ticularly convincing in roughing 
scenes, 


Lorraine Larson was responsible 
for the undisturbed job the. cam- 
eras did. As script is now, it leaves 
little to 


; imagination, because on 
opening crime is committed. with 
no body in evidence, and story 


is not clue-type which gives listen- 
ers chance to match wits against 
hero. Hunt. 


WFIL INTO TELE 
Philadelphia, June 3. 
A five kilowatt television trans- 
mitter and complete studio and field 
will be de- 








Broadcasting will start in the fall, 





Kenneth W. Stowman, WFIL tele- | 


vision director. | 


ry Expectation that television would 


serve to revive vaudeville seems 


temporarily to have passed by 
the board. NBC television, which at 
one time featured two sponsored 
variety shows weekly, in addition 
to several carried on a sustaining 
basis, is now devoid of any such 
programming. CBS does no live pro. 
gramming of any sort, leaving Du- 
Mont the only N. Y. station with 
anything resembling a variety show 
in its “Amateur Hour” programs. 
Chief reason for the hiatus of 
vaudeville acts from tele screens is 


one of costs, according to ad agency . 


men, who indicated that the hiatus 


consequently would only be tem- 


porary. “Hour Glass,” once spon- 
sored by Standard Brands over 
WNBT, NBC's N. Y. tele outlet, was 


the first big commercial tele show, 
and teed off as a straight variety 
presentation. Because the show 
featured four or five different acts 
each week, the show cost between 
$3,500-$4,000. Current series of Kraft- 
sponsored full-length legiters, on the 
other hand, cost near $2,000 weekly, 
since a smaller cast is necessary. 
Legit talent, moreover, works 
mostly at scale, despite the fact that 
Equity has not yet set a minimum 
wage pattern for tele. Vaude and 
nitery talent, on the other hand, 
usually demanded at least as much 
as they would get for similar time 
on a stage. Reasoning was that they 
could always get work, either in 
N. Y. or on the road, and tele pro- 
ducers, conS@quently, had to make 
it worth their while for them to 
stay in town for a tele show. 
Where a broadcaster might con- 
vince a top legit actor, moreover, 
to take a stab at television because 
of the experience to be gained, it 
was usually impossible to get a vaude 
act to come in under that argument, 
Tele shows, for example, have fea- 
tured such legit talent as Judith 
Evelyn, Henry Daniell, Anne Burr, 
Romola Robb, etc., whereas only two 
or three top variety acts, such as 
Edgar Bergen and Bob Hope, have 
consented to appear in tele shows. 
Because variety shows are so 
popular with audiences, most ad 
agencies expect to bring them before 
the video camera sometime in the 
future. That won't happen, however, 
until there are more sets in circu- 


jlation, making possible higher 
budgeted shows, Agencies, mean- 
while, are experimenting with as 


many different type shows as pos- 
sible, seeking to find the formula 
that produced for radio a program 
like “Mr. D.A.”"—one with a com- 
paratively small cost and a big 
Hooperating. 


First Move Made to Drop 
Prices on Receivers 


United States Television this week 
embarked on a concerted campaign 
to lower prices on tele receivers, 
thereby becoming the first manufac- 
turer in the industry to take such a 
step. Move was made, according to 
U. S. prexy Hamilton Hoge, in an- 
swer to President Truman’s cam- 
paign to lower prices to help 
stabilize the national economy. 

UST initiated its campaign with a 
letter to all, manufacturers from 
which it buys parts. Letter declared 
that “since we have found that in- 
creased production and an improved 
and regular flow of material deliv- 
eries to us has resulted in markedly 
lowering our overhead costs due to 
elimination of constant stoppages 
on the line and lessened procure- 
ment expense, enabling UST to come 
out with equal profits at the lower 
price, we are sure that the same 
condition obtains in our suppliers’ 
plants.” 

UST recently reversed the trend 
of tele set manufacturers by reduc- 
ing the price on its models and 
found that, with mass production 
techniques, its profits were just as 
high. 








Video Assoc. 3-Mo. Deal 


Video Associates, television pack- 
age agency which celebrated its 
first anniversary this week, has 
signed a three-month deal with 
WRGB, General Electric station in 
Schenectady, to produce shows 
throughout the summer. 

First of the series, slated to preem 
Friday (6), is a miniature musi- 
comedy directed by Phil Brodsky 


and titled “Cafe Domino.” 
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it IS pouite 
TO POINT... 


- - « Especially when you have something 


to sell. 


..» ‘Variety’s’ Radio and Television ‘RE- 
VIEW AND PREVIEW’ Special Edition will 


be published in June, when advertising 





agencies and sponsors plan their programs 


for the new 1947-48 Radio Season. 








... This is an opportune time for you to 
both emphasize and point to your accom- 
plishments. Your advertisement in this issue 


is your memorandum on the desk of Mr. 


John Buyer Dough. 





~~ 


.. 


lea™ 






12a 


VARIETY 


NEW YORK 19, 
154 W. 46th St. 


CHICAGO 1, 
360 No. Michigan 


HOLLYWOOD 28 
6311 Yucca Street 


LONDON 
8 St. Martin's Pl. 





32 RADIO 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, June 4, 1947 





Bigtime Clears Gird for Battle 


On Revamp of FCC Skywave Rules | One of Philadelphia's most famous | yonte Proser’s Copacabana, N. Y., in whose lounge the program origin 
| restaurants—the old original Book-| But out of friendship for the disk jock-chatterer Jolie showed though he 


Washington, June 3. 

FCC and the bigtime clear chan- 
nel broadcasters will be in battle 
gear tomorrow (4) as hearing opens 
on the question of revamping FCC’s 
present rules to take into consid- 
eration so-called “daytime skywave 
signals.” The clears are urging the 
switch to push daytime stations off 
their channels and have already 
won court approval to halt construc- 
tion of six of the wee-watters until 
the matter is decided. 

The daytimers will be out in force 


at the hearing but are expected to 
count on FCC technical men to han- 
die their side of the argument. 


Over 171 of the daytimers have al- 
ready been spotted on the clear 
channels. While a similar number 
of bids for sharing is waiting action 
FCC. John J. DeWitt, Jr., con- 
‘iting engineer for the Clear Chan- 
noi Broadcasting Service, 


with William Alberts of WLW. 


alane 
aiong ; 


Cincy, will introduce recordings to | 


show the extent of 
from the sharecropping stations on 
clears. 

On the other side of the argu- 
ment, Edgar Vandiver, of FCC's 
technical information division, will 
introduce Government recordings 


interference | 


July 7 to Sept. 17, which is closer 
to the Oct. 15 starting date asked by 
the clears. However, even the Sep- 
tember date will probably be pushed 
back. That comes right in the middle 
of the NAB annual conventicn in 
Atlantic City, which will be at- 


tended by most of the big station | 


owners and FCC commissioners. 





FCC Stays Three Permits 
Washington, June 3. 

Under order of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for D.C., FCC last week va- 
cated permits to two daytime sta- 
tions on clear channels and suspend- 
ed the license of a third. Commis- 
sion stopped construction of the 
Southeastern Broadcasting Co., Clan- 
ton, Ala., which WJR, Detroit, had 
protested ‘on interference grounds 
and that of Radio Virginia, Inc., 
Richmond, to which WGN, Chicago 
had 
count. 

The third station, WCPS, Tarboro, 
N. C., was actually on the air witha 
regular license, when the court ac- 


| ceded to the appeal of 50 kilowatter 


purportedly showing little interfer- | 


ence. Some of the daytimers are 
expected to argue that there is no 
daytime skywave interference ex- 
eept when stations perce with 500 or 
more kilowatts power. They will 
say the clears are trying to keep 
the ether free so they can get super- 
power, in this case, 750 kw, and that 
there is no trouble at the present 
80 kw ceiling on power. 


WJR and ordered it silenced. How- 
ever, WCPS effected a temporary 
swap to the 570 ke wavelength 
where FCC gave it a six-day stay 
through today (3). Meanwhile, all 
three daytime stations have opposed 


|the.court orders and asked for oral 


NBC and CBS engineers will also | 


be on hand. Other witnesses in- 
clude engineers for WCKY, Cincin- 
nati; WQXR, N. Y.; KSL, Salt Lake 
City, and the 16 stations which com- 
prise CBS. The following daytim- 
ers will show: WARL, Arlington, 


..,.¥a.; WCPS, Tarboro, N. C.; WJMJ, 


Philadelphia; Lorain Journal Co., 
Ohio; Mansfield Journal Co., Ohio; 


arguments here this week, in an 
effort to reverse the court’s leanings 
in favor of the bigtime clear-channel 
operators. 


Only 215 of 800 OK'd 
FM Stations Now on Air 
But 500 Mark in Sight 


Washington, June 3. 
With the number of authorized or 





| proposed FM stations already well 


over the 1,000 mark, FCC figures 


| show that 500 cities in 47 states are 


Oklahoma A. and M. College, Okla.,; | 
KSKY, Dallas; KFBI, Wichita, Kan., | 
|last Thursday (29), show that only 


and KFEQ, St. Joseph, Mo. 

This hearing, however, will mere- 
ly be préliminary to the main clear 
channel sessions, The clears got a 
break yesterday when FCC shiited 
the start of the main hearing from 


) 

















“HIRES TO YA’ 
FOR SECOND YEAR 
CBS, COAST-TO-COAST 





|215 out of 800 authorized. FM sta-| 


| 


within reach of the new static-free 
service. 


Commission tabulations, released 


tions are actually on the air, most 
of them operating with “special 
temporary authorizations” and not 
with regular licenses. Another 200 
FM bids ‘are awaiting FCC action. 
(A good part of these are applica- 
tions in the big cities-—Philadelphia, 
Cleveland, Indianapolis, Providence, 


within the next two weeks as soon 


comes final), Appfoximately 70 re- 
served FM channels will become 
available for use beginning July 1, 
but, so far, less than a half-dozen 


Small proportion of FM per- 
mittees actually on the air and slow 
progress made in this direction are 
looked on as sure to throw out the 
window FCC chairman Charles R. 
Denny’s prediction (made at the 
1946 NAB convention) that 700 
FM’ers would be on the air by year- 





end 1947. FCC has passed out con- 
| struction extensions to some 60 FM 
| permittees in the past two months, 
; but in recent weeks has cut down 
| the usual reprieve from six to three 
months in an effort to speed actual 
| FM broadcasting on its way. 
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Represented by The Branham Co 


Ms 
i 


taken exception on the same | 


etc.—which FCC expects to release | 


as its new FM allocation plan be- | 


bids have been filed for these bands. | 


To Radio Sponsorship 


Philadelphia, June 3. 


Philly Eatery Succumbs | 
| 


binders—is now on the air, for the 
| first time in its long history. 


w.k. for decades to people in show 


| head’s sports show on WFIL from 
6:30 p.m. to 6:40 p.m. 


Broadcasts originate from the din- | 


| 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


guest shot on Jack Eigen’s Post-mid. 


A sidenote to Al Jolson’s recent 


night WINS program is that the star recently vowed he'd never step into 


never went downstairs to the Copa 


ates, 


proper. 


Jolson’s peeve against the Copa stems from Proser’s testimony for the 


The 75-year-old sea food house, | gnuperts during the recent court trial in which the Shuberts sued Colum- 


: : . bia Pictures for unauthorized use of scenes showing their Winter Gar. 
business, is sponsoring Tom Moore- | den, N. Y., in filming “The Jolson Story.” 





A 13-station hookup set up last month t6 air Chicago Cub games via 


WIND isn’t the first midwest baseball net, as claimed. 


O. A. Zahner, 


|ing room each Monday, Wednesday | Veenee of the Ruthrauff & Ryan office in St. Louis, reports that the agency 
has had a hand in airing the Cardinals and Browns games for a number of 


|and Friday, with Moorehead dispens- 
| ing sports news and 
‘athletes and sportsmen. Moore- | 
head’s 6:30 p.m. program for the | 
Erlanger Brewing Co., will continue 
from WFIL studios Tuesdays, Thurs- | 
days and Saturdays. 














Summer Shows 


Continued from page 25 








“Mystery Without Murder,” star- 
ring Luther Adler, which goes into 
| the Judy Canova time spot for eight 

weeks starting July 5. 

“Plays By Ear,” a series of drama- 
tic sketches written end narrated by | 
|Hector Chevigny, which takes over 
the “Cavaleade” period June 23. 

“Gramps,” a comedy dramat, re- 
placing “Aldrich Family” beginning 
July 3. 

“Big Break,” the new Adam Hats 
|show preeming July 20. 

The Jack Smith Show, going into 
ithe Don Ameche Drene program's 
| old spot. 

“The Author Meets the Critics,” 
which teed off on the net last Sun- 
day (1) as a co-op offering. 

CBS’ N. Y. strawhatters, inelude: 

Two  net-packaged half-hours, 
“CBS Is There,” dramatizing his- 
torical events in newscast fashion, 
and “Romance,” which will shade 
the Radio Theatre’s hour-long 
period, starting July 7. 

“Rooftops of the City,” a series 
of dramats about big city life. 

Gordon Macrae, singer filling in 
for Fannie Brice starting Aug. 1; 
“Lawyer Tucker,” the Dick Haymes 
|replacement; Woody Herman sub- 
| bing fer “Hour of Charm”; Godfrey’s 
| “Talent Scouts,” teeing off for Lip- 
'ton’s Tea July 22; “Silver Theatre,” 
‘and the new “Wendy Warren” show 
|replacging Kate Smith’s noonday 
| airer. 

Mutual’s N. Y. originations for the 
; summer include: 
“Listen Carefully,” dramat-quiz | 
|preeming June 22 in “Double or 
| Nothing” spot. | 








| “Abbott Mysteries,” going in for 

| “Quick as a Flash” June 8. 

| “Under Arrest,” police adventure 
series heard last winter on this net, 
returning next Sunday (8) in the 5 

| p.m. slot. 














|| BBC Scripters 


J Continued from page 5 


| inadequate, almost iiusulting fees.” 
| Poet John Pudney (son-in-law of 
Sir Alan Herbert, M.P.) said: “For 
‘one of my poems a film company 
| paid a fee running into three figures; 
i/th BBC would just go on paying a 
guinea. They have a secret com- | 
| mittee to decide whether the poem | 
;is worth a guinea or less for re- 
| production rights.” The poem re- 
ferred to was called “Johnnic Head- | 
| in-the-Air,” which was featured in 
| the filrn, “The Way to the Stars.” 


J. B. Priestley said the author was 
the worst paid artist employed by 
the BBC. The protest sent to Sir 
William Haley included references 
to the “poverty of the fees paid, the 
unreasonably wide rights claimed by 
BBC, and the high-handedness of the 
contract and fee-paying departments 
in their negotiations with authors.” 

Sequel to this united protest by 
writers and their strike threat is 
certain to be a complete climb-down 
| by BBC. Understood they’ll short- 
'ly introduce revised contracts for 
broadcast talks, much more favor- 
able to the speaker, including addi- 
tional fees when a talk is repeated. 


By agreement with the Publishers 
Ass'n, the BBC is also about to offer 
higher rates for the use of stage 
plays and published literary mate- 
rial. These changes will mean that 
authors will get more money for 
their work for broadcasting. An- 
other meeting of the authors will 
be called when these new contracts 
are announced, and whether strike 
and Parliamentary action will be 
put into effect will rely on how near 
the new pay rates come to meeting 
writers’ demands, ; 











| the soaper’s eighth anni. 
much pleasure—and I want to recip 


interviewing | years “over what we think was the first of the baseball networks.” Right 


now, Zahner adds, “we have what we think is the largest baseball network 


of any of the major leagues. 


It numbers approximately 25, with the sta- 


tions that will be going on the air sometime this month.” 





Housewives who toil aren’t the only soap-opera devotees, 


Mrs. Frank 


C. Henderson, Park Ave. (N.Y.) and Palm Beach socialite, tossed a party 


for the cast of CBS’ “When a Girl M 
Mrs. Hend 


arries” last Thursday (29) in honor of 
erson said the serial had “brought me 
rocate.” 


Guests at the party, held at the N. Y. Park Lane's Tapestry Room. in. 
cluded society friends of the hostess, who is an oil millionaire’s widow 


Party props were based on incidents 
judge’s bench, etc. 


from the soaper, including a jail cell, 





FCC in Dilemma as FM 
Bidders Jockey For 
OK Positions on Dial 


Washington, June 3. 

Although one of FM’s biggest 
selling points is that any frequency 
gives the same coverage as any 
other, fact remains that FM bidders 
are still vigorously jockeying for 
favorable positions on the FM dial. 
For example, according to FCC 
spokesmen, WINX, Washington, has 
filed for the 260 FM slot in town 
because it is square in the middle 


of the dial and closed in on both | 


sides by channels of the network- 
FM stations. 


When listeners tune the net trans- | 


mitters they must perforce pass the 
signal of independent WINX-FM. To 
the same effect, a plea for FCC re- 
assignment of FM channels in Chi- 
cago to alternate net and indie sta- 
tion assignments was made here 
recently by WSBC, Chicago. WSBC 
was particularly unhappy because it 
was spotted down the low end of 
the dial next to another foreign- 
language watter WGES and far from 
the bigtime net percs. 

In other instances, FCC is being 
pressed to reassign FM slots in a 


— 


Voice of Frotlees Ne 
Using Air Technique 
To Spread Its Gospel 


Voice of Freedom Committee, 
|N. Y. group headed by Dorothy 
Parker which is spearheading a cam- 
paign to get liberal commentators 
back on the air, has utilized a radio 
technique for spreading its gospel. 
Town Hall rally fponsored by VOF 
May 8 was plattered and a tran- 
scribed version of it, edited down to 
an hour and a half, is being offered 
to interested groups. 

VOF reprised the rally recently 
at the Hotel Beacon — “for the 
2,000 who missed” getting into the 
original at Town Hall, but found 
that William L. Shirer, Dr. Frank 
Kingdon, et al, didn’t pull as well 
on wax as in the flesh. Turnout was 
very poor. Committee believes, 
| however, that its rally-on-wax will 
pow better where groups specifically 
| request it, especially in the outlands. 
| Packaged rally, which is being 
rented for $5 per evening plus $25 
deposit, consists of 10 12-inch rece 
|ords, cut on both sides, at 78 rpm— 
| So they can be played on an ordinary 





particular town where the standard | Phonograph. 


| 


broadcast operators want to con- 
tinue over on FM slogans which 
have popularized their AM stations. 
Licensees at the top or the bottom | 


‘of the standard broadcast dial, who | 


have made much of this fact in their | 
advertising, want similarly located 
FM channels. 

_ As a result, FCC is in a dilemma 
in some spectrum-congested com- 
munities where it handed out as- 
signments on the basis of transmit- 
ter locations without thought to the | 
promotion techniques of the sta- 
tions themselves, 





Actress Suicides 
Twila Phillips, 21, radio and tele- 
vision actress, was found dead last | 
week in the gas-filled New York | 
apartment of a friend, Charles Rich. | 
ard Stark, freelance announcer. She | 
| 




















Variety, May 28, 1947 
PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


“BUDDY 
CLARK'S 


vocalizing is strong, versatile and 
pleasing. Selections are surefire, 
coming off the top of the hit 
parade. Opener is ‘Peg O’ My 
Heart,’ with Clark following into 
‘Glocca Morra’ and a distinctive 
takeoff on Al Jolson with ‘Apri! 
Showers’ and ‘The Anniversary 
Song.’ Coming back for encores, 
Clark asks for patron requests, 











left a note of despondency, |fand on the preem show (21) 
Stark, who found actress’ body. rg he , With “Mam’selle’ and 

when he returned to the apartment, | —_ 

is not being held. elsnieat 
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Thirty-eight men were conspicuous by their absence when 
the Chicago Federated Advertising Club handed WBBM two 
of the four major awards given for locally-created and pro- 
duced shows originated by Chicago’s sixteen stations. 

The missing men were the 38 WBBM master showmen 
whose skill, knowledge and hard work make every WBBM- 
built show a prize contender. 

Thanks to our 38 experts, those who know the Chicago 
market best—the local advertising men—tagged WBBM’s 
“The Echo” as the best local dramatic program produced by 
a Chicago station. They also created a special award for 
WBBM's “Gold Coast Rhythm” for its “outstanding advertis- 
ing merit.” That’s why you'll find our laurel wreaths tacked 
up over the door into WBBM’s Program Department. 

If you are looking for a winner in the country’s second 
biggest and richest market, call us or Radio Sales. WBBM’s_ 
38 showmen have the right program to win big audiences 


for your sales message and new customers for your retailers. 


Chicago's Showmanship Station WBBM 


COLUMBIA OWNED - 50,000 WATTS + 780 KC. REPRESENTED BY 
RADIO SALZS, THE $POT BROADCASTING DIVISION OF CBS. NEW 
YORK, CHICAGO, LOS ANGELES, DETROIT, SAN FRANCISCO, ATLANTA 
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Rumors Again Circulate About 
Govt. Takeover of Aussie Radio 





Canberra, May 29. + 


+ 


In this chief political center of the 
Australian zone whispers are again 
circulating that the Chifley Labor 
Government may reconsider the na- 
tionalization of the entire Aussie 
commercial field. 

With the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission in the red this year to 
the tune of $280,000 on non-com- 
mercial operation, and with the Gov- 
ernment coming through with this 
amount 
it's understood that 
mittee may be set 
probe the idea of 


a special com- 
up shortly to 
nationalization. 


Committee will also probe facsimile | 


broadcasting, frequency 
and television. 

Some time ago politicians denied 
strongly a current rumor that the 
whole Aussie ether fields would be- 
come nationalized, with full control 
via a government-operated body. 
Prime Minister Ben Chifley denfed 
at the time that his government had 
pians to take over the Aussie radio 
setup—commercial and national. Top 
politicians likewise indicated that 
there would be no interference with 
commercials on control, apart from 
present governmental edicts cover- 
ing the radio field here. 

With the red light given to pro- 
posal to switch a section of the ABC 
programs over to commercial 
national -(non-sponsored) 
to offset high financial losses, there 
are many in the Aussie radio zone 
who see a move by the government 
in the not too distant future to bring 
all radio under its control. 

Maybe this is one reason why 
many sponsors are laying off setting 
new shows presently, figuring to 
wait and see what is going to hap- 
pen from the political end. Right 
now there are some top shows going 
‘begging for lack of sponsors, It 
doesn’t seem likely that air spon- 
sors intend to switch back to news- 
paper advertising as was the case 
before the war. 

Charlotte—Grady Cole, WBT an- 
nouncer, has again been reappointed 


modulation 


by Mayor Herbert Baxter on the 
Charlotte Boxing and Wrestling 
Commission. 









































from Consolidated Revenue, | 


| der, 


from | 
operation | 
. five 


| entire 


Bobby Breen Set For 
Own Show on WHN, N.Y. 


Bobby Breen, ex-juve singing star 
who is 21 now and has been playing 
theatre and nitery engagements 
since leaving the Army, gets his own 
show on WHN, Metro-owned N.Y. 
indie, starting June 21. Stanza will | 
be aired Saturdays at 6:45-7 p.m., | 
with Joel Herron’s orch backing up 
the young tenor’s piping. 

Show is one more in a growing list 
of live name-talent vocal stanzas 
being offered by WHN, others re- 
cently inked including Ruth Etting, 
Yvette and Betty Reilly. 

Metro indie last Thursday (29) 
also added “Racketbusters’ Round- 





table,” which recently did a one-time 


stand on the Mutual net. Half-hour 
weekly show, with Bill Slater as | 
moderator, has panel of four guest 
experts engaging in a sort of can- 


| you-top-this? on crime cases. Initial | 


panel includes Burton Turkus, “Mur- 
Inc.” prosecutor, and Weegee, 
the photographer. 


Coast AFRA 


———— (ontinued from page 27 














nominees was generally inter- 
preted as implying that those of five 
omitted were Reds. 

Language of literature, .mailed to 
membership, incited faction- 
alism, pointed to political differ- 
ences, spoke scarily of “Communist 
minority,” stated that favored trio 
were not “radical.” It was endorsed 
by 68. known to largely govern chap- 
ter and all locally available work. 


'Lou Merrill, non-board member, led 
'“outsider’” committee that attended 


| also talk of secession of lesser lights 


} . ” 
| clique 


board session to protest objection- 
able action, timing of which was 
perfect according to some. 

Now there’s talk of charges 
against those believed concerned, on 
the grounds of having acted in a 
manner inimical to the best inter- 
ests, welfare, of the union. There's | 


to form a group similar to the | 
| secreen extras guild with different 


seales, etc., to leave the “working | 
to themselves. 


Name Board Candidates | 
Hollywood, June 3. | 


Ken Carpenter, Harry Bartell, | 
Robert Bruce, Paul McVey and 
Frank Nelson have been named as 
national board member candidates | 
by the local chapter of American 
Federation of Radio Artists. 

Three of the quintet will be elected 
via mail vote which must be re- 
turned by the union June 13, and for 
which the ballots will be mailed this 
week. 





Cincinnati— Bill Meredith, scripter | 
with WLW for the past five years, | 
has resigned to become continuity | 
editor of WRFD, a new station in 
Worthington, Ohio, which goes on 
the air in July. Bob Maley, former | 
WLW scripter, has joined WMBD, 





Peoria, [ll., as continuity editor. 
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, .. thank you_for the swell service and fine cooperation 
which you have extended me during the past year, 
R. A. Moss, of Campbell-Ewald’s Media Department. 


‘ 
Plus service for the country's, leading radio stations and 


advertising agencies has won for Weed and Company 
a reputation fo: remaining consistently “On Target.”’ 
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Al Pearce 60-Minute 
ABC Sat. Ayem Buildup 


Al Pearce and His Gang are set 
for a crack at the comeback trail 
via a new hour-long show Saturday 
mornings on the ABC network. 
Teeoft date hasn’t been set, but it’s 
expected the stanza will be prepped 
for a preem within, the first two 
weeks of July. It gets the 9-10 
o'clock slot. 

Show will be formatted along the 


lines of Pearce’s earlier airers, ac-| 


cording to ABC program veepee 
Adrian Samish, who wrapped up 
the deal. Talent cost is guarded 
figure, but admittedly is in the up- 
per brackets for summer daytime 
programs. 











Gag Shows 


|_____ Continued from page 27 





in these respective fields were re- 
ceived by the audience, according to 
Walker, are: 

Broad Smart Comedy 
Bob Hope 
Jack Benny 
Red Skelton 
. Edgar Bergen 

Broad Corny Comedy 

1. Judy Canova 

2. Abbott & Costello 

3. Jimmy Durante 

4. “Can You Top This?” 

Although the comedy content has 
not been as high in “Can You Top 
This?” as in the other three pro- 
grams mentioned, it has, week after 
week. maintained the most consist- 
ent pattern of comedy, says Walker. 


em who 


Under the classification of narrow 
were no pro- 
which received 
response sufficient to justify any 
creditable mention. ‘The 
Goodman show is a typical example. 
A check of the Hooper ratings on 
broad smart comedy indicates that 
the potential for programs of. this 
type was in the middle 30's with an 
average monthly potential of about 
28. The potential for broad corny 
comedy, according to this year's 
Hooper reports was about 18 with an 
average of about 14. Under narrow 
smart comedy the potential was be- 
10. 
Walker says he doesn’t mean to 


grams of this type 


limply that the shows mentioned in 


these two breakdowns were the only 
shows of merit, but from a stand- 
point of the response which they re- 
ceived they were the tops in the re- 
spective groups. 
The Last Lap 

Indications are, at this time, says 

Walker, that some of the shows are 


making every effort to go off the. 
| air 


stronger than they have 
throughout the season. For example, 


| the response to the comedy in Fib- 
| ber McGee and Molly and in Bob 
‘Hope was stronger this past week | 
throughout the! 
season. Bob Hope is on the road and | 


than it has been 
his show in Amarillo, Tex., showed 
the effect of having a new base on 


which to hang the comedy. 


The index for the Hope show last 
week reached its peak with Hope 
handling 46 gag lines to get a volume 
of 80%. Colonna handled 19 to get 
88% and Vera Vague handled 20 gag 
lines to get an average volume of 
85%. It’s reasonable to suspect, 


says Walker, that with Hope travele| 
|ing and each week having a fresh 


base for his material, the response 
he should receive for the remainder 
of the season will be strong. 

Of the new programs which have 
entered the field this season, the in- 


dications are, according to Walker’s | 


records, that the late comer on CBS, 
“My Friend Irma,” will be the new 
show to watch. 

Walker finds there are several in- 
teresting questions which the close 
of this season will leave unanswered. 

First, he 


says, what would have 


happened if Joan Davis, whose rec-! 


ord shows that she is second to none 
in her ability to sell gag lines, had 
been given consistently more Zag 
lines with less emphasis on situation. 
His records indicate that she would 
have had a whale of a show. 
Second, he says, what would have 
happened if Peter Lind Hayes had 
been given a strong comedy play on 
the Dinah Shore program. 
ords indicate that the show would 
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have had a higher rating and Hayes 
would have had a better reputation 
as a radio comedian. 


Beaumont, Tex.—KPBX, new day- 
time outlet, has taken to the air 
here operating with 1,000 watts on 
1,380 kilocycles. Paul Beville is sta- 
tion manager and prez of the station. 


Borge- 


been | 


His rece | 


Wednesday, June 4, 1947 





| 


CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








| Kansas City—New featured vocal- 
‘ist on the staff of KMBC is Maurice 
| Chamblee, who sings as Jimmy Rich. 
His first assignment is “Rhymaline 
Time,” five days per week half-hour 
| at 7:45. 


| 
—_—-- 


Monroe, La.— Robert W. Dumm 
‘has left KXOA, Sacramento, Calif, 
| where he was director of broddcast- 
jing, to join KNOE, NBC affiliate 
ihere, as general manager, Before 
| the war he was program manager of 
|KWID, 100kw shortwaver in 
Francisco, 

Pittsburgh. — Bill Martin, 
nouncer at WWSW, has landed a 
commercial newscast seven nights 
weekly at 10:30. He's being 
jrolled by local McPeak Tire Co. 
Barbara Lee Owens, church soloist, 
won audition to replace Betty Ellen 
Morris opposite Johnny Kirby in 
weekly half-hour sponsored 
period over KDKA. Miss 
}gave up spot with recent return to 
| domestic life. 
| Boulder City—Blackburn-Hamilton 
|Co., station brokers, announce sale, 
' subject to FCC approval, of the 
Boulder City Broadcasting Co., li- 
\censcee of KBNE, Boulder City, Nev., 


'for price of $60,000. Proposed buyers | 


are Edward J. Jansen, Burley, Idaho: 
M. O. Larsen and T. B. Hinkle, both 
of Havre, Mont. 





who plays title role of Joanne Taylor 


on the morning quarter-hour for 
John Taylor Dry Goods Co., has 
been reelected president of K,. C. 


Women’s Chamber of Commerce. 

Canton, O.—The history of cities, 
towns and villages in Stark county, 
Ohio, is being told in a new weekly 
series titled “Your Good Neighbor,” 
on WHBC, Canton, Sundays at 1:45. 
Series is being presented 
auspices of Stark County Historical 
Society. 


St. Louis—Charley Stookey, farm 


editor at KXOK, is building up a_| 


large following of disciples of Izaak 
| Walton. Every Friday and Saturday 
a.m. Stookey devotes the greater 
part of his “Town and Country” 
program to fishing conditions in 
Ozark mountain streams. 
has lined up natives for the correct 
info. 
| Pittsburgh—Chet Clark has re- 
signed from WCAE announcing staff 
to become manager of WLOG in Lo- 
gan, W. Va. He had been with local 
_ Hearst station since 1938, barring 
time out to serve as a radar ob- 
server on a B-29 in South Pacific 
during the war. Tom ‘Powers, of 
press promotion department, named 
news editor of town’s newest sta- 
tion, WPIT. ‘ 

“Songs You Love to Hear,” week- 








Jockey Crown 
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of 17.1, which he claims is tops in 
the disk jock field. 
Deep in the Heart Of 
San Antonio, June 3. 


Now “So You Want to Be a 


it’s 


Disk Jockey?” Marvin Broyles, pro- | 
gram director of KCOR, has arranged | 


for a weekly series of airings to 
be given to potential disk jockeys 
over the station. Each week audi- 
tions are held and 


program. 


Each winner takes over for a quar- | 


ae : : 
| ter hour. The winner is allowed to 


select his own recording, write and 
Standing 


produce the entire show. 
by with assistance is the 


KCOR staff. regular 


WFIL’s Jockey Contest 
Philadelphia, June 3. 


WFIL and RCA - Victor have 
teamed up in an amateur disk 
jockey contest which began yester- 


day with record dealers partici- 
pating by distributing entry blanks 
and plugging the contest via window 
streamers. 

The station is airing a 3:30-4:40 
p. m. recorded music show Mondays 
through Fridays, with Dave Kaigler 


(2), 
9 


as emcee, and during which contest | 


details are broadcast. 

Best contestants Selected will 
compete on the air for prizes, in- 
cluding a disk jock broadcast for 
the final winner. Entry blanks re- 
quire contestants to write a 50-word 
introduction to Robert Merrill's re- 
cording of the “Whiffenpoof Song.” 


San | 
an- | 


bank- | 


song | 
Morris | 


under | 


Stookey | 


three winners | 
selected to appear on the Saturday | 


ly half-hour musicale starring John. 
ny Kirby and Barbara.Lee Owens 
has been renewed on KDKA for 
another 52 weeks by Breakfast 
Cheer Coffee, Frank Woodruff, for. 
mer WCAE announcer, named di- 
rector of summer season planned by 
Butler, Pa., Little Theatre, 





Schenectady—Al Kellert, onetime 
sales manager of WOKO in Albany, 
is now a regular member of the 
cast of “The FBI in Action,” WGY 
weekly feature. Kellert, who served 
in the Army for three years, is sell- 
|ing outside of radio. 





Lewiston, Me.-WLAM, recently 
igranted a 5,000-watt fulltime con- 
struction permit, has named Adam 
| J. Young, Jr., as national represen. 
jtative and Kettell-Carter, Boston, 
| as New England and northern N. Y. 
rep. 














| Chevalier 
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July 3. Show will originate from 
| the Coast: 

| Rest of cast still not set. J. Walter 
| Thompson is the agency, 





Chevalier Disked for O’Seas 


Montreal, June 3. 
For 


| the first time in lacal radi9 
| history, a legitimate show of one 
| hour and 45 minutes duration was 


entirely recorded, with audience re- 
action included, Friday night (30). 
| Representatives of the International 
Section of the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp. waxed, on 11 15-minute 
| disks, all of Maurice Chevalier’s 


| tour-de-chant at the local Plateau 
| Auditorium. 
Four microphones were placed 


| at the front of the stage for the pur- 
pose, with the actual recording tak- 
| ing place at two downtown studios 
|of CBC. The stunt was supervised 
| by Gerard Arthur and Judith Jas- 
| min, who broke down the recordings 
into a_ half-hour broadcast which 
| will be in turn directed to France, 
'South America, Australia and New 
| Zealand on shortwave. The first of 
| these special airings took place Sun- 

day (1) and was directed to France. 
| Chevalier received a flat fee for the 


| stint. 























Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 
ONITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Friday—C BS—9 :30 p.m. EDST 

M-G-M—“This Time for Keeps’ 
“It Happened in Brooklyo” 
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Let’s not kid ourselves 


about Television 








There’s been entirely too much blue-sky talk 
about television—too many small-time opera- 
tors talking big—too many exaggerated state- 
ments—too many extravagant claims. BUT, 
television is really here. Four hundred thou- 
sand sets will be built and sold this year, and 
almost forty stations will be operating by Jan- 
uary 1, 1948. 

Today’s studio programs leave much to be 
desired. This is especially true of dramatic 
programs because of the necessity of shooting in 
continuous operation. BUT, people are buying 
television sets as fast as they can be built and 
delivered. 


Here’s what we 


We are devoting our fine Hollywood picture-making 
facilities to the job of producing low-cost, top-quality 
features for television. 
This is not old movie film. It is brand new dramatic 
material shot expressly for television’s small screen. 
We are using the “open-end” technique which has 
proven so successful in transcribed radio programs. The 


films are designed so that the commercial message, on 


film or live, will fit naturally into the entertainment. 

Our first series is now being shot in our Hollywood 
Studios and will be ready for delivery this fall. 

We will make two series this year—a mystery melo- 
drama and a family comedy series. We will make three 
additional features next year—a comedy series, another 
mystery, and a western. 

These films will be shot on a mass production basis 
which will put the average per station cost lower than 
television studio production, yet will give the adver- 
tiser a class A motion picture job. 


Television stations are hard put to supply 
even a minimum number of hours of operation. 
BUT, eleven stations are now operating, fifty- 
four others are building, with more to come. 

If advertising dollars get tighter, television’s 
small audience and high cost of program pro- 
duction will slow its development. BUT, adver- 
tisers are courageously tackling the program 
and cost problems in order to secure time fran- 
chises on the best stations. 

People who look at television drama programs 
expect motion picture quality. We are doing 
something about that, which is the reason for 
this announcement. 


are doing to help 


We have a plarf for amortizing costs by repeat show- 
ings during television’s development stage that has met 
with wide approval. We would like to send you a 
copy of the plan or have our representative call in 


person. 
ww a itboulls 


Signed 


P. S.: We can't make all the subject matter television 
needs to insure its steady growth and development. 
We hope other film producers will enter this field. 
There's a big need. But remember, gentiemen, it's got 
to be top-quality motion picture entertainment, filmed 
especially for television, and it's got te be produced 
and sold at extremely low cost. 


TELEVISION FEATURES DIVISION 


JERRY FAIRBANKS, INC. 


Producers of “Popular Science,” “Unusual Occupations,” “Speaking of Animals 


4a 


Short Subject Series for Paramount Pictures 


And Commercial Institutional Films 


HOLLYWOOD * 6052 Sunset Boulevard 


NEW YORK ° 292 Madison Avenue 
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romantic than modern, is appealing 
stuff. Winifred Smith, soprano, as 
the girl, and William Gephart, bari- 
tone, as the man, sang this charm- 
ing music-piece in superior fashion. 
Production was gilt-edge through- 
out, on a par wit the cute opening— 
a telephone ringing; someone an- 
swering; explaining the story to fol- 
low, and then the brisk overture 
leading into the opera. Performance 
whetted the appetite for the visual 
production. Bron. 


MICKEY’S MUSIC BOX 
Producer: Ian Reid 
Writers: Dick Nelson, Ian Reid 
15 Min.; Mon.-Fri., 10:00-10:15 a.m. 
PRETZEL BITZ 
CJBC, Toronto 
(R. C. Smith) 

Illness of his father has brought 

Dick Nelson back to Canada and 


into radio with a novel detect-and- | 


collect program that has, within 
the fortnight, zoomed sales for his 
American sponsor. Under tag of 


Mickey McGuire, Nelson is doing the | 


voice imitations of stage-screen-radio 


Radio Reviews 
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; 
| 
| 


personalities that comprised his act, 
in vaudeville and the niteries before | 


he joined the U. S. Army. 


It’s the “mystery guest” gimmick, | 
brisk | 


interspersed with Nelson’s 


chatter and disk jockeying, whereby | 


the first letter drawn the following 
day and correctly identifying 
“voice” of the previous day, pays off 
the sender with a 10 buck ‘carton of 
food of his or her own choosing at 
anyone of Loblaw’s Groceteria chain 
stores, plus a wristwatch if a box- 
top of the sponsor's product is 
enclosed. Each day’s program is a 
separate contest, and series is already 
paying off in sock dividends, judging 
from the over 10,000 letters daily 
coming in the first week. 

Nelson has a repertoire of 27 
voice-imitations and can later repeat 
these for new listeners. Those heard 
to date—Jimmie Stewart, Ronald 
Colman, Peter Lorre, Edward G. 
Robinson, Lionel Barrymore — are 
exceptionally good and have given 
rise to several inquiries as _ to 
whether recordings of the actual 
voices are being used. They’re not! 
Nelson’s natural voice is warm and 
his cordial delivery is ideally suited 
to his kidding of commercials with- 
out offense to listener or sponsor. 
Whole formula is top entertainment 
of strictly professional calibre and 
the latest standout in Canadian radio. 

McStay. 


SCALPEL PLEASE 
With Dave Hill, Ross Mortimer, Bill 


Buckingham, Peggy Hassard, 
others 

Producer-Director-Writer: Dick Die- 
specker 


30 Mins.; Fri. (23), 6:30 p.m. 
CJOR, Vancouver 

For a long time a guy has been 
pecking away at a typewriter in 
Vancouver and turning out some 














Only WTAG covers 
Central New England. 
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really good stuff without getting 
much recognition from anyone. Last 
fall Dick Diespecker turned out a 
fine show for the March of Progress 
series which was piped from CJOR 
to Dominion Network of CBC. 
Finally this spring recognition came 
to Diespecker. He gained for CJOR 
the distinction of being the first 
privately-owned Canadian radio sta- 
tion to win an award from the In- 
stitute for Education by Radio at 
Columbus, Ohio. Show was given 
repeat performance following award. 

As its title implies the drama is a 
story written on a medic theme. It 
shows by means of flashbacks the 
advances made by medicine in the 
field of anesthesia over the last hun- 
dred years. 

Story of anesthesia is told by an 
old doctor (Ross Mortimer) in a 
slow, easy style to a professor (Dave 
Hill) and a lawyer (Dorwin Baird). 


was capable enough, but the effec- 
tiveness of show was helped by the 





other advertising by the exhibitor, 
and much community’ word-of- 
mouth plugging. 

Art Brown, as quizmaster, keeps 
the show rolling at a fast clip with 
much hoopla, and a winning way of 
handling people. Despite zany stunts 
contestants are asked to do, Brown 
manages to keep the whole thing on 
the level of fun, with no offense to 
the participants, who, after all, are 
customers as well. Local merchants 
contribute the prizes for individual 
stunts, with grand jackpot prize 
coming from the sponsor. 


Producer has so designed show 
that it resembles an auditory, as 
well as visual, three-ring circus. 


Brown puts one contestant to work 
counting kernels of corn from a box 
of the sponsor’s product, jackpot 
prize to be awarded for nearest 


| guess to number in box, while two 
other “victims” pump tires on the 
| stage, and still another couple vie 


with each other in identifying some 


|of the more lurid comic strip char- 
| acters. 


Commercials are standard, and 


| could be effectively reduced. Other- 
Cast, which was a star-studded one, 


punch of the lines scripted by Die- | 


specker. 
The scene which made the show 


stand out as it did, head and shouil- | 


ders over many other medic dramas,| With Nanette 


was a scene in an operating room. 


wise show merits its sponsors’ and 


audience approval for a good half- | 


hour of slapstick. Lowe. 
| MYSTERIES AT EIGHT 
(Mystery House) 
Sargeant, Forrest 


Lewis; Paul Brentson, announcer. 


Diespecker, for a change, got away | Writer: George Anderson 


from the suspenseful over-powered 


dramas of Hollywood origin to give | 


a realistic scene of a Lysol-smelling 
room. 
Bill Buckingham, who took lines as 
if he were a doctor with medical 
degree, rather than a doctor with 
the name Kildare tacked on the end. 

Diespecker is to be credited with 
putting together a show that should 
be repeated again for benefit of the 
American listener so that the boys 


some good talent is sitting. Allen. | 


SHAMROCK SHENANIGANS 
With Bill Corcoran, 
Eddie Clifford 
Produeer: Richard Whiting 
30 Mins.; Sat., 9:30 p.m. 
KIRKPATRICK’S 
KIRO, Seattle , 
This new half-hour show, broad- 
cast from Kirkpatrick’s restaurant in 
downtown Seattle, lives up to its 
name, and is a happy; wacky show 
that relies on audience participation, 
the Irish songs of Billy Beggs and 
Bill Corcoran’s emceeing to make a 
good, corny show that’s fun to listen 
to. It should make the entire North- 
west familiar with Kirkpatrick’s. 
Chief stunt in the participation 
section is the dispatching, in cabs, of 
two rival.couples on a scavenger 
hunt. Prizes range from a new hat 
to a sawbuck. 
Bill Corcoran handles the mike in 


into the festivities, and Clifford’s or- 
gan accompaniment is right. Billy 
Beggs’ clear tenor shows to advan- 
tage in three Irish songs in addition 
to a chirped commercial, and while 
commercials are quite evident they 
are handled in an inoffensive man- 
ner, tying in nicely with the gen- 
eral air of the show. Reed. 


CRAZY QUIZ 

With Art Brown 

Producer: Bob Maurer 

30 mins., urs., 9:30 p.m. 

CARPEL FROZEN FOODS 

WMAL, Washington. 
(Henry J. Kaufman) 


Latest arrival to town’s growing 
corps of quiz giveaway programs is 
better than most, with genuine lis- 
tener appeal and a novel twist. Pat- 
terned after the net airer, “People 
Are Funny,” show specializes in 
stunts, rather than straight ques- 
tions-and-answers. 

Trick of the program is fact that 
it travels the four-theatre Kogod- 
Burka circuit, from whose stages it 
airs. Tiein with theatres, located in 
different areas of city, gives show a 





ready-made audience, trailer and 




































































‘Before I step in there, throw them a couple of steaks 
each—and get me a bowl of Wheaties!”’ 


Scene was capably carried by | 


on the other side can find out where | 


| 


Billy Beggs, 


| 





| 


| the large whodunit audience and it |the correspondents 


} 
| 


Director: Eddie Kahn 
Producer: Harry F. Goodman 
30 Mins.; Mon. (2), 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WNEW, N. Y. 

Building its new transcribed who- 
dunit series, tagged “Mysteries at 
Eight,” around the slogan “Set your 
clock at eight, set your spine for 
thrills,” WNEW teed off the cycle 
Monday (2) with “Mystery House” 
which proved to be a listenable half- 
hour. Long a disk jockey strong- 
hold, station’s purchase of five week- 
day night detective dramas repre- 
sents an innovation in itself. 

With the explanation that “Mys- 
tery House” was a publishing firm 
that acted out its new scripts, initial 
program developed into a murder of 
a newspaper editor and the ultimate 
solution of the crime. As Pamela 
Carter, Nanette Sargeant was a 
forthright sob sister in love with her 
boss, Luke. Her would-be boy 
friend, an _ ex-staffer, planted a 
phoney story in the Star that re- 
sulted in the killing of his former 
boss by a local gambler. In an un- 
usual twist -Pam planted a second 
phoney in the sheet which resulted 
in the b.f."s exposure for the deed. 


George Anderson’s script was taut 
with clarity while the production in 
general reflected a _heavier-than- 
average budget. Miss Sargeant, who 
rated star billing, did a convincing 
portrayal of Pamela while support- 


fine fashion, drawing the customers | iig cast measured up to her stand- 


ard. 
bid of this New York indie to snare 


has a fair chance of success. 











| (D., Ark.); Hugh D. Scott, Jr. 


“Mysteries at Eight” is a firm | 





‘Followup Comment 
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Albert Spalding displaying their 


wares, 





AFL’s radio committee to combat 
the Congressional anti-labor drive 
maintained a topnotch standard with 
their last daytime serial, ‘Best 
Things in Life,” which, teed off last 
Wednesday (28). Joseph Cotten 
headed a good cast in a tightly writ- 
ten four-part dramat written by vet 
soap opera scripter Elaine Carring- 
ton, Content of this serial veered 
away from straight union propa- 
ganda concerning low. wages and 
high cost of living and accented the 
important sidelight of juvenile de- 
linquency. Scripting aimed at and 
succeeded in pointing out complex 
roots of the problem and the neces- 
sity for utilizing psychiatric experts 
in the solving of it. It remained for 
the plugs to deliver the anti-Hart- 
ley-Taft bill message and, as usual, 
they were punched across clearly 
and aggressively. 





A fervent plea by representatives 
of the three major faiths in behalf 
of displaced people of Burope was 
pointed up on Sunday’s (1) session 


via WQXR, N. Y. Dr. Leland Rex 
Robinson, director of 
Christian Refugee Committee; Ed- 
ward J. McCaffrey, past national 
commander of Catholic War Vet- 
erans; and Edwin Rosenberg, prexy 
cans, discussed the 
length. 

All concurred in the thought that 
we should provide our 
refuge for such people within our 
shores. All scouted idea that an in- 
flux would aggravate veteran hous- 
ing and unemployment situations 
and emphasized that refugees pre- 
viously taken in weren't likely to 
become public charges. 

Discussion was under auspices of 
National Conference of Christians 
and Jews, with Christian 


problem at 


of NCCJ, as moderator, 





asked Jack R. 





of “Human Relations Round Table” | 


American | 


of United Service for New Ameri- | 


share of 


West- | 
phalen, veepee of northwestern area 


As part of its Memorial Day pro- | 
gram Friday (30), WNEW, N. Y., | 
McCarthy, freelance | 





White Biil 
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assistance in cleaning it up. Miller 
said he relied upon White, “a states- 
man of consummate fairness,” and 
the House Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Committee, “which com- 


prises some of the best legislative 
minds in our Congress,” to see that 
an acceptable bill is upcoming. 


Miller made it clear he did not 
want speedy hearings, although Con- 
gressional leaders were pushing for 
sessions before the July recess. All 
parties must have time to prepare 
carefully, the NAB head warned. 
He urged broadcasters to study the 
bil: and be ready to express their 
'opinions “frankly and fully.” 
| Meanwhile, these were the other 
| developments: 
| 1. House and Senate Interstate 
'|Commerce subcommittees were 
named to work on the bill and sked- 
ded a meeting for some time this 
week. On the Senate side, Sen. 
White heads the subcommittee with 
jassistance from Senators Charles To- 
| bey (R., N.H.); Ernest W. McFar- 
iland (D., Ariz.); Edward H. Moore 
(R., Okla.) and E C. Johnson (D., 
Col.). Rep. Evan Howell (R., Il.) 
is chairman of the House subcom- 
mittee. His committee includes 
Reps. Leonard W. Hall (R., N.Y.); 
Joseph O’Hara (R., Minn.); James 
| Dolliver (R.,Iowa); Oren Harris 
(R., 
Pa.) and Richard Harless (D.,, 
| Ariz.). Rep. Charles Wolverton (R., 
|N. J.) and former Interstate Com- 
| merce Committee Chairman Clar- 
| 








ence Lea are ex officio members. 


2. The 12-man NAB legislative 
| committee meets in Washington 
| Thursday (5) to map opposition 
|strategy. Chairman is J. Harold 
| Ryan of Fort Industry. Committee 
includes: Joe Ream, CBS; Robert 
Swezey, MBS; Frank Russell, NBC: 
Don Elias, WWNC; Wayne Coy, 
WINX; Herbert Hollister, KBOL; G. 
Richard Shafto, WIS; Clair McCol- 
lough, WGAL; Ted Taylor, KGNC; 
Louis Wasmer, KGA, and Joe Car- 
rigan, KWFT. 


3. Prospect of testimony from the 
Radio Correspondents’ Assn. — and 
probably the Assn. of Radio News 
Analysts and Radio News Directors 
—loomed as result of an RCA meet- 
ing last week. The correspondents’ 
| executive committee was told to 
| Study the White bill provisions, 
| which provide for labeling of news 
|} and distinction between fact and 
| editorial opinion. It was believed 

would oppose 





| these provisions, 
| 





| writer, to read the article he 
written for the previous Poe Ps 
N. Y. Times, “Listen to Us.” In a 
plain, flat voice all the more effec- 
tive because it lacked the pro dra- 
matic touch, McCarthy read his five- 
minute plea of disabled vets for 
peace and tolerance in this troubled 
world. “For the first time in our 
lives,” said McCarthy, a former hos- 
pitalized vet, “we have learned to 
rely on our minds,...We have 
learned that peace is won and kept 
through sharing and feeling equal.. 
We feel a kinship to the Negro and 
Jew, whose social disability keeps 
sone | Outside certain doors.” It was 
s e, movin y yor 
ithe neine g stuff, and well worth 








| Cincinnati—WLW is to originate 

NBC’s annual broadcast at the 
drama conference of the National 
| Thespian Society, June 21, at the 

Univ. of Indiana. Group is com- 
posed of students and teachers de- 
voted to the advangement of drama- 
tic arts in secondary schools. They 
will present a fantasy scripted by 
Dave Brown and directed by 
| oatles J. Lammers, WLW Staffers. 










WOKO Employees 
In Unique Setup 
On Station Bid 


Albany, June 3. 
Announced details on the Joseph 


Henry Broadcasting Co., organized 
by WOKO employees to make an 
FCC bid for authority to operate on 
the 1,450 kc band which WOKO 
loses Aug. 31, revealed that Deuel 
Richardson, assistant manager of 
WOKO and of WABY for 


, : many 
years, is its president, and that 


50% 


of the voting stock is owned by 
WOKO staffers. Employee holdings 
of this percentage voting-stock in- 





terest in a radio company is a “com- 
| plete innovation,” said a statement 
| released to Albany papers by Henry 
Co. officials. 

“No such distribution of stock has 
ever been made in connection with 
any other radio station,” the state- 
iment continued, “Although similar 
stock sharing plans are a part of 
corporate setups of many large 
businesses, the Joseph Henry Broad- 
casting Co. is unique in that the em- 
ployees will have equal voice in 
company affairs.”” Raymond M. Cur- 
tis, who has been part owner since 
WOKO was transferred to Albany 
from Mount Beacon in 1931, will be 
associated with veteran WOKO ecm- 
ployees in the new concern. The 
interest of general manager Harold 
E. Smith, with WOKO since 1928, is 
being turned over to employee: 

Company is capitalized at 2.000 
shares, no par value, 


The plan pro- 
vides that employees leaving or re- 
tiring from the station will resell 
their stock to the corporation, for 





Cistribution to other employees. 


CRAC Preps Drive To 
Aid Coast Unions 


Hollywood, June 2. 

Council of Radio Arts and Crafts 
here, first unit of its kind and pattern 
for others in keys across the coun- 
try, held its first formal election 
last week and immediately set out 
Oo. a program of strengthening the 
local radio union picture. 

Sam Moore, president of the Ra- 
dio Writers Guild, was elected chair- 
man. Thomas Freebairn-Smith, lo- 
cal chapter head of Radio Directors 
Guild, was named veepee, and James 
Brown, local v.p. of National Ass'n 
of Broadcast Engineers and Techni- 
cians, was elected secretary-treas- 
urer, ; 

CRAC has started machinery for 
standardization of union contracts 
with networks and stations. Step 
is to insure seven shops participat- 
ing in CRAC of having all possible 
advantages contained individually in 
the contracts of each. To imple- 
ment, all unions have been asked 
to file copies of their contracts with 
th» council. 

Jane Grodzyn, named executive 
secretary after the elections, will 
act as coordinator, making break- 
downs by clause of all agreements 
filed, and file’ will be open to mem- 
bers. To assist further, CRAC will 
also issue a regular bulletin cover- 
ing activities, particularly negotia- 
tionwise, of all participating shops. 
This is seen as an aid in individual 
| union approaches to employers. 
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'| GOT A WRITING JOB? 


I can do it—and do it well. Gal with 
know-how in agency and station radio 
(continuity, commercials, dramatic), 
newspaper and publicity experience. 

Creative, open to free lance or staff 
offer. Write Box 153, Variety, 154 
West 46th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 


















SECOND ANNUAL 


| Broadcast Ove 





SAMMY KAYE 


Presents 


of 


“So You Want to Lead a Band” 


On June 30th at 
CARNEGIE HALL, NEW YORK 


Every Monday, 9:30 P. M., E.D.S.T. 


NATIONAL FINALS 


r ABC Network 








So mets 


Ro srecr-> 


_—" 
¥} 

















on 


Wednesday, June 4, 1947 


VARIETY 


RADIO 37 








10 Stations to Vie for Phoenix Aud 
In Old Style Wild West Scramble 


Phoenix, June 3. 


; erated by Old Pueblo Broadcasting 





WCTS’ Taft to Head Up 
Region 2 for FM Assn. 


Cincinnati, June 3. 
David Sinton Taft, general man- 
ager of WCTS, Cincinnati Times- 


Star FM station, is chairman of re- 


Show Shuffling Time Sparks CBS 
~ As Net Plugs Those Hot Weather Gaps 





With two new stations poised to| Co. with John Rockwell, Adams | gion two of the FM Assn., compris- + Its show shuffling time around 
take off here in the immediate fu- | hotel exec, as president. Charles H, ("8 Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky and N P| N k | CBS, with nearly every day's sched- 
jure, remaining outfits in this sec- | Garland, v.p., is general manager of West Virginia. He was elected at ew atter etwor | ule undergoing alterations in the 
tor are mustering forces for a show- | KPHO (Phoenix Broadcasting, Inc.), | Sne regions organizational meeting | . | shifting of programs and skedding 
down battle which is certain to up- | with Gene Autry, film stargon board Wednesday (28) held here in the Signs Up 16 US. Areas en wt F = ; li tah Bie: 
end at least one, possibly two, of the | of directors. Autry also owns piece Hotel Gibson. |}O new ones to plug time gaps left 
recent radio entries. of KPHO, as, does Tom Chauncey, | Other officers are: Robert F. Wolf, | To Blanket Country ee ee 

Latest development in the current | secretary-treasurer of Old Pueblo, | Fremont, O., vice-chairman for | f good. Four new dramat series 
picture in air debut this month (15) Biggest stockholder in KPHO is cor- Ohio: E. J. Hodel, Becklev. W. Va.. Chicago. June 3 were set as of vesterday (Tues.) 
of KOOL, Don Lee-Mutual affiliate, | poration’s president, Rex Schepp, vice-chairman for W. Va Foste1 Broa ter’ Guild € ew and two of them offered markets 
operated by Maricopa Broadcasters, business manager of WIRE. Indian- Fudge, Crawfordsville, Ind "a ans tion etwork ch freelance. scripts 
Inc. Outfit will be 5,000 watter and | apolis. chairman for Indiana, and Pa E. An adventure stanza. “Time For 
key station for new regional web, Most extensive of the local stations Wagner, Columbus, Ind., secretary, G*oute platter programs roug aes dintstad ty Git i 

Radio Network of Arizona, feeding is KTAR, key station-of the Arizona : - in excnange system simile ‘ ; ted for a ride ve old A) r 
, programs to KCNA in Tucson and | Broadcasting System. w ch takes in Ex-U. of Ill Golf Coach ‘ ( v, he Gk é Talent Scouts e Tue 
} also planning link with Yuma out- KVOA. Tucson KYUM Siew ‘ - ete the cx . ‘ 9 July 1. «God 
! fit, although latter is still in the, KAWT. Douglas-Bisbee:’ KYCA Turns Pitt Announcer ,, | “ Sik canis , Durante’s 
blueprint stage. k ’ Prescott: KGLU, Safford, and KWJB. Pittsburgh, Ju 3 ' . 3:3 ric 

Also at the jumping off stage if Globe-Miami KTAR feeds NBC Former golf coach at Univ. of Il- nal areas Di o Life dramat series 
the Sun Country Broadcasting Co., shows to subsidiaries and is most inois, Winsor Brown, has landed an Membersip and the territories based on case histories of children 
which 1s lining up four outlets. powerful force in Arizonia radio, | a42nouncer's berth on WWSW, town's covered by the exchanges thus fa: s tentatively headed for the Wed- 
Headed by Dick Heath, Sun Country Chief stockholder is KTAR and ABS | biggest indie station. Brown tutored yjinus Travers. Yankee Network ee ae ~ e Soe oF ing 
is readying KPSC and KPSC-FM IN| is John J. Lewis, Chicago advertis- | the Illini niblickers from 1938 to 43 ., , ‘ NI Eneland: Herh vacated by “Information Please 
Phoenix; KTSC and KTSC-FM in) ing executive. _ wily {and in that time saw his charges BOO, IS NOW Agee, seer! In the works, but with no aif 
Tne ae eee Se come, Appl In the face of increasin . | win four Big Ten championships. Pettey, WHN, N. Y. for N. Y., Phil- | spot definitely set. is a half-hour 
m= oye gn thy eager — oar = tion, KTAR is ahd tai. ca He quit coaching to go into radio adelphia, etc.; Ben Strouse, WWDC, be meal —— Ric engs y Rs — 

uma a als or Al é Mi 1 i : . a ¢ ' ‘parse ag a ¢ ve here ' st - . ws Oullt oO ste es 0 c } 
Flagstaff. Outlets will comprise the pit addition to staff being Joe depetigen tel es atadials vaaiel eR, for Md. D rn ne Piece will be produced by Werner 
Sun Country network, with perhaps | Worthy, disk jockey. Worthy is on in Weatia: o, ’ — ~ / northern Va.; John Patt, WGAR, Michel, directed by vack Mosman 
two stations ready to take to the air | ‘@ a! from 11:15 p.m. to 1 am, | _ eat Aira ra Cleveland, for nothern Ohio; Owen and edited by Elwood Hoffman 
by late summer. across the board. Uridge, WJR, Detroit, for Mich; All three of the foregoing shows 

“Most heavily backed of the lo- KOY is also going overboard on | KTYL ,(Sun Valley Broadcasting Glenn Snyder, WLS, Chicago, for will be aired out of Hollywood. and 
cal regional ‘ webs. Sun Coun- | Platter shows and has augmented Co ), continue to fight it out on even northern IJ1., northern Ind., south- scripts are being sought for both 
try’s stockholders include Del E. | Staff with Andy Wilson, record spin- | basis. Both are 250 watters and ehn Wis. and eastern Iowa; John “Escape” and “Rooftops.” 

Webb, Arizona contractor and part mer from New York, where he was neither is expected to offer much Gillin, WOW, Omaha, for western Sunday 6:30 p.m. spot from which 
* ewner of the N.Y. Yankees baseball] known as Andre Wilson’on WOR’s | competition to the big fellows in) Iowa and eb.; Don Davis, WHB, | Kate Smith is exiting will be 
club. Key figure in Sun Country is | “Waxin’ for Jackson” program. KOY Phoenix proper. _— Kansas City, for western Mo., Kan. | plugged for six week: starting 
Dick Gilbert, formerly of WHN. is key station of the Arizona net- Coming up on the horizon are twO and Okla.; Bob Convey, KWK, St. July 6, by “Sound Off,” the Army 
N:Y., who will be program director | Work. which takes in KSUN, Bisbee additional entries. John Mullen has Louis, for eastern Mo. and southerh | Recruiting stanza. In mid-August 
of Phoenix station and who will set and KTUC, Tucson. Station is op- | 42 application on file with FCC for [Jh). Coca-Cola takes over the period for 
up course of training for Sun Coun- | erated by Salt River Valley Broad- 1,000 watter, daytime only. An Ill- Also, Fred Weber, KATL, Hous- the new Percy Faith show 
iry personnel. -| casting Company, which has applica- | /"0!5 syndicate has application pend- ton, for southeastern Tex.; Gene ' Lux Radio Theatre's hour-long 
) Station manager of Yuma outfit | tion on file with FCC for increase | !"8 for 5.000 watt station, full time. O’Falion, KFEL, Denver, for Colo., Monday time during its hiatus, start- 
will be Rol Lochner. KTAR an-_ from 1,000 to 5,000 watts. | Assuming that both permits are Wyo., New Mexico, Scottsbluff, Neb. ing late this month, will be divided, 
nouncer. D. Paul Gribben. also for- Strongest. of the new local indies | granted, which appears likely, 10 and Rapid City. and Deadwood, S, except on June 30, between “Ro- 


merly of KTAR, heads up Sun pro- 
duction staff in Phoenix. Dick Heath, 


in KRUX, Glendale-Phoenix 
operated by Mrs. Gene Brophy 


entry, 


Sta- 


stations will be battling it out in ter- 
ritory taking in population of only 


D.: Fred Weber’ WDSU, New Or- 
leans, for La., southern Miss., Mobile 


mance,” a revival of the old “Thea- 
tre of Romance,” and the new “CBS 


incidentally, was associated with | tion is only local-outfit to operate 190,000. Situation is anomalous in and Pensacola territories; S. S. Fox, Is There” series dramatizing his- 
KTAR for more than 20 years as | around the clock and is bluepiinting | @dio and is expected to wind up in KDYL, Salt Lake, for Intermoun- torical events in newscast fashion. 
commercial department topper. | plans for network to embrace three the biggest scramble — the bo- tain area of Utah, Ida., Mont.; E. P. | Latter show, however, wil] be re- 
| cities. Web will be tagged Radio ,™anza days of the old west. Franklin, KJBS, San Francisco, for | titled. before its teeoff. June 30 pe- 

Gene Autry’s Station | Arizona and will include Nogales, northern Cal., Reno, Nev.; Bob | riod has been set aside for a docu- 


KPHO, local ABC link, hopes to 


Yuma, and Flagstaff. Yuma and No- 





Memphis—WDIA, new daytime 


Reynolds, KMYPC, Los Angeles, for 


mentary on “The Sunny Side of the 




















fend off competition by bolstering | gales stations are expected to be station established here by John R./| southern Cal., in association with Atom.” . 
staff in anticipation of September | ready for debut within 60 to 90 days, | Pepper and Bert Ferguson, has be- | Dick Richards of WJR and WGAR; Robert Q. Lewis’ “Little Show,” 
boost to 10,000 watts over current | with Flagstaff entry coming in later. | gun operations on 730 kilocycles. |and George Chambers, KCNA, Tuc- | expanding from AS to 25 minutes, 
250. KPHO’'s net programs are fed In suburban Mesa. KARV (Ari- | Gene Allen Carr, formerly of WHBQ | son, for Arizona in association with | shifts June 13 into “Thin Man’s 
to KOPO in Tucson, latter being op- zona Radio and Television, Inc.) and is program manager. Don Davis. Friday 8:30 seat. 
—s 
LET'S MAKE IT PLAIN, hard and clear: Radio ad- A New York nan had a good product to sell. He 
vertising does not have to be thought of in four, bought time on WOR. For every $1.00 he spent, 
five or six figures. $5.00 came back to him. Nice work, eh? WOR 
In these days of high costs and pared budgets, can do that for you, too. 
you, too, can be one of hundreds of WOR spon- If you want more sales, more dealers: if you 
’ ’ . hi 
sors who are selling hairpins and nail polish and want to start things humming in 16 great cities 
‘snoods and canned soup for less than it costs to of more than 100,000 people each in 7 states, use 
buy a quarter-page big eity newspaper ad. WOR. 
That's so. Look... As of today more than half of WOR’s billing 
For the small sum of $500, American, WOR is based, as far as its sponsors are concerned, on © 


will expose your message, at one daytime period, earned sales increases of merchandise sold. In 


to 497,461 homes with radios. That, dear sir, 
‘brings your cost-per-home to about 1/10 of a cent! 
Does this sort of thing boost sales? Listen — 


other words, WOR’s got to pay through the cash 
register, or else. 
Let's show you how we do it. 


Our address iss WOR--that power-full station at 1440 Broadway, in New York 


Quutual 
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The Tex Ritters, the Elton Britts, 
and the Merle Travis’ of this world 
may not he big men around Lindy’'s 
and Shor’s, but they have their fol- 
lowing. What occasions this observa- 
tion is the debut this week of 
Capitol’s “Americana” series, a large 
share of which will be devoted to 
Western and country releases. Prior 
to last September, when we butted 
into this department, our interest in 








Best Bets 

Hot—‘Moten Swing” 
James.) 

Ballad—‘"I’m So Right Tonight” 
(Jo Stafford.) 

Novelty — “Cecilia” 
Prima.) 

Dance — “Cecilia” and “Talla- 
hassee” (Johnny Mercer and The 
Pied Pipers.) 

Western — “Smoke! Smoke! 
Smoke!” and “Round-Up Polka” 
(Tex William) and “The Last 
Mile” (Tex Ritter.) 


folk music was confined to hot jazz, 
blues, and a few such singers as Burl 
Ives and John Jacob Niles. Then, 
because we had to, we began listen- 
ing to practically every release. 
Naturally, hillbilly and Western 
items were among them. We have 
not become an addict (heaven for- 
bid), but we have at least acquired 
a healthy respect for the best (or 
what sounds to our untrained ears 
like the best) of cowboy and coun- 
try stuff. From time to time, we 
have presumed to suggest that metro- 
politan jukes and jocks were making 
a vast mistake in ignoring certain 
releases in these fields. 

Hillbilly stuff can be pretty dreary. 
But, in its most valid moments, it has 
the quality of pertinent social com- 
mentary. Offhand, we can mention 
the recent “Hitler Lives” (recorded 
or Victor by Rosalie Allen and for 
Sepitol by Herman the Hermit). 
This may be an inordinately corny 
number, but it is also a pretty in- 
cisive plea for racial tolerance. 
Similarly, Elton Britt’s “There’s a 
Star-Spangled Banner Still Waving” 
and “I’m a Convict With Old Glory 
in My Heart” (Victor) were the 
height of homespun. But, at the same 
time, they evoked swelling patriotism 
in the audience which g6es for this 
sort of thing. As for Western stuff, it 
is often pleasant and, occasionally, 

umorous. 

Tex Williams and his Western 
Caravan’s “Smoke, Smoke, Smoke!” 
(one of Capitol’s “Americana” re- 
leases) is a case in point. Here, it 
seems, is first-rate humor. An ur- 
bane tirade against people who are 
constantly interrupting things in 
order to have a cigarette, it should 
have almost universal appeal. Wil- 
liams sings and speaks the lyric 
with wit and restraint and the band 
accompanies him ably. This face 
would seem to be a cinch for the 
Western market, but we also feel 
that the Art Fords, the Ted Husings, 
and the Wayne-Baruchs should try 
it for size. On its backside is a 
pleasant rhythmic job called 
“Round-Up Polka.” It is worth 
noting, by the way, that Williams 
sings easily and with nice enuncia- 
tion. 

Tex Ritter’s “The Last Mile” and 
“Bats In Your Belfry” (also Capitol 
“Americana”) demonstrate two dif- 
ferent aspects of the Western idiom. 
“Last Mile” is the mournful recita- 
tive of a man about to be executed. 
If we do not quite agree with Capi- 
tol, which maintains that this face 
“narrates the thoughts of the con- 
demned man dramatically and with 
biunt honesty,” we nevertheless 
concede that it should do well in 
the communities at which it’s 
aimed. “Bats In Your Belfry,” a 
rhythm job, tells about a daffy girl 
who does everything wrong. Like 
Tex Williams, Ritter has excellent 
enunciation as well as a fine res- 
onant voice. 

Larry Cassidy, a Los Angeles de- 
tective, is another of Capitol’s 
“Americana” performers. His coup- 
ling of “Stormy Heart” and “Sold 

Down the River” probably will 
please hillbilly audiences. At the 
risk of having Detective Cassidy 
pick us up for a traffic violation on 
our next visit to Los Angeles, how- 
ever, we are compelled to say that 
we were pretty bored, if not by his 
Singing, certainly by his material. 

Jo Stafford’s “I’m So Right To- 
ight” (Capitol) has hit potentialities. 
une, a slow ballad, has a clever 
lyric and Miss Stafford makes the 


(Harry 


(Louis 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 








most of it. Jukes and jocks better 
investigate this face. Backing it is 
“Passing By,” a number which will 
probably get big exploitation 
through its use in the new Greer 
Garson movie. Paul Weston’s orches- 
tra handles the accompaniments 
with its customary comp@tence. 
Louis Prima’s “Cecilia” (Majestic) 
is certainly one of the more Tre- 
sourceful, versions of this revived 
oldie. Lyric is by Prima and Cathy 
Allen, who switches Cecilia to Luigi. 
Wurlitzers will go for it. Reverse, 
“There’s That Lonely Feeling Again,” 


with a fine feeling for the rhymes: 
Both this face and its reverse, “Tal- 
lahassee” (Frank Loesser’s extract 
from “Variety Girl’) are pretty 
danceable stuff. Neither looms as a 
smash, but pretty good sales are 
indicated. 
Wax Facts 

Holiday weekend delayed record 
deliveries, so there is little else to 
review this semester. Columbia’s 
only interesting release was Harry 
James’ two-sided “Moten Swing.” 
Taken at a swingin’ lightly tempo, 
the disk offers a few interesting hot 
solos. Obviously, this is not for the 
jukes. Jocks and hot fans will like it, 
however ... “A Trout, No Doupbt” 
by Paul Weston Orchestra with Matt 
Dennis (Capitol) strikes us as an 
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Suggested Programs 

“Honeysuckle Rose” — Fats. 
Waller (Victor.) 

“Just a Bum”—gMaurice Chev- 
alier (Victor. 

“The House Detective Regis- 
ters’—Alec Wilder Octet (Co- 
lumbia.) 

“Trav'lin Light’—Paul White- 
man (Capitol.) 

“Bei Mir Bist du Schon”’—Ella 
Fitzgerald and Her Savoy 
Eight (Decca.) 

“Babalu”—Xavier Cugat (Co- 
lumbia.) 

“I Guess I’ll Have to Change 
My Plan”—Johnny Mercer and 
The Pied Pipers (Capitol.) 

Program No. 2 
(Featuring Pianists) 

“Begin the Beguine” — Eddie 

Heywood (Decca.) 


“You’re the Cream in My 
Coffee’ — Carmen Cavallaro 
(Decca.) 


“Misirlu’—Jan August (Dia-' 
mond.) 

“Cheek to Cheek” — Teddy . 
Wilson (Musicraft.) 

“I See Your Face Before Me” 
—Bernie Leighton (Keynote.). 

“Rippling Waters” — Willie 
“The Lion” Smith (Commo- 
dore.) 

‘Death Ray Boogie” — Pete 
Johnson (Decca.) 


Program No. 3 
(Featuring Girl Singers) 

“There'll Be Some Changes 
Made’—Dinah Shore (Colum- 
bia.) 

“Baby’s Awake Now” —~ Lee 
Wiley (Music Box.) 

“Whispering” — Lena Horne 
(Black & White.) 

“With a Song in My Heart”— 
Hildegarde (Decca.) 

“Honeysuckle Rose”—Mildred 
Bailey (Decca.) 

“Julia’s Blues” — Julia Lee 
(Capitol.) 

“Gimme a Pigfoot” — Bessie 
Smith (Okeh.) 








altogether futile attempt. Pseudo- 
smart lyric sounds merely silly to us. 
On the other side is “Love’s Got Me 
In a Lazy Mood” played and sung by 
the same line-up. High spot of this 
Johnny Mercer-Eddie Miller number 
is Miller’s tenor saxophone playing 
...One hearing of the “Finian’s 
Rainbow” album hy the show’s cast 
(Columbia) left us with an extreme- 
ly favorable impression. Album ar- 
rived only a couple of hours ago, 
however, and will 
fuller length next week... 





Ray Noble Returning To 


England for Vacation 


Hollywood, June 3. 


Ray Noble and his wife will leave | 


for England the second week in 


June. 








visit home since 1938. He will be 


gone six to eight weeks, 


has little to recommend it, however. | 


Johnny Mercer and The Pied | 
Pipers also do “Cecilia” (Capitol) 
this week. Mercer sings the lyric 


be treated at | 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending May 22) 
London, May 23. 
Among My Souvenirs....Wright 


April Showers......... Chappell 
How Lucky You Are....Kassner 
Anniversary Song..... Connelly 
MSriaAne <si653<ei eck. Southern 
Old Lamplighter........... Dash 
A Little Tenderness. ..Connelly 
PEMTIOG. os 6054455 Keith, Prowse 
You Went Away...... Box & Cox 
ReOe Sth E ee 5 O45 x5 wa a Feldman 


Stars Will Remember. 'Feldman 
I Call You Sweetheart....Dash 


Second 12 


Don’t Fall in Love........ Wood 
All Over Again............Dash 
Hi-Jig-A-Jig ........ Box & Cox 
Punch & Judy Man. .Strauss-M. 
Wet = chibadies bens geacee Dix 


Sentimental Reasons. ..Maurice 
China Boy, Girl. ...Macmelodies 


Rickety Rickshaw.....Southern 
Co Ee. 2 ee re see Feldman 
It Happens Every Day...... Yale 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah ........ Sun 
CaP NS oe o's Give baw Ca sens Yale 








Merchants Rap 
Rack Sheet Sales 


Chicago, June 2. 

National Assn. of Music Merchants, 
which is holding its annual conven- 
tion here this week, went deeply 
into the sale of sheet music via 
racks yesterday (Tuesday). Dele- 
gates are violently opposed to what’s 
termed the “indiscriminate” spotting 
of rack dispensers, asserting that 
this sales method has cut deeply 
into revenue of member stores and 
has caused many to push recording 
lines to the fore in place of music. 

Now that sheet sales are off, say 
the NAMM men, the injury to busi- 
ness caused by the rack system of 
sales is deeper than ever, since for 
the first time the public is not buy- 
ing standard material at the same 
pace as in the past. During and 
following the war, when the boom- 
ing music business ran into a tem- 
porary and comparative slump, sales 
of standard and classical tunes main- 
tained a steady pace despite the 
racks. Now that all lines are slump- 
ing to some extent the revenue drop 
is worse. They claim that racks are 
badly handled and placed and, in 
addition, those who buy from them 
do not have standard and classical 
music prominently displayed, as they 
do when buying at regular music 
stores. 

NAMM members also set up a 
new organization, the Music Institute 
of America, as a promotional outfit. 
Kitty of $100,000 was subscribed and 
it’s hoped to boost that to $400,000 
to- hypo sales of its founder- 
members. Delegates are slated to 
vote today (Wed.) on an amendment 
whether dues of NAMM members 
should be hiked §0% to raise much 
of the required money. 

Among resolutions passed yester- 
day (Tuesday) at the conclave was 
included a move that music men 
should place sheet music under pro- 
tection of various State price-fixing 
laws. This would prevent price 
slashes practiced by some outlets. 


AM SONGSMITHS’ RECORD 
C0. TO PLUG OWN SONGS 


-A songwriter who hasn’t been able 
to get to first base with publishers 
has started a record firm in an 
effort get his songs and his prow- 
es as a singer across. Phil Rose, 
| who has started Milford Records, has 
| written a number of tunes which he’s 
etched with himself as vocalist. At 
| one time he sang at the St. Louis 
; Municipal Opera, and did some work 
| for CBS. 

Rose’s partner is Sid Sprung, who's 
ithe lyric writer. Sprung is by voca- 
| tion a painter, 

They're started with four sides, 
three of which are originals by Rose 
and Sprung; other is the standard 
| “Hold Me in Your Arms.”  Press- 
'ings are being made by Continental. 











Unique Music Publishers, Inc., 
| Toledo, has been incorporated with 


250 shares of no par value common | 


Firm will lease scores un- 
Princi- 


! 


| 
| 


{ 


Leader left Coast Sunday (1) to) stock to edit and publish musical} You Can't See Sun (Simon) 
spend two weeks in New York be- | scores. 
fore shoving off. It will be his first | der royalty arrangements. 
| pals are John M. Mahoney, Arthur 
| N. Mindling and Nathan Greenberg. 





Inside Stuff—Orchestras-Music 


Dave Dreyer’s decision to go into the music publishing business on his 
own ends an association with Irving Berlin of over 25 years, dating back 
to the Waterson, Berlin & Snyder days, thence to Berlin, Inc. (Max Wins- 
low-Saul H. Bornstein-Berlin partnership), and latterly with. the songs 
smith, when Bornstein decided to go it alone with Bourne, Inc., and Berlin 
likewise started his own firm. 

Dreyer, besides being the general professional manager for Berlin, has 
been a tunesmith also, with more than 100 songs in the Berlin and Bourne 
catalogs, including the currently revived “Cecilia” (with Herman Ruby), 
plus “Rafmbow. Round My Shoulder,” “Back In Your Own Backyard,” 
“Wabash Moon,” “Me and My Shadow” and others. Berlin always thought 
Dreyer should try and reacquire these songs as a cushion for his own 
catalog. Many of these are up for renewal in three years or so. However, 
Dreyer and his partner, songsmith-maestro Frankie Carle, don’t start cold. 
They bought an ASCAP catalog from Horace Heidt called Allied Music 
Corp., nee Green & Knight Music, which includes “Flat Foot Floogie,” 
and tunes by Duke Ellington, Harry Warren, Buddy Green, et al. Dreyer 
a couple of years ago was offered BMI backing for a firm but nixed it 
because of his ASCAP sympathies. 

Most confused band booking date set here in many years was the Vido 
Musso-Stan Kenton All-Stars date at the Sherman hotel. Deal set for Ernie 
Byfield, Sherman op, by Bob Weems of Chicago General Artists’ office, 
called for seven members of the temporary disbanded Stan Kenton band 
to make up the combo, booked during Kenton’s illness. 

Literally every booking office in town took it upon itself to call Byfield 
almost every hour on the hour before the band opened to tell him that 
either this sideman or that sideman would not or could not appear, until 
it was a question of whether Byfield or Weems was the most bewildered 
by the constant heckling. Actually when. band opened, seven of the nine 
men in the band had been with Kenton when his band was disbanded and 
other two were former Kenton members. 





During his vacation visit to Montreal last week, Bing Crosby couldn't 
stay away from the recording business. He made a short transcription of 
Allan MclIver’s “Calling All Hearts” for the Federation of Catholic Char- 
ities at Walter Downs Recording Studios in Dominion Square Bldg. Stint 
is three minutes long and represents a half-sung, half-spoken charity ap- 
peal which will be aired over local airwaves next autumn when the F. C. C. 
annual campaign gets under way. Crosby handled the date and the new 
song in less than 25 minutes. Probably would have taken less time if 
he had not been slightly delayed by admirers in the building, which 
necessitated police help during recording period. : 





Larry Finley denies as “ridiculous” report that he has settled anti-trust 
action against Music Corp. of America for $45,000. Actually, he is con- 
tinuing new action against MCA for $3,000,000 for alleged damages to 
his former operation of Mission Beach ballroom, San Diego, following up- 
holding of MCA’s appeal of original Federal court decision awarding him 
$60,000. Appeal court held MCA responsible only for court costs and 
attorney fees. Finley is appealing that, and filed new action in February 
based on estimated losses over period of year due to MCA’s alleged 
peer of booking situation. Original suit was based on six-week 
period, 





Life mag over weekend lensed a layout on Jo Stafford at her Long 
Beach, Cal., home and shortly will “reveal” that the thrush is the unidenti- 
fied singer on Capitol’s recently released recording of Red Ingle’s a “Tim- 
tayshun” (“Temptation”), which is soaring in sales across the country. 
There has been much conjecture .as to identity of femme who etched 
what indisputably is the keenest comic vocal of the year. In recording 
Miss Stafford on the stunt, she was permitted to pipe in her usual style, at 
78 RPM. Later the pace was flogged to a much more rapid pitch and the 
speeded version was released. Her nom-de-dish on “Tim Tayshun” (as 
it’s called) is “Hot Cinders.” 

Three months after Johnny Mercer’s Capitol waxing of “I Do, Do, Do 
Like You,” Bing Crosby has sliced it for Decca. Up until the time of the 
Crosby version, Mercer's disc was the only one on the market. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


1. Mam’selle (7) (Feist)... Dick Haymes.......... Decca 
( ) ( eist) sgeeeereeeeee | Ant Lund eee py M-G-M 


Clark-Noble ....,.Columbia 
mee... sreessee* 7 Charles Spivak... ...Victor 


8 Pe 0 My Ht (abi nnn {la Dem ae 


4. My Adobe Hacienda (8) (Peer)........ ; Ding Howard.......Majestice 





2. Linda (14) (Mayfair) .... 


Dinning Sisters...... Capitol 

5. That’s My Desire (8) (Mills)...... § Frankie Laine...... Mercury 
****** | Sammy Kaye.........Victor 

6. Sunday Kind of Love (5) (Maurice).... § Jo Stafford.......... Capitol 


| Claude Thornhill. .Columbia 


7. Heartaches (13) (Leeds).. { Ted Weems.... . Decca-Victor 


Sh tea ‘*) Eddy Howard..... Majestic 

8. If I Had Life Over (5) (G { Larry Vincent..20th-Century 
(General)....... ) Buddy Clark...... Columbia 

9. Chi Baba, Chi Baba (i) (O § Perry Como.......... Victor 
, xford)...... { Blue Barron..,......M-G-M 

10. Across Alley From Alamo (4) (Capitol), § Mills Bros...... Were 


| Woody Herman....Columbia 


Coming Up 


Red Stockings, Green Perf'e (4) (Morris).,, { R@Y McKinley... ...Majestic 


* ) Tony Pastor.......Columbia 


{ Wonder, I Wonder, I Wonder (Robbins)... } fer Pee i at Po eM 
Jack, Jack, Jack (Sinatra) .......eeeceeece, : Se cana 
. ac a a ee apito 
I Believe (Sinatra)........ Ccevecscsoccceses Frank Sinatra..... Columbia 
Time After Time (Sinatra)..,,... Ob 5060 600 —— yp one apie . 
ommy Dorsey.......Victor 
Midnight Masquerade (S-B)............ sore 1 atte cg Henie Neild tee 
ammy Kaye......... Victor 
Santa Catalina (Spina)....,,.., hed wah ies yng Martin.... ... i. 
; y Howard...... Majestic 
Roses In Rain (Barton)................. »»» Frankie Carle..... Columbia 
Ivy (Burke-VH) .,...... sete {Jo Stafford. .........Capitor 
eee eens aanne ( Ziggy Elman.........M-G-M 
That’s Where I Came In (Robbins). ....., oo } page on orn: Per 
hpi ; O OPE. isinvsses apito 
It's Same Old Dream (Sinatra)..,,,,...... Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 
Saas §Ink Spots.............Decca 
‘e000 0o+e9 Day, BR sain 2 Victor 

Temptation (Robbins)... joer ragga . . 
| feolin' ant Piao oe (tieah ax Red Ingle............ Capitol 
“oh 4; on PETE Dorothy Shay..... Columbta 


Dreams Are Di -_ Neale eds 
ams e Dime Dozen (Criterion) Vaughn Monroe...... Victor 


tree + 


~ ee) 
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PUBS SLAP LAX INDIE DISKERS 





- Disk Jocks, Senate 


e 


Probe Due For 


Major Discussions at AFM Parley 


There are many items on 
agenda of the national convention | 
of the American Federation of Mu- 
gicians, which starts next Monday 
(9) in Detroit, but none so pressing | 


as (a) the disk jockey situation and 
(b) the probe launched recently by | 


a Senate investigating committee | 
into the AFM. These two prob- | 
lems are due to receive a lion’s share | 


of the convention’s attention. 


With the advent of such nation- 
ally known personalities into the 


disk-program field as Paul White- | 


man, who'll do a network jockey 
program; Tommy Dorsey, who's pre- 
paring a transcribed disk show idea 


for local use in more than 200 towns | 


and cities, and the expansion of 
Martin Block into network broad- 
cast via Mutual, the record-jockey 


situation has become a serious one 


in the eyes of the federation’s lead- | 


ers. And something drastic is ex- 
pected to be done by them, if not 
during the convention then at least 


planned during its executive board 
meetings for later execution. One 
of the types of disk shows the AFM 
is against is the one done by Jack 
Eigen from the Copacabana, New 
York, each  post-midnight airing | 
talks with name drop-ins between 
disks. 

There has been some talk among 
AFM men, too, to the effect that 
president James C. Petrillo is des- 
perately anxious to counteract the 
bad press the AFM has 
since the end of the war. There 
even has ben conversation over the 
possibility of the AFM withdrawing 
from the American Federation of | 


Labor. However, this is discounted 
vehemently by AFM local execu- 
tives, 





Local 47, L.A., Starts 
Own Radio Show To 
Combat Anti-Laborites 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Local 47 of American 
of Musicians has launched its own 
radio program over KXLA, Pasa- 
dena, to help combat anti-labor leg- 
islation. On a trial basis of four 
weeks, local is bankrolling to tune 
of $500 weekly, a five times weekly 
news commentary show with known 
liberal commentators. 

Airing in order named, Monday 
through Friday, 7 to 7:15 p.m.— 
are Dan Lumdberg, Peter De Lima, 
Pill Pennell, Dr. Hugh Weston, Uni- 
tarian ministers, and John Dehner. 
Rev. George Dunn, S.J., will prob- 
ably alternate with Dehner. Step 
marks initial expenditure of union’s 
specially-created $20,000 fund for 
fight against inimical legislation. 

Sum was decided upon at a special 
meeting, attended by board of di- 
rectors and a sprinkling of the’ 
general membership. Union specific- | 
ally is extremely concerned about 
the Davis Bill, now pending in Cali- 
forinia Legislature. This proposal 
would abolish standby musicians, 
and contains as well all the provi- 
sions of the Lea Act, constitutional- 
ity of which shortly wil] be deter- 
mined by the U. S. Supreme Court. 
Local 47 for a month now has been 
spending to help support lobbying 
activities in Sacramento of Elmer 
Hubbard, AFM exec. 

Recently, 47 also pulled an about- 


face and voted to rejoin” the 
Los Angeles’ Central Labor Coun- 
cil, from which it withdrew two 


years ago in a huff after repeated 
intra-labor misunderstandings. By 
again lining up with the Council, 
Local 47 will pay $800 monthly as 
its share towards underwriting pro- 
labor activities of the association. 





McCune in Agcy. Change 

Maestro Bill McCune secured a 
release from his Music Corp. of 
America contract last week and im- 
mediately switched to the new Mus- 


Art agency. 

Mus-Art immediately booked the 
band into the Pelham Heath Inn, 
New York, where it opened last 


night (Tuesday). 


the + 





| Memphis Hotels Set With 


| Bands for Entire Summer 
Memphis, June 3. 
| Both Memphis hotel have 


spots 


completed summer orchestra lineups 
Peabody, operating inside in the 
Skyway for first time in years be- 


cause it was unable to get CPA ap- 
; 

| proval for needed repairs on Planta- 
tion Roof, tees off with Freddy 
gel, 


bins, 


followed in turn by Ray Rob- 
Dean Hudson, Harry Coo!, Ben- 


pos.) 


| ny Strong and Don Reid. 

| Carlos Molina has opered the 
Magnolia Roof season at the Cla- 
ridge. He will be trailed in 
| by Frankie Masters, Joe Sanders, | 
Del Courtney, George Olsen and Ray 
Herbeck. 





SPA, MPPA Set | 
Sixth One-Month 


Extension of Pact 


Songwriters Protective Assn. 


i due 


— 





. tension 
received | 


| songs between members 


| broke off talks more than a 


| extension. 
Federation | 


' agreement 


secured a_ sixth one-month ex-| 
of its expired agreement 


the Music Publishers Protec- 
tive Assn., thereby the | 
smooth continuation of traffic in new | 

of both fac- 
tions. Since the committees 
|senting each 
have been trying since late last fall | 
to come to terms on a new contract, | 


with 
assuring 


repre- 


organization, which | 


month 
| ago due to a dispute between two of 
| their members, the biz 
been wondering about another pact 
If it hadn't come, com- 
plications would have been acute 

Talks by committees over a 


were stopped April 9, 
when SPA man Edgar Leslie and 
MPPA board member Louis Bern- 
stein became ensnarled over a maiter | 


music has 


new 


‘completely foreign to SPA-MPPA | 


business, Rather than ask for an, 
apology, Bernstein suggested both | 
he and Leslie step off the commit- | 
tees to allow negotiations to continue. | 
His cohorts refused to allow him 
to do so, and also refused to meet 
with the SPA committee unless Les- 
lie apologizes. Latter won't, and no 
further meetings have been sched- 
uled. Meanwhile, the old SPA-MPPA | 
agreement expired six months ago 
and comparatively little work had | 
been done on a new one prior to the 
above dispute. 


MEADOWBROOK SHUTS 
IN AUG. ON ABC RAP 


The Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
iN. J.. will close during August to 
satisfy a six-year-old penalty laid 
down by the New Jersey Alcoholic 
Beverage Control. Latter hung a 25- 
day-closed rap on the spot because 
a minor sneaked a drink but did not 
| designate the period the spot was to 
be shuttered until last week. Dailey 
will close July 30, following the run 
of the Tex Beneke orchestra, which 
starts Friday (6). 

Rap occurred during the Harry 
James run at Meadowbrook in 1941. 
It allegedly involved a teen-ager’s 
gulping of a drink ordered by and 
fur her father. ABC men were at 
Meadowbrook that evening and saw 
the left handed violation. 

Dailey will reopen Meadowbrook 
late in August, with a band not yet 
designated. 





DECCA’S 25c DIVVY 
Decca Records declared the usual 
25c per share quarterly dividend 


last week on capital stock outstand- , 


ng. 


Divvy is payable June 30 to stock- | 


; holders in line as of June 16. 


Na- | 


turn | 


| porting 


NOVEL COPY 
TWIT PRIMED 


Music publishers and their rep- 
resentatives in mechanical licensing 
arrangements and 
royalties have been trying to stretch 
as many points as possible with disk 
| manufacturers lax in making royalty 
| payments but who demonstrate that 
they are working in good faith and 
not trying to cheat. They want to 
see such firms survive for the good 
| of the music biz. 

However, they are getting tough 
; With others, some through Harry 

Fox, who handles licensing and col- 
lections for most, and some through 
attorneys. And they are using ap- 
proaches, which, if they stand up, 
; probably will scare away most of 
the opportunists who saw in the 
war-brightened record industry a 
chance to make some fast coin with 
| someone else’s money. 

One approach, cites disk-press 
plants which manufacture for 
pendent recording companies. In 
the future they'll be held re 
sponsible for the unpaid royalties 
music publishers in the event 
companies the disks are made 


HT 








ing 
inde- 


the 


for do not pay off. This is being re- | 
layed to various pressing factories | 


by Fox, general manager of the 
Music Publishers Protective Assn.., | 
who in recent weeks has been get- 


(Continued on nid 42) 


Publishers Eye 


Performance Log 


Of Jock Diskings 


Disk jockeys and the platters they 


spin have become so important to 
music publishers that a plan will 
soon be laid before the council 


of the Music Publishers Contact 
Employees, asking that the perform- 


ances of recorded tunes be logged in | 


the same way as live performances. 
Idea would be to have Accurate Re- 
Service, which tabulates 
performances of tunes on live broad- 
casts on major and indie stations in 
N. Y., do the same with disk per- 
formances. Many pubs would be 
willing to pay the extra costs in- 
volved. 

Idea may be used in the event a 


sufficient number of publishers in-, 


dicate a willingness to subscribe to 
it and if Accurate can do the job. 





Gazley 4th MCAite 


To Join Mus-Art 


with Musie Corp. of 
with a brief 
quit 


Al Gazeley. 
America ‘or 12 years, 
period out for Army service, 
last week. 
to Billy Goodheart and a salesman 
He joins three other ex-MCA men, 


Jack Whittemore, Russ Facchine and | 


Lyle Thayer, in their new Mus-Art 
agency. He will work in New York 
with Whittemore, Facchine heads 
Chi and Thayer the Hollywood of- 
fice. : 

Gazeley’s quitting of MCA is all 
part of the personnel unrest that has 
been bothering the N. Y. headquar- 


ters of the agency for some time 
and which caused the exits ao! Whit- 


temore, Russ Lyon and Jack Bertell. 
Leaving of Facchine and Thayer 
was attributable to the same feeling 


- ‘Easy’ 


Columbus, 





June 3 


Mrs. Mary A. Seaman, Columbus 
has filed a $10,000 song plagiarism 
suit against maestro Harry Jame: 
Her complaint stated that she wrote 
llvries to a tune entitled “Easy” and 
obtained a copyright on the song 
She said the music was written by 
‘Robert Pollack 

James, according to her petitior 
allegedly “is now using a similar 
| composi tion without lyrics entitled 
‘Easy’ and has been using same 


throughout the United States.” 


the collection of 


He had been an assistant | 











On 0.0. for ASCAP 


Herman Greenberg, one of four 
managers of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers, as sales manager charge 
of all licensing, leaves this week fot 
Swing around various ASCAP 
branches. He'll cover half of the 20 
odd society checking points this 
trip, the others later 


Check will two 
halves because Greenberg will have 
to remain in N. Y., with associate 
George A. Hoffman, while Dick 
Murray and Herman Finkelstein are 
n London at the International Com- 
posers and Authors convention. 


be completed in 





New Management 
Board Continues 
Indef at ASCAP 


management 
the board of directors of 


Business committee 


set up by 
the American Society of Composers, 
Publishers a 
so ago to study the problem of fill- 
ing the void left by the late general 
John G. Paine, will be 
continued indefinitely. This was de- 
cided at last week’s board meeting. 
Group, consisting of Stanley 
Adams and Fred Ahlert, writer 
member of the full board, and Her- 
man Starr and Lester Santly, pub- 
lisher members, was continued for a 
unique purpose in contrast to the 
executive committee, also composed 
of board members, which actually 
decides the Society’s policies and 
makes recommendations to. the full 
board. 
tee’s plan to replace Paine entziled 
the splitting up of his duties among 
four men, Herman Greenberg, Dick 
Murray, Herman Finkelstein and 
George A. Hoffman, and the men 
were told that unsolved problems 
must be reported to the full board, 
a snag arose due to the fact that the 


Authors and month or 


manager, 


| month. Occasionally, it is expected, 
| there will be items needing faster 
| attention. 


That's where the business commit- 
tee will come in; its members will 
be on call on fairly short notice to 
adjudicate such urgent items, in con- 
trast to the executive committee, 
which meets only on schedule. 


MAXTED JOINS EBERI.E 
AS MUSICAL. AIDE 


Billy Maxted, arranger who 
headed his own band at the 400 Club, 
New York, just before it 
‘early this year, has joined the 


closed 
Ray 
Eberle orchestra to take charge of 
the musical end of the combo maes- 
troed by the former Glenn Miller 
vocalist. He'll do arrangements, 
Maxted wa: 


brought into the picture by General 
Artists Corp. to strengthen the out- 


fit, and it’s reported he’s getting a 
| piece of the outfit. 


re- 


hearse the combo, etc. 


| Eberle is Frank 
Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove 


currently at 


N. J. When he finishes the band 
goes to Virginia Beach for a few 
weeks and during that period 
Maxted will be writing new arrange- 


ments to fit a change in instrumet:i- 





tation from three trumpets, one 
trombone, five sax and three rhythm 
to three trumpets, two trombone 
four sax and three rhythm. It i 


expected that the change will bring 
about a sweeter style than Eberle 


jnow uses. 


To Check on Branches °?'*! 


Musicraft Finally Resolves Financial 
Hassle; Jack Meyerson Named Prez 


 Musicraft Records, which has been 


in dire straits during the past couple 
months in its attempt to secure new 
and reorganize, apparently is 


out of the woods and headed for a 
fresh start. It completed arrange- 
nents late last week for the infusion 
of fresh coin into the setup, which 
everal times had been on the verve 
of being put into bankruptcy. A new 


board of directors was named 


Coincidental with the securing of 
fresh money, Musicraft’s backers 
compieted a deal with Jack Mever- 
son, once with Decca Records and 


until last week with that company’s 
subsidiary, World Transcription, to 
take over as president and as a di- 
rector. Meyerson drew a three-year 
pact calling for a salary ranging 
fairly $100,000 over the 
plus a stock interest. In 
money end of 
have been secured 


close to 
three vears, 
the 
is said to 


addition, the deal 


put 


| up in escrow in a New York bank 


Since the business commit- | 


latter meets normally only once a, 


While Meyerson’s connection with 
Musicraft covers one end of the 
company’s personnel troubles, an- 


other is still left open, that of secur- 
Ing an artists and repertoire man 
Favorable Musi- 
craft’s coin 
about by 


culmination of 
troubles was brought 
Irving Felt, who stepped 
down from the presidency to make 
room for Meyerson, and Richard 
Buck, Wall Streeter, who helped 
secure the fresh finances. These two 
will occupy positions on the new di- 


rector board along with William A. 
Shea, of Tucker & Shea, law firm, 
Who also will be chairman of the 


board of general counsel, and War- 
ren W. York, of Warren W. York Co. 


Immediately following the resolv- 
ing of Musicraft’'s financial troubles, 
which was carried out along the 
lines approved by stockholders at a 
meeting March 19, involving the is- 
suance of new stock and cancellation 
of the old, the company began issu- 
ing checks to creditors. Music pub- 
lishers collected $13,000 in one pay- 
ment of back royalties, but still have 
considerably more to collect. 


‘Rum & Coke’ Writers, 
Feist, Face Revived 
Action Over Melody 


Having already lost a lyric in- 
fringement suit on the song “Rum 
and Coca-Cola” last March, Feist, 
publisher of the tune, as well as its 
writers, Morey Amsterdam, Jeri Sul- 
livan and Paul Baron must face still 
another infringement action in N. Y. 
Federal court, which alleges they 
lifted the music. Under an order 
signed by Federal Judge John Knox 
last week, melody suit brought by 
Maurice Baron was restored to the 
calendar and is to be tried in Octo- 
be) 

Baron, publisher of the song, 
“L’'Annee Passee” (“Last Year’), 
had previously complained via Fed- 
eral Court that the basic melody of 
Feist’s “Rum” was taken from 
“Passee.” However, the action was 
temporarily deferred pending de- 
cision of the lyric litigation. Now 
both plaintiff and defendants claim 
to have witnesses coming from the 
British West Indies to testifv, and 
an early trial was sought. 

Defendants, according to. their 
stipulation, will try to. establish 
Baron's tune as a public domain 
melody which originated in Trinidad 
“Rum’'s” lyric, as pub- 
lished by Feist, was ruled a “de- 
liberate piracy” by Federal Judge 
Mortimer H. Byers in a decision 
handed down last March. His finding 
upheld the claims of calypso singer 
‘Lord Invader” (Rupert Grant) and 
his assignee, Mohamed H. Khan, who 
had published an original in Trini- 
lad in 1943. Meanwhile Feist is ap- 
pealing the latter and a hearing is 
iled in the fall. 


N.O. Symph to Tour 


New Orleans, June 3 
of 15 cities in Louisiana, 
and Alabama has been 
New Orleans Sym- 
Tour will start in 


years ago 


sched 


TT; 
Mississippi 
ged for the 
phony Orchestra 
Fall. 


“7 
atid: 


i ine 
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RCA, Shapiro-Bernstein Settle Final 
Details on ‘Sweet 16 Copyright 


RCA-Victor and music publisher * 


Shapiro-Bernstein got together last 
week on the final settlement of a 
mechanical licensing contract on 
“When You Were Sweet Sixteen,” 
which had ramifications involving 
the 1909 copyright law. 

It seems that after Victor had 
recorded the tune with Perry Como 
it advised S-B, which holds the 
copyright renewal on the tune, that 
since “Sixteen” had originally been 
published and copyrighted in 1898 
by James Thornton its writer. RCA 
would not be required to pay a roy- 
alty on the disking because of the 
subsequent law. 

S-B granted RCA that since the 
tune had been published before the 
1909 copyright law, therefore the 


original version was free of roya!'ty | 
. ° | 
it reminded the | 


requirements, but 
disk comnany that the version used 
by Como was not the original and 
hence was subject to royalties. It 
seems that Ss-B naa reconstructe 
the 1898 tune, cutting the verse 
from 32 to 16. bars and necessarily 
revising the lyric (while allowing 
the 16-bar original chorus to stand), 
and had subsequently been issued a 
new copyright on the revised ver- 
sion. This latter permit had been 


iscued in 1944 and it suyerseded the | 


original copyright, as permitted by 
law. RCA agreed that royalties were 
due. 


LYLE THAYER HIT BY 
FLU IN SAN FRANCISCO 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Lyle Thayer, Coast rep of Mus-Art 
band-booking agency, is confined 
abed in San Francisco with influenza. 
His condition is reported improving. 
Last week Thayer went upstate to 





strut around at opening of Murray | 


Arnold’s new band at Claremont 
hotel, Berkeley, first booking re- 
cently organized Mus-Art made in 
Far West. He was stricken en route, 
hence missed bow of band in spot 
Thayer wrenched away, from Music 
Corp. of America which long had an 
exclusive on the spot. 





Rubinoff Shaking Pitt 


Pittsburgh, June 3. 
Dave Rubinoff is bidding goodbye 
to Pittsburgh, his home town, after 
he disposes of the house in Squirrel 
Hill district, on which he spent more 
| than $25,000 in remodeling last year. 
Violinist has acquired a small ranch 
near Hollywood. 
Aged mother, who has lived here 
| all her life, will go west with Rubin- 
off and make here home there, too. 








{ 


‘ABC BUYS TEAGARDEN 








CONTRACT FROM MCA 


First step in organizing Louis 
| Armstrong’s first national concert 
tour next fall was taken last week 
‘when Joe Glaser’s Associated Book- 
{ing Corp. bought release for Jack 
|Teagarden from a Music Corpora- 


tion of America contract. Teagar- 
|den was chief supporting artist 
|when Armstrong sold out Town 


Hall, N. Y., several weeks ago. Re- 
| lease provides that Glaser will book 
| exclusively in all fields from now on. 
| Agreement, however, provides 
|that MCA will continue to collect 

commission on the radio program 

called “The Jack Teagarden Show” 
currently being aired across the 


board on WHN, N. Y. WHN has! 


| Teagarden on a sustaining basis for 
' four 13-week cycles. 

Teagarden’s orchestra is now 
| playing the Famous Door, N. Y. It 
}contains Max Kaminsky, Morey 

Field, Peanuts Hucko, Sanford Gold 


October 
|Hucko and Lesberg will join Arm- 


Teagarden, 
| strong’s “concert group for swing 
| 


until when 


around the country’s top longhair 
auditoriums. 

| Armstrong reports to Hollywood 
in August to begin work on Samuel 
| Goldwyn’s next picture’ starring 
'Danny Kaye. Following six weeks 
| on the Coast, he will return to New 
| York to kick off a nationwide con- 
cert tour. 





Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


The top 30 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cov- 
erage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast over Radio Networks 


Published by the Office of Research, 


Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director 


Survey Week of May 23-30, 1947 


A Sunday Kind of Love.......: Es ee ig Ane CEE ee 5260 Maurice 
Almost Like Being In Love—*“Brigadoon”....... .. ...... Fox 
Alexander’s Ragtime Band.......... ees Aer es) Eee re Berlin 
Anniversary Song—*“Jolson Story”. ..........0.00008 Mood 
April Showers—*“Jolson Story”... 1. 1. cee ec cs eee eeeee ees Harms 
As Long As I'm Dreaming—7“Welcome Stranger”...... Burke-V*t 
Ask Anyone Who Knows....... ......++ ++ Kg ep hiss CER Bee Witmark 
Beside You~*“My Favorite Brunette”.............eeeseeee: Famous 
ES EA he tes ne re baat ne a basse bec Leeds 

I Believe—+“It Happened in Brooklyn”........  -...++++ Sinatra 
I Can’t Get Up the Nerve To Kiss YOu..........0-.eeeee eres Santly-Joy 
I Do Do Do Like You....... ..... peepee BhGEo. chepee ss 8802 Harms 

I Wonder I Wonder I Wonder................ Sy Fhe Gated Robbins 
If I Had My Life To Live Over .......... sssee oe oe: ....General 
Pr BO Mignt TOs: ... cscs scccciaess (eee hive’ anes Leeds 
Linda Fels civ ip Rae WES DERE, WF CEOEE WO OOH 6hc Fd 6BCS Morris 
5, os tule MEG EAS. Sool CERO WERR ET ON RON bfse es Feist 
Se re reer ere re rane wr Ped a ay ie ..-Feist 
Midnight Masquerade ......-,. ceseeeeeeee cee cures .. .Shapiro-E 
My Adobe Hacienda .... 1. 1. 11 see ceseee ese ere ewan .. Southern 
Peg O' My Heart .... .c.cccee seecccee ce seven woeeee . Robbins 
RY OOD. 5a he bipt.s.caobee 68 ghee tees coescreceems 6 600% Warren 
NE Me EE Eo a Glacktho wha © ob Get ciehe: 4s ed epeh- see Cea Barton 
Say No More ......... Re TOR ts cde hese NREL > eek SES Advanced 
Stella By Starlight .......000-cecceses cesee of eee re ay Te Beverly 
That’s How Much I Love You....... ...-Morris 
That’s My Desire ....0 2. nese oe co cee esteccsccees ....Mills 
Time After Time—i“It Happened In Brooklyn”.... ....... Sinatra 
You Can’t See the Sun When You're Crying.... ......... Simon 
You'll Know When It Happens..... .. w.cccccccec cee ooee Bourne 





The remaining 21 songs of the week, from the 


(Peatman). : 

Across the Alley From the Alamo............. ...cccssees: Capitol 
After Graduation Day—*“After Graduation Day”........... T. B. Harms 
Awmother Minkt Lake "TRIS cin. cc. cece tene Svereeer ree 5 
Ee er, ee re oe es Fee ee tee Miller 
Cecifia ... Sy a epee eee Gv Sbae 09-40) ae 

oe NR eS Gee See eer shee cbbeeie lm vey meee Oxford 
Girl That I Marry—*“Annie Get Your Gun”.,.......... e405 Berlin 

i Want To Thee Your FOS. ......60 ccc cis pe aA cary Oxford 

I Won’t Be Home Anymore When You Call................ Santly-Joy 
we Temee “TUNE .6i6 cs oe Tact y <4". CLIN Rees ....London 
It's a Good Day.... ... Seer ah sk Paes hae aes Oa as COON Capitol 
It’s the Same Old Dream—7“It Happened in Brooklyn”...... Sinatra 
NE ool 6 6a Od. HACER CASES AK HE bas ob a ecese revert Burke-VH 
My Young and Foolish Heart............. eG Ceeaknnke rors Morris 
Old Devil Moon—*“Finian’s Rainbow”...... ........ cueee: Crawford 
CUED in eva tebe s CG). Ki ee VAT ES Cs i bnd eek Ys bose ....Chappell 
Poppa Don’t Preach To Me—?+“Perils of Pauline”.......... Paramount 
BS Pe ee OE, OSES CR eT ae ...Stept 
PS re erry oe _ ....Warren 
They Can't Convince Me....... ete el eet atl aes Mood 
Why Don’t We Say We're Sorry.............. ...Crystal 


t Filmusical, * Legit Musical. 








Connelly Back to Eng. 


Reg Connelly clippers back to 
London this (Wed.) afternoon after 
more than a month’s sojourn in New 
York where he placed a number of 
songs and picked up others. 

Another London music ‘publisher, 
John Abbott, of Francis, Day & 
Hunter, after his California 0.0., is 
due to return to England later this 


| month. 





New Whiting Pub 


Firm Deferred 


Comparatively poor business con- 
ditions—which two weeks ago killed 
off the new-born Frank -Loesser- 
Paramount partnership in Susan 
Publications—took its toll of an- 
other prospective publishing firm 


last week. Margaret Whiting decided | 


to defer the debut of Whiting Music, 
which was to have been based on a 
number of unpublished tunes penned 
by her dad, the late Dick Whiting. 
If conditions are better in the fall, 
the firm will be set up at that time. 

Music men, watching the steadily 
declining graph of sheet music sales 
during recent months, have now 
come to the conclusion that the drop 
is more evidence of a closer ap- 
proach to pre-war normalcy by the 
buying public. Before the war the 
music business had its seasons—good 
in winter, poor in summer. Then 
the wartime sales boom recognized 
no good and bad sales periods, ex- 
cept for occasional comparatively 
light drops. Now, it’s felt, music 
sales again are experiencing seasonal 
ups and downs and that the current 
slump won’t ease until fall. Even 
though that may be true, overall biz 


| is still superior to pre-war sales fig- 
and Jack Lesberg, and will continue 





ures, 





Beneke to Palladium 
Dec. 23 at 66 Plus, 
Highest Snot Has Paid 


Hollywood, June 3. 
After two weeks of haggling over 
figures, deal finally was inked over 
weekend for Tex Beneke band to 


play six stanzas at Palladium, teeing 
off Dec. 23, Don W. Haynes, orchestra 
manager, reportedly got Terpalace 
operator Maury Cohen to up guar- 
antee to $6,000, plus a split on take 
of over $15.000 ver week. 


For some time Palladium has 
been refusing to budge from flat 
terms of $4,500 guarantee and split 
over $13,500 offered all the top 
bands. Haynes balked because he 
pointed orchestra’s nut could not be 
reached at such terms. As is widely 
known, the sct expenses carried by 


| Beneke ($19,000 weekly) far exceed 


any other combo... 


Haynes states that crew probably 
will play but few one-niters here, 
en route’ in and out, and _ insists 
terms for gigs will be $2,500 guar- 
antee against 60%, thus scotching re- 
ports disseminated last week by one- 
nite promoters that they had been 
offered Beneke this winter for as 


One-Nighters 


Band business b.o. at various 
standard eastern one-nighter and lo- 
cation spots got a fair shot in the 
arm over the past holiday weekend. 
Not all spots did unusual biz, but on 
the other hand very few failed to 
rake up much more revenue than 
they had been doing in recent weeks. 
A prime factor in helping conditions 
over the first major holiday week- 
end of the season was unbroken 
| good weather, which aided immeas- 
|urably inland amusement park sit- 
/uations, where a goodly number of 
standard one-nighters are situated. 
On the other hand, oceanside ven- 
tures were hurt slightly by cool 





‘L. JORDAN 20TH ANNI 
TO BENEFIT KID CAMP 


With Bing Crosby as honorary 
chairman, testimonial dinner cele- 
prating Louis Jordan's 20ih year in 
show biz is slated to be held June 30 
at the Hotel Pierre, N. Y. Proceeds 
from the banquet are to benefit 


Camp Willowemoc, an interracial, 
interfaith camp for small children. 

Testimonial dinner committee is in 
the process of formation. Among 
those in support are Bill Robinson, 
Lou Levy, Andrews Sisters, Eddie 
| “Rochester” Anderson, Lionel Hamp- 
iton, Count Basie, Duke Ellington and 
the Mills Bros. 


Granz Setting Up Co. 
To Market Jazz Disks 


Norman Granz, head man of the 
“Jazz at the Philharmonic” unit, 
plans setting up a record company 


of his own to market his jazz disks. 
New firm will be called Clef, and 
its label will be pressed and sold 
by and through Aladdin Records. 
At the same time, Granz got his 
release from Music Corp. of America 
on the grounds that the agency was 
not equipped to sell a jazz unit such 
as his. Prior to that, Granz had got- 
ten out of two more appearances at 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., as part of the 











Holiday Weekend Helps Eastern 








current “Pops” series. 


— 


. 7 * 
and Location Biz 
breezes, which actually became too 


cold for comfort each evening in 
some cases, 


Even in New York hotels and bal). 
rooms biz improved. Latter was sur. 
prising since few weekend visitors 
patronize such dance spots. Never. 
theless, the Arcadia ballroom, with 
George Paxton’s orchestra and the 
Paul Martell house band, broke a 
24-year old Memorial Day record, 
Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle 
with Claude Thornhill, did almost 
capacity biz, as did Frank Dailey’s 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N, J. 

On one-nighters, agency bookers 
swinging through New England and 
Pennsylvania on busman holidays 
cited good b.o. totals almost without 
exception. On locations such as Con. 


| vention Hall, Asbury Park, which 


debuted for the season with Guy 
Lombardo (Friday-Saturday), biz 
was good. Lombardo played to 7,300 
people in two nights at $1.25 plus 
tax. 

Boxoffice takes on one-nighters 
by bands of all levels have been so 
far off normal in recent weeks that 
the slightest tendency toward a rise 
is cause enough for shouting. That 
occurred two weeks ago when 
one-night bookers noticed a general 
increase in figures. They immediately 
crossed their fingers and kept them 
that way until the holiday weekend 
came and went and they’ll preserve 
the attitude for the rest of the sum- 
mer. 

While the increase is compara- 
tively slight, overall, agents seize 
upon it as some reason for optimism, 
In recent weeks, road biz for bands 
has been on a steady decline, with 
the exception of the topmost names, 
and even these have not been suc- 
cessful in all dates. 

During the early spring, bookers 
felt that the summer would bring 
the upsurge at the b.o. that they had 
anticipated all last winter. Their 
hopes were based on the fact that 
virtually all standard one-night pro- 
moters and summer location spots 
were reopening and buying talent. 
It was felt that these operators knew 
local conditions-best, and their buy- 
ing indigated an improved biz pat- 
tern. The ops bought and contin- 
ued to buy, but b.o. conditions didn’t 
show any signs of improving. 





Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Band 


| Griff Williams .., Waldorf (400; $2).. 





Williams Trio. 
+4 days. 





Hotel 
| Carmen Cavallaro. Astor Roof (850; $1-$1.25) ery Te ee | 


Randy Brooks.... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)......... 
Vie Lombardo*,..New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).......... 
Lawrence Welk... Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)..... 
_ Bobby Byrne*....Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)....... 
Johnny Pineapple.Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)....... ‘ennale 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Played Week On Date 

4,375 8,600 

rE oer e¥ess 6 3,200 7,950 
8 1,625 12,825 

2 1,325 3,400 

jetesie’ F 1,425 12,675 

rua. D +650 650 

8 950 27,625 


* Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf with Dorothy Sarnoff, Hermanos 
Ice Revue at New York. Commodore, Johnny Desmond. 


Chicago 


| Henry Brandon (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 550; 3.50 min.). Just a shade 


low as $1,750 guarantee, with usual | below first week with 3,500. Medium biz. 


percentage privilege, of 
Haynes’ books show that 
Beneke was out on Coast last au- 
tumn he got $2,500 guarentee with 
exception of $2,000 accepted for a 
shot in San Bernardino. 

It is believed here that the Pal- 
ladium agreed to upping the figures 
given Beneke because band _ indis- 
putably gave hall its brightest biz 
of all last year. 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending May 31) 


course. 








Mam’selle ‘ave weeiet 
OT EE OTT Or ae Mayfair 
Adobe Hacienda........... Peer 
Peg O’ My Heart...... Robbins 
Sunday Kind of Love...Maurice 
That’s My Desire.......... Mills 
April Showers... .......Harms 
og a er Leeds 
Anniversary Song......... Mood 
Chi-Baba Chi-Baba...... Oxford 
Second 10 
RU MEIIN rd on eee ca Sinatra 
Across Alley Alamo.....Capitol 


I Wonder, 1 Wonder....Robbins 


Life to Live Over......General] 
Midnight Masquerade. Shapiro-B 
Time After Time........ Sinatra 
That’s I Came In..... Robbins 
Ree “S008 DOP. . 6 incss Criterion 
moter in Main..... ..... Barton 
Almost Being in Love..... Fox 


when | 


| Jack Fina (Empire Room, Palmer; 


| few weeks with 3,400. 


650; $3.50 min.). Fina entered final 


Vido Musso (College Inn, Sherman; 900; $2-$3.50 min.). Herbie Fields 


pulled out with nice 5,000 for last week, and Vido Musso’s Stan Kenton 
All-Stars opened big for week-end starting Memorial Day (30). 
Stephen Kisley (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach; 700; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 


satisfactory. 


13,400. 
slowly. Better 3,200. 
15,000. 


nifty 5,000, 





Charlie Barnet ( 





Phil Levant (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.), 
Teddy Phillips (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.), 


Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). 


band and vaude acts has skidded badly. 
Tommy Dorsey (Casino Gardens, B, Oce 

to tower over all opposition. 
Tony Pastor 

buyers; n.S.g. 


Slid off to 3,200 from last week’s 3,500. 


Ramon Ramos (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 350; $2.50 min.; cover $1). 
Phil Regan and Ramos entering final week with steady 2,000. 





Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Okay 2,500 tabs. 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 


Around 2,000 covers, which is 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Arnie Barnett (Copacabana; 550; $4). Down again this week to 2,500. 
Marty Gould (Chez Paree; 650; $3.50 min.). Luba Molina mainly credited 
with crisp 4,800 for first of two-weeks date. 
Art Kassell (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). 


Rain kept ‘em away. Fairish 
Things are looking up, but 
Still holding well with 


Gertrude Niesen— 





(Los Angeles) 
Alvino Rey (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, fifth wk). 
Good holiday weekend weather helping. 


Meadowbrook, B, Culver City, fourth week). Policy of 


Up to 5,000, very good. 


Fewer than 2,000 admissions. 
an Park, second wk). Continues 


) Profit-packed 14,000. 
(Palladium, B, Hollywood, fifth week). Around 6,000 stub- 











1947 











a Wednesday, June 4, 
ror 





A Nostalgic love Song, 
destined to win its way 
to the top of the lists! 






























































| ) a sas 

ee: a well 

: put it back a- gain._ Some-bod-ys hear-iug the same old sweet 

: — = ee i é = SS Se 

3 : lies And newstars are sbin-ing in some-bod- ys eyes You would-nt think J 
; 
Oft- en 1 still do. 0. 
Copyright 1947 Horry Warren Music, Ine., 1619 Broadwoy, New York, N. Y. 
4 Se SMP RIAA NE Re ACR RTE EER RETR ROLE SEM RE Te LS LE EON EERIE ELE ELI OBIE ELE OEE LAL ICE LOLS 
The Novelty Sensation! jie 
‘ ne : & seen, 
. . “e, 
atl Timely and Terrific! a 
j Pa hyrie by Rolph Blane © Music by Harry Worren he, 
54 W. Randolph Street 
Chicago 1, 0 
Highland Ave: BeniKanfer 
78, Calif. 
of Mgr 
1619 Broadway Gen. Pro : 
New York 19, an ; 
Dave Blum, Prof 
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Oft- en 






tn Assy 
EVERY SO OFTEN 
Lyric by JOHNNY MERCER © Music by HARRY WARREN 


Chorus Moderately slow,(with expression) 





peta 


ae ——— i 
aun 


' 
I still think of you And Ev-'ry So 


. 


wish that things could be the 


= 
Ry if 
the tear-drops fall too How I 
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you cant take a heart a - 
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Song Pluggers Restricted by New 
‘Closed Mouth’ BBC Policy on Tunes 


London, May 29. 

The British Broadcasting Corp. 
has put into effect its first anti-song 
plugging move. It’s a closed mouth 
policy. Publishers now find it al- 
most impossible to discover broad- 
east dates of their songs in suffici- 
ent time to insure fixing plugs. 


This is one of the first moves- of | 


the committee of three which, with 


Sir Valentine Holmes, in charge of | 


the recent corruption probe, has 
been struggling for two months to 


find a way to stop song plugging on | 


the air. R. F. J. Howsgill, acting | 
sontroller of BBC entertainment; | 
¥%. C. Robbins, director of legal de- 


partment, and W. L. Streeton, pro- 
gram contacts director, are the BBC 
trio. The committee is expected to 
make an official announcement on 
their plans in about three weeks. 
The closed mouth policy is already 
proving damaging to publishers. 
BC producers insist on songs for 





several weeks in advance, and plug- 
gers are no longer kept informed 
on acts booked before their song 
lists are submitted. 


Officials connected with the BBC 
booking department have _ been 
warned they'll be liable to instant 
dismissal if they give advance in- 
formation to publishers. 

Song pluggers are still managing 
| to carry on, but this move has def- 
initely restricted their activities to 
la great extent and has made their 
work much tougher. 








Avoid Preem Conflicts 
| Sammy Kaye’s opening at the Ho- 
tel Astor Roof, New York, June 16, 


| will conflict with the Hotel Penn- | 


| sylvania’s opening of Skitch Hen- 
| derson’s’ new band. 

| So te eliminate trouble, the Penn 
|has set the latter’s debut back to 














shows being submitted by artists! June 19. 
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WM ep Shot 


1 Mit Tunes tor June 
(On Records) 
ILLUSION {Pemora) 


Hal Winters-Jose Morand—Apollo 1034 ® Don Jose—Gotham 3003 
Xavier Cugat—Col. 37319 © Bobby Doyle—Sig. 15079 
John Paris—Vic. 26-9021 


IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
A DIFFERENT STORY (campbell-Porgie) 


Tex Beneke—Vic. 20-2123 © Hal Derwin—Cap. 377 
Buddy Clark—Col. 37302 


oe iT TAKES TIME (London) 


A 


N\ 
\\ 


—— 


iN Benny Goodman—Cap. 376 ® Lovis Armstrong—Vic. 20-2228 
Doris Day—Col. 37324 © Guy Lombardo—Dec. 23865 


NOW 


= | WONDER WHO’S KISSING HER 
at (Marks) 
’ Four Vagabonds—Apollo 1055 © Jack Mclean—Coast 8002 
Frank Froeba—Dec. 23602 © Bobby Doyle—Sig. 15057 
D’Artega—Sonora 2012 © Foy Willing—Maj. 6013 
p Joe Howard—Deluxe 1036 © Marshall Young—Rainbow 10002 
Joseph Littau—Pilotone 5132 © Jerry Cooper—Diamond 2082 
Ted Weems—Dec.* © Wayne King—Vic.* 
Ray Noble—Col.* © Jean Sablon—Vic.* 


MANAGUA, NICARAGUA. (Encore) 


Freddy Martin—Vic. 20-2026 © Guy lLombardo—Dec. 23782 
Kay Kyser—Col. 37214 © Gordon Trio—Sonora 3032 
Two Ton Baker—Mercury 5016 © Dick Peterson—Enterprise 251 
Julie Conway—Sig. 15086 © Jose Curbelo—Vic 26-9015 


MY ADOBE HACIENDA (Peer) 


Billy Williams—Vic. 20-2150 © Kenny Baker—Dec. 23846 
Eddy Howard—Moj. 1117 © Esquire Trio—Rhapsody 102 
Jack MclLean—Coast 8001 © Bobby True—Mercury 3057 
Coffman Sisters—Ent. 147 ® 4H dairs—Mars 1037 
Lovise Massey—Col. 37232 ® Dinning Sisters—Cap. 389 
Art Kassel—Vogue 785 © Billy Hughes—King 609 


MY PRETTY GIRL (Republic) 


¥ Spike Jones—Vic. 23-2023 © Cliffie Stone—Cap. 378 
AH Lawrence Welk—Dec. 23878 © Ted Straeter—Sonora 2022 


i THAT'S HOW MUCH I LOVE YOU (voous) 


Bing Crosby—Dec. 23840 © Frank Sinatra—Col. 37231 
Lovis Prima—Maj. 2107 © Eddy Arnold—Vic. 20-1948 
Alvino Rey—Cap. 363 © Wally Fowler—Merce. 6031 

Fred Kirby—Sonora 7023 © Red Foley—Dec. 46028 


THERE’S THAT LONELY FEELING AGAIN 


(Mellin) 
Hal Mcintyre—MGM 10032 © Connee Boswell—Apollo 1064 
Lovis Prima—Maj. 1145 © Charlie Spivak—Vic. 20-2287 
Frankie Carle—Col.* 


UNLESS IT CAN HAPPEN WITH YOU 


(Stevens) 
Three Suns—Vic. 20-2197 © Frankie Carle—Col. 37311 
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Russell—Cap. 386 
Johnny Long—Sig. 15109 © Blue Barron—MGM 10014 
The Starlighters—Merc.* © Lawrence Welk—Dec.* 


WE COULD MAKE SUCH 4 
BEAUTIFUL MUSIC <s:41) a 


Vaughn Monroe—Vic. 20-2095 © Frankie Carle—Col. 37222 
Monica Lewis—Sig. 15068 © George Towne—Sonora 2002 
Billy Butterfield—Cap. 371 © Blue Barron—M-G-M 10005 


YOU DON’T LEARN THAT IN SCHOOL 


(Vanguard) 

King Cole Trio—Cap. 393 © Louis Armstrong—Vic. 20-2240 
Rosemary Calvin—Maj. 1119 © Roberta Lee—Sonora 2016 

Betty Reilly—Deluxe 1079 © Sherman Hayes—Aristrocrat 1002 

King Sisters—Vogue* © Sunny Skylar—Mercury* 


re 
























* Soon to be released 


BROADCAST MUSIC INC. 


NEW YORK 19, N.Y 
CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD 


580 FIFTH AVENUE -*+ 
NEW YORK 











nt | remainder, was unsold inventory. He 
| 
it} | feels that such a course allows a 


JAMES N.S.G. AT B.0. 
ON PITT 1-NITER 


Pittsburgh, June 3. 

Harry James was a dissappoint- 
ment in one-night stand last Tuesday 
(27) at Kennywood Park. Tooter 
drew less than 2,000 to big dance 
pavilion at $2 top, failing to come 
within half of the draw of amuse- 
ment place’s previous name band 
record-holders, Vaughn Monroe and 
Sammy Kaye. 

James was first of top outfits to hit 
Kennywood for single booking. Or- 
dinarily park uses lesser known 
crews for two-week stretches. James 
booking gave Jimmy Palmer, regular 
feature there, a night off. Latter 
closed Saturday (31), with Baron 
Elliott’s WCAE staff orch following 
him in yesterday (Mon.). 














indies-Pubs 


Continued from page 39 





ting increasingly tough with small 
disk firms regarding royalties owed 


his clients. 


Fox asserts that under the 1909 
copyright law the manufacturer of 
an article which ultimately violates 
its terms can be held. responsible 
for the debts. He claims it doesn’t 
matter whether the pressing plant 
involved is owned by the label it is 
producing disks for or if it is simply 
working on a lease or small-order 
basis. 


/ 


To advise these plants as to which 
record companies it is safe to pro- 
duce for, Fox is getting up a circu- 
la: letter of those labels on his 
“unfair list.” This list will consist 
of firms which owe publishers sums 
of money ranging from a few hun- 
dred dollars into thousands, and 
from which it is difficult to collect. 
List will also be distributed to mu- 
sic publishers. 


This is Fox’s most stringent move 
to date in his efforts te collect long- 
due royalties from indie disk firms. 
Several weeks back he instituted a 
rule that such companies must pay 
royalties on the basis of every disk 
they manufacture, or cause to have 
manu’‘actured, whether the platters 
are sold or not. Rule was caused by 
the fact that many disk firms were 
submitting royalty payments for 
only a minor percentage of record- 
| ings manufactured, claiming that the 





| fly-by-night disker to go into busi- 
ness with copyrighted property 
owned by music publishers on the 
hopes that it will sell. If it didn’t 
they wouldn't have to pay for its 
use. 


| Second approach lies in a quartet 
of Federal court infringement suits 
brought last week by E. B. Marks 
against a group of record companies. 
Publisher’s attorney, Arthur Gar- 
maize, is endeavoring to recover 
royalties due Marks by contending 
that where chief stockholders or of- 
ficers dominate a company they 
should be held equally liable ‘or 
any wrong the corporation may 
commit, even though the firm may 
be liquidated. 


Harry W. Bank, founder and ex- 
president of bankrupt Cosmo Rec- 
ords, was named in one N. Y. Fed- 
eral court action last week for in- 
fringing on the Marks tune, “Too 
Many Irons in the Fire.” It’s al- 
leged that Cosmo had infringed by 
failing to make royalty payments, 
Another N. Y. Federal court suit 
brought by Marks charged that Seva 








Foullon and United Masters, Inc., 
had infringed upon the plaintiff's | 
song, “Malaguena.” | 


In Brooklyn Federal court Marks 
charged Morton Shad and Haven 
Records, Inc., with infringing on its 
“Lift Every Voice and Sing” by 
making a new arrangement of the. 
/number as well as failing to pay 
royalties at a*specified time. Paral- 
lel action in the same court named | 
William B. Feldstein and Enny de 
Vries defendants individually, as 
co-partners in the International Rec- 
ord Co., Phonograph Records, Inc.; | 
Royal Records Co., International 
Records Corp., Dise Corp., and Disc 
Co., Inc. Marks claims that they in- 
fringed upon three’ songs, “What a 
Difference a Day Makes,” “Jungle 
' Drums” and “Ya d’la Joie.” 





As an illustration of his new ap- 
| Prgach, Garmaize cited a case he 
had handled against WEVD, N. Y., | 
| where the program manager was 
| held equally liable for copyright 
| infringement even though he was | 
, only an employee. Attorney pointed 
out that this theory is also ap- 
| plicable to the recording industry 
/On the basis that an executive picks 


coming International 


| Murray; 


—— 


Music Notes 


Sid Nathan, prexy of King Records, back at Cincinnati headquarters 
after flip to Coast to round up oatune talent.,. -Hugh Cameron signed by 
Coast Records....Ray Gilbert pacted by Carmen Miranda to elef a sheaf 
of specialties for her personals....In her forthcoming “Something In the 
Wind” film, Deanna Durbin for first time will chirp a jump tune. It will 
be “The Turntable Song”... .D. J. MacKillop named v.p. of Tempo Records 
_...Helen Forrest waxed eight 15m-in. shows for Armed Forces Radio last 
week, in Hollywood. 


Mel Blane will do a kidisk album for Capitol, portraying characters out 
of Warner Bros.’ cartoon series..,.Tony Pastor recorded a session for 
Lang-Worth Transcriptions... Over last weekend, in Hollywood, Columbia 
teld recording spree with Woody Herman, Dinah Shore, Xavier Cugat, 
Ray Noble and Kay Kyser... .RCA-Victor will do no discing at its Holly- 
wood studio during June, so workmen can overhaul the place and insta! 
air-conditioning. ...Nadine Conner set for a shot in Hollywood Bowl, Aug. 
21....Frances Wayner, one-time Woody Herman vocalist, who now ig 
being handled for GAC, late last week inked pact with Exclusive Records, 


- 


Pop music copywriter David Mayer joined Columbia Records’ Bridge- 
port office....Dwight Chapin handling pop disks in Columbia Records’ 


New York flack dept....Apollo prexy Hy Siegel and gen. sales manager 
Henry Servais attending Chicago’s National Assn. of Music Merchants con- 
vention....Happy Felton set up own pub firm known as Happy Songs, 


Inc.....Calypso Carnival, recently sandwiched in the Carnegie Hall, N. Y., 
pop concerts, slated for repeat date June 9....Chucho Martinez cuts first 
Apollo disk with D’Artega June 11 at Carnegie Hall, N. Y.....Apollo inked 
Yiddish legit comedian Sam Levinson to term pact....Four Vagabonds 
into Atlantic City’s Club Nomad for the summer. 


ASCAP Proceeding With Campaign 


To Increase Theatre Tax Revenue 





TP~ tar > 





aa) 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers anticipates 


| going ahead within the next few 


weeks on its plan to rearrange the 
rate structure of revenue from mo- 
tion picture theatres. Plan, which 
has been under consideration for 
more than a year, was finally 
brought before the Society’s board 
of directors last week. Dick Mur- 
ray, who was brought into ASCAP 
18 months ago as assistant to the 
late general manager, John G. Paine, 
was, in fact, assigned the task as his 
first chore. 

Directors looked over a tentative 
rate card to replace the current 
scale of collections from theatres all 
over the country, and then sent the 
plan back to the developing com- 
mittee for additional work. It ‘is 
expected that the latter will be com- 
pleted within a few weeks. 

Impetus behind ASCAP’s 
toward rearranging its 


move 





BMI Files Infringement 


Suit Vs. Pelham Heath 
Inn, N. Y., in Pact Drive 


Broadcast Music, in line with its 
current campaign to license niteries 
to perform its copyrighted music, 


last week filed an infringement suit | 


in N. Y. Federal court against the 
Pelham Heath Inn, N. Y., along with 
affiliated publishers Marks Music, 
Peer International Corp., and Re- 
public Music. Plaintiffs charge that 
on April 17 last the spot without 


consent and without license played | 


four of their songs for profit. 

In seeking an injunction and dam- 
ages of not less than $250 for each 
violation, the plaintiffs specifically 
complain that the Inn illegally per- 


7 Peer’s “My Adobe Hacienda” 
an 


“Perfidia,” Republic’s “My 
Pretty Girl” and Marks’ “Say Si Si.” 
BMI claims the exclusive non- 


dramatic licensing rights, 


TAYLOR LEADS ASCAP 
GROUP TO LONDON MEET 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers will have 
full representation at the forth- 
Congress of 
Composers and Authors, which 
starts in London June 23. Five 
ASCAP executives and their wives 
and Wallace Downey, ASCAP rep- 
resentative in South America, plan 
to push off from New York next 





week, if they can get reservations, 


which haven’t yet been secured. 
Those heading for the meet in- 


clude ASCAP president and Mrs. 


Deems Taylor; Mr. and Mrs. Dicl: 


Mr. and Mrs. Herman 
Finkelstein: Mr. and Mrs. Fred 


| Ahlert: Downey and his wif 
|Rudolph Nissim, AP Seca 


/expert. They intend to leave mM. &. 


ASCAP 


foreign 


a week from tomorro 


w (12). 





th music to be recorded 
. and h 
| Should be held equally liable. . 


New principle of collection would 
be especially valuable, 


contends, in such cases as Cosmo 
where the com 
bankruptcy. 


pany is already in 


collections | 
from theatres for the right to per- | 


Garmaize | 


form copyrighted music included in 
films exhibited, is its talks with 
radio interests over a new contract. 
When ASCAP and radio squared off 
back in 1940, and a strike occurred 
which kept ASCAP music off the air 
for 10 months, the major point of 
contention by the radio people was 
that ASCAP was collecting much 
less money from theatres, propor- 
tionately, than from radio. This 
argument is still present to some ex- 
tent, although the society’s new-con- 
tract discussions with the radioites 
within the past couple months have 
been on a completely harmonious 
plane, 


Meantime, theatre people have 
been busy laying plans to combat 
ASCAP’s ideas of increasing rates. 
At least in one case on the Coast a 
kitty has been filled to fight the 
society, 

















| JACK MILLS 
|| SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 


| CAN'T GIVE 
YOU ANYTHING 
|BUT LOVE, BABY 


| Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


| ee | 
CHI-BABA, 
CHI-BABA 


OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 


George Joy, Pres. 
1619 B'way * New York 19 
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SR CE ENNIS ETE 
People are still singing: 


Did you ever get 
THAT FEELING 
in the 
MOONLIGHT 


Como-Victor Morgan-Decca 
Krupa-Columbia 


All Materia! Available 
PAULL-PIONEER MUSIC CORP. 


1657 Broadway New York 19. N. Y, 
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TO A DISCERNING 
PUBLISHER (or Agent) 


erop 
pop. 


who has scanned the current 
and still wants the top in 


Write Box 31, Variety, 154 West 46th 
St., New York 19, N. Y. 
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| BBeryl Davis 


sensational British song star 
in her first 


RCA VICTOR 


recording! 


| Want to be Loved 


(But Only By You) 


AND 


lf My Heart had a Window 


RCA Victor 20-2268 


THE 
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~ 1 ix Ov, Va COM OD 14 


RECORDS 





a eae ee 


44 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, June 4, 1947 








Band Reviews 


LAWRENCE WELK ORCH (14) 
With Joan Mowery, Bebby Beers 
Roosevelt Hotel, New York 

Lawrence Welk combination, once 
one of the most unusual novelty 
combos among the sweet bands, is a 
fine combination in its own class. 
Here at the Roosevelt, subbing for 
the perennial Guy Lombardo, it is 
doing excellently both for dancing 
and listening. 

Welk apparently has discarded 
most of his novelty ideas (he at one 
time had a bass player who balanced 
his instrument on his chin) for 
straight musical ones. Made up of 
two trumpets, one trombone, four 


NC. Symph Moves Like 
Pon Band; 3,600 Miles, 





104 Dates in 31 Wks. | 


Raleigh, June 3. 
North Carolina Symphony orches- 
tra set a new record for attendance 


during the season just ended and | 
probably set a world record for | 


number of concerts in such a brief 
period. Symphony this spring drew 
150,000 for 11 concerts in 55 towns 
as compared to 100,000 last spring 
for 104 concerts. Traveling a total 
of 3.600 miles through North Caro- 
lina the orchestra gave two concerts 
a day, five days a week, and reached 
virtually every community in the 
state. Traveling for 31 weeks, the 
orchestra was composed of a staff of 
70 people, including 65 musicians, 
half of them North Carolinians. 
Tour began Monday, February 17, 
with an historic performance before 
the State Legislature in the house 
chamber of the state capitol here. 
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Photography 
by McFARLAND 


STUDIO — New York's 
findst! Stage © Settings © 
Props © Convenient. 


EQUIPMENT — Mos 
modern...including strobo- 
scopic lights for split-second 
action photos. 

STAFF — Skilied special- 


ists under the direction of 
Eddie Ray. 


-Write, Wire or Phone for 
an Appointment TODAY! 


McFARLAND 





sax, four fiddles, three rhythm, the 
group is good musically, turning its 
stuff out cleanly and with the sort 
of enthusiasm that is today sadly 
lacking in too many swing bands. 
Its arrangements are excellently 
written and to them is added the 
musical color provided by Welk’s 
own accordion. Band tackles all 
sorts of tunes and apparently is not 
averse to doing things that are not 
too well known to the public but 
which heighten interest and make 
for better pacing. 

Welk also has two excellent vocal- 
ists. Bobby Beers, 
leader since he joined the band at 


| 15, is outstanding and has a bright 


future. Joan Mowery, cute brunet, 
ballads and rhythm numbers and on 
others form the basis of a trio with 
either drummer Nicky Aden or bass- 
ist Bob Cromer. 


occasionally, too. Wood. 


JOEY KEARNS ORCH (16) 

With Mary Lou Howard and Arthur 
Sidro 

Click, Philadelphia 


This is the first night spot date 
for Joey Kearns band, iongtime fave 
with Philly dance fans via dance 
one-nighters in this area and many 
air shots on WCAU, of which 
Kearns is musical director. 

Kearns’ band is definitely com- 
mercial musically, its arrangements 
make for easy terping and good lis- 
tening and it’s equally adept at 
Latin material as well as swing. 

Combo can play it sugary as well 
as jump. 

Mary Lou Howard, petite brunette 
canary (in private life Mrs. Joey 
Kearns) has a fine pair of pipes. 
She sells like a vet. She’s been a 
staff vocalist at KYW for past year. 
Other vocal chores are handled with 
eclat by Art Sidro, baritone. Band 
doesn’t go in for blasting, keeping 
its stuff attuned to a fait dining 
level throughout an evening. -Fea- 
ture of the band is a string section 
with four fiddles. Rest of band con- 
sists of five saxes (Kearns handles 
one of these), three trumpets, trom- 
bone, bass, drums and piano. 

Kearns’ band seems to have what 
it takes to hit the big. time. Shal. 


AL TRACE ORCH (9) 
With Lee Pines 
Pelham Heath Inn, N., Y. 


Al Trace’s small group is a sur- 
prisingly versatile aggregation that’s 
leaning to some extent away from 
its accepted moniker of the “Silly 
Symphony.” While the cornantics 
by no means have been dispensed 
with, band has widened its appeal 
by better pacing of its melodies such 








Variety, May 28, 1947 
PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


“BUDDY 
CLARK'S 


vocalizing is strong, versatile and 
sieasing. Selections are surefire, 
oming off the top of the hit 
sarade. Opener is ‘Peg O’ My 
‘aart,’ with Clark following into 
slocca Morra’ and a distinctive 
‘akeoff on Al Jolson with ‘Apri 
“owers’ and ‘The Anniversary 
ong.’ Coming back for encores, 
‘Sark asks for patron requests, 





advantage. 

Accent’s on the sweet side when 
| furnishing the dansapation, 
“floor show,” most of the sidemen 
come off the podium to mingle with 
the customers and imitate such 
mames as Lombardo, Kyser, etc. 
Vocaling is handled by Trace and 
saxman Bob Vincent, whose pleasant 
baritone stands out. 


dozen impersonations while Nate 
“Swingin’ Gate” Wexler contribs an 
amusing stint on how to play a cor- 
net. He also wins chuckles on the 
stand when tootling on a weird in- 
strument resembling a tuba. 


Pianist Pines is featured and de- 
serves his billing. His abilities are 
| amply displayed in a Gershwin med- 
| ley played with the band wherein 
“Rhapsody in Blue” is the underly- 
ing theme. Outfit also boasts a lone 
femme sideman, Mary Frances, on 
bass. 

Crew, comprises three rhythm, 
four sax (double on clarinet), and 
| two trumpets. Whilé Trace’s record- 
|}ings still point up a bucolic styJe, 
| he’s enhanced appeal by varying his 

routines, 


Freddy Martin Band To 








Hollywood, June 3 
Freddy Martin band’s first vaude 


tour has been set. Crew leaves 














nd on the — = paid Cocoanut Grove here on June 22 
‘ ‘ 4 E n é; , . 

eee, ” with we. s after six solid years in spot and will 

HERM. fly the band most of its route, play- 

ing eight one-niters en route to| 

* theatre opening week of July 3, at 

lili tials ali thes "vy |RKO-Albee, Cincinnati, following 

Stanza at Palace, Cleveland, and 


What Are 
Dou Doing 
New Vear’s 

Cue? 





then three weeks July 18 at Strand, 
N. Y. ° 


Earle, Philly; RKO, Boston; Mich, 
Detroit; Chicago and Orph, Min- 
neapolis follow in that order. Band, 
which has yet to ink three acts here 
to round out show, will get $10,000 
plus % on each stand, save Chicago, 
where guarantee will be $12,000. 
MCA still is trying to set Golden 
Gate, San Francisco, to round out 
a final fillip to trek as band returns 
to resume at Grove. Eddy Howard 
wilt hold the spot while Martin is 
gone. 





ward of the. 
also does an excellent job. Both do} 


Latter works alone | 


|as inclusion of a Gershwin medley | 
| where Lee Pines’ ivorying shines to 


For its | 


Drummer Jules Melson does a half | 


Take to Air for Dates 


Marian Aedioiiae Debuts 
Robin Hood Dell June 23 


Philadelphia, June 3. 

Marian Anderson will open the 
1947 season of outdoor concerts at 
Robin Hood Dell June 23. Full cal- 
endar offers 28 concerts, according 
to plans of the management. 

Series will run for seven weeks, 
concluding Thursday, August 7, and 
will bring to the open-air auditor- 
ium in Fairmount Park virtually 
every headliner of the present-day 
musical world. 

Soloists include Lauritz Melchior, 
Joseph Szigeti, Jan Peerce, Sigmund 
Romberg, Alec Templeton, Morton 
Gould, and Eleanor Steber in the 
title role of Puccini’s “Madame But- 
terfly,” sung in English. Orchestra 
| will number 90 musicians, of whom 
|86 are regular members of the 
| Philadelphia Orchestra 








CRITERION MUSIC BUYS 
| ‘ALAMO’ FOR $25,000 


Criterion Music, run by Mickey 
| Goldsen, pulled a unique, deal last 
| week in buying the promising-look- 
ing “Across the Alley from the 
Alamo” for $25,000 from Leslie 
Music, a firm Goldsen operates for 
Stan Kenton and Carlos Gastel. 

Switchover of the tune from the 
Kenton firm to his own Criterion 
occurred just a day before the tune 
was given a rack order and after it 
had sdfd almost 50,000 copies with 
the major help of recordings by 
Kenton, Woody Herman and Three 
Suns. 

Kenton and Gastel sold Criterion 
the tune because they did not want 
to go through with the idea of put- 
ting a staff to work for Leslie Music 
to take advantage of the tune’s 
promising sales possibilities. Their 
firm was set up to hold copyrights 
of instrumentals worked out and re- 
corded by Kenton’s band and. no pro- 
vision had been made for pop hits. 

A few days after Goldsen bought 
| “Alamo” for Criterion, he lateralled 
the tune to Capitol Songs, a firm 
with which Goldsen started in busi- 
ness but which he deactivated be- 
cause of its titular connection with 
Capitol Records, a_ circumstance 
| which had been causing trouble with 
| other disk companies. Capitol firm 
will be revived and a staff hired to 

handle “Alamo,” the move made to 
| avoid confliction with the Criterion 
| Staff’s work on “Dreams Are a Dime 
}a Dozen,” which will be pushed un- 
| til September. 


| 














'Chi’s Ravinia Festival 


Lays Out Big Outdoor Sked 


Chicago, June 3. 

With a subscription quota of $74,- 
000, Ravinia Festival is skedded for 
its biggest summer concert season in 
12 years, vying in program caliber 
with best musical offerings avail- 
able in Chi last winter. 

Festival, which operates on a 
guarantors fund, has been increasing 
in popularity over the past few 
years, reaching attendance figures of 
94,000 in 1945 and over 103,000 in 
1946 for a seven-week stint. Average 
deficit per season has hugged the 
$15,000 mark, which is far below the 
guaranteed fund. Last year, $60,400, 
or 60° of the fund, was returned 
to a list of about two hundred spon- 
sors. 
| Program for the coming season, 
which begins July 1, includes Eu- 
gene Ormandy, Tauno Hannikainen, 
William Steinberg and Pierre Mon- 
teux to lead the Chicago Symphony 
orchestra of 91 pieces. Guest soloists 
will be pianist William Kapell, 
soprano Ellabelle Davis, and violin- 
ist Miriam Solovieff. Entire last 
week of season will be devoted to 
ballet starring Alicia Markova and 
Anton Dolin. Music will be by a 48- 
piece string orchestra. 


Austrian Music Users 
Dispute AKM Fee Line 


Vienna, May 16. 
Austrian Assn. of Musichalls is 
| not satified with the license fees set 
| by the Austrian Society of Authors, 
Composers and Music Publishers 
(AKM) for the use of copyrighted 
music. AAM manager H. Guldan 
has asked Minister of Education M. 





time proposed to the AKM that the 
later act as intermediary. 
While H. Gulden points out that a 


ment (at the present moment AKM 
representatives must set deals with 
each cafe, et., separately) the AKM 
points out that the license fees are 
the same as before and during the 
war and that there were no com- 
plaints at those times. 





New York 


Lionel Hampton orchestra took 
over the Saturday afternoon Treas- 
ury Show on CBS, the first Negro 
orchestra to occupy such a slot... 
Victor Lombardo band takes over 
the Friday Treasury shot on same 
net Friday (6)...Count Basie cut 
15 sides in three days for RCA-Vic- 
tor last week in New York. He is 
changing some men and wanted to 
get disks in first...Sonny Dunham 
band into Frank Dailey’s Meadow- 





Hurdes to intervene and at the same | 


saving could be mace by direct pay- | 


brook, June 17-29 Jimmy Dorsey 
back from Coast vacash. Resum- 
ing work at Richmond, Va., one- 
nighter. Band has been on five- 
week layoff and is booked until 
Oct. 2 “Fuedin’, Fightin’ and Fus- 
| sin’,” Burton Lane tune used by 
| Dorothy Shay in Columbia album, 


|being released singly and is being 
recorded by other disk companies... 
Columbus, O., Chamber of Commerce 
and Jack Smith radio show col- 
laborating to plug Columbus with 
Kermit Goell’s tune, “I Had a Won- 


der Columbus.” 


4.51 
Stewart Seymour disconnected 
from Associated Booking as assistant 
to Francis Church as one-night 
booker. . . . Manie Sachs, Columbia 
Record artist-repertoire head, due 
back in N. Y. this week from long 
Coast visit. . . . Georgia Gibbs re- 
newed by Majestic Records. ; 
Peter Maurice Music finally snagged 
English waltz hit, “How Lucky You 
Are,” in competition with Chappell. 
. . Marshall Young’s new orchestra 
fills in for one-night tomorrow 
(Thursday) at Meadowbrook be- 
tween Ray Eberle and Tex Beneke. 
Hal Derwin, Capitol Record 
singer forming own band... . Lionel 
Hampton band into Oriental, Chi- 
cago, June 26... . Bob Burton, BMI 
attorney, to Jasper Lodge, Alberta, 
Can., for Canadian Assn. of Broad- 
casters annual meet. 

Guy Lombardo, who opens at the 
Waldorf - Astoria’s Starlight Roof 
July 7 for a four-week stand, taking 
August off for speedboat racing... . 
D. J. MacKillop named veepee in 
charge southern sales for Tempo 
Records, Coast diskery.... Jacques 
Frase orch celebrated first anni- 
versary last week at China Doll, 


N. Y. 
Hollywood 


June Christy, singling while Stan 


Tiwme in 
Bie bse 


; Kenton rests and his crew is dis- 
banded, into Sherman hotel, Chi- 
cago, for eight stanzas starting 
at $600 weekly ... Anita O’Day 


chirping with Johnny White’s com- 
bo at The Rounders here...Bobby 
Clark new vocalist with Ike Car- 
penter’s aggregation: Chuck Miller 
has joined Charlie Barnet in same 


capacity ...J. K. “Spike” Wal- 
lace, Musicians’ Local. 47 prexy, 
ailing ... Local -47 continues to 


chop off members for delinquency 
in dues’ payments. Atop the 823 
dropped last month, more than 600 
last wéek were lopped...Marion 
Morgan, ex-Harry James thrush, 
waxing this week for C. P. Mac- 
Gregor Transcriptions...Don W. 
Haines. making a quickie whirl back 
to Gotham from his newly opened 
office here next week. 


Bobby Sherwood broke up his 


———— 


On The Upbeat 


his nine pieces and now has a trio 
at Bontempo’s Italian Village . , , 
Louis Prima unshutters Cedar Point 
ballroom ,June 14. . . Dottie Olen, 
former thrush for Ray Robbins 
joined George Sterney at Hotel 
Cleveland’s Bronze Room .. . Robert 
Storm, jazz pianist, in Alhambra 
Lounge for a month between con- 
cert guest-star shots Haydr 
Hendershott, who waxes “Singing 
Weathermen” transcripts, into Bor. 
sellino’s Club. 





Cuban Music Patron 


Gives Up on Symph, 
Withdraws Backing 


Havana, June 2. 


Symphonic Music Guild, headed 


| by millionaire Agustin Batista, after 


dropping $369,640 in eight seasons, 
and with more than $100,000 lost 
during the past season, has an- 
nounced that it will have nothing 
more te do with the Philharmonic 
Orchestra of Havana. It will give 
somebody else a chance to lose 
some coin. 


Batista himself contributed $196. 
800 and got discouraged when the 


attendance at the bi-monthly con- 
certs at the Auditorium dropped 
consistently. 


Guild was organized in 1939, and 
during the eight seasons its income 
was $460,470, while the 80 musi- 
cians in the Philharmonic collected 
$434,900 in salaries. Other expenses 
amounted to $395,200. Doctor Bat- 
ista had to cover a deficit of $52,000 
during the past season. 
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POPULAR 
STANDARD TODAY 
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Robert WMevill 


RCA-VICTOR RECORD 
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WHIFFENPOOF 
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(Baa! Baal Baal) 


Words and Music by 
Minnigerode, Pomeroy and Galloway 
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band last week, after stand at Jant- 
zen ‘Beach, Portland, Ore., and | 
whisked back here for screen test | 
for “Young Man With a Horn” SS 
Raymond Scott orch set for fortnight 
at Cal Neva Lodge. Lake Tahoe, 
June 28. Martha Raye will head 
show going into spot with band eae 
D’Varga orch inked for eight frames 
at Club Morocco, starting June 10 
... Slam Stewart Trio set for stand | 
at Toddle House, starting July 1. | 


First Coast date for bassist in four 
years. 


Pittsburgh 

Marty Gregor band into the Vogue | 
Terrace, following Jimmy Spitalny | 
Jan Garber band into Bill 





MADRIGUERA 


MEANS 
MUSICAL 
MAGIC 


Presto! Two New Hits 
The 


COWBELL SONG 


(Tolon-Tolon) 
and 


GUATEMALA 


Soon to be released 


























Green's, June 13 followin i ee gh 

} 13, fe g Dick | No. 9031 ng 
Jurgens ... Billy Catizone into Wil- | 
liam Penn Hotel’s Terrace Room for | 
luncheon and dinner music and | 
| dancing Fridays and Saturdays only (a 
| y | 


... Art Farrar has decided against | 
| returning to the coast until fall and 
| is organizing a new band with Dee 
| Richards as vocalist. | 


Cleveland 


| Jacques Pollack pit leader 
J at | 
RKO Palace, taking his dance unit | 
| to Hotel Deshler-Walleck, Columbus, | 





for the summer ... Johnny Zuccaro 
drummer in Henry George crew at 
Cabin Club, died last 


week after | 
four-year illness... Johnny Singer, | 
| who broke up road band, organized 





| new instrumental quintet for Zephyr 
- » + Lee Allen also broke up 


Room 


HAVE YOU HEARD . 


WHEN YOUR 
OLD 
WEDDING 
RING 
WAS NEW 


Watch for New Record Releases 
@ ALL MATERIAL READY @ 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


1619 Broadway, New York 19, WN. Y. 
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‘ less trio was put back on payroll. 
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Holiday Weekend No B.0. Boon To 
-Bucolic Vacation Belt; Slump Feared 


Three-day Memorial Day week- 





end has given operators of the upper 
N. Y. state resort hotels plenty to 
worry about. For the past few 
years, holiday was sold out to capac- 
ity. This year business, except in a 
few spots, was far from sellout, in- 
dicating that the economic crisis af- 
fecting entertainment business 
throughout the country has hit the 
usually prosperous borscht belt. 
Larger inns, such as Grossingers, 
Nevele Country Club and Concord 
hotel, had capacity business over 
holiday, but smaller hotels were far 





from filled up and their ops are 
registering the same _ complaints 
nitery operators have been giving | 
out with since the business dip 
started. Should shorter revenue hit 
the region for much of the rest of 
the season there will be drastic 
talent budget cuts. 

First item that will go is high- 
priced talent. Then shows will be 
pruned. Resort ops can get away 
with such a procedure, since they 
are in a different position than 
metropolitan niteries, which depend 
upon names for the lure. Country 
bonifaces know that essentially 
they’re in the hotel business, where 
country air and food are the chief 
lures; talent is secondary. During 
wartime, when food wasn’t available 
in quantity, talent was used as bait 
for the vacationer. Now that viands 
are plentiful, they think they can 
go back to the former type of opera- 
tion, with talent featured only as a 
sideline. 


One of the biggest investments in 
the resort sector this season was 
the new casino and dining room at 
the Concord Country Club, Ellen- 
ville, N. Y., which, is reported to 
have cost in excess of $500,000. 
Hotel last year had a disastrous fire 
which destroyed its main entertain- 
tainment room. 


Earl Carroll Bows 
2d Time in Dispute 





Hope Troupe’s 15G In 


Toledo Hosp Benefit | 


Toledo, June 3. 

Despite unseasonably cold weather 
which kept all performers under 
wraps, Bob Hope troupe grossed 
$15,000 when 5,000 chilled specta- 
tors swarmed Swayne Field, base- 
bali stadium, last Wednesday (28) 
for a benefit performance to swell 
the St. Vincent’s hospital building 
fund campaign. 


With Hope appeared Jerry 
Colonna, Vera Vague, singers Trudy 
Eawen and Marian Morgan, Desi 


Arnaz and members of his orchestra, | 


plus Bob Feller, star pitcher for the 
Cleveland Indians, in which Hope 
has a financial interest. 


Copa, Chi, Coin 


Hassle Continues 


Chicago, June 3. 

Copacabana, recently built night 
club, passed into new hands Mon- 
day (2) when a Federal referee in 
bankruptcy granted Rudy Vallee’s 
petition to name a receiver for the 
cafe. Spot, which cost $381,000 
when opened by Sam Rinella, hit a 
succession of bad breaks becauseeof 
Rinella’s having to pay huge amor- 
tization costs of the spot. Copa 
closed owing Vallee $13,000 or so for 
most of two weeks work. 


Federal referee previously ap- 
proved voluntary bankruptcy peti- 
tion permitting Rinella to remain as 
operator on agreement to pay Vallee 
$125 a day on account until Vallee’s 
debt was cut to $160,000. Rinella’s 
failure to pay for the last four days 
forced new receiver appointment. 
Receiver was ordered to report 
yesterday (Tuesday: to make a sur- 
vey on advisability of keeping the 
spot open. 











Over Extra Musicians 


Hollywood, June 3. 


| 

Earl Carroll was again forced to | 
capitulate to American Federation 
of Musician’s, Loca] 47 in the mat- 
ter of standby musicians. Carroll 
agreed to re-hire three unwanted 
tooters for his band at his theatre- 
restaurant after an hour long meet- 
ing with J. K. Wallace, union head, 
and others. He will continue to em- 





ploy trio under protest. 


Union’s only statement was that 
“situation is status quo” and that 
men wiil go back to work on perma- 
nent basis. Carroll stated that he 
went to union for the second time 
under impression that new arrange- 
ment was to be worked out follow- 
ing his temporary accedence to de- 
mands of last week when union 
threatened to pull entire band un- 





ARTHUR LESSER MAY 
SET A DEAL WITH MCA 


Arthur Lesser, who handles Mau- 
rice Chevalier, Lucienne Boyer, 
Jacques Peals (latter's husband), 
among other artists, will probably 
tie up with Music Corp. of America. 

He is talking a deal with MCA’s 
Charles Miller for the big agency 
tu cooperate on radio, tours, etc. An 
air deal for Chevalier is virtually 
set, which may kayo the French- 
man’s plans to summer in his native 

rance, 


Lesser’s pians also include a revue 
with Bert Lahr or Bobby Clark. 


Trenet’s Sheen Dulled 





HOLIDAY ON ICE’ HOT 
ITEM AT SALT LAKE 


Salt Lake City, June 3. 

“Holiday On Ice” supplied the 
kickoff to the Utah Centennial Ex- 
position by opening last night (2) to 
a capacity . audience. Remodelled 
Coliseum will house the ice show 
for two-week stand, and with 3,500 
seats at a $3 top, “Holiday” can do 
a maximum of $52,500 a week, play- 
ing seven nights and Saturday and 
Sunday matinees. 

This town has never seen anything 
on ice, and advance sales indicate it 
wants to know what all the shouting 
is about. If sales at the b.o. hold up 
with the advance, “Holiday” should 
take a bale of coin out of the town. 

“Holiday” cast will vacation for a 
month after closing here on June 15, 
and then head for Charlot{e to open 
a six-day run July 18. Troupe moves 
to White Plains, N. Y., July 26, for 
rehearsals, to continue until opening 
in Rochester some time in August. 


Over 1,000 Fast-Hand 
Followers at Chi Meet 


Chicago, June 3. 

Increase in demand for magicians 
both on vaude stage and in night 
clubs was evidenced during meetings 
of the 19th annual convention of So- 
ciety of American Magicians held 
May 29 to 31 at Morrison hotel here. 
Discussion, which was said to be 
largest magico meet ever held, 
brought out fact that there are more 








By Mont’! Burley Date 


Montreal, June 3. 


Charles Trenet’s local prestige 
has dipped considerably following 
first week of his stand at the Gayety 
theatre, here. A combo vaude and 
burlesque spot, It’s deemed an im- 
Proper spot to display the shanteur’s 
talents, 

Although Trenet did well finan- 
Cially on this date with $2,000 plus 
Overages, locals think he lost out as 


is artistic reputation has’ been 
harmed by his appearance with 
Strips on the same bill. Trent is 


currently in his second week at this 
Spot, 


|in the past five years. 

Over 1,000 professional and ama- 
teur magic demonstratots attended 
sessions, which introduced various 
new tricks and where 16 manufac- 
turers set up display booths of magi- 
cal equipment they are now produc- 
ing. 

SAM originated in New York as 
local unit in 1902, but when Harry 
Houdini assumed presidential duties 
in 1917, club was placed on national 
basis. 





Mousie Powell partied by 
' Shangri La nitery, Astoria, L. 1, on 





jhis 25th anni in showbusiness. 


magicians employed then ever be- | 
fore and that interest of magic as 
hobby has become more potent with- | 


Statler Hotels Retain 
Top Talent Policy 


Statler hotel chain will eontinue 
with top talent budgets in the fall, 
having set Carl Brisson, Dorothy 
Shay and John Sebastian for autumn 
dates. 

Chain plans to project talent in 
all its hotels including Washington, 
Boston, Detroit, Buffalo and Cleve- 








Fewer N. Y. Niteries Boosts B.O. 


Of Survivors; Holiday Biz Strong 





Guild Tags N.Y. Agent For 
Act’s Coin on Cancellation 


Renee and Laura, dance team, 
were awarded salary claim of $44) 
against Leontine Rice, N. Y. club | 





' land. 


Walters’ Class NY. 
Eatery and Cuban 
Nitery in Havana 


Lou Walters, N. Y. Latin Quarter 
operator, may operate a Havana 
mtery and an upper Fifth. avenue 
(N. Y.) restaurant, in addition to his 
present Gotham spot, if present plans 
work out. Walters flew to Panama 
Monday (2) to confer with Bil] 
Liebow, operator of the Internacional 
hotel, Panama City, who plans to 
erect a 200-room hotel and casino 
in Havana shortly. 

Liebow, in addition to his Panama 
holdings, operates the International 
hotel, Miami Beach, and has ac- 
quired a site on the Malacon Drive, 
Havana, on which he'll set up an 
| elaborate: entertainment plant which 
| will include a nitery using Ameri- | 
|can names. Spot is expected to be 
| ready in about three months. 
| In addition to the Havana ven- 
| ture, Walters is prepping the open- | 
| ing of an eatery in the building now | 
| being erected by French-Gaumont. | 
| Building will have a theatre as well, | 


| devoted to French cinema. 
| 


| 
| 


‘Maxies Ask AGVA 
To Collect $1,775 On 


Vanity Fair ‘Bouncer’ 


Further repercussions in sudden 
|foldo of Vanity Fair, N. Y., some 
| weeks back were heard at American 
Guild of Variety Artists this week 
via complaint from Max Bear and 
Maxie Rosenbloom, ex-pug zanies, 
who claim to have been paid off with 
a bouncing check for $1,775. 

Team played valedictory stanza at 
spot and were paid by check signed 
by Joe Howard, prexy and treasurer 
lof operating corp. Lads deposited 
| and planed to the Coast, later in- 
formed that check bounced due to 
insufficient funds. 

Dave Fox, head of N. Y. local of 
AGVA, is processing the claim but 
has been unable to locate Howard 
for adjustment. 




















| 





Colosimo’s, Chi Nitery, - 
Sold to Femme Buyer 


Chicago, June 3. 

Colosimo’s, famed Chi nitery and 
showcase of Jim Colosimo, first of 
‘the modern gangsters, changed hands 
jagain last week. Ann Hughes, presi- 
‘dent of a taxicab company and own- 
|er of two show lounges, bought spot 
from Irv Benjamin, who reopened 
last spring and spent about 40G fix- 
{ing it up. Nitery switched to Negro 
entertainment a month ago, after 
trying top names and ice shows and 
low budget acts. New owner will 
continue present policy. 

Spot had been in limelight with 
Mike Potson, former owner, trying 
to buy back bistro until he was in- 
dicted for income tax evasion. | 

Colosimo’s also was closed one 
night last week for violation of 
closing hour law, but reopened next 
dav. New owner paid off all back 
| fees owed talent, but no price was 
mentioned as sales figure for nitery. 
| Present talent lineup is headed by | 
'Una Mae Carlisle. 














New Illinois Liquor Law 


Threatens Rural Bistros 
Chicago, June 3. | 

Rural bistros using an estimated 

/ $1,000,000 worth of band and act 
‘talent in Illinois will be forced out 
of biz if bill forbidding sale of liquor 
outside of incorporated towns and | 
cities is passed by Illinois legislature. | 
Bill, now before house, is spon- 
sored by solons of towns adjoining | 
non-incorporated areas and seeks to | 
control activities of roadhouses and | 
restaurants in rural areas. 
| Many of the niteries that would | 


the be hit, if bill was made law, are the past 15 years. 


gambling spots that run heavy on> 
jband and act budgets. 


' festival, Aug. 7-16, to be known as | 


date agent, via arbitration at Ameri- | 
can Guild of Variety Artists this 
week, 

According to complaint Mrs. Rice 
had booked team into a club date 
several 


weeks ago and later can- 
celled claiming the auspices decided 
upon another type of act. Arbitra- 
tors ruled in favor of team and or- 
dered payoff 
During hearing it was also brought 
out *that agent had issued contract 
for $35 for date, which is under 


AGVA scale. Decision upped amount 


to $44 and warned agent that if 
there were further complaints of 
underscale bookings her AGVA 


franchise would be in jeopardy. 


AGVA to Organize | 


Hawaiian Area 


American Guild of Variety Artists 
will invade the Hawaiian Islands 
in the fall. In all probability, na- 
tional director Matt Shelvey will 
send Florine Bale, Hollywood rep, 
to Honolulu to do the organizing of 
talent and contracting of clubs and | 
theatres. Union may also set up a/| 
branch there. American Federation 
of Musicians and IATSE already op- 
erate locals in the Islands. 

AGVA has been moved to make | 
the expansion as more and more 
American acts get engagements in | 
and around Honolulu, and as the | 
outlook for increased playing time | 
grows brighter. 





| 





'ARA PARES ASSESSMENT 


TO $2 PER PACT BASIS 


Artists Representatives Assn., 
N. Y. agent group, which some time | 
ago dropped its $10 annual assess- 
ment on membership, has now re- 
stored tap in modified form. 

Instead of flat fee, agencies will 
be taxed $2 per annum on all ex- 
clusive representation contracts with 
talent, which is figured to give a 
squarer shake to smaller agents and 
with the major agencies, usually | 
having the greater amount of exclu- 
sives, footing most of the bill. 

It's figured the new assessment | 
will bring an additional $5,000 an- | 
nually into the coffers of ARA, 
which at present is more than suf- 
ficient to underwrite salaries of ad- 
ditional help recently added when 
agent group pacted most Chicago | 
agents formerly aligned with Enter- 
tainment Managers’ Assn. in Chi. 

The $10 tap had been vetoed by 
the Chi group. This posed a problem 
for ARA until I. Robert Broder, gen- 
eral counsel, negotiated the new §2 | 
breakdown which was acceptable to 
all. 


Toledo Plans Summer 
Festival for Aug. 7-16, 


. Toledo, June 3. 


Toledo Welfare Department, for 
the first time, will stage a summer 











| 





the Toledo Aquarama. Tentative | 
program includes the Aqua Follies, | 
a water show; a beauty pageant to | 
select a “Lady of the Lake”; con-! 
certs, a variety show, and amateur . 
sports. 

Charles Smith, Chicago advertis- 
ing man, has been appointed direc- 
tor of the event. Sports items will 
include bicycle derbies, roller skat- | 
ing, a truck rodeo and other sports. | 
Fireworks and parades are also | 
planned. 





Taxes Fold Nitery | 
Fort Worth, June 3. | 
Casino, local dine and dance spot, | 


was padlocked by the city for rental | 
arrears of $15,690. George T. Smith 
is owner of the building, but the | 
city owns the land on which the | 
night club stands. 

Smith has operated the spot for 
Case was taken 


to the Texas Supreme Court and 


{Smith lost out | 


| September 8. 


? Business in remaining major N. ¥. 


niteries is nearer a profitable foote 
ing. Reason for the upbeat in exist- 
ing clubs is the elimination of seve 
eral rival niteries for the summer, 
at least, closings of which have had 
the effect of bolstering takes of those 
remaining. 

For example, most of the business 
formerly done by the shuttered La 
Martinique apparently is being ab- 
sorbed mainly by the Copacabana, 
while similarly the defunct Vanity 
Fair business is now going to the 
neighboring Latin Quarter, Diamond 


Horseshoe and the Carnival. Latter 
club, however, is still in compara- 
tively bad shape. Others are going 
along strongly. 

Several other N. Y. clubs are 


ready to close. Cafe Society Uptown, 
which is Litting boom biz, is closing 
June 28 when Lucienne Boyer exits, 
and will reopen with Mlle. Royer 
Rio Cabana is slated 
to close momentarilly. That spot 
has been in difficulty since it opened 
under that name several months ago. 

However, most N. Y. spots got a 
considerable lift over the three-day 
Memorial Day weekend. Hotels were 
jammed and tourist trade helped fill 
many spots. Business over the three- 
day period was stronger than at any 
time since New Year's eve. Copa’s 
take was bolstered by a Thursday 
opening which had overflow busi- 
ness. In addition, prom crowds 
jammed the 2:30 a.m. show. Latin 
Quarter had full rooms, while the 


| Diamond Horseshoe worked to near 


capacity. 


AAA Auditioning Talent 


To Provide Reservoir Of 
Acts for Member Pool 


Associated Agents of Amerita, 
comprising smaller agents and club- 
date bookers operating in and 
around New York, is setting up a 
series of auditions for new talent 
with hopes of providing a steady 
reservoir of talent from which its 
membership can draw from time to 
time. 

Hymie Goldstein, prexy of group, 





| has set.the auditions for latter part 


of month at Nola Studios, N. Y. He 
explains purpose of sessions is to 
have the agent group familiarize 


| themselves with a font of new talent 
'spawned by USO-Camp Shows and 


others that have not previously 
played New York territory. Accep- 
table acts will be listed in a pool 
from which all members of AAA 
may draw. 

Goldstein and associate officers of 
AAA figure auditions will bring a 
flock of new faces and new talent 
to the bocks of its members. 


UNION OKAYS MIDWEEK 





CLOSING OF G. V. INN, N.Y. 


Greenwich Village Inn, N. Y.,, 
which had been skedded to close 
Saturday (31) closed in midweek 
with sanction of American Guild of 
Variety Artists since most talent 
contracts matured on that date. 


Acts were not in accord with playing 


the three additional days, preferring 
to pact new assignments on week- 
end. 

Troupe was paid final week’s sal- 
ary at AGVA from cash security 
posted by Rocky Camera, operator 
of the Inn, who has since taken over 
the Ross-Fenton Farm, West End, 
N. J., as summer operation. Latter 
spot is playing name acts on week- 
ends. 

Camera will again operate Green- 
wich Village Inn, with reopening set 
for late September. 


Ohio Lawmen to Lift 
Fair Areas Liquor Ban 


Columbus, O., June 3. 
Ohio Legislature has completed 
action to lift a 96-year ban on the 
sale of liquor within two miles of 
the state fair grounds or any county 





fairs. Bill is expected to be signed 
by Gov. Thomas J. Herbert 
promptly. 


Old liquor ban law was resur- 
rected by the Ohio Women’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Union last fall and 


/ was enforced by the state liquor de- 


partment during the fair season. It 
caused the shutting down of numer- 
ous bars and night clubs located in 
the forbidden areas. 
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AGVA Philly Row 


Hits Impasse; 


Mass of Evidence Causes Delay 


Row between national body of 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
and Philadelphia local of union re- 
mains status quo, 

After hearing two days of testi- 
mony of the defense in suit of Philly 
local for an injunction against na- 
tional body taking over its affairs, 
Judge Harry McDevitt in common 
pleas court, Philly, adjourned fur- 
ther hearings for subsequent date, of 
which he'll apprise counsel for both 
sides this week. 


Judge had hoped 
matter last week but due to volum- 
inous evidence to forestall grant- 
ing of the injunction and cross- 
examination by plaintiff's 
Judge opined that at rate trial was 
proceeding it may run well 
summer. 
nesses for the defendant, 
Matt Shelvey, national 


til later date. 


to dispose of | 


counsel, 


into 
After hearing several wit- 
including 
head of 
AGVA, court adjourned matter wun- | 


swooped down on the Philly local, 
discharging Richard Jones, its exec- 
secretary, dissolving local and set- 
ting up its own national branch in 
the Shubert theatre bldg. there. 
Jones refused to vacate and instead 
instituted injunction proceedings to 
prevent national AGVA from taking 
over, 


‘CHI FIREMEN ORDER 
HUBBARD H. CLOSED 


Chicago, June 3. 

Hubbard hotel, blue chip actors 
hotel of the early 1900’s here, was 
told last week to close its doors & 
the Chi fire department. Hubbard, 
in its heyday known as the famed 
Revere, the home of top stars in 
ithis town, had 49 safety violations 
listed, which owners claimed they 
| could not correct due to material 
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Weisberg’s Suicide 
Involved Strychnine 


} Chicago, June 3. 

| Coroner’s report last week re- 
| vealed that Julius (Dolly) Weisberg, 
|former owner and operator of Hi- 
|Hat and Colony niteries here, had 
|died of self-administered poison in 
|death cell. Report was submitted 
iby Dr. William D. McNally of 
'coroner’s office who disclosed 0.31 
igrains of strychnine sulphate was 


1 








Theatres— Exchanges 


Pes (Continued from page 22 


comes here from Toronto. Midtown, ; recently resigned from United Art. 
which will be operated by Canadian | ists after serving company here for 
group, will undergo a change of pol- | 25 years as a salesman. Me leaves 
icy, entirely first-run foreign pic- | soon on a Florida vacation. 

tures, and house will be known as} Tommy Bello, Jr., son of th 
International-Midtown. Nanty-Glo exhibitor, will join Blat 
Bros. circuit's managerial staff in 
Altoona when chain opens Drive-In 
place there. 








‘ its As Sterling Super 
rheplinse Seattle. 


Mickey Gross resigned as super- 








|} found in Weisberg’s body. 

| Weisberg wes scheduled for exec- 
;}ution for murder of Joseph Mc- 
| Knight'on May. 23 but cheated chair 


| four days ahead of time. Death 
|was at first attributed to heari 
failure. 





Licensing of Chi Stadium 
May Be Costly to City 


| Chicago, June 3. 
| Chicago Stadium which has not 


paid license since 1940 has agreed to | 


pay annual fee of $3,000; that is, if 
city fathers agree to pay for their 
\affairs and rallies in. the 18,000 
| seater, which, until now, were gratis. 


Controversy stems back several | Shortages. Out of 350 guests, 25) Joxer in the new setup is that pre- 


months when Shelvey 


and aides 
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| have left already with most of the 
lother roomers adamant against 
moving day order. Police are sta- 


tion of new guests until needed re- 


months to finish. 


Hotel, when run by Mayer broth- 
ers in period around 1907, would 


routine. 





“good shepherd” 


| safety violations. 


j 





Portland Par Resuming 


Portland, Ore., June 3. 

Stage shows are coming back to 
the Paramount theatre here to offset 
bad business, reported to have fallen 
off to 25 to 50% in various 
houses. 

Inkspots have been signed for 
show in June, with the Hoosier Hot- 
shots coming in during July. 


Nitery Raided 


Akron, O., June 3. 
More than 200 customers, after 
paying $2 each, were disappointed 








| 


|indecent show in the High Hat 
|night club near Mogadore, O. R. E. 
Bingaman and Pete Jrski were 
charged with promoting the show. 
They are from Cleveland, 

Jean Louise Curran, Youngstown, 
and Helena Weber, Cleveland, were 
charged with participating. 





Aerialist Injured 
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New Orleans, June 3. 
Mickey Duval, billed as the “Sky 
Princess,” suffered a sprained back 





sort, and had to cancel the fin 


| Pontchartrain Beach, 
| week of a two week date. 


Rockets, roller skating trio. 








tioned in lobby to prevent registra- | 


|pairs are made, which would take | 


never evict or hold act’s baggage 
if act was under contract. Brothers | 
claimed not to have lost a dime doing | 
Hotel is 
| first of many to be padlocked for 


Stage Shows Next Month. 


film | 


| when sheriff's deputies raided an | 


during her “slide for life” act at 


lakeside ne | shot in from N. Y. C. 


She was replaced by the Royal | 


| viously city fatheas have been en- 
| joying an average of 10 meetings a 
| year, which at $5,000 rental for each 
would have cost city $50,000. City 


|now wants $21,000 in back fees. 


Arthur Wirtz, operating head of 
| Stadium, claims that city saved $235,- 
000 in period 1941-46 on free rental 
| basis. Lack of license was discovered 
| in city’s drive for new revenue. 





‘Greenberg Shifting to Chi 


| Irving Greenberg, of the cafe dept. 
of William Morris agency N. Y. 
office, will transfer to Chicago 
branch shortly to work in the cafe 
| and theatre sector. Replacement in 
| N.Y. hasn't been set yet. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., June 3. 


Swiss Chalet launched grand open- 
|ing to a packed house. Nitery is 
inow operated by Vincent Deracles 
and Frank Morea. Spot has Al 
Cremin and Four Tunes for enter- 
tainment and dancing. 


Joe Williams, former Fawn Club 
boniface who gave this colony many 
benefits in past years, now managing 
Whiteface Mountain Inn. 


Walter Romanik, formerly of Para- 
|mount, Brooklyn, checked in for ob- 
servation and rest at the Rogers. 


Helen Grupp, Republic Pictures 
| sec’y, received clinic OK that allows 
| her all privileges, including exercise. 
| She also has been appointed relief 
| switchboard operator of the Rogers. 

Robert J. Goldstein back at the 
lodge after a two-week furlough in 
; the Big-Town, doubling as down- 
| town shopper and mailman. 

Among others flashing good clinic 
reports are Sam Schulman, Sydney 
Cohen, Carl Kessler (The Amazing 
Mr. Ballantine), George Fee and 
your columnist. 

William Lalis, skedded for the 
broncoscophy operation, visited by 
Rose, Lillian and Irma Lalis, Emma 
| Cosgrove and Rose McMahon, who 














| Ralph DeMassi, colony graduate, 
now owner-manager of the Birches 
en had added Gene Stearns’ 
and. 
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_ Kitty Bernard elated over surprise 
visit from her sister, Ann Buckley, 
who planed in from Chicago to spend 
a two-week vacash with her. 

Gardenias to Ann Brown, manager 
of Brown’s Cabins, who takes time 
out to bake cakes and other tid-bits 
for gang at the Rogers, 


(Write to those who are ill.) 

















mately one-third of the 
handed in before the windup. 
Contest, upped recently tc iwo- 
per-year, guarantees the winner a 
minimum of $150,000 scaled to a top 
of $250,000, depending upon book 


novels 


should the novel become choice of 
either the Book of the Month Club 
or the Literary Guild. Another $25.- 
000 is added if the book cops the 
Pulitzer Prize. 

Elizabeth Goudge’s “Green Dol- 
|phin Street” was the first winner. 
|two. years ago, and filmization of 
{that yarn is due for early release 
| with Lana Turner and Van Heflin 
starring. To hypo submissions by 
the British, Carol Brandt of M-G’s 
story dept. plugged the contest with 
| London’s publishers. She returned 
a New York last week. 

Winner of the current contest will 
jbe announced July 11, 








| War Themes | 


sales. Bonus of $25,000 is tacked on | 


i June 10th, Spokane; June TIth, Vancouver, 


visor of out-of-town theatres of John 
|Danz Sterling organization; goes to 
| San Francisco as manager of Portola 
| theatre. 


Carr Quits Marcus in Indpis. 
Indianapolis. 
Rex Carr, general manager of M 
Marcus Enterprises, resigned effec- 
tive June 1 to become manager an 
buyer for Theatre Owners Corp. id 


Midwest Assistants Move Up 


Des Moines. | Qhio, with offices in Cincinnati, 

John Spencer, formerly assistant Carr was with Marcus group. 18 

| munager at Rivoli, Hastings, Neb. | Y¢ars. beginning as usher in Fort 
(Tri-States circuit), named manager | Wayne. 


Art W. Baker, manager of Keith’s 


A eisetote - eplacing Raymon - 
of Strand there, ref g y since last fall, 


Johnson, resigned. , resigned and was ] 
| E. L. Doherty, former assistant succeeded by Tom Newcomb, for- 
manager of Strand here, made man- | merly assistant at the Indiana, 
‘ager of Garden, Des Moines, replac- pany plans are undisclosed. 
ing Harry Brewer, resigned. Keith's, recently acquired by Gam- 


ble-Dolle group, will become move- 
over house in new setup. 
Frank Paul, manager of Luyrie 
hospitalized for minor operation. ‘ 
Associated Theatre Owners of In- 





Pink’s Portola, S. F. | 
San Francisco. 
Trans-International circuit, headed 
by Sidney Pink, acquired the Por-| .. 
tola. 1,000-seater, which opens under diana holding annual summer con- 
new management with the downtown vention at Lake Wawasee, June 23- 
run of “Best Years” to be followed 25. 





yun rer First Affair.” House will| James Clark named manager 
| then switch to a straight diet of for- Harry Markun’s Talbot. 
eign pix. i | 











Many Mo., Ill., Changes — 
St. Louis. 

George L. Faith purchased the 
Linn in Linn, Mo., from Earl Ander- 
son. 

While her husband, William Sher- 
man manages the St. Louis office for 
| PRC. his wife is managing the State 
| in Bloomfield, Mo., recently bought 
|by Sherman from the Tobin-Gold- 
man-Leventhal interests. 

A. C. Struck sold the Lamar, 
| Manito, Ill, to Harold Meyer and 
| Harold Willett, of Manito. 

Harlan E. Renshaw is new owner 
of the Alamo, Stewardson, Il. 

S. M. Taft Amus. Co., St. Louis, 
manager of Drive-In theatre near 
Manchester, Mo., is readying another 
on outskirts of Springfield, Mo. New 
al fresco house will be a 750-auto 
project. 

St. Louis Amus. Co. new $200,000 
house in Granite City, Il., is nearing 


Variety, May 28, 1947 
PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


“BUDDY 
CLARKS 


vocalizing is strong, versatile and 
pleasing. Selections are surefire, 
coming off the top of the hit 
parade. Opener is ‘Peg O’ My 
Heart,’ with Clark following into 
‘Glocca Morra’ and a distinctive 
takeoff on Al Jolson with ‘April 
Showers’ and ‘The Anniversary 
Song.’ Coming back for encores, 
Clark asks for patron requests, 





completion. Replaces an old house and on the preem show (21) 

that was condemned as unsafe. ebliged with ‘Mam’selle’ and 
New Princess that replaces the old ‘Linda.’” 

Princess, destroyed by fire in 1945, HERM. 


has been lighted in Percy, Ill., by 
H. E. Webster. 

The Joy in Kansas, [ll., owned and 
operated by M. W. Jessup, has re- 
lighted after a facelifting job result- 
ing from a recent fire. 

Harry Hynes, Jr., Missouri sales- 
man for Universal, convalescing from 
injuries suffered in an auto accident 
near Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

















NAOMI 
STEVENS 


CHANTS WITH A CHUCKLE 
Just Finished Return Date 


HOTEL HOLLENDEN 


CONTINENTAL CLUB 


Chesapeake, Ohio 
——————————— SE 








Allemann Det. RKO Field Rep 
Albany. 
Louis Allemann transferred by 
RKO from field rep here to similar 
post in Detroit. Maury Passero 
changes places with him. Allemann 
reported here from Salt Lake City, 
in March, when Bucky Harris went 
to New Haven territory, 





Metro Ends Charlette Pub Dept. 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Metro has eliminated the publicity 
department here which means that 
Al Burke, who has been with com- 
pany in this department for several 
years, goes to other parts. 

Bill Mattingly transferred from 
Dallas as salesman for Metro. 








THERE'S ONLY ONE 


FRANCES 
FAYE 


Direction: M.C.A. 


Charlie Baron Axed by Metro 
Pittsburgh. 

Charlie Baron, Metro euplaiienr in 
this territory for the last 10 years, 
let out in economy wave now sweep- 
ing company’s drum-beating ranks. 
No replacement planned, 

Aaron (Twig) Rosenzweig, vet- 
eran Pittsburgh lawyer, gives up 
law practices to go into film busi- 
any joining PRC as student sales- 


Allen Tolley, with Metro for seven 








years, resigned to go into sports | = 

goods. He’s the son of Ted Tolley, 

veteran head shipper at Metro. oyeey G.ees 
Chuck Reichblum, son of a local me 


theatre owner, and a junior at Syra- 
cuse U, selected as hin of five oa 
— to manager WJIV, new FM 
station set up on cam 7 
pe Bg pus by General | 

Film Row gang tossed a testi-| 
| monial dinner for Bill Scott. or 


! 


LEO KAHN 


VOCAL COACH AND ARRANGER 
210 West 54th St. Circle 6-3973 
New York City 
BY APPOINTMENT 


——— 





























a 


ompen 





CONCERTS 


| June 5th, Saskatoon; June 6th, Edmonton; 


June 7th, Calgary; June 9th, Letheridge; Mgt.—UNIVERSAL ATTRACTIONS 


565 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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Abramson Denies Bistro Op's Rap On 
‘Loyaltown Benefit; All Talent Paid 


Nat Abramson, head of the WOR? 


Artist Bureau and president of Loy- 
altown, an> organization providing 
free summer vacations for needy 
children, denied charges by Lou 
Walters, Latin Quarter, N. Y., opera- 
tor, that acts working a testin: onial 
dinner to Irving Geist, May 18, at the 
Astor hotel, N. Y., performed for 
free. 

Abramson asserts that 21 acts used 
in the show were paid even though 
all acts didn’t go on. Sole unpaid 
act was Milton Berle, who for the 


major part of the dinner sat on the} 
later. | 


dais and performed for free 


Dispute over the Geist. testimonial 


dinner arose from Walters’ conten- 
tion that acts had been approached 
to work for free at a dinner where 
majority of attendees could afford | 


to pay for entertainment, and major- 
ity of proceeds, instead of going fo1 
charity, went to pay for hotel, ball- 
room, caterer, waiters, etc. 

Abramson stated that 
charge on that score was true, in 
some respects, but defended the 
move since those attending the din- 


Walters’ 











ner had sent in donations which, so | 
far, amounts to $30,000. 
Se 








RayTerrell 
jae Deceptiomust 


ypen 
| LOEW'S STATE, New York 
June Sth 


COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theotricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Neos. 1 thru 13 for $10.00 
Nos. 14 thru 22 @ $1.00 each 
"BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 
3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 
"BOOK OF PARODIES" 
10 Sock Parodies for $7.50 


“HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 


(How to Be an Emcee) 
$3.00 Per Copy 


No C.0.D.’s on any material! If en 
route, also send permanent address. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 
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JACK PARKER 


"The Jack of Clubs" 
WEEK JUNE 4 
OLYMPIA THEATRE 

MIAMI 


Also Booked for 
GLEN RENDEZVOUS 
NEWPORT, KY. 
Direction: 

TOM FITZPATRICK 
130 West 42d St., N. Y. 
Phone: PE 6-0976 





bskinny $117.37 


La 

















PSRs BORN 
PHIL FOSTER 


CAROUSEL CLUB 
Pittsburgh 











Fostered” by 


SOL TEPPER, RKO Bidg., N. Y. 20 





| films appeared on Broadway simul- 











N.O. Cops Drive Vs. Bar 


Flies; Theatres No Like | 


New Orleans, June 2. 


Police vice squad, with the full 
approval of Mayor deLesseps Mor- 
rison, 
oust loiterers 
and 
charges other 
needed to 

Most of the raids have been con- 
ducted during theatre hours and 
theatre operators fear that this type 
of hangers-on, rather than face heavy 
fines, might invade the film houses 
to kill time and possibily make new 
“acquaintances.” 


No 
vagrancy 


cafes. 


than are | 


D.C. Proves What Nitery 
Ops Know—Biz Is Off; 
Taxes Dip 25 to 30% 


Washington, June 3. 
club biz has 
nosedive 


Nite done a nation- | 


in recent months} 
which has it currently limping along | 
at only 75% to 80% of what it was | 

' 
doing during the comparative period | 
a year ago, according to Bureau of 
Internal Revenue tax collection} 
figures. 

Squawks of the nitery owners that 
biz is on the toboggan and that the| 
20% tax bite should be lowered are | 
definitely supported by government | 
tax figures, which show that the b.o. | 
drop in the nitery field is creater | 


|than in any of the others. 


Here are some tax figures for com- 
parable months in 1946 and 1947, 
reflecting the dip: 


January, 1946, $6,157,599; January, | 





1947, $5,211,068. 
February, 1946, $6,223,801; Febru- 
ary, 1947, $5,227,070. | 
March, 1946, $6,181,009; March, | 
1947, $4,307,285. | 
April, 1946, $6,412,430; April, 1947, 


$4,888,257. 

Figures. generally represent busi- 
ness done in the late spots during 
the month before. Thus the April 
collection figures represent March 
biz. Since the tax is 20% of the tab, 
the monthly business can be — 
by multiplying the tax figures by 5 
As the figures come in for ann 
done after the month of March, the 
dowfrward trend is expected to be | 
deeper and the spread between 1946! 
and 1947 biz may be even wider 
than is shown above. 

Returns continue to show the, 
concentration of night club business 
New York state. No less than 
$1,153,728 of the latest taxes came 
from that state, or close to 25% of 
the nation’s total. Bulk is concen- 
trated in New York’s 3rd _ District, 
all of Manhattan above 23rd _ st., 
which includes the Broadway sector. 
California rates a good second, with 
upwards of $714,000 of the April 
taxes coming from Hollywood and 
San Francisco. 

Smallest nitery biz in the nation, 
on the basis of the April returns, is 
New Hampshire, which turned in a 
in taxes to Uncle 


Frequency Pays | 


Continued from page | Same 





Sam on that sector. 

















most often in films, radio, stage, etc., 
who rake in the biggest grosses. 


Recalcitrant feeling on the part of 
many top film stars was illustrated 
again last week by Van Johnson, 
who served notice on Metro that he 
wanted to make only two pictures 
each year. But Ingrid Bergman, | 
recognized as the top-drawing star | 





‘in both films and legit, owes much | 


of her popularity to the fact that | 
she has appeared in so many produc- | 
tions recently. Fact that three of her 


|taneously last year apparently en- | 
| hanced, rather than detracted from 
her popularity. From her prolific 
| film work, Miss Bergman turned to 
the stage, where her “Joan of Lor- 
was the top grosser on Broad- 


raine’ 

| way. She's now returned to the) 

Coast to make more pictures. 
Gregory Peck’s multiple pix, Al 

'Jolson’s frequent guesting on so, 
many radio shows, Jack Benny’s 


stage dates in Chicago and the Roxy, 
N. Y.. are but a few instances to in- 
dicate frequency payoffs. 


Totem Lodge Gets Name 
Break Via Henry Tobias 


Troy, June 3. 

Joe E. Lewis was the feature lure 
over the Memorial Day weekend at 
Totem Lodge, on Burden Lake, back 
of Troy. Henry Tobias, songwriter, 
director of amusements at Totem for 
many years, has a number of top 
names lined up for this summer. 


Lewis opened a new theatre built 
at the Lodge to take the place of one 
leveled by fire last September. 





this week started a drive to te 
(principally women) ? sit sar a week. 


specific | 


haul them in. i 


| to 


Motion pictures, booked from Albany 
exchanges, are also shown for guests 


Atlantic City's 
Record Holiday 


Atla 
ee 


ntic City, J 
business exceeded 
over the weekend. 
Hotels had capacity bookings, 
amusement places were crowded. 
and the visitors stood in long lines 
get meals with nearly all the 
restaurants in town open. 
despite cool weather, 
skies were clear. 


June 3. 
Memorial 
fondest hopes 


although the 


If this is a sign of things to come, 


it looks like a boom summer, de- 


} spite the pessimistic cries of some. 


tiantic City’s new racetrack, 
which opened last Monday for the 
first of two 21-day meets, saw at- 


tendance of 72,601 with a total han- 
dle of $5,214,525. 


| the July 22 opening of last year and 
a decrease of $1,851,227 in wagering, 


| with $7,065,752 bet the first week of 


last year’s season. 
There is little doubt but that the 
iat officials will put the heat on 
he New Jersey Racing Commission 
Fe a straight 42-day meeting to fall 
during the months of July and Au- 
gust next year, even if the date of 


the local and that of the Monmouth | 


county tracks conflict. 

How the track helped local amuse- 
ment business the first week will 
never be known. The 20,000 Shrin- 
ers here for the week boomed busi- 
ness to midsummer proportions. It 
estimated that the Shrine con- 
vention, hailedias the most lavish 
and colorful to ever come to the 
resort, brought $10,000,000 into the 
tills of resort businesses. 


Meanwhile most night spots op- 
erating On a seasonal basis are open, 
including Paradise, hailed as the 
oldest night spot in the country. 
Harlem, second big sepia club, start- 
ed last week to catch some of the 
Shrine business. 


is 





| subject, 
|are in a greater state of uncertainty 


'tainly not until] the U. S. 


| excuse 








Bids Hit Sales 


Continued from page 5 


deal made by 20th-Fox in Oklahoma 
City. “Razor's Edge,” a top 20th film, 
was sold to the Civic Auditorium 
and away from Warner Bros. What’s 
more remarkable is that the Audi- 
torium isn’t even a straight flicker 
house but books concerts and other 
events . besides pix. WB's theatre 
toppers are reported plenty steamed 
over the deal. 

In Spokane, Paramount has closed 
for first-run screenings of a number 
of its pix with the Post St. theatre 
of Joseph Rosenfield. In so doing, 
Par sold away from Fox-West Coast 
which has the town blanketed with 
all the big, first-run houses operat- 
ing there. Post St. house is a far 
smaller theatre, not even on the 
main stem. 

Ditto in the South 

In turn, the Wilby circuit, one of 
Par’s partners in the south, has been 
losing out on a raft of product. In 
North Carolina, for instance, dis- 
tribs such as United Artists and Uni- 
versal have been selling to suburban 
houses rather than deal with the 





Par’s deluxers in the center of NC's | 


towns. 

Those are only a few instances of 
'what’'s been happening throughout 
ithe U. S., those in the know, say. 
One sales topper, quizzed on the 
said: “Distribution practices 


‘than they've ever been before. We 


don't believe that things will settle 
down for a long time to come, cer- 
Supreme 
Court passes on the decree.” 


The decree started the process, it’s 


| said, because it had distribs thinking 


customers for the 
first time in many years. With an 
to sell away from affiliates, 
distribs found that they could make 
better deals with indies for many of 


in terms of new 


itheir pix. 








All this | 


It’s a drop of 34,- | 
1272 when comparis ic 1 rj 
| 272 when comparison is made with 











nnnaaeant 


| 


Post-Season Slump Hits Miami Beach 
With Bistros Uncertain of Summer Biz 


Miami, June 3. 

Nitery biz in this area has been 
floundering with several of the year 
round ops considering shutterings 
and some already setting summer 
closings. Post-season slump was ex- 
pected, but continued off-take by 
most clubs, despite the advent of 
conventions in town, 
bistro bonifaces worried. 


Climax came when Danny Davis 
passed the word last week that he 
was closing his Kitty Davis Club. 
Some ops dryly pointed out that he 
| remained open with scarehead ads 
that “public insistence” had forced 
him to stay open. Ads were placed 

the —s following his own clos- 
ing ta 

io Aver ue Club is closing earlier 
than pianned, Club Bali rebuilt its 
room to feature bar and popular- 
priced policy. Blackamoor room 


keeps going, as does Mother Kelly's 
(though featured acts have been dis- 
pensed with), while Paddock Club is 
running on a two-act, small band 
policy. 

Club 22, Clover Club and Blacka- 
moor seem to be doing what biz 
there is. The 22 has always been a 
popular summer late spot and is in- 


‘BMI Licensing Drive 


In Chi Area Cracks 


Blackhawk, Ist Big Spot 


Chicago, June 3. 

Broadcast Music 
of the large Loop niteries last week 
with signing of the Blackhawk res- 
taurant to a music users license. Joe 
Gates, midwest rep, also signed the 


Lions and Milford ballrooms to con- | 


tracts, and is huddling with William 
Karzas, 
gon ballrooms. 


Chi Cafe Owners met last week, | 
escape an- | 


but stalled for time to 
nounced crackdown by BMI against 
recalcitrant clubs, by claiming that 
biz had fallen off sharply and that 
they were embroiled in drawing up 
a petition to American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
for revision of present rates. If peti- 


tion is met, CCO says that BMI con- | 


ferences would continue. When so 
informed, BMI said that CCO had 


since February to consider and that | 
| biz conditions were worse in other | 
ops were | 


sections and that bistro 
complying in those areas. 


Gates expects to make swing of 
summer spots soon to work out ar- | 


rangements for seasonal contracts. 


Murphy Pacts N.Y. Aqua 





For New Water Follies | 


Elliott Murphy, who operated 
Aquacade at former World’s Fair 
site at Flushing Meadows, N. Y., 
for past two seasons, will operate 
again this summer with combo 
vaude revue and water follies, 
opening July 1. 

Show will comprise water ballet 
of 24 girls, several aquatic clowns 
and six vaude acts, with shows on 
nightly schedule and pool available 
for swimmers in daytime. 





| Exception is the Clover, 
has all of the | 


| of trade, 
| despite 10% 


| and 


Stalling a full show this week. Bar 
of Music keeps its regular patron- 
age, though Bill Jordan, owner, 
plans a midsummer vacash. 

Of the group none can boast heavy 
dough biz. But those operating on a 
no minimum policy are doing okay. 
which has @ 
small minimum, but also the Vaga- 
bonds, one of the better draws in 
this area, to militate against any loss 
minimum wise. Kitty Davis’ 
off gimmick’ for dinner 
patrons, still continues to charge the 
highest 


minimum for supper trade, 

with white table cloths showing the 
effect. 

Most clubs are waiting for sum- 

mer vacationers. But what will 

happen come the late August and 


september 
tion 


dog days is a moot ques- 
Ops can’t cry “too many spots 
open.” Neither can they say the 
“names” are taking their trade to 
the lush bistrcs. It's dog eat dog 
the pickings even there aren't 
good. They just can't believe 
that the national slump in cafe biz 
could ever come to Miami, but un- 
fortunately it’s here, 
Ss 


too 











cracked the first 


owner of Trianon and Ara- | 


DOROTHY 
BLAINE 





ORCHIDS to Dorothy Blaine, who 
sings like Lauren Bacall looks and 
looks like her, too... 


WALTER WINCHELL. 





Cc eanenates. 


HOTEL LAST FRONTIER 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 





Direction: 


SENIA GAMSA 
i697 B’ way, New York City, CO 5-4216 








| 139 E. 57th St., N. ¥. C. 
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FROM MAY [5th to AUGUST I5th 


WITH EVERY PROFESSIONAL SITTING, THIS ADVER. 
TISEMENT, WHEN PRESENTED, WILL BE GOOD FOR 


ONE Iixl4 BEAUTIFULLY COLORED ENLARGEMENT 


You'LL enjoy being photographed in our 
DELIGHTFULLY AIR CONDITIONED STUDIOS 
BOSTON STUDIO 


KENMORE 5-30 
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Night Club Reviews 


(Copacabana, N. Y. 
Mitzi Green, Mel Torme, Copsey 
& Ayres, Michele Thomas, Terry | 
Allen, Nancy Doran, Copa Girls, | 
Michael Durso Orch, Fernando | 
Alvares Band; $3.50 minimum. 








Mitzi Green continues to enhance 
the talent she revealed as a young- 
ster. There are still the imitations, 
recollections of the Palace heyday, , 
and she still has much of the impish | 
quality that endeared her to millions | 
of filmgoers as the gamin of pix, but | 
now she holds the floor alone in this, 
the top cafe in America, on a repeat 
engagement. And whams the audi- 
ence whatever she does. 

Her takeoff on Hildegarde is dev- | 
astating, and it’s an item that she 
must include whatever the show and 
no matter the number of times she’s | 
done it. Ditto for her topper, the 
impresh of Sophie Tucker, probably 
her best. 

Otherwise, this show has 
derable entertainment for 
class, including Mel Torme 


consid- 
mass or 
(New 


Acts), whisper-voiced singer; Copsey | . 


& Ayres, with their nifty dance 
satires; Michele Thomas, operatic- 
voiced production singer; Nancy Do- | 
ran, sultry, dark-haired looker in the 
production mumbers, and = Terry 
Allen, male production singer. It is, 
above all, a show whose supporting | 
performers are unusually good to 
loak at. 

Copsey & Ayres are much im- 
proved since they broke in their act 
a couple of years ago, and they rate 
the two spots they get here. The 
gal’s a beaut, which is a notable at-.| 
traction of the pair, but they get 
over strongly, too, with their East 
Indian impressionistic dancing, along 
with the “Frankie and Johnny” type 
of routine that they do in the clos- 
ing production number. Miss Thomas 
would ordinarily seem out of place 
in the volatile atmosphere of a 
nitery, because of her operatic so- 
prano, but her good looks don’t make 
that point too obvious. 

The Copa Girls are up to the 
usually high looker standing set by 


Monte Proser, the Copa boss. The 
Billy Livingston-designed costumes 
are, as usual, plenty colorful. Mi- 


chael Durso batons a neat show, with 
Fernando Alvarez handling the Latin 
dance beats. 
Bob Hilliard and Sammy Mysels 
have written some original okay 
tunes for the show, notably “Cari- 
ocan Song” and “Red Silk Stockings 
and Green Perfume,” the latter al- 
ready on the road to — 
ahn. 


Cloud Room, Portland 
Portland, Ore., May 23. 
Merry Macs (4), Ted Cook, Eddie 
Flenner’s Orch (5); no minimum; 
85c. cover, $1.50 Saturday. 


————= 


The Merry Macs are drawing big 


at the Cloud Room, proving once 
again that Portlanders are willing 
to go for top entertainment. The 


foursome puts plenty of bounce into , 


their numbers, going over with “Pass 
the Biscuits, Mirandy.” Follow with 
novel Lucius Beebe stanza for addi- 
tional salvos. Imogene Lynn, blonde 
chirper, highlights her solo bits 


with comedy. Other selections in- | 


9 66 


clude “Great Day Coming, 
Or Later,” “I’m Forever Blowing 
Bubbles” and “Molly Malone.” Eddie 
Flenner’s lads accompany singers 
arn! join in fun of act. 

Ted Cook emcees and has own 
slot for “Sam, You Made the Pants 
Too Long”.-and dialect yarns for 
good response. Brig. 


Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Eddie Davis, .Trudy Richards, 
Mayo Bros. (2), Tahja, Judy Sar- 
eant, Danny Sullivan, Frank Shep- 
erd’s Dancers (6), Art Waner’s 
Orch (6); $3.50 minimum. 





Sooner | 


ence from walkon and holds ’em | acroantics to Latin rhythms. At- 
with impreshes of Cass Dailey, | tractive gal sings while male duo} 
| Martha Raye and Joan Davis. Tops display gracefully conceived lifts. 
them with takeoff on a WAC in the, and tosses for begoff hand. Low 


j 
| 


‘ 


| 


| 
| 
| 
} 


Had My Life to Live Over” 
Irish medley for nice salvos. 


Mayo Bros., slick looking lads in | 
with fast dance | 


blue suits, score 
routines atop platform, accentuating 
taps and acro-eccentric that register 
well. Shuffle stuff is especially 
standout. Trudy Richards, nice 
looking songstress, does neat job on 
“Sunny Side of the Street,” “That's 
My Desire” and “Mahzel.” Line fol- 
lows in “St. Louis Blues” number as 
buildup for Tahja well-executed 
Idol Worship dance, with Davis clos- 
ing the show and bringing every- 
body on for a zippy finale. 
fast stanza all 
plenty good specialties to keep both 
visiting firemen and Broadway hep- 
sters happy. Edba. 


Boulevard Room. Chi 
(STEVENS HOTEL) 
Chicago, May 28. 
Lathrop & Lee, Bobby May, Lee 


Gilmore, Henry Brandon Orch (12), | 


Line (12): $3 minimum. 


Room which has depended heav- 





ily on production numbers of Dor- | 


othy Dorben hits the jackpot in cur- 
rent show. Miss Dorben outdoes 
herself with “Dixie Doin’s,” 
plete with lavish costumes and a 
Mississippi river boat stage set. 
Show opens with Lee Gilmore 
effectively selling “What's Doin in 
Dixie” while line comes out in yel- 
low hoopskirts and ruffled pan- 
taloons for old-fashioned plantation 
tap. Tempo increases and ponies 
strip off skirts and pantalettes leav- 
ing brief bodice while they cakewalk 
to “Working On the Lévee,” for 


some applause. Other numbers, also | 
hoopskirted 


southern, are another 
production in which Nanon Miller, 
featured dancer, in short white puffy 
ballet costume, highlights a cotton 
festival as she pirouettes and leaps 
through a charming routine as the 
cotton queen. Closing number 
sensuous bit with gals in slinky river- 
front trollop outfits. After fast step- 
ping to “Porgy and Bess” music, 
stage is darkened and girls dance in 
radium light for top blackface effect. 
All production numbers get a solid 


and | 


It’s a} 
the way.and has | 





com- | 


} 
} 


background of baritone from Gil- | 


to his tunes. 


Lathrop & Lee have the deuce} 


more who adds zest and spontaneity | 


spot and click with old but well | 


executed tap 
on, he 
white gown, for short duet. 
turns in tight slinky satin 


routines. 


Gal re- 


It Easy!” to terrif applause. 
Bobby May earns good applause 
from juggling sequence with Indian 


side down feat during which he 
juggles while standing on _ head. 
Harry Brandon with his orch of 
four sax, three brass, two strings 
and three rhythm win well-earned 
mitt for nifty show-backing. Loop. 


King 0©° Clubs. Portland 
Portland, Ore., May 28. 
Ada Lynne, Helen Harper, Lenny 
Russell, Tommy Smith, Wyn Walk- 
er’s Orch (6); no minimum; 85c. 
cover, $1.50 Saturday. 





Top billing at the King O’ Clubs 


green | 


‘gown for another smart duet, “Take | this mainland spot they’re drawing 


They come | 
in tux and she in slit low! 


| clubs and tennis balls. Payoff is up- | 


| 
| 


| 


| out of the local picture. 


| port, 


is | 


nicely wth smart arrangements. Her 
French “Vive La Canadienne” is 
socko, her best. Though fine on 
Spanish rhythms, Miss Robi, how- 
ever, makes the slight mistake, in 
this particular town, of preferring 
them to more modernized and 
pepped-up French Canadian 
lore melodies, But she, neverthe- 


less, scores handsomely with “Chi- | 


quita,” “If Love Were Not Aflame,” 
a French version of Carmen Mir- 
anda’s “Chic-a-Chic-a-Boom,” etc. 
Tap dancer Nancy Belle is tall and 
attractive; she does three solos, her 
taps and spins being fast and pre- 
cise. New line of Mildred Ray girls 
does run-of-the-mill routines but 
costuming helps. Norma Hutton 
smartly leads a smart band with the 
help of key-pianist Leo Lafond. 
Marc. 


Latin Quarter. N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

No matter how they change the 
current show topped by Sophie 
Tucker, the draw still belongs to 
Soph. Spot just considers such 
changes a matter of providing re- 
peat trade with something new. 

With the new surrounding lures, 
Pinky Lee, Andre, Andre and Bon- 
nie, the show is given a stronger 
aura of nostalgia, especially when 
Lee is on. Not that Lee is an old- 
timer, but he’s a comic developed 
out of burlesque, which has passed 
Lee, fur- 
ther discussed under New Acts, re- 
calls the oldtime vigor of the burle- 
cue comics. He’s a versatile and 





folk- | 


| 


/merly partnered with Georges Tabet, 


} 
| 


| single. 


| 


| 


often funny lad that scarcely misses | 
anything to get his message across, | 


and walks off to a powerful hand. 

Andre, Andre and Bonnie in this 
show, eschew their mannikin act 
and indulge in a good brand of acro- 
ballroomology. This room is ideal 
for this trio, having the necessary 
height for their three-highs and suf- 
ficient floor-space to form good 
dance designs. The _ slightly-built 
femme gets a good quota of audience 
gasps with her work as middle sup- 
Garner hefty mitts. 

Rest of the show has the Debonairs 
(5) doing their intricate and witty 
ballet-mechanique as well as sundry 
song and dance “chores in the pro- 
duction, and regular terp production 
spots by Hal Raywin, Cecil Lewin 
and Chic Gladke. Jose. 





Clever Club. Miami 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Miami, May 28. 
Undoubtedly the top “off season” 
draw in town are the Vagabonds. 
Playing their fifth engagement in 


good biz. 

The zany musical quartet are 
proving, in these weeks of doldrums, 
that they can bring them in at any 
time of the year. Stint has been 
streamlined to gain full values from 
musical and comedy antics. Where 
before the laugh making was con- 
centrated on Pete Petersen, the bass 
player, the biz has been spread 
around among the four to get more 
laughs. Result is a fresh look about 
their routines that gets  yocks. 
Standouts are “Dark Eyes,” “South 
Seas” and the hill billy satire on 
the laugh side, with “I Wonder,” 
which they recorded some-time ago, 
getting sock applause! Get plenty 


50 iminutes. Have been renewed for 


goes to Ada Lynne, impersonator , another four weeks. 


and comedienne. She captures audi- 


Los Hermanos trio score with 


service and two songs: “Hurray, | ceiling militated against any of the 


Hollywood!” and 
Solid applause and begoff. 

Hélen Harper, acro ballet dancer, 
scores with some outstanding terp- 
ing. Her ballet training is much in 
evidence, making her difficult rou- 
tines look easy. 

Lenny Russell, held over, con- 
tinues to get good returns with his 
panto-song stint. Using. recordings 
of Durante, Danny Kaye and others, 
he mimics them with character- 


Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y., preemed its | istic gestures and facial expressions 
new summer show last Friday (30) | with accuracy. 
and, despite reported offish biz in| 


other precincts, drew. a nifty crowd.| the payees with dulcet renditions of 


Eddi 
the niface setup, 


toplines 
demonstrates 


more potently 


and | way,” 
than | and 


Tommy Smith, local crooner, wins 


Davis, the histrionic end of ; “Old Man River,” “Lullaby of Broad- 
“I'm Watching Over You’, 


emcees show neatly. Wyn 


his undisputed right to title of Walker's rhythm crew background 


lown Prince of 52d street. 


part of the N. Y. nightlife scene— | 


and still are. 
newies for the occasion but only 
tossed off a couple, due to inability 
to rehearse the others, but what he 
sends across hits the jackpot. He's 
termporarily camphored the Gilbert 
& Sullivan parody for a new treat- 


He has a batch of | 


ment, replacing with a new chanty, | 


“Book of the Month,” 
salty item that rolls "em and follows 
with ‘My Wife Won’t Let Me Run 


a somewhat | 


im °48” to knock ‘em for another | 
loop. Then segues into straight bal- 
lading, On which he’s” equally 


adept, of “Anniversary Song,” “Peg 
O’ My Heart” and others for solid 
applause and begoff promise that 
he’ll do more in the later show. Art 
Waner does neat job on the piano 
acconips. 

Show tees off with Shepherd sex- 
te:. niftily costumed, in a fast en- 
semble number. Judy Sargeant fol- 
lows with slick acro-terping to nice 
reception, topping with pagan gypsy 
dance. 


Danny Sullivan, doubling as | : 
emcee, slots his own contrib of bari- | Canadian 


HiS | show nicely and equally good for 
Rabelaisian ditties have long been customer dscanpation. sy 


Brig. 


El Moroeeceo, Montreal 
Montreal, May 29. 
Johnny Howard, Alys Robi, Nancy 


ton Orch, Peter Barry Rhumba Trio; 
no cover; minimum, $1.50. 

Emcee-comedian Johnny Howard 
is back for his eighth engagement at 
this local nitery. A spontaneous 
humor and his established material 
put him over. Howard gives out 
more than ever with his sharp and 
amazing whistling, doing classical 
stuff with happy results. At night 
show caught, comic Alan Gale was 
present and Howard got him on the 
floor, adding to the fun. Howard 
still does his Army rookie stint and 
his impromptu wording on a theme, 
either in French, Russian, Hebrew, 
Irish, etc. His French rendition, 
with some Hebrew thrown in, scores 
heavily here. 


Belle, Milray Lovelies, Norma Hut- | 


| haustable 


| Griffin 


| floor but knows 


act, but ringsiders gave out with 
plenty gasps on what was displayed. 

Tony Lopez and orch background 
in neat manner and get them on 
floor in large numbers with 
Latin-American rhythms. Lary. 


Bagatelle, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 





parently relying upon risque singers 
to hypo biz. Dorothy Ross, at the 


Bagatelle, probably is one of the 
best in that category, having built 


hotel. 
lowed her uptown, and the cafe is 
hitting neat grosses. 


| failed 


| *‘Mam’selle”’ 


| versions. 





New Acts 


JACQUES PEALS 
Songs 
20 Mins. 
Persian Room, New York 
Jacques Peals (ne Pils) was for- 


as a sort of French Van & Schenck, 
but today comes to postwar America 
at the height of renewed Franco- 
American amity and an accented 
U.S. receptivity to the Gallic idiom. 
Only now he’s a bouncing juvenile 
Husband of Lucienne Boyer, 
herself a now well-established “come- 
back” click at Cafe Society Uptown, 


N.Y.. at beaucoup American d'argent, | 


Peals on his own has a cemmercial 
future in the States. 

Unconsciously reminiscent of the 
joie de vivre Maurice Chevalier, he 


has the same inflections, verve and | 


the 
hard. 
of his 
need 
fact, 
other 


without hitting 
takeoff on the button too 
But Peals alsc has enough 
own to register. He doesn't 
the carbon-copy onus and, in 
should accent a few of his 
assets. 

For instance, he’s quite a song- 
smith. They like to know and-then- 
I-wrote, if it’s sufficiently 
ing. The only nod to a songsmith 
that Peals accorded was given to 


vocal attack 


Alstone, composer of “Symphonie,” | 


present at the preem. He should 
also accent his Columbia recordings 
and his French film hit in “Alone 
in the Night.” 

Arthur Lesser, his manage. (who 
also handles Maurice Chevalier), has 
to do for Peals what has 
proved so successful for The Lip, 
and that is the accent on English. 
Peals can handle Yank tal’: suffi- 
ciently well to mix up his French 
lyrics more. He goes only part of 
the way, by explaining the lyric con- 
tent and, in some numbers, such as 
and “Symphonie” he 
wisely does both French and English 
But although 
plains the lyrics of “Each in His 
Own Place” and the “Folies Bergere” 
numbers, a second chorus in Eng- 
lish would add considerable to the 
impact. It’s somewhat different with 
his wife’s repertoire; Miss Boyer’s 
now classic “Si Petite,” “Parlez Moi 
d'Amour,” “Hands Across the Ta- 
ble,” and the like, ave so well known 
they don’t baffle the average Amer- 
ican nitery customer. Two other 
good numbers are Peals’ “great-to- 


be-here” lyric, and then a salute 
_to his own “beautiful, liberated 
| France.” 


He’s personable in his dinner jack- 
et and is possessed of a sufficiently 
robust voice to question whether he 


needs the mike in a room like the 
Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room. He} 
works with it throughout. Peals 


here as he'll take the room into its 
annual summer closing. Otherwise 
Pancho and his orchestra give Peals 
excellent orchestral support, alter- 


appeal- | with his “Mam’selle” going over, too. 





| 





MEL TORME 
Songs 

13 Mins. 
Copacabana, N. Y. 


It’s a little too early, perhaps 
tell whether Mel te A Say 0 sgPleng 
cipient or just a downright victim of 
one of the biggest publicity cam. 
paigns given a new singer since 
Sinatra, The buildup has been ter- 
rific, and Torme is going to have 
considerable trouble living up to it. 


Torme has a considerable element 
of commercial value, and it’s mainly 
because of that ballyhoo that he 
should rise in stature. Actually 
though, his voice is negligible, being 
whispery and almost confusing at 
first hearing. But he has obvious 


| style and has learned all the nuances 


} and 


tricks of the veteran singer 
And the kid knows how to belt those 
tunes at the dames, a factor that’s 
enhanced by his “cuteness” and lit- 
tle boy quality. Blonde and sallow 
he’s small in stature, though not as 
anemic-looking as the Voice, but 
enough to inspire the gals to that 
mother urge. 


Torme knows how to mix up his 


| tunes between rhythm and ballads. 


He does the oldie “You Oughta Be 
in Pictures” as a good pace-cha: = 


ge 


5& 


| “County Fair” is his encore, com- 


| 


posed by himself. 

With guys like Sinatra and Torme 
around, a guy’s always gotta be diet- 
ing to get along. Kahn. 


YVONNE CHEVALIER 
Songs 


| 18 Mins. 
| Chateau, N. Y. 


Yvonne Chevalier (no relation to 
Maurice) started her career in N.Y, 


'swankeries circa 1941, but, until now, 


| has escaped attention 


of Variety's 


New Act files. ‘(Miss Chevalier 


IS 


| not to be confused with Yvonne Val- 
| lee, former wife of Maurice Cheval- 


he first ex- | 


| L’Anglaise, 
| these 
| she does only two in 


ier). 

Right now Gallic singers are rid- 
ing a high crest of popularity, namely 
Maurice Chevalier, Jean Sablon, 
Lucienne Boyer and Charles Trenet. 
Now that she’s dwelling mostly on 
it’s not the move for 

Of her five numbers, 
the mother- 
tongue. Both of these come off bet- 
ter than her Anglican songs. She's 
more at home in French numbers 


times. 


|; and able to give them topnotch in- 


| Sale,” 


| the net effect. 


| execu 


nating with Mark Monte’s versatile | 
/-RONNA LORD 


Continentals who, for a quartet, pro- 
duce beaucoup dansapation. 


A footnote to Peals’ engagement, 


; : | in relation to the Hotel Plaza, and 
of encores which run stint to some | 


that goes for many hostelries in 
these _ back - to - normal-don't-you- 


| know-the-war-is-over days, is that 


! 


' 
| 


“I'm Confessing.” | breathtaking stunts associated with | 


their | 


$1.50 and $2 cover charge business. 
Maybe such surefire draws as Hilde- 
garde, who is a Persian Room fix- 


| ture, can continue to get that cou- 


vert, but the hostelries don’t seem 
to differentiate between established 
attractions and just good specialties. 
Maybe, too, this broaches a problem 
in hostelry operation for the Hilton 
Hotels chain (in this particular in- 
stance), and for others, on the theory 
that if they drop the couvert and 
just adhere to a “minimum” it 





| house 


terpretation. 


During her English numbers, she 
attempts too dramatic a_ presenta- 
tion, especially in her “Love For 
which listens fine as long as 
she’s singing it, but dramatics spoil 
Some of her special 


material, as evidenced in “A Girl’s 


Best Friend Is No,” has its moments 


will probably be the final attraction | of humor and - melody. 


Her piano 
accomps are well-thought out and 
ted by her husband, Jacques 
Belasco, who composes and conducts 
several air shows. Jose. 





Songs 
1L Mingy 
Le Ruban Bleu, New York 


Ronna Lord is said to be an Al 
Siegel protegee but that expert vocal 
coach, who numbers some show busi- 
ness greats among his pupils, hasn’t 
got the timbre here. At least not as 
she debuted. Somewhat Bacallish in 
personality and sartorial influence, 
her deep-throated vocal style doesn’t 
come off. Siegel presumably visu- 
alized her a “sultry” song stylist but 
while her “Chinatown,” and “Lime- 
Blues” and “Ghost of a 


| Chance” vocal-histrionics are in that 
|idiom, the impact is light. 


} 


Apart from the need for further 


would automatically stamp this act | Seasoning, before bowing into a class 
as worth the cover charge, and the | Spot such as this, Miss Lord's spot, 
other as being possibly of doubtful | following the volatile Day, Dawn & 
| b.o. calibre. |D 


Many eastside intimeries are ap- | 


Nonetheless, the hotels must hark 
back to the standard idea that its 
band and entertainment appurte- 
nances are ballyhoo media for the 


establishment. Of course, in recent 
up a sizable following through her 
long run at the George Washington | 


Clientele has apparently fol- | 


Miss Ross has a terrif knowing | 
way with the audiences, can handle | 


them to encourage banter from the 
how and when to 
curb things when the going gets 
rough. The repartee, is naturally a 
sideline to her Freudian chanties, of 
which she has an apparently inex- 
catalog. Numbers are 
such that audiences are taken aback 
at times, but with Miss Ross’ expert 
handling, she keeps them in line. 

Other entertainment by Wally 
(New Acts), provides 
the straight relief, 

The Bagatelle is on the site of the 


is 
who 


former La Vie Parisienne and still 
retains the Gallic motif, which 
Arthur Lesser, now concerned pri- 


marily with handling Maurice Chev- 


| alier, Lucienne Boyer and other top- 


Headlined with Howard is French- | 


chanteuse, Alys Robi. 


toning “Song Coming On,” “if I. Sharply dressed, Miss Robi delivers | 


notch importations, found to be a 
goldmine for a period. Current oper- 
ation is apparently along profitable 
lines, inasmuch as with a $1.50 and 
$2 minimum for a comparatively 
brief show and no heavy expense 
for orchs, spot gets rapid turnover 
Jose. 


years, everybody wanted to collect 
on every possible sidelight and side 
line. Certainly, selling rooms isn’t 
the problem it wag a decade ago, 
let us say, when the same hotels 
who spurn the transients were woo- 
ing ‘em with all sorts of “service.” 
rates, and the like. And not a few 


'of the biggest ones had gone through 


) 


the wringer, 


All of which economic exposition 
may bea bit removed from Monsieur 
Peals’ U.S. debut, yet pertinent since 
they've forgotten the values or fall- 


usk trio of colored male songsters, 


| is too tough. Tony Mele and Carlo 





en into a rut of thinking those mad-_ 


spending war days are still with us 
Fact is that Peals’ debut might have 
been more socko sans the couvert. 
Right now all of show business is 
pleading in Washington to cut that 
wartime 20% amusement tax. And 
the couverts only further complicate 
the surcharges to potential custom- 
ers, The accent, perforce. is on the 
lries because the niteries, with 
eqflertainment, have wisely segued 
to the $3.50-$4.50 minimum-charge 
idea, in the main, knowing that the 
average—and the psychology—pays 
off better. Even if there are enough 
hidden charges in the so-called no- 
couvert spots, the customers think 
they're getting a better break 
Abel. 


hoste 


undoubtedly faced a routining prob- 
lem, because Marian Bruce, attrac- 
tive colored balladist, is another 
single who specializes in straight- 
fortward chirping. Otherwise the 
spot maintains high calibre with 
Leonard Elliot & Irma Jurist, Wally 
Blacker as emcee and the Cedric 
Wallace Trio for the interludes and 
supporting music. Abel. 


PINKY LEE 
Comedy 

15 Mins. 

Latin Quarter, N. Y. 

Pinky Lee.is a vet performer who’s 
graduated from burley and now has 
a cafe act that can get the attention 
of the family trade. He’s a lad that 
works with considerable vigor and 
a good deal of the old Minsky 
flavor. His costume is a cafe refine- 
ment of the comedy garb of the 
strip-circuit, does his gab in lisp, 
does a peeling act and winds I" 


| blackface. 


His big item is recitation of 3 
scenario built around himself. While 
the idea and wordage has a familiat 


slant, he gives it fresh angles and 


consequently 
amused. 


keeps the  payees 


Lee has been working Coast cafes 
for sometime and has perfected h's 
act to the point where it’s ac- 
ceptable for mass-audience clientele 
in niteries or vaude. ose. 
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House Reviews 








State, N. Y. 
Edwards Bros. (3), Berry Bros. 
(2), Ross & Stone, Smoothies (3), 
Leo Carrillo, Chadwicks (2), Lou 
Basil House Orch; “Fabulous Dor- 


seys” (UA). 


Headed by. Leo Carrillo’s dialect 
stories, it’s standard vaude fare at 
the State this week. Lou Basil's 
house band opens with an okay ar- 
rangement of “Anniversary Song” 
paving the way for the three Ed- 
wards Bros., hand-to-hand balancing 
iurn. Youthful trio top some diffi- 
cult routines with one of its mem- 
bers doing handstand atop several 
chairs piled vertically on soda 
bottles on a table. Close to good re- 
turns. 

Berry Bros., Negro dancers, 
off with a quasi-acro routine using 
a cane to leap over. Follow with a 
Lindy plus more acrostuff 
pair of canes. Fast terping registers 
well. Comedy turn of Benny Ross 
and Maxine Stone needs fresh ma- 
terial. Ross, a suave character in 
grey suit, vocals a couple of stand- 
ard tunes while Miss Stone, blonde, 
in orange gown feigns indifference. 
Pair then does some comic patter 
and gal closes with some high kicks 
for mild reception. 

The Smoothies, 


harmony trio 


comprising Charlie, Little and Babs | 


Ryan, who stem from radio, is a 
smartly rounded act whose radio 
satirizations, straight warbling plus 


an audience participation stunt are 
well received. Decked out in light 
tan suits, lads have visual appeal 
as well as the gal in white suit. 
Trio open with “It’s a Good Day” 
then rib the disk jocks and singing 
commercials. Sel) their recent 
waxing of “Sin to Tell a Lie” nicely. 


Close with some oldies such as 
“Hello, Frisco, Hello.” 

Carrillo, again on p.a.’s for the 
umpteenth time, sports a_ heavily 


embroidered tan cowboy suit. Opens 
with a monologue about his experi- 
ences in New York followed by a 
characterization of an Italian, who's 
uvfamiliar with a dial phone, call- 
the morgue. Making frequent 
yr “erences to his picture, he slips 
i: o his natural voice and also pays 
t ‘bute to the fans for their sup- 
port. Also does a verse-like spiel 
2 the “Story That Describes Hol- 
lywood” which contains such classic 
lines as Hollywood is where 
“siue sky bends like a_ turquoise 
couopy to meet the horizon.” While 
his material could have _ been 
punchier, Carrillo proves an audi- 
erve satisfier nevertheless. 

‘he Chadwicks, ballroom’ team, 
w.od up the show with some fair 
terping. Femme’s a tall, rangy gal 
wearing mustard-colored gown 
while partner's a lean, lithe male. 
His forte is spinning gal about at 
various levels in a horizontal posi- 
tion. Other dancing is rather or- 
dinary. 


je 


Palomar. Seattle 
Seattle, May 29. 

Sioux City Sue & Sis, Mel Ody, 
Jimmy Wakely & Saddle Pals; “Song 
of the Sierras’ (Mono) and “Born 
to Speed” (PRC). 

With only three acts this week, 
show at the Palomar suffers from 
dragginess of Mel Ody’s turn, but 
comic juggler is equal to it, garner- 
ing nice applause. Juggling routines 
okay, but patter needs punching up. 

Sioux City Sue & Sis open show 
with western songs, teeing off with 
signature song and seguing into “I 
Want to Be a Cowboy's Sweetheart.” 
Sis dees some high note yodeling 
which gets over. 

Jimmy Wakely & Saddle Pals 
offer standard western songs and 
comic routines, which audience went 
for, chiefly because Wakely sells 
himself with a nice, unassuming 
manner. Group does “You're Some- 
body’s Rose Now,” “Dobe Hacienda” 
and others with the Pals being given 
specialties which are handled well, 
sap gal Dick Rinehart’s mando- 
in turn. 

Sue and Sis return to warble 
“Back in the Saddle Again” with the 
boys, and Wakely and Pals wind 
with “Cool Waters” and a medley of 
western songs that garner good ap- 
plause. Reed. 


Earle. Philly 
Philadelphia, May 29. 
Tex Beneke & Glenn Miller Orch 
with Moonlight Serenaders, Garry 


Stevens; Tyler, Thorn & Roberts; 
Eddie Bartell: “Lost Honeymoon” 
(PRC), 


Tex Beneke and the Glenn Miller 
orchestra got off to a good start on 
opening day Friday (30) with plenty 
of customers on the Memorial Day 
holiday, with indications of boff b.o. 
take on the week's engagement 


Beneke earns his dough in a 





| adeptly 


tee | 


with a| 
paced, 





| set 





lon holiday 





‘ 


nooga Choo Choo” 
tune with clever lyrics entit 
“Blues of the Record Man,” sagiban 
with the tribulations of a disk jock, 
Also on the vocal side, a person- 
able young chap named Garry Stev- 
ens scores with baritoning of 
“Linda” and “Mam’selle.” 
_ The band itself, distinguished for 
Its smooth brand of music. opens 
with “In the Mood,” and moves along 
through “Falling Leaves,” the stir- 
ring “Meadowlands,” and a Miller 
medley 


Be That 
Blue.” 
The 


Way” and “Rhapsody in 
lighter side of the show 
ac handled by two good acts. 
l'yler, Thorn & Roberts. and Eddie 
Bartell, one of the original 
Rogues, 

Trio offer 
comedy dancing, 


is 


is clever knockabout 
Their act is well- 
ce’ continually” interesting and 
efficiently laugh-provoking. _ 


Bartell’s act consists of telling a} 


' 


| Feature, “So You Want to Lead 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


y of “18th Century Drawing | 
Room,” “Same Old Dream.” “Don't | 


Radio | 


couple of jokes, and then launching | 


into a series of imitations, including 
Kate Smith, Winchell, Ben Grauer 
Fred Allen, Jimmy Durante. et al. 
His encore impersonation of the late 
President Roosevelt, with the 
“speech” blending in with the 
Memorial Day spirit, tops applause 
meter. ? 

Biz when caught. 


Apolle, N. Y. 

Louis Jordan’s Tympany 5. George 
Hudson Orch (15) with Jimmy Brit- 
ton; Mitchell & Gibson, Rosebud. 
John Mason, John Vigal & Vivian 
Harris; “Scotland Yard Investigator’ 
(Rep). 


Shal. 


colored show 
banner week. 
ands slick 
to-back with George 
larger crew there's plenty torrid 
tunes and comedics to keep payees 
stomping and happy. Stood ‘em up 
weekend and looks a 
cinch to retain pace for remainder 


This 
for 
Jordan 


With 


musickers 


Louis 
back- 


| of run. 


'rhythm, six brasses and 








| 


Hudson's crew, comprising three 
five reeds, 
lean to jump arrangements most of 
the way and background acts in neat 
fashion. Teeing off with a 
“Hudson Bounce,’ Hudson 
out Jimmy Britton for neat bariton- 


ing of “Mam/’selle”’ and “Besame 
Mucho.” 
Mitchell & Gibson follow and 


click with their knockabout comedy, 


parodies and hoofing. Lads are adept | 


in all divisions, garnering laughs 
and walk off to solid applause. Band 
takes over for jump version of “I'l 
Never Be The Same” as prelude for 
Rosebud, shapely gal dancer, who 
unleashes a modified cooch, without 


sacrificing main ingredients, to win | 


approval of the males in audience. 
Hudson and lads give out satis- 
factorily on brace of numbers, 
“Sleep” and “Body and Soul” to set 
things for the house comics, John 
Mason, Vivian Harris, John Vigal 
in a burley blackout for lotsa laughs. 
Jordan & Tympany 5, now 7, ankle 
on to steal the show. Their music 
contribs are solid as ever and Jor- 
dan continues to knock himself out 
on comedics and vocals. Outstanding 
of latter are “I Know What You're 
Putting Down,” “I'll Be Ready To- 
morrow Night,” and “Jack, You're 
Dead,” all in comedy vein with 
slight indigoisms and sold for tops. 
Off to near ovation. 
Fast show all the way. Edba. 


Chicago. Chi 
Chicago, May 30. 
Sammy Kaye Orch (16) with 
Laura Leslie, Don Cornell, Kaye 
Choir and Kayedettes (3): Olsen & 
Joy, Canfield Smith; “That Way 
with Women” (WB). 


Decoration Day had Chicago thea- 
tre ay capacity business with 
Sammy Kaye and musical aggrega- 
tion on deck... chalking up another 
hit for house. Format of show is 
pretty much same as Kaye's pre- 
vious stage appearances, but returns 
are hefty which proves that fans 
are satisfied. Band comprising 
16, Kaye choir and three singing 
Kayedettes, latter group teeing off 
with “My Adobe Hacienda.” Laura 
Leslie, vocalist, scores in “Managua, 


Nicaragua” and “What Every Young | 


Girl Should Know.” 
Olsen and Joy. dance team, and 
Canfield Smith, ventro, who have 


been traveling with Kaye package, | 


are solid laugh getters. Duo does 


fast, flashy bit with boy in purple | 


sailor suit doing contortion, while 
girl in brief bustled affair does cart- 
wheels sans hands. Later do jitter- 
bug to “One O'clock Jump.” Off to 


/nce returns. 
Smith does a nifty ventro act. 
giving lift to usual type of patter. 


quadruple capacity as band leader, | 


vocalist, sax soloist and master 
ceremonies, all of which he performs 
with skill and aplomb. The Miller 


Musical style is retained, presenting 


4 pleasant balance of brass and 
strings from the 31-piece group 

_ In the vocal department, Beneke 
JOINS In with ‘the Moonlight Sere- 
Naders, three young lads and a 
jooker in a white evening gown. on 


of | 


@ harmonious rendition of “Chatta- | 


straighting to dummy’s gag and vocal 
antics. Act better than average 
because Smith does remarkable job 
of making lips seem closed. 

Don Cornell, band baritone, also 
does first rate job on “Red Silk 
Stockings” and “That's My Desire,’ 
assisted by Miss Leslie and Kaye- 
dettes. Also does Ink Spots impresh 


is 


of “Climb the Highest Mountain” 
for nice salvos. 
All numbers are excellent, but 


| themselves 
flagship looks | 


Hudson’s | 


| 
} 


sizzler, | 
brings 





and a novelty |/™@sinary son, “This Is Our Anni- 


| versary,” and then Ryan does second 
take on chorus. 


Band” had many anxious young- 


sters staying three shows and those | 
that made grade really put sidemen | 


through paces. Bit is a natural hit 


with pavees, 


a Still enthused 


over amateur 


leader stunt, much of house missed ! 
nifty Kayedette finale, “It’s Swell to | 


Be Important.” Hunt, 


Oriental. Chi 


Chicago, May 29. 

Leon Navara, Maxellos (4). 

Lou & Marlyn Caites, Allan Sisters 

(2), Ray Lang Orch (14); “Dillinger” 
(Mono). 


Fact that picture, “Dillinger,” is 


drawing card in Oriental bill this 
week is evidenced by over three- 
|quarter male house. Stage show is| 


four act combination, three of which 
are perfect reminders of yesteryear 
| vaudeville, and set pleasant nostal- 
|}gic mood. No actual act billed 
headliner, Leon Navara is high spot 
with a piano philosophy act. 

Jo, Lou & Marlyn Caites work 
with zip in both soft shoe and fast 


tap. Nothing dynamic about trio, 
but precision routine with father 
and son working in unison giving 





!impressions of dancing in the good 
| old days, was solid standout. 
| Allan Sisters in second 


slot are 


|}ty and warble nifty rhythm tunes. 
| Opener, “Zip-A-Dee-Do-Da” did not 
| have strong enough backing to fill 
'in rather thin’ offering. Redeem 
in “A Mountain Girl” 
and hit jackpot in closing melodies, 
saga of famous singing gals of past. 

The Maxellos have been doing 
same act for many years, are tire- 
ess in their acro beats which aud 
goes for. Garner solid returns. 

Navara showstopper with his 
lazy chatter and fine pianoing. His 
routine about boy in various stages 
of learning piano playing’ wins 
chuckles. 


is 


Ray Lang orch backs show neatly. | 


Ken Maynard, Thrillers 
Spark Sunbrock Rodeo 
At Yank Stadium, N.Y. 


Larry Sunbrock, veteran the 
outdoor showbusiness field, who has 
come up with a variety of ventures 
which frequently caused a#tention of 
local gendarmes, opened a nine-day 
stand at the Yankee stadium, N. Y., 
Decoration Day (Thursday) with a 
show that shapes to recoup huge 
payroll and _ advertising outlay, 
weather permitting. 

Layout is a combination rodeo and 
thrill circus that maintains its inter- 
est mainly from the brone events. 
Show has name lure with Ken May- 
nard, the cowboy filmster, a variety 
of rodeo items and outloor acts. But 
this profusion destroys integrated 
character of the show. For those 
that came mainly to see the cowboys 
tossed from the horses and bulls, the 
acts are merely a stagewailt, except 
in a few cases such as Miss Bernice, 
who finales with a terrific high-pole 
act in which she works 45 feet above 
the ground. 

Sunbrock brought 
N. Y. just a 
Rogers, who's 


in 


his show to 


due at the 
circus. Whether Sunbrock will have 
exhausted outdoor audiences with 
his show, or whether many are hold- 
ing off in favor of Rogers remains to 
be seen. 

The rodeo events include cowboy 
and cowgirl bronc-riders, bull rid- 
ing, roping exhibitions, and_bull- 
dogging which provide plenty thrills. 
However, too meagre a number par- 
ticipate in these events. More of 
this type stuff and less reliance upon 
acts would make better western fare. 


| Among the talent, there was good 
| 
| 





response for Monroe and Grant's 
trampoline work, Gregoresko’s high 


rope antics, and the Human Fly who | 


scales the bleacher superstructure in 
no time flat. The knife-throwing act 
of the Gibsons couldn't be fully ap- 
preciated because weapons couldn't 
be seen by the crowd. 
and pole acts the Apollos, Flying 
Durwards. Gretonas didn’t register 
too strongly because of lack of out- 
standing tricks. 

Wild-west aspects of the layout are 
| taken care of by a stage coach se- 
| quence in which bandits and Indians 


| attack, but are repulsed by a mys- | 


| terious masked rider. 


There are audience participation 
events in which kids are invited to 
ride a bucking mule, and a $1,000 


ny spectator riding a 


; prize for an; 
bull for 10 seconds. 


Brahman 

Sunbrock is getting 
ito highlight the event. Opening 
show had Gus Lesnevitch, boxing 
champ, judging contests and riding 


the stagecoach during simulated 
| badmen attack. Evening show had 
Maggi McNellis doing it. Jose. 


topper is “Sunday Serenade” with | 
Johnny Ryan singing “Anniversary | 


Song” against choir background. | 
House organ joins later playing | 
Schubert's “Serenade” while Kave 
recites appropriate poem to his 


Joe, | 


as | 


i'two willowy blondes who look pret- | 


step ahead of Roy | 
Polo | 
Grounds, N. Y.. June 15 with a thrill | 


High wire | 


personalities | 
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(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (W) Warner 
NEW YORK CIPY | Dorothy Rees 
; Capite! «bh: ! res Br Tooke: CS CHICAGO 
|Guy Lombardo Ore | ATL: ‘ ciry 
|The Pitchmer Casino (I) 2 Blackhawk H Edgewater Beach 
Jean Carroll | Mary Mon Toy Phil Levant Ore Stephen Kisley Ore 
Musie Hall (1) 5& 4 Lavernes Mel Cardo Al Gordon & Pets 
| Kathryn Lee Sonny Sparks Vera Love Song Siylists (4) 
! Sharkey Maurice & Marvea Chez Paree Sh : . 
| Selma Kave Rose Laden | Danny Thomas wnyrettos (3) 
i Wiere Bros CHICAGO Miriain Lavatle Hotel Sherman 
Rockettes Chicage (P) 6 Derothy Porter Carl Marx 
Corps de Ballet Mills Hros larty Gould june Christy 
Svm Ore | Billy De Wolfe Rode’es & Phyllis Stan Kenton Ore 
Paramount (P) 4 Sensationalists | Adorables (12) Mel Hanks 
| Buddy Clark EKLMIKA . i ’ Hotel 8S 
| Modernaires | Strand (W) 1-12 Zepl Coasene’s Henry tet tony Or 
an Murray |} Tex Terry Co Cindy & Windy Jack Fulton 
Ai omen LCs ; — « ot on Sage | sol Feola Ore Donna Lane 
| dey taeburna Ore orothy Peters Red Allen . Lathrop & Lee 
Roxy (1) 4 MIAMI - } C Higginbottom Bobby May 
jerry Lesier Olympia (1) 6 Lee Gilmore 
Salici Puppets lack Parker Copacabana Boule 
- 3 evar-Dears 
Art Lune | Jack Marsh ony ‘(anzoneri e 
Jan August | Decast Sis joey Adams Latin Quarter 
State (L) 5 W hirlwinds tark Plant Gertrude Niesen 
|The Sidneys G & M Church } Estelle Sloan Doe Marcus 
1G Ray Terrell PHILADELPHIA § | Buddy Worth Los Barrancos 
| Diosa Costello Carman (1) 5 Arne Barnet Ore Latin Lovelies 
Esielle & Le Roy Ronalde Janet Gaylerd Bob Lee 
\rehie Rebbins | Vivian Marshall Hotel Bismarck Buddy Shaw Ore 
Ea:il Warren * j Karle (W) 6 | Debutantes Pp 
Strand (W) € }Vaughn Monroe Ore | Paul Rozini rigidly tana 
Ted Lewis Orc I Johnny Mack | aelie Fens Ore lack Fina Ore 
Geraldine Du Bois j Frank Fontaine | Benne Dotson Ore — wperese 
Kileen Ayers SALT LAKE CIry i Sus et 
Julee Ann Lyric (I) 2 Andy — Abbott D'ncers (12) 
Pat Yankee Dewey Sis | Johnny Miles Rio Cabana 
Shirley Sharon Hugo & Elaine j Paddy Page Dean Martin 
& Wanda G Pope & Georgette | Sid Fisher Ore jerry Lewis 
So dot se ite Harry w iy | Hotel Blackstone Cung-Tin-So 
llroy Pace ‘one to fj Rill Snyder Ore p « ' 
BRONX SAN FRANCISCO | Joe Frisco —s ph mages cy 
| Windsor (1) 7-8 | Gelden Gate (R) 4) Hotel Congress Cee Davidson Ore 
| Rosalind Page fane Russell | Te e Vera Ore - 
4 Abdullah Girls | Harvey Stone }Sam Baril Vine Gardens 
| Wallace Puppets | Hleanor Teeman | Hotel Continental) Diek Gale 
| Joe E Ross |} «one to fill) Del Renee Rita Yorakes 
3 Harpers SIOUX CITY Lia nne Fedele Johnstones 
| BROOKLYN | Orpheum (R) ieldon Reed Joe Kish Ore 
| Flatbush (1) 7-8 | 5th only 
, Gobs | Spike Jones Ore 
| Stuart Sis SPRINGFIELD | 
|W ally Dean Court Sq (1) 5-8 5 
Miriam Gwinn $} Edwards Ted 0 Shea 
| Jimmy Hussen | Howell & Bowser 
QUEENS }R & I Drake 
Jamaica (3b) 4-9 FPalmeros Dogs ‘ ; 
|} Kay & Karel [Grace Martin Continued from page 5 
| Henry Kelly WASHINGTON A way A 
[Skating Macks Capito! (L) 5 | both grossing possibilities and cor- 
jones Sear ion The Reddingtons | yect selling terms. In so doing, he'll 
S Stone the Grifter rhe Smoothies | . 
Ray Carter Ross & Stone be a free agent except for the direct 
The Andantes Pesgy Tayler Trio | supervision of Reagan. That sales 








Cabaret Bills 





Blue Angel 
Renna Lord 
Alice Pierce 
Mare Lawrence 
Lil Green 
| day Marshall 
Phil Gordon 
Ellis Larkin 8 
Cafe Soclety 
(Downtown) 
James MacColl 
Mary Lou Williams 
Ann Hathaway 
Buck Miller Ore 
Cafe Soclety 
(Uptown) 
Luctenne Boyer 
Dave Martin 8 
Abbey Albert Ore 
Carnival 
Olsen & Johnson 
C & T Valdez 
Blackburn Twins 
Michael Edwards 
McManus Ore 
Reid Ore 
China Doll 
John Tio 
Moo Song 
Fran Yang ” 
Jadine Li Sun 
fai Sings 
Copacabana 
Mitzi Green 
Mel Sorme 
Copsey & Ayres 
Gerri Sutton 
Terry Allen 
Nancy Doran 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alverez O 
Diamond Norseshor 
Ross & La Pierre 
Siri 
Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 
Billy Banks 
Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 
Jack Mathers 
Noble Sissie Ore 
Syd Strange Ore 
1 Chico 
P.osita Rios 
Caballeros 
Alice Farrar 
Bob Turk 
Greenwteh Vil Inn 
Lorraine De Wood 
Arthur Blake 
W Hoveler Girls 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Habanero Ore 
Havana-Madrid 
R & L Reyes 
MA Luis 
Noro Morales 
Rertica Serrano 
Sacassas Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
V Lombardo Ore 
Marion Spelman 
June Arnold 
Joe Sater Trio 
sissell & Farley 
4 Esquires 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Dorethy Sarne 
H Wiillams 3 
Griff Williams Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Belmont-Plaza 
Rob Dixon 
Phil Leeds 
June Taylor Ders 
Ruban Bleu 
Ronna Lord 
Day Dawn & D 
Elliot & Jurist 
Cedrie Waliace $ 
Wally Blacker 
Versalilies 
Bob Grant Ore 
| Lisa Kirk 
| Myrus 
Fanchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Harry Ranch Ore 
Font Palmer 
Drke Aiden 
'Jis » Tresten 








usk 


NEW YORK CITY 


Pappy Below 
Kddie Stone Ore 
Nino Bd 

Hotel Biltmore 
Ray Heatherton 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Minevitch Raseals 
Hotel Commoadore 
Bobby Byrne Ore 
Jehnny Desmond 


Hotel Lexington 
Alomas Hawatians 


Hotel Pennayivant: 
Randy Brooks Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
Roberts & Alicia 

Stan Fisher 
Chas Reader Ore 
Hotel VPilaza 
Pancho Ore 
Jacques Peals 
Monte Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Lawrence Welk Or 
Hotel St Regis 
Milt Shaw 
Laszla & Pepito 
Paul Sparr Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
(herlie Drew 
Mare Starr 
iceland 
Lucille Peterson 
MeGowan & Mack 
Kay Mapes 
Jerry Chandler 
Joah Axiel 


Blimpy Bink Ore 
Tiny Clark 
Latin Quarter 
Sophie Tucker 
Pinky Lee 
Andre, Andre & 
Honney 
Dehonairs 
Ralph Young 


Cecil Lewin 
Chiek Gladke 
Vincent Travers O 
Little Club 
Walter Gross 
Leon & raidie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Trudy Righards 
Tahja 
Mayo Bros 
Danny Sullivan 
Judy Sargeant 
Shepard Chorus 
Art Waner Ore 
Monre Curle 


Joel Shaw Orc 
Rhumba Ore 
Roberto 
Maya Ore 

Rio Cabana 
Charlotte Cheyney 
Harringt'n & Hyers 
Mickey Alpert 
Lord Invader 
Dick White 
Tilla Marsh 


Val Olman Ore 
Pupl Campo Ore 
Riviera 
Tackie Miles 
Gracie Barrie 
Beatrice Kraft 
S Morgan Ders 





Herron Ore 
cCurbello Cre 
Village Vanguard 
Josephine Pre e 
Eddy Mansel 

Three Flames 
Don Frye 


Stuart TI 

begxy ] 

D' Quincey 
Zimmerman’s 

jFaul Smith 

i Janez] Makula 

| Zsiva Pela 





| Deows 
lene 


Kerdos O 


keys 


treatment is a switch from Par’s old 
method of releasing a block of four 
ior five with responsibilities divided 
}on the pix. 

Nathanson’s Aides 

| Along with Nathanson, Par 
| 

| 


will 
assign or hire three to four ex- 
ploiteers whose responsibility will 
| also be limited to one pic at a time. 
| Bill Johnson, Tulsa radio director, 
who was taken on a month ago has 
also been slotted to those duties with 


added names due within the next 
few weeks. 
Entirely novel twist has been 


tacked on to the exploitation part of 
the plan. Flack assigned to a big 
pic will take over his chores long 
before film is completed so that he 
can have plenty of time to work sut 
the publicity requirements. As part 
of his stint, flack would journey to 
the studio a month or so before com- 
pletion of the pic to sit in on final 
work, view rushes, read the scenario, 
etc. From then on, until pic has 
been played off, it'll be his baby. 
After several weeks of gabbing 
between O’Shea and Par’'s biggies, 
the two sides reached agreement 
for Par to pick up O’Shea’s contract 
with Liberty. Employment pact has 
four years and two months to " 
O’Shea will stick to Liberty tor the 
two-to-three week period to help 
liquidate Liberty’s “It’s a Wonderful 
Life” which RKO is distributing. 
O’Shea left Monday (2) for Dallas 
to confer with Beb O'Donnell, In- 
terstate circuit head, on “Wonderful 
Life.” He returns within a week. 


U Committed to Idea Of 
Beaucoup Pre-Selling 


Pxperience in handling “Odd Man 
Out” jn various keys, as far as news- 
paper editors and critics are con- 
cerned, has resulted in Universal 
adopting the same policy of pre- 
selling on every important picture. 
Not only will crix get to see the new 














' film a month ahead of release date 
| but four or five top ad-publicity men 


from the homeoffice, headed by 
Maurice Bergman, eastern ad- 
publicity chief, will go out to the 
different keys when_the picture is 
shown. In this way, every angle and 
aid will be offered newspapermen at 
least 30 days in advance of the pic- 
ture’s showing in that particular city. 
Bergman is convinced that offering 
all the necessary information about 
a forthcoming production well in ad- 
vance of its showing will be wel- 
comed by newspapermen in various 
It will give them the same 
service as accorded N. Y. dailies 
Idea of having an advance screen- 





| ing of each picture also is regarded 
as meshing in nicely with plans of 
| neéwspapermen since it will better fit 


into their future film-viewing sched- 
ules. U plans doing this in 10 to 12 
ities On each big production, 
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1946-47 


the Top Equity Money 


Year, Net Assets Soar to $874,569 





Equity’s annual financial report,* 


as detailed by executive secretary- 
treasurer Paul Dullizell, shows the 
legit association to have had its most 
successful fiscal year in 1946-47. 
Total membership is 5,789, of which 
4,696 were in good standing as of 
April 1. 

Net assets were $874,569, includ- 
ing $452,791 cash in the bank. Gross 
assets were $1,409,957 but that fig- 
ure included $535,388, which repre- 
sents cash and securities to guaran- 
tee actors’ salaries and transporta- 


140 EQUITYITES DIED 
IN 1946-47 SEASON 


Equityites who died during the 
season of 1946-47, numbering 140, are 
alphabetically listed: 


Mary Alden, Ebba Andruss, Rich- 
ard Argyle, Lois Arnold, Lionel At- 
will, Arthur Aylesworth. 

Frederick Backus, Philip Barrison, 
John B. Barton, W. J. Bayley, Noah 
Beery, Frank H. Belcher, Henry 





tion. Net income was $112,799, 
which is $21,231 
1945-46. 


31 more than for| Bergman, Gertrude Berkeley, Nata- 
Factor in the increase was) lie J. Biro, Robert Blaylock, Roland 


new memberships, which numbered | Bottomley. Sydney C. Boyd. Egon 


1,200 during the year. 

Initiation fees brought $120,171 to 
Equity as against $95.851 last year, 
and alien actors paid $24,238, or 
around $1,500 more than compara- 
tive seasons. Operating income was 
$226,325, which was $40,466 above 
the previous season. Operating ex- 
penses totaled $109,134, approxi- 
mately $14,000 over such outlays 
last season, explainable by the fact 
that there were salary tilts to 
equalize 
several years ago because of en- 
forced economies. 

Union’s investments have a book 
value of $222,739 while the market 
value is around $16,500 higher. 
There is $46,300 in nine different 
savings banks, cash on hand being 
far in excess of necessary funds, 
the union’s auditor having advised 
that at least $150,000 should be in- 
vested. Heretofore, Equity bought 
war bonds and treasury notes. An 
unusual expenditure was a grant of 
$5,000 to the American National 
Theatre and Academy, which was 
allocated to the American Reper- 
tory Theatre. 

Equity lost 140 members through 
death but there were 804 reinstate- 
ments and 70 reelections, latter 
comprising actors who had quit 
show business. Some of the new 
members were elevated from the 
chorus branch. Added life member- 
ships nambered 16, fee being $180 
each, which actually represents 10 
years’ dues. There are some mem- 
bers given that rating on an honor- 
ary basis. Among those who 
joined the life-member list are Al- 
fred Lunt, Lynn Fontanne, Ralph 
Bellamy, Maurice Evans, Martha 
Scott and Carl Benton Reid. 

One of the minor items of income 
was the $25 fee charged managers 
when Equity issues checks to pay 
off salaries. Total amount handled 
during the year was $1,200,445, most 
of which was paid out to actors in 
some 60 companies. 


Roch. (N.Y.) Opera Co. 





the slices made _ effective | 


| Brecher, Lillian Broderick, Curley 
Burns, Sam A. Burton, Mae Busch, 
Charles Butterworth, Helen Byron. 


Emerin Campbell, Maud Campbell, 
Alexander Carr, Lyster Chambers, 
Phoebe Clark, Lyman Wells Clary, 
Clay Cody, Morgan E. Coman, Her- 
bert Corthell. 


Carroll Daly, Marie Louise Dana, 
Maude Davis, Kate DeBecker, Marie 
DeBecker, Larry Doyle, Malcolm J. 
Dunn. 

Joseph Eggenton, Violet Englefield. 
W. C. Fields, Louis FitzRoy, John- 
| stone Flynn, Grace Fox. 

Amelia Gardner, Walter Gilbert, 
Eddie Girard, Austin J. Glassmire, 
Coburn Goodwin, Madelene Good- 
win, Milton Gordon, Brant Gorman, 
Evelyn Gosnell. 

Helene Salinger Hanlon, Tom 
Hanlon, Lilian Harmer, Virginia 
| Harned, Lucius J. Henderson, V. Tal- 
| bot Henderson, Henry Herbert, Tom 
Herbert, Edward Hoffman, Otto F. 
Hoffman, A. Lionel Hogarth, Len D. 
Hollister, Hy Hoover. 

Ethel Intropidi. 





Alf P. James. 
Albert Patrick Kaye, Walter F. 
Ketzler, Georgie Knowlton, Lee 


Kohlmar, Matt Kolb. 
James V. LaCurto, Art Lee;>-Edith 
Lemmert, Pass LeNoir, A. Francis 
Lenz, Dorothy Lewis, Frederick G. 
Lewis, Paul Leyssa, Leo Lindhard, 
Carrie Lowe. 
Clyde McAtee, Frank McCoy, 
Carleton Macy, Aileen Manning, 
Bert Marion, Scott Mattraw, Eric 
Mayne, Donald Meek, Margaret 
Miles, Grace Moore, Elizabeth Mur- 
ray. 
Robert O’Connor, Peggy O'Neil, 
Homer V. Oldfield, Ole Stephen 
Olsen, Otis Oliver. 
Webster Patterson, Walter Pear- 
son, Antoinette Perry, Frank Peters, 
Margaret Pitt, Paul Pollock, Peter 
Paul Porcasi, Victor Potel. 
Nan Ray, Rags Ragland, Paul Ra- 
porte, Cyril Raymond, Allen Reeves, 
Stuart Robson, Lionel Royce. 

Ivy Scott, Marie Scotte, Nella Sey- 
mour, Arthur Shaw, Florence Short, 


i hee indice 8 


The Rochester (N. Y.) Grand Opera 
Co. and Mrs. Josephine Di Crasto, 


‘its head, have been placed on the un-¢ 


‘fair list of American Guild of Mu- 
sical Artists, for alleged breach of 
contract. 

Group, says AGMA, engaged singers 
Hilde Reggiani and Bruno Landi, at 
$400 each, on a play-or-pay contract, 
to sing leads in a performance of “La 
Traviata” on Feb. 5, 1947. 
the union adds, canceled the per- 
formance, putting it on instead 


Feb. 19, engaging other singers for 
the event, and not paying the original 


Laurette Taylor, Sidney Toler, 
Cash E. Tomlinson, Joe Byron Tot- 
ten. 

Arthur Villars, Frederic Voight. 

James Wallace, Edythe Ward, Ben 
Webster, Charles Wellesley, Dallas 
Wellford, Emily Ann Wellman, 
August Wicke, Al Woods. 

Ollie Young. 





Outfit, Franco-Harlem Musical 


By Dietz-Loos-Alstone 


While Howard Dietz, Metro pub- 


can’t accept employment from Mrs. | ness, Alstone and Anita Loos have 
Di Crasto or any other company |peen huddling on a Franco-Harlem 


owned or managed by her. 


Dazian’s 105th Anni 


Dazian’s, 





cludes clothes and props used by 
-Sarah Bernhardt, 
sham, Mrs. Fiske, the Barrymores, 
and others. 

Dazian’s was founded in 1842 by 
Wolf Dazian, a Bavarian immigrant, 
and is now headed by Emil Fried- 
lander, who’s chairman of the board, 
and active 
lines. He headed the USO-Camp 
Shows production staff during the 
war and is active in the legit field 
v ‘ch his backing of plays. 





Skulnik’s Yiddish Musical 

Menasha Skulnik will be starred 
in “Just My Luck,” new Yiddish 
musical comedy by Abe _ Ellstein, 
with which William Rolland will 
inaugurate the 1947-1948 theatrical 
season at the Second avenue the- 
atre, N. Y., Sept. 24. 


William Faver- 


in other showbusiness | 


stage musical for which Dietz will 
supply the lyrics. 

Book is by Miss Loos and Alstone 
(simply ‘billed as a single name), 


oldest theatrical fabric best known for his “Symphony,” is 
house in the country, is marking its 
105th anniversary with an exhibit of 
theatrical memorabilia. Display in- 


doing the tunes. * 


Albany Repertoire 
Albany, June 3. 


A nine-week season of repertoire 
| is scheduled the middle of Novem- 
| ber for the former Capitol, to be 
renamed The Playhouse by Malcolm 
Atterbury. 

Atterbury, who operates the Tam- 
,areck Playhouse, at Lake Pleasant 
|/in the Adirondack Mountains, dur- 
|ing the summer, purchased the Capi- 
| tol last year from W. W. Farley. 
| He planned to remodel, modernize 
; and intimatize the 25-year-old house, 
| but the CPA in Washington refused 
' to issue a permit after the regional 
CPA okayed Atterbury’s application. 
Restrictions recently were lifted, 
thus permitting Atterbury, son of 
the late president of the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad, to go ahead. 














Toronto’s Alexandra 


Snares 9666, Tops 
In 40-Year History 


Toronto, June 3. 


Royal Alexandra here grossed 
$966,600 for the 1946-47 season, 
tops in the theatre’s 40-year his- 
tory. Gross for the previous season 
was $595,800. Much of the success 
is due to a better lineup of shows, 
according to Ernest Rawley, man- 
ager of the Royal, who points to 
the recent sellouts of “Bloomer 
Girl” and “Oklahoma!”, each of 
which was in for a fortnight’s run 
at high prices. But he also draws 
attention to the Royal’s own pro- 
ductions of musicals during the 
summer weeks. 


Back from a fortnight in New 
York during which he lined up 
talent and a production staff for 


the coming summer months,| 
Rawley opens his eighth summer 
season at the Royal on June 16 
with “Naughty Marietta.’ He has 
signed Lillian Raymondi of the 
Metropolitan Opera for the lead, 
with Ralph Magelssen as the male 
lead. Other principals include 
Yolanda Denis, June Blair, Ralph 
Riggs, Cariton Gauld, Robert Went- 
worth, Edith Hurlick and Charles 
Watts. “Naughty Marietta” will 
run two weeks to be followed up 
by “The Merry Widow.” 

Ralph Riggs will direct the sum- 
mer musicals at the Royal Alex- 
andra and Ralph Stone returns as 
musical director. The chorus will 





be recruited from the Conservatory 
of Music, University of Toronto. | 
The 1,525-seater will be scaled at! 
$3 top. There will be one inter- | 
ruption in Rawley’s summer season 
of musicals when John Gielgud 
comes in for 10 days of “Love for 
Love” but Rawley intends to carry 
right through August and then into 
the 1947-48 legit season without a 
break as in previous years. 

For each of the last two seasons, 
the Royal has been dark only one 
week out of the 52, this for ren- 
ovations and a general houseclean- 
ing. 


BIG NAMES SET FOR 
DALLAS OPERETTAS 


Dallas, June 3. 


With the sixth Starlight Operetta 
season set to roll June 16, and 
“Showboat” as the_ starter. at 
Dallas’ Fair Park Casino, final 
casting has been announced by the 
officials of the State Fair of Texas. 

Names to appear during the 10- 
week season are: John Brownlee, 
Allan Jones, Raymond Walburn, 
Johnny Downs, Jane Deering, 
Dorothy Sandlin, Gertrude Niesen, 
Lew Parker, Patricia Morison, 
Jackie Gleason, Walter Cassel, 
Ann Andre, Ann Ayars, Lanny 
Ross, Harry Stockwell, Clarissa, 
Violet Carlson, iriam Seabold, 
Davis Cunningham, Edith King, 
Ollie Franks, Gean Greenwall, 
Chick Chandler, Jack and June 
Blair, Anthony Blair, Wilton Clary, 
Xenia Bank, Joe Macaulay, Mary 
Dyer, Rollin Bauer, Marie Nash 
and Helen Raymond. 

Technical staff include Roger 
Gerry, stage director; Maurice 
Kelly, dance director; Guiseppe 
Bamboschek, musical director; 
Michael Lepore, assistant musical 
director; Peter Wolf, scenic design- 
en; Douglas Morris, technical: di- 
rector; Gaston Longchamps, as- 
sistant scenic designer, and Jerry 
Jordan, stage manager. 








Kim Hunter as Claudia 


Kim Hunter, American actress 
who clicked in British films, has 
been booked to do “Claudia” at sev- 
eral eastern haylofts. Actress is 
scheduled to handle the role of the 
young wife at Legend Playhouse, 
Stamford, N. Y.; County Playhouse, 
Suffern, N. Y.; Lake George, N. Y.; 
Lake Placid, N. Y., and the Detroit 
Music Hall. 





New L. A. Strawhat 
Los Angeles, June 3. 

Creative Theatre, new summer 
stock company, opens here this week 
at the Starlet theatre with a new 
play, “Displaced Person,” authored 
by Alvin J. Keller. 

Second offering will be a modern 
version of “Lysistrata,” opening 
July 3, 





Crosby’s Group 
Lake George, N. Y., June 3. 
Joe Crosby, will operate the Bolton 
Landing summer theatre this year, 
opening July 1. 
Crosby plans to try out a new 





revue. 


— ct 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Responding to reports on the possibility of another war, Brooks Atkin. 
son, drama critic for the N. Y. Times, wrote the lead article in the paper's 
last Sunday (1) magazine headed “America and Russia—Dangers and 
Hopes.” In it he declares that war is not probable “if we show the world 
that our strength is based on true democracy.” Reviewer, who recently 
won a Pulitzer prize for his articles on Russia, having been a special 
correspondent in Moscow, stated, in part: “Between the United States 
and Soviet Russia political relations are obviously serious and possibly 
grave. But despitethe bitterness apparent on every level, they are not 
dangerous now. Although the pure logic of our relations has pointed 
toward war for at least two years, war is impossible now and by no meang 
inevitable eventually.” 

Atkinson returned to Broadway first nights during the past season, 
Oriana, his wife, accompanied him abroad and wrote her impressions in 
a volume published last week by Bobbs-Merrill Company called “Over At 
Uncle Joe's.” It's described by a Time book reviewer as an “impious 
and witty record of a stay in Stalin's Moscow.” The bookman was espe- 
cially attracted to sections on native children, that part of the tome being 
regarded as “amusing, even brilliant.” 





Nearly a score in “Up In Central Park,” which closed a disappointing 
return engagement at the City Center, N. Y., Saturday (31), had joined 
the musical during its coast to coast tour, and the management was re- 
quired to pay their return transportation. Most of the hinterlanders were 
in the chorus and resided as far away as Seattle, cost of sending the girls 
home approximating $4,000. 

It was planned to send “Park” to Atlantic City for the summer, and a 
long tour, mostly one-nighters, was slated for next season, but that plan 
appears to have been shelved. First week at the City Center was over. 
estimated, actual takings being around $15,000 the first week and not much 
more last week. Equity paid off the company on both of the final Sat- 
urdays out of money deposited there by Mike Todd a couple of years ago, 





Summer *venture for the City Center, N. Y., by a group of Broadway 
actors calling themselves the Company of Twelve, has worked out an un- 
usuai way to divide the profits of a 10-week season. It's the first stock 
outfit on Broadway in many years. Players will get the regulation stock 
minimum, which is considerably less than the minimum for the house aid 
company manager, the press agent and the scenic designer. At 
the end of the summer the actors will receive the major share of the 
net, in that way equalizing the higher pay to the staff. City Center had a 
cooling system installed last summer at a cost of $62,000. Installation was 
said to have been defrayed by the city, which owns the property, leased 
to a non-profit group including former municipal officials. 

George Abbott has specially incorporated for his summer stock activities 
at Ogunquit, Me., this summer, separate from his regular production ac- 
tivities. It’s expected that he will try out several new plays in the hide- 
away. One of the officers in the summer show project is Carl Fisher, 
Abbott’s nephew, but he won't be active, being on the Lindsay and Crouse 
staff and manager of their Hudson, which has “State of the Union.” 

Presentation of the Clarence Derwent annual prizes of $500 each to the 
best non-featured supporting actress and actor of the season was made by 
Cornelia Otis Skinner during Equity’s annual meeting’ Monday (2), win- 
ners being Patricia Neal, who appeared in “Another Part of the Forest,” 
and Tom Ewell, of the current “John Loves Mary.” 





John Golden was ordered abed with a leg affliction for the second time 
recently, but he was at his office for a day last week, using a cane. He's 
Started growing a mustache, incidentally, telling friends he won’t shave it 
off until he can discard the cane. 


Plays on Broadway 
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New Season Puzzling to Broadway STEWART IN ‘HARVEY’ 
Because of Uncertain Production; 


100 New Shows Listed, 21 Musicals 


A number of Broadway producers * 


have. no new plays definitely set for 
1947-48 and are wondering whether 


they will be in action with other 
than present activities. In the offing 
are numerous plays, nearly all of 


which are scheduled by young pro- 
those regarded un- 


as 


ducers Or 
known quantities so far as man- 
agerial skill is concerned, 

The new season appears to be a 


puzzle, except for strongly rated at- 
tractions London and 
several productions by a few Broad- 
showmen that look like 
Technically, the new sea- 
son started Monday (2), when 
“Louisiana Lady” opened. It’s the 
first musical at $43.66 top in years. 
“Open House” opened last night (3), 
and there’s another drama, “Dark 
Memory,” slated later in the month, 
after which there are no indications 
of premieres until the latter part of 
July or August, although summer 
siock will be offered at the City 
Counter. 

There are about 100 new shows 
listed for production during the new 
season, 21 being musical. only one of 
which slated this side of Labor 
Day. so the recent forecast of little 
productivity this summer” remains 
as Song-and-dance productions 
are more or less nebulous; some 
listed haven't even working titles. 


coming from 


wav 
naturals. 


is 


is. 


Most talked of musical, and prob- | 


ably one of the earliest in the fall, 
Rodgers & Hammerstein's “Al- 
legro,” to be produced by the Thea- 
tre Guild, which will also import the 
revue, “Sweetest and Lowest,” from 
London. Other musical possibilities 
include “The Richest Girl in the 
World,” “This Love Business,” “They 
Liked Them Handsome,” “New York, 
London and Paris,” “Roast Beef and 


is 


Roses,” “Holiday for Girls” (long 
pending), “Sleepy Hollow,” “New 
Faces,” “Ziegfeld Follies,” “Mag- 


dalena” (originating on the Coast), 
‘Meet Me At Duffy's,” “Make Mine 
Manhattan,” “Enter Madame,” 
“Cross Town,” “Auld Lang Syne,” 
“Come Blow Your Horn” and “Sud- 


denly It's Love” plus the untitled 
tuners. “Music in My Heart” is 
slated for the summer but hasn’t | 


gone into rehearsal as yet. 
If producers aren't sure of what 


thows they will do, the same ap- | 


plies to theatreowners and opera- 


tors. So few definite bookings have 
been made that if there is to be 
another theatre shortage it’s not 


likely to eventuate until well into 
the fall, or later. 


‘Tom Moore’ Now Set 





For B’way Next Season 


“Tom Moore,” a play based on the 
life of the Irish poet and balladist 


and written by W. A. S. Douglas. | 


is | 


veteran newspaper columnist, 
now slated to be produced on 
Broadway next season. 

Douglas first offered the script 
two years ago, but friends in show 
business advised him that it needed 
more work, and he entered into an 
agreement with actor Frank Fay to 
make revisions. And herein result- 


ed a snarl between Douglas and Fay | 


that required a legal solution. 


Douglas avers that the actor did 
no work on the play during the long 


interval, nor could he get any re- | 


sponse to a number of communica- 
tions. As the deal called for Fay 
to be credited as co-author, Doug- 
las placed the matter in the hands 
of T. Newman Lawler, of the legal 
firm of O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery 
and Lawler. Attorney filed appli- 
cation with the Dramatists Guild for 
an arbitration. Fay is said to have 
made no contact with Lawlor or the 
Guild, but last week he’s reported 


to have signed a stipulation giving | 


up all rights to “Moore” and re- 
linquishing any copyright claims. 
Although the poet lived 150 years 
4g0 a number of his ballads, includ- 
ing “Of All Those Endearing Young 
Charms,” “The Last Rose of Sum- 
mer” 
popular classics. 
are slated to be sung in the show 
though it will not be a musical. 
Marshall (Mickey) Ambrose has 
lightened the script and will have 
an interest in the play, due to be 
produced by Dan Goldberg. whe is 


believed to have arranged the back- | 


me among Chicagoans. 


and “Minstrel Boy,” are still | 
Some of the songs | 





‘Lindsay-Stickney In 
2-Week ‘Father’ Date 


To Usher in Record 


J 


Howard Lindsay and _ Dorothy 
Stickney, who originated the leads 
in “Life With Father” and were 
announced to reappear in the Lind- 
say and Crouse comedy for one 


performance on July 14, when a new 


Broadway run record will be estab- 
lished by the show, will remain in 
the cast for a longer time. “Father” 
moves to the Alvin from the Bijou 
‘immediately after the record of 
“Tobacco Road” falls, and_ the 


original leads will play in the larger 
house for at least two weeks. 

Alvin is a 1,33l-seater as com- 
pared to the Bijou’s capacity of 614, 
and in the new spot tickets will be 
reduced to $1.80 top, one-half the 
present scale. Figured that “Father” 
can gross around $17,000 if draw- 
ing capacity at the Alvin. It is be- 
lieved to have operated in the red 
recently, with takings of around 
$6,000. “Road” during its stay was 
in cutrates for years, and it was 
estimated to have lost money for 
70 or more weeks, That red was not 
consecutive, of course. and while 
“Road” ran on Broadway it made 
goodly profits on tour. » 

“Road” is credited with 3,182 per- 
formances in several theatres on 
Broadway during seven years be- 
tween 1933 and 1940, the lead chang- 
ing several times. June 14 will see 
the 3,183rd time for “Father,” leads 
there having changed no less than 
eight times. Lindsay played “Father” 
1.618 performances and Miss Stick- 
ney this wife) 1,593. 


GEO. WHITE WILL BOW 





Los Angeles, June 3. 
edition of “George White's 
will open on the Coast 
in early autumn. Producer has 
launched all his previous produc- 
tions in the east. 

White is leaving for New York 
June 9 to arrange preliminary de- 
tails. 


New 
| Seandais” 





Buy Canadian Rights 


To ‘Joan of Lorraine’ 


Vancouver, June 3. 
Canadian rights to “Joan of Lor- 
raine.’ in which Ingrid Bergman 
starred on Broadway the past sea- 
son, have been picked up by local 


| don Hilker. World rights are owned 


| by Playwrights Co., of which author | 


| Maxwell Anderson, “Joan” author, 
is a member. 
Impresarios plan on 
‘east from local talent and taking 
show on national tour. It is ex- 
pected that leads for play and di- 
rector will be imported. 


picking up 


| Show is skedded to play Van- 
couver, Victoria, Calgary, Edmon- 
‘ton, Winnipeg. Toronto, London, | 


| Hamilton and Montreal. 





Marvin Young, who during the 
war headed up the Army’s soldier 
entertainment program, has resigned 


rauff & Ryan ad agency as Coast 
office manager. 

Young was colonel in charge of 
'N. Y. headquarters of Army Special 
| Services, supplying blueprint shows, 
‘literature, USO-Camp Shows units, 
'etc.. to GIs everywhere. His assist- 
ant was Major John Shubert, J. J.’s 


| the war on legit and radio activi- 
ties. which didn’t pan out. Before 
| the war, at one time. Young was as- 


| sistant program manager of NBC in|} 


| Hollywood. 

Shuberts’ A. C. Deal Dropped 

Atlantic City. June 3. 

Deal whereby the Globe theatre 
was to become property of 
Shuberts. has fallen through. most- 
ly because of inability to get to- 
| gether with the musicians Union. 
Place will again be used in sum- 
jmer for burlesque. 


‘SCANDALS’ ON COAST 


impresarios Leslie Allen and Gor- | 


Col. Young Quits Shuberts 
To Join R&R Coast Office 


as Coast rep of the Shuberts after) 
a year and a half. to join the Ruth- | 


son. Duo combined for a while after | 


the | 


WHEN FAY VACATION 


Frank Fay has signed to play 
“Harvey” for another season. and 
rock Pemberton has come up with 


an indicated boxoffice plum by 
signing James Stewart to replace 
Fay when the latter vacations for 


six weeks starting about mid-Julv. 
As soon as it became public that the 
film star would step into the Marv 
| Coyle Chase play, the boxoffice of 
the 48th street. N. Y.. where “Har- 
vey” lias started its third summer. re- 
ceived a number of telephone calls 
for ticket reservatio) 


Stewart this week scooted cK 
Hollywood fo retakes in “Magic 
rown” for RKO. 

Stewart is the third actor to play 
the “Harvev” lead on Broadwa\ 
Bert Wheeler replacing Fay last 
summer for a month. Joe E. Brow 


‘ 


starred in it on the 
That company closed in 
= : 

Chicago Saturday (31) but 
early in the fall in Detroit. 


roaaq tor two 


seasons. 


resumes 


When Stewart agreed to take 
over, no salary mention was made 
between him and the manager. but 


Pemberton is said to have written in 


a figure comparable to that paid | 
Fay. Understood the latter's slice 
from the play. on salary and per- 


centage, was around $100.000 during 
the past vear. 


Stage Mors, Win 
Concessions From 
Equity Council 


At a special Equity council meet- 
ing held in New York last week to 
consider new regulations for stage 
managers, four out of eight requests 
won out. Although sfage managers 
| are members of Equity, they had 
| not acted as a 
'Their aims for a set of rules 
been pending for some time. 


previously group. 


has 


The regulations approved of will 
be inserted into standard contracts 
and will be provided for in the basic 
agreement with the managers when 
and if that pact is revised by Equity 
and the League of New York Thea- 
tres, 

Producers will not be permitted to 
order stage managers to act or 
understudy although all have stage 


upon emergency. First assistants 
may not act either but can under- 
study, the purpose of the rule being 


Indie Ballot Returns Aline MacMahon, 
Ilka Chase to Equity Council After 
~ Heated Election; Nugent, Massey Win 





Loe Akins Play Flops 
On Broadway But 
Clicks in 


Legiters Scandinavian 
countries were affected this spring 
by record cold weather and a fuel 


shortage but. according to private 


advices, some attractions have been 


fiourishing 


In Stockholm. a standout is “Eve 
Since Paradise,” by J. B. Priestley, 
a play shown in the English prov- 


inces but not in London because 


theatre was available. although the 


author wrote the script quite some 
time ago. In the same city, and 
doing well despite being panned, 
“Plans For Tomorrow,” is a Zo 
Akins play presented in New York 
under the title of “Mr. January and 
Mrs. X.” “Richard III” is also pros- 
pering. Miss Akins’ play flopped on 


jroadway. 
In Malmo, Sweden, “Desert Song” 


tis faring very well, but “The Con- 
stant Nymph” isn't. “The Glass 
Menagerie.” in Oslo, drew fine 
notices, and attendance is excellent 
same going for “Born Yesterday.” 
while “Ten Little Indians” has done 
only fair. Denmark appears to have 
been affected more than othe 
northern nations, but “Born” is a 
smash there and slated through the 
summer. “The Skin of Our Teeth” is 
reported way off, but “Yes, My 
Darling Daughter” is a moderate 
success. “Private Lives” proved a 


experience and can step into parts , 


to stop doubling in jobs, which oc- | 


'casionally occurs. In some mana- 
gerial offices stage managers have 
been called upon to aid the pro- 


That is out, and if the producer calls 
in the stage manager the latter may 
not work in the office 
unless he’s paid and under contract, 


salary to start not less than two 
| weeks prior to the start of re- 
hearsals. It's agreed, too, that a 


committee of three stage managers 
will be present whenever the coun- 
cil considers matters pertaining to 
their group. 

One point disapproved was a pro- 
posal for minimum salary It re- 
mains the same as the Equity mini- 
'mum but nearly all stage managers 
receive a higher amount. 
187 listed stage managers and as- 
sistants, 90 being in the former 
classification. Better known stage 
managers average $150 weekly, and 
a few get more, but some get be- 
tween $75 and $100, even with hits. 
Council refused the clause setting a 
minimum of $150 for straight plays 
and $200 for musicals on Broadway. 
with the same applying for the road 


ducer long in advance of rehearsals. , 


or theatre , 


There are | 


plus $7.50 per day subsistance pay. | 
Also rejected was a list of qualifi- | 


cations to be met by aspirants for 
stage managerships, council feeling 
that might prevent efficient new- 
comers from entering the field. 
Representing the petitioners were 
active stage managers Eddie Dimond, 
Bill Ross. Eddie Mendelsohn, Jerry 
Whyte and Frank Hall. 


| Tucker to Sing in Italy 

Richard Tucker, who was 2 canto 
before he became a Metropolitan 
/Opera Co. singer. is first Met tenor 


to be invited to sing in Italy since 
the war. 

| Tucker. a brother-in-law of fellow- 
tenor Jan Peerce. will sing at the 
| Verona opera festival in “La Gio- | 
;conda” and “Masked Ball” July 27- | 
} Aug. 17. 


flop, with “Arms and The Man” doing 
fairly well. 


BILLY GILBERT PLANS 
BROADWAY MUSICAL 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Stage musical, “Up Pops Love,” 
is slated for production by Billy 


Gilbert on Broadway with a $150.000 


budget. Ted Miller and Jeff Bailey 
collaborated with Gilbert. with Bai- 
ley doing the lyrics and Arthur 
Siegel the music. 

Gilbert. currently signed for Me- 
tro’'s “The Kissing Bandit,’ will 
start rehearsals for the legiter 
Sept. 1. 


Legit for Hi-Schoolers 


Forrest Haring, associated with 
producer Dwight Deere Wiman for 


years, reveals a plan to establish a_ 


theatre for highschool] students, who 
would be afforded legit plays for a 
50c admission. Establishment ot 
such a project depends upon wheth- 
er it can be economically operated. 


will be asked to make concessions. 

Haring estimates that after he 
contacts around 100 organizations 
and individuals, it will be possible 
to figure whether the plan could be 
self-supporting. “Theatre for Stu- 


dents” is the tentative name of the 
project, and its purposes are non- 
profit. General plan is to present 


16 revivals during the school year 
in a theatre adjacent to Broadway 
and accessible by the city’s trans- 
portation lines. Admission would 
come from junior and senior high- 
schoolers, who would be asked to 
attend at least two plays per season. 


Eyes Film Names 
For 2 Fall Legits 


Hollywood, June 3 
Film talent for two legit shows is 


being sought here by Barnard 
Straus and his general manager 
Lodewick Vroom. Pair will inspect 


Hollywood players for roles in “Safe 
Harbor” and “Love and Obey,” 
slated for staging in New York. 


As a partner in the Straus and 
Haas team that produced “Tempe! 
the Wind” in the east. Straus is 


contacting studio executives about 


filming the play 


Bert Wheeler's Legiter 


Alex Yokel plans opening “The 
Benchwarmer’ at the Lafayette 


Detroit. in September 


This is the Paul Gerard Smith 
comedy with Bert Wheeler as 
prospective star. 


+ Equity's 


Stockholm 


. . ‘but mentione 
The various stage groups and unions . d 


hotly contested election 
‘for 10 members of the council has 
jresulted in three candidates of the 
independent ticket being elected, 
Aline MacMahon with 759 votes, 
Iika Chase, 755, and Ralph Bellamy, 
745. Opposition to the regular tick- 
et was inspired the Misses 
MacMahon whose terms 
on the council Sat 

renominated 

1.257 


with 


because 
Chase : 


ex} 


ana 


rea dav 
(31), had not bee 


Elliott Nugent. with voles, 


1,221 


L1InSs 


and Raymond Massey 


were eelected by ide 
easily topping the field 

regular ticket elected are 
Ober, 792; Margalo Gillmore. 788; 
Bert Lahr, 751: Marjorie Gateson. 
738, and Frank M. Thomas, Sr.. 732. 
Eddie re- 


placement councilor with 1.051 votes. 


Around 65% of the total senior 
membership in good standing voted, 
probably the largest percentage for a 


Others on 


*} 
ire 


Philip 


Nis ++ urse Remco o¢< . 
INUEGENt WaS Named at a 


similar election at Equity. There 
were over 1,600 ballots, apprexi- 
mately 1,430 were valid. 

On Monday (2), day of the elec- 
tion at the Hotel Astor. N. Y.,, 
the regular and independent tickets 


heatedly teed off against each other, 
as expected; later the union became 
involved in a battle over a constitu- 
tional amendment pertaining to 
juniors. Latter came as a surprise 





Clarify Issue 
Misstatenient in last week's 
Vaniery, in which the independ- 


ent ticket was claimed to have 
used campaign funds to pay 
backdues of members, so _ that 


they could vote, has been clari- 
fied with the disclosure by the 
ticket that no funds were used 
in that manner whatsoever. 

The indies had raised ap- 
proximately $1,800, most of it 
slated for the campaign fight, 
the residue to go to the Equity- 
Library Theatre. 





to most of the actors present. The 
vote on candidates to the council 
were checked and counted, result not 
being known until yesterday ‘Tues. ); 
the amendment will likely have to 
be decided by referendum. 

consumed 
respective 


time was 
of the 


Considerable 
by proponents 
| tickets. Those in favor of the reg- 
jular nominees were Bert Lytell, 
| Marjorie Gateson, Lois Wilson, Sid- 
ney Blackmer, Walter Greaza and 
Robert Lynn. For the indies, Edith 
Atwater, Lou Polan, Gerald Savory, 
Michael Ellis and Margaret Webster 
spoke. 

A long telegram from Helen Hayes 
was read, in which she stated claims 
that she advocated the indie or op- 
position ticket were net true. Star 
said she had favored Ilka Chase and 
Raloh Bellamy of the indie ticket, 
no others. i 
Those who spoke for the regular 


ticket claimed that six of the can- 


didates had been voted for unani- 
mously, the other four being named 
by the nominating committee of 
nine by majority votes up to eight 
to one. The indie faction put eight 
different candidates on their ticket. 
It was pointed out that Myron 
McCormick, one of the three nomi- 
nators appointed by the council, had 
repudiated the regular ticket. 

Fight over the junior amendment 


started after a flock of Equityites 
departed, which was immediately 
afier the voting for councillors. 
Confusion arose when Equity 
President Clarence Derwent, as 
chairman, asked for a count from 


those eligible to vote. An error was 
promptly claimed. so another count 
was made. It was clear that the 
motion passed by at least a majority 
of two-thirds, but it was doubtful of 
adoption because of the number who 
walked out. Rules call for 750 
senior members in good standing 
to be present in order that an 
amendment go onto the books 
Objectors charged that there is a 
joker in the amendment. which re- 
duces the number of weeks a junior 
must appear on stage from 50 to 30 
weeks, within at least two vears 
iand in at least two shows. in order 
to be eligible for senior rating. Final 
clause the amendment would 
give the council the right to elevate 
juniors without all such qualifica- 
tions if. in its judgment, that was 
warranted. That clause was bitterly 
argued. Amendment was voted 


n 
itl 


j (Continued on page 53) 
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Broadway Slips; Sullavan Boosts 
Turtle’ to 16146, ‘Love’ Scores 216, 
Barefoot Off to 20:46 ‘Birthday 246 


Broadway tapered for the most} 
part last week as expected, ending 
with a long Memorial Day weekend, 
but visitors patronized the favorites. 
A heavy storm affected business on 
Thursday (29), the holiday eve, 
while the balance of the week was | 
sunny and cool, favoring the out- | 
doors for a change, “Louisiana Lady” | 
and “Open House” opened this week. | 

“The Voice of The Turtle,” with | 
the original names back for five 
performances, sent the gross up to 
nearly $16,500. “Love For Love” | 
scored, with around $21,000 first | 
week. 

Estimates For Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“All My Sons,” Coronet (18th 
week) (D-1,095; $4.80). Went off with 
field but prizewinning drams scored 
with a_ lusty $20,000. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(55th week) (M-1,427; $6). Demand 
for tickets strengthened and takings 
for Broadway’s top grosser went 
over $45,000. 

“Barefoot Boy With Cheek,” Beck 
(9th week) (M-1,214) $6). Slipped 
down last week: getting around 
$20,500. 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (70th 
week) (C-993; $4.80). Only half a 
dozen matinees on the _ holiday 


afternoon, and this week went clean; | 


around $21,000. : 

“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (12th week) 
(M-1,626; $4.80). Business continues 
to capacity although there’s slight 
variation in grosses; over $43,000. 

“Call Me Mister,” National (59th 
week) (R-1,104; $6). Underquoted 
previous week, when takings were 
$26,500; slightly under that mark for 
hit revue last week. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(2ist week) (M-1,319; $6). Always 
sells out, with standees; no differ- 
ence evidenced by change of leads; 
$42,000. 

“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 
(31st week) (CD-1,160; $4.80). Eased 
to $24,000 or bit less but gross re- 
garded as excellent for straight play. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (135th week) 
(C-920; $4.20). One of the shows that 
attracted visitors, being quoted at 
better than $16,500. 

“Heads or Tails.” Didn't announce 
closing Saturday (31); dived to 
$6,000; that was advance sale; hardly 
anything by boxoffice sale. 

“Icetime of 1948,” Center (ist 
week) (M-2,994; $2.40). Opened last 
Wednesday (28) and drew favorable 
notices all along the line; $25,000 
first six times; strong. 

“John Loves Mary,” Music Box 
(i7th week) (C-979; $4.80). Eased 
off like most others but takings 
around $20,000; big for straight play. 

“Life With Father,” Bijou (394th 
week) (C-613; $3.60). Around $6,000; 
after another week moves to Alvin 
with Howard Lindsay and Dorothy 
Stickney back in cast for a time. 

“Louisiana Lady,” Century (M- 
1.670; $3.60). Presented by Hall 
Shelton; score by Monte Calro and 
Alma Sanders; book by Isaac Green 
and Eugene Berton; first musical at 
scale in years; opened Monday (2). 

“Open House,” Cort (C-1,064; 
$4.20). Presented by Rex Carlton; 
written by Harry Young; opened 
Tuesday (3). 

“Oklahoma,” St. James (216th 
week) (M-1,505; $4.80). Picked up 
somewhat, mostly via out-of-town- 
ers, gross went to $23,500; fine for 
long stayer. 

“Pertrait in Black,” Booth (3d 
week) (D-712; $4.80). Slipped but 
very good at holiday matinee; rated 
around $7,000. 

“State of the Union,” Hudson 
(81st week) (CD-1,057; $4.80). With 
original cast on vacation, road leads 
are appearing with business quoted 
at dipping to $17,000. 

“The Medium” and “The Tele- 
Phone,” Barrymore (5th week) (M- 
1,064; $4.20). Business good at 
weekends; provisional notice posted 
but may stick; $6,500. 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Mo- 
rosco (164th week) (C-939; $3.60). 
With two of the original leads (Mar- 
garet Sullavan and Vicki Cum- 
mings) appearing, takings were 
$16.500. 

“The Whole World Over,” Bilt- 
more (10th week) (C-920; $4.20). 
Plugging along, and with two for 


ones the count .approximated 
$8,000. 

“Young Man’s Fancy,” Plymouth 
(5th week) (C-1,075; $3.60). After 
perking, attendance dipped; last 
week around $7,500. 

Revivals 

“Love for Love,” Royale (lst 

week) (C-1,035; $4.80). Off to ex- 











SUMMER THEATRE 
DIRECTOR OR TEACHER 


Young, experienced. Creditable refer- 
ences on request. Box 351, Variety, 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19. 











cellent start at $21,000 but some- 
what under “The Importance of Be- 
ing Earnest,” also Gielgud starrer 
with English cast, which preceded. 

“Alice in Wonderland,” Majestic 
(8th week) (CD-1,667; $4.80). Came 
down from Columbus Circle after 
two Sunday performances; and re- 
lighted Wednesday (28); approxi- 
mately very good $22,000 on week. 

“Burlesque,” Belasco (23d week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80). Hopeful of playing 
well into summer; eased somewhat 


‘YANKEE’ 156 IN 5 
AT M’W’KEE FINALE 


Milwaukee, June 3. 

“The Magnificent Yankee” came to 
the end of its career with five near- 
capacity performances at the David- 
son for a take of $15,000. 

Louis Calhern, the star, tossed a 
farewell party. at Wisconsin hotel 
for the company and left on week- 
end for Hollywood to take feature 
role in John Steinbeck’s “The Red 
Pony.” 


Barretts 276 
In L. A. Bow 








last week but over $17,000. 


“Sweethearts,” Shubert (19th 


| week) (M-1,382; $4.80). Little differ- 


ence in excellent pace of old musical 
favorite; gross estimated at around 
$28,000. 





12 SHOWS AT MONT'L 


Montreal, June 3. 

Maurice Chevalier closed a smash 
engagement at Plateau auditorium 
here Saturday (31). Grosses for his 
10-day (12 shows) stint reached an 
estimated $50,400. Auditorium seats 
1,370 people. 

While Chevalier’s shows here 
were about three-quarters French, 
he plans to do a 100% French show 
during his three-day stay in Quebec 
City, June 6, 7 and 8. 


‘Ready’ 206, ‘House’ 
Got Scant 36, Philly 


Philadelphia, June 3. 

If recent biz is to be taken as any 
criterion, it’s probably a good thing 
the 1946-47 legit season wound up 
last week. Recent takings have been 
meagre and disappointing without a 
really solid hit landing here since 
Easter Monday. 

About the best of the crop was 
“Three to Make Ready,” the revue 
which ended the second and final 
week of its return engagement at 
the Forrest last Saturday. Final 
canto saw about $20,000 grossed— 
not too bad considering holiday exo- 
dus, but not so very good either. 

Last week’s sole opener, “Open 
House,” staggered through a single 





week at the Locust with one of the 
season’s lowest legit grosses re- 
corded. Management decided to 


switch midweek matinee to Friday 
(Memorial Day), and take for that 
performance was virtually _ nil. 
Week’s gross was around $3,000, 
probably under. Crix here all gave 
it thumbs-down reviews, and caustic 
ones, too. 





Old Log’s 10th Season 
Minneapolis, June 3. 
Old Log theatre is first Twin City 
strawhatter to come under Equity, 
starting impending season. This will 
be its 10th season. Don Stolz is 
producer-director. 
The plantation is the only other 
Minneapolis-St. Paul hayloft. 


CHEVALIER WOW 506 IN 


Los Angeles, June 3. 
Only three legit houses were open 
| last week to take advantage of good 
weather and the holiday weekend 
that helped town b.o. take. 


“Barretts of Wimpole Street” 
bowed into the Biltmore for two} 
weeks and registered a sock $27,000 
for the initial frame. Cedric Hard- 
wicke took over the father role for 
the local stand, repiacing Wilfred 
Lawson, who was ill. Good notices 
and word-of-mouth plus presence of | 
Miss Cornell, Brian Aherne and 
Hardwicke are expected to keep} 
“Barretts” at same level for current 
stanza. ; 

Civic Light Opera Co.’s “Rosa- 
linda” romped through its second 
week with a very hefty $43,000 at 
the Philharmonic Aud. Indications 
are that current and final frame will 
reach about the same figure. 

Extra holiday matinee boosted Ken 
Murray's “Blackouts of 1947” to more 
dough at the El Capitan. Piece reg- 
istered $17,600 for its 258th frame. 

“Ieecapades of 1947” closed its run 
last night (2) after Slightly less than 
six weeks at the Pan-Pacific Aud. 
Take for the last full week was over 
good $90,000. 

Next week “Bloomer Girl” comes 
in to keep Biltmore lit, but Phil- 
harmonic will shutter for a week, 
awaiting arrival of “The Three Mus- 
keteers.” 





‘Lute Song’ in Slow 
Start but 20G, D.C. 


Washington, June 3. 

Despite a brilliant opening night 
and unanimous approval from local 
drama desks, “Lute Song” got off to 
a slow start here. By weekend, how- 
ever, Show had hit its stride and 
managed to bring total take for Na- 
tional to $20,000. With a special 
Guild rate of $2.70 biting into regu- 
lar $3.60 top, figure is good. Out- 
look for next week is bright. 

Show completes Guild-ATS sea- 
son current week, and then stays on 
for a third non-subscription week. 
with nothing skedded at National 
beyond that. 





‘Carrolls’ 11G, Toronto 


Toronto, June 3. 
On repeat engagement here, Elisa- 
,beth Bergner in “The Two Mrs. 
Carrolls” did a disappointing $11,000. 
Royal Alexandwa (1,525) was 
scaled at $3.60 top. 








Chicago, June 3. 

“Carousel* opened last Wednesday 
(28) and in the first six perform- 
ances grossed $28,000., most other 
shows doing little better than hold- 
ing their own in spite of the long 
Memorial Day weekend. “Red Mill” 
rated very well with. $31,000 for 
seven performances in the 3,800-seat 
Civic Opera House. “Harvey” closed 
last weekend with a strong $21,000 
against the previous week’s $18,000 
due entirely to a _ last-minute 
scramble to see the play before it 
closed. “Iceman Cometh,” which 
locked up last weekend, did $21,500. 
Both “Laura” and 
Yours,” opened Monday (2). 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Born Yesterday,” Erlanger (14th 
wk) (1,334; $3.60). Show dropped to 
$18,000 from $19,000 last week, de- 
spite the long Memorial Day week- 
end. 

“Call Me Mister,” Blackstone (3rd 
wk) (1,358; $4.80). Almost capacity 
biz. House did $28,000. 

“Harvey,” Harris (43rd wk) (1,000; 
$4.20), Better than fine $21,000, al- 
most $3,000 better than the preced- 
ing week. Closed Saturday nite (31). 

“Fatal Weakness,” Selwyn (8th 
wk). Faded slowly. Last week 


| showed $10,000. 
“Carousel,” Shubert (opening 
| week) (2,100; $4.80). First six per- 
Studebaker 


| formances around $28,000. 
$3.60). Closed 


“Iceman Cometh,” 
| (3rd wk) (1,246; 
| Saturday (31) with a lusty $21,500. 
“Red Mill,” Civic Opera House 
| (ist wk) (3,800; $3.50). Did $31,000 


| in seven performances, 





‘Carousel Paces Chi, 286 in Ist 6: 
‘Mill’ Plenty Black at $31,000 


“Accidentally. 
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‘LAURA’ MILD $9,000, 
CLOSING CLEVE. SEASON 


Cleveland, June 3. 


“Laura,” with K. T. Stevens and 
Otto Kruger, rolled up a mild $9,000 
at $2.50 top for the Hanna in closing 
the most prosperous season it has 
had in exactly 20 years. 

Playing 29 attractions, with 
“Bloomer Girl” in for two weeks, 
the house clocked a gross business 
of approximately $600,000, declared 
Milton Krantz, house manager. 
Average receipts were over $20,000 
per attraction during a winter that 
produced more — $25,000-to-$30,000 
takes than the till has seen since 
1927. 

“Bloomer Girl” on its double-lap 
here rang up $65,000. “Anna Lu- 
casta” proved to be one of the big- 
gest drawing cards among straight 
dramatic shows, accounting for 
around $27,000. 





‘Accidentally’ NG, Denver 


| of 
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Jeetime of 1948 


Miss Henie’s show. The staff is inter- 
changeable, and Catherine Littlefield 
is the stager of both. Dressing of the 
present “Icetime” is rich, being 
credited to three designers who like- 
wise figure in Miss Henie’s 
Estimated that 400 costumes in “Ice- 
time,” which look new, mostly orig- 
inated in her revues of the past sev 
eral seasons, 

Line skaters are up to full com- 
plement, there being more than 50 
boys and girls in the ensembles. 
Half a dozen falls occurred on the 
first night, one lass sliding into the 
orchestra pit, but such little incidents 
must be attributed partly to nervous- 
ness, 

Precision numbers are always eye- 
filling but the pinwheel is the top 
the line skaters’ contributions. 
Freddie Trenkler is the star comedy 
skater, with no single ice comic ap- 
preaching his stunts. Runners-up are 








the Bruises (Money Stott, Geoffe 
Stevens, Sid Spalding), with their 
next-to-closing scrubwoman _ non- 


sense. Joe Jackson, Jr., is new but 
he’s not a skater, giving the tramp 
bicycle routine originated by his 
late father, a vaude headliner, Jack- 
son, who appeared similarly in other 
skating shows, is on a bit too long. 
Buster Grace, Paul Castle, Buck 


| Pennington and James Sisk are also 


amusing, as Zouaves. So are Kay 
Corcoran and John Kasper. 


Skippy Baxter is back and 
strengthens the show a lot, his amaz- 
ing, acrobatic solo performance be- 
ing exceptionally skillful. He Is 
teamed in production numbers, too, 
with Joan Hyldoft, who joined “Ice- 
time” last season and scored, work- 
ing then with Fritz Dietl. Blonde lit- 
tle Miss Hyldoft is flawless in solo 
and production numbers also. She 
stands out in “Lovable You,” retained 
from last season. Dietl and James 
Carter team on stilt skates. Helga 
and Inge Brandt again feature their 
mirror number and score in another 
duo assignment. Buster Grace and 
Charles Slagle, James Caesar the 
jumper, Carter, who somersaults, and 
Lou Folds, who juggles while on 
skates, are other features, 


Closing the first part is “When the 
Minstrels Come to Town,” a nostal- 
gic production number retained from 

st season. It recalls favorites of 
another generation, including Eddie 
Leonard and Lillian Russell, again 
impersonated by Claire Dalton. An- 
other fine production number is 
“The Nutcracker” (suite), with Miss 
Hyldoft and Baxter aided by the full 
ensemble. 

“Breaking the Ice,” which opens 
the show, is a new song of that title 
by Al Stillman and Paul McGrane, 
warbled by Nola Fairbanks, Richard 
Craig and Melba Welch, doing vocals 
mostly from elevated boxes. Ditty 
should be popular. bee. 





Legit Follow-Up 











VOICE OF THE TURTLE 
(Morosco, N. Y.) 

Margaret Sullavan, Audrey Christie 
and Wendell Corey took over at the 
Morosco, N. Y., last week for five 
performances of “The Voice of the 
Turtle,” as a sort of run-through for 
their forthcoming London presenta- 
tion of the John van Druten play, 
and the four-year-old comedy still 





Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering June 2-14) 
“Accidentally Yours” — §S 
Chi. (2-14). ate 
on Lucasta”—Plymouth, Bost. 
“Anna Lucasta” — i 
Pi 5 Geary, Frisco 
“Barretts of Wimpole St a 
Biltmore, L. A. (2-7), Pers 
“Blackouts of 1947”—El Capi 
Hollywood (2-14), en 
“Bloomer Girl”—Aud., Pueblo (2): 
Chief, Colo. Spr. (3); Aud., Denver 
(4-6); Biltmore, L. A. (9-14). 
aia Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi. 
aim Me Mister”—Blackstone. Chi. 
“Carnival oO 7 — 3 
he n Ice Cass, Det. 
“Carousel”—-Shubert, Chi. (2-14) 
“Dark Memory” — Lyric, Bridge- 
port (6-7); Wilbur, Bost. (9-14), 
.."Laura’—Harris, Chi, (2-14). 
“Lute Song”—Nat'l, Wash. (2-14). 
Oklahoma!” — His Majesty’s, 
wes — 3 Forrest, Philly (9-14) 
" no ur Teeth” — ; 
L Ae. Coronet, 
“Song of Norway”—Curr i 
(naar } Curran, Frisco 
“The Iceman Cometh” — Stude- 





Denver, June 3. 
auditorium 


With the city 





| in use 
for “Holiday on Ice,” Billie Burke 
was forced to use the East high 


| school auditorium for her “Accident- 
j ally Yours,” where it did only $1,100 
| (1,827 seats at $3.60 top). 

| Meanwhile, “Holiday on Ice” 
‘grossed $65,000 with 4.500 seats at 
$2.50 top in 10 nights and two 
matinees, 


baker, Chi. (2-14). 
“The Red Mill” 
| Chi. (2-7). 

| “The Two Mrs. Carrolls”—Mi hi- 
|8an, Ann Arbor (2); Palace. Flint 
(3); Temple Saginaw (4): Michigan 
box & (9); Keith's, Gr. Rapids 
| (6-7); ate, Kalamaz - Bij 

| Batths “Cote azoo (9); Bijou, 


| 
| — Opera House, 


(10); His a te Bed 
Mont’l. (12-14). is Majesty's, 
|_ “Three to Mak oe . 
| Bost. (2-14). e Ready”—Colonial, 


Plays on Broadway 


Continued from page 50 


shows. 


——< ee 





sparkles 
champagne. 

The two femmes in the roles they 
originated, and Corey in the Elliott 
Nugent part, make the lines crackle 


like a fresh bottle of 


and the SRO audiences howl. (The 
recent two-for-ones were tempo- 
rarily suspended). Corey is likeable 
and boyish, with a _ quiet Style 
mannered after Nugent's, though 
more alert, yet in a performance 
more gently keyed than in his 
“Dream Girl” acting of last season. 
Miss Sullavan’s high-pitched delivery 
and wispish warmth contrast vividly 
| with Miss Christie’s pert brassiness. 
Latter’s volatile performance, her 
sharp delivery and expert timing, 
make her part outstanding. Miss 
Sullavan underplays at the start. but 
perks up quickly to give out with 
| all her soft appeal. Trio proves once 
more what a smooth sermon on 
sugar-in-sin this show can be when 
played so expertly, and what a likely 
conquest of England they'll make. 
Bron. 


Welles Does Everything 
But His Magico Act In 
Utah ‘Macbeth’ Revival 


Salt Lake City, May 28. 

Orson Welles’ current version of 
the Shakespearian standby, “Mac- 
beth,” is Welles from curtain to cur- 
tain—and good Welles. It’s a Welles 
production, a Welles adaptation, a 
Welles directing job—and a Welles 
interpretation of the title role. It’s 
pretty hard-to find anything wrong 
with any of them. 

The play is being shown here for 
four evening performances, and two 
matinees for school children, with 
the avowed intention of seeing if 
any changes are needed for a Re- 
public picturization soon to go be- 
fore the cameras. 


Welles’ adaptation cut the famous 
tragedy down to two acts that keep 
moving for just an hour and three- 
quarters, and the trimmed version 
makes good theatre. It’s coherent 
from beginning to end and moves 
fast. Welles plays the lead with a 
flamboyant touch, and the booming 
Welles voice is one of the few in 
the cast that gives all the customers 
in the balcony a chance to hear 
every word. 

A new wrinkle introduced here, 
and to be: used in the picture, is the 
use of a slight Scottish accent by al 
— 

















| 


Maebeth 


Utah Centennial Commission and the 
University Theatre production (in coopera- 
tion with American National Theatre and 
Academy) of tragedy in two acts by Wile 
liam Shapespeare. Produced and adapted 
by Oraon Welles; settings, Robert Shapiro; 





costumes, Ricki Grisman. At Kingsbury 
Hall, Salt Lake City, May 28, ‘47; $3.00 
top. 
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players. Instead of making it harder 
to understand, it makes the delivery 
of the cast more deliberate and re- 
sults in complete comprehension. 

Jeanette Nolan, as Lady Macbeth, 
does a sound job. Her lines are de- 
livered with intensity and _ intelli- 
gence and her good looks enhance 
her interpretation. With Macbeth 
virtually a two-actor play, the rest 
of the cast is necessarily in the back- 
srouné. At opening, the Mercury 

heatre members of the troupe were 
good, while the local fillins didn’t 
rate more than adequate. 

Donal O’Herlihy, a graduate of the 
Gate and Abbey theatres, is a swash- 
buckling Macduff, an ex-screen 
moppet Roddy McDowall does a sen- 
sitive, if somewhat self-conscious, 
job of Malcom, John McIntire, in the 
enlarged role of The Friar, seems 
a little too cognizant of the beauty 
of his vocal tones. 

The set is strictly impressionistic, 
with black sides and back, and a 
sweeping stairway that gives almost 
everyone a chance to grab the cen- 
ter of attention. No footlights are 
used, side and front spots giving the 
only light. The effect is somberly fit- 


ae 

hief compliment to Welles as 3 
popularizer of the classic came at the 
preem from the audience notorious 
for its ability to sit on its hands 
They did everything but cheer at the 
final curtain, and gave the cast SIX 





( 


curtain calls, almost unheard “ here 
erl. 
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Irish Ban 24 Novels 


Irish literary censors have had a 
big day with a record list. of 24 
novels banned for being “in their 
general tendency indecent.” List 
consists of “Written on the Wind,” 
by Robert Wilder; “The Mocking 
Bird Is Singing,” by E. Louise Mally; 
“Men Shut Their Doors,” by Jaspar 
Sayer; “The Wind Cannot Read,” 
by Richard Mason; “Past All Dis- 
honor,” by James M. Cain; “A Fool- 
ish Wind,” by Francis Askham; 


“I’1] Get You for This,” by James | 


Hadley Chase; “A. Pin’s Fee,” by 
Peter de Polnay; “Coming Home,” 
by Lester Cohen. 


Also “Holdfast,” by A. G. Street; | 


“Cowards and Brave Men,” by John 
M. Milling; “Deep Shadows,” by 
Audrey Bushby; “Lift Up Your 
Jates,” by Maura Laverty; “Nico- 
demus,” by Dorothy Walworth; 
“Man on Fire,” by Clifford M. Pot- 
ter: “The Fall of Valor,” by Charles 
Jackson; “Back,” by Henry Green; 
“East of Temple Bar,” by Joan 
Suter; “Russian Symphony,” by Guy 
Adams; “The Desert Crime,” by Ro- 
land Daniel; “Cal] the Lady Indis- 
creet,” by Paul Whelton; “Time 
Gentlemen! Time,” by Norah Hoult: 
“The Happy Generation,” 


Kormendi; “The Beast of the Haitian | 
Hills,” by Philippe Thoby-Marcelin | 


and Pierre Marcelin. 
For the same reason two English 


Sunday newspapers—Sunday . Pic- 
iorial and The People—and two 
magazines, London Opinion and 
Magazine Digest, also got the rap. 


Decision on The People was ap- 
pealed and the appeal was upheld, 
paper returning to Irish circulation 
after one week. Magazine Digest is 
banned for six months. Because “re- 


cent issues have advocated the un- | 


natural prevention of conception” an 
English woman’s magazine, Home 
Chat, is banned for three months. 





Comic Mag Pubs Organize 


In an attempt to get increased 
recognition of well-edited comics by 
parent-teacher and other groups as a 
constructive social force, 35 pub- 
lishers of comic mags have formed 
their own group, Assn. of Comics 
Magazine Publishers. Organizers 
felt that the National Publishers 
Assn., to which some comics pub- 
lishers belong, has not been giving 
them the attention they feel they 
merit. 

New elected 


association has 


George T. Delacorte, Jr., head of | 


Dell, as prexy, with M. C. Gaines, 
Educational Comics head, veepee, 
and Alfred Harvey, of the firm 
bearing his name, -secretary and 
treasurer. Delacorte said the new 
group will act a a guiding body for 
editorial standards, will set up a 
public relations program for the in- 
dustry, and will be a clearing house 
for research and statistical data. 





Boston Dailies Cited 


New way to cement relations be- 
tween an organization not entirely 
disinterested in publicity and the 
press was demonstrated in Boston 
this week when the American Insti- 
tute for Democracy awarded cita- 
tions to all the Boston newspapers 
for “important contributions made 
by newspapers on behalf of unity 
among Americans of every race, 
creed and national origin.” 

Citation dinner brought out top 
men of each paper, the citations go- 
ing to Robert B. Choate of the Her- 
ald-Traveler, Henry Gillen of the 
Post, John I. Taylor of the Globe, 


Harold Kern of the Record-Ameri- | 


can-Advertiser and Erwin Canham 
of the Christian Sciepce Monitor. 
An additional citation went to Wil- 
liam Mullins, political writer of The 
Herald. Together the citations rep- 
resentéd nine newspapers. That's 
all there are in Boston. 





Favor Factual War Books 

War books, anathema after the 
close of the conflict, are in favor 
again. War fiction isn't particularly 
wanted, nor are the narrow per- 
Sonal experiences of those who 
fought very much desired either. 
But publishers are now keen for fac- 
tual accounts touching on important 
phases of the war, or on key figures, 
to round out the complete history 
of the big imbroglio. 

It's giving an opportunity to those 
War correspondents who have 
already written a book or books on 


what they saw or learned, to do so | 


now. Martin Sheridan, who covered 
Various fighting areas for the Boston 


Globe, has had his “Overdue and | 
Presumed Lost” just brought out by | 
John | 


Marshall Jones & Co., and 
La Cerva, who served the Philly 


eee, 


Bulletin likewise, also has a war 
book out, “The Conquerer Comes to 
Tea,” published by the Rutgers Uni- 
versity Press. 

_Both placed by Bertha Klausner, 
literary agent who has mostly news- 
papermen and women as her clients. 
She says anyone who can fill in the 
history of the war ean easily get 
published currently. 





McGraw-Hill Preps Hayseed Mag 





by Ferenc} 


not | 


Expanding into the general mag 
| field, as it has done in its formerly 
| Specialized book division, McGraw- 


| Hill is preparing to get out a farm | 


| publication. It’s being denied at the 
| McGraw-Hill quarters that the proj- 
ect is definitely set as yet, but the 
| planned amalgamation of two of its 
| periodicals, Aviation and Aviation 
| News, into Aviation Week, is said to 
| be for the purpose of obtaining the 
| necessary paper for the farm mag. 
Host of national and regional farm 
| publications will necessarily give 


| McGraw-Hill stiff competition. 





Wire Congress For Sound? 
Mag writer Jack H. Pollack has a 
;}piece on _ broadcasting Congress 


jin the July Pageant. Pollack polled 
;}@ cross-section of Congress on the 
The piece contains the 
;Opinions of Senators Bilbo, 
|nelly, Pepper, Capper, etc., on 
whether legislative proceedings 
|should be aired. A former Senate 
| Committee official, Pollack did the 
{pioneer study on the subject several 
| years ago. 


| proposal. 





Irish Printers’ Backlog 
Gum Publications—Irish Govt.- 
| Sponsored company for production of 
| books in the Irish language—is stack- 


has a backlog of 120 books and 
plays awaiting publication because 
printers gan't be found to do the 
work. ‘ 

With only 70% of their prewar 
capacity Irish printers have 


and publishers of books and maga- 
zines are hawking their work 


or able, to accept the orders. Even 
smalltime printers with limited type 
ranges and out-of-date equipment 
are finding themselves flooded with 
work which the larger city houses 
can't undertake. No sign of improve- 
ment is indicated as delays on orders 
of new machinery from Britain run 
up to two years or more. 





Remote Control Tyler 
Nearest Parker Tyler has ever 
come to a screen star, or Hollywood, 
despite his having authored “The 
| Hollywood Hallucination” last year 
and now “Magic and Myth of the 
Movies,” is his 14-year-old nephew 
/Richard Tyler, who boxed Ingrid 
'Bergman in “The Bells of St. Mary’s” 
| Moppet also starred in Moss Hart’s 
“Christopher Blake” in legit. 
Parker Tyler works out of New 
York. 








Expands Press Book 


| directory, 


New York,” issued last year, has 





pand its sequel into “The Working 
Press of the Nation.” New one is a 
weighty tome, indexing the key per- 


‘tures and picture services in 
‘nation’s 15 largest cities. Sells for 
$15 a copy, 
| twice a year. 
Volume was edited by Farrell, 
| with Herbert Muschel as assoc. ed. 
| Farrell regularly is publisher of the 
digest mag, The Woman. 





CHATTER 


Peter Donald to be guest editor of 
Coronet Magazine. 

Harriet Arnold in Hollywood to 
}interview John Ford for Satevepost. 
| C. 8S. Forester off to England, to 
be followed shortly by Evelyn 
Waugh. 
| Dick Richards, British stage and 
| film critic, looking over the Holly- 
| wood scene. 

Paul Gallico to start a three-day- 
'a-week column for McNaught Syn- 
dicate July 1. 





Eleanor Counts has authored 
“Recording Service, Inc.,” tale of 

| Hollywood li e. 
Featurette on Judy Canova’s 


career set for forthcoming issue of 
| Magazine Digest. 

Pittsburgh’s slick newsmag week- 
ly, Bulletin-Index, will go monthly 
beginning June 1. 

! Maxwell Hamilton and Bill Tread- 


| (“Let’s Put Congress on the Air”) | 


Con- |} 


ing up its manuscripts and already | 


around to find some printers willing, | 


Successful reception accorded his | 
‘The Working Press of | 


prompted Tom Farrell to greatly ex- | 


, sonnel of the dailies and news, fea- | 
the 


including supplements | 


well in Hollywood on 
Fawcett Publications. 


eastern story department, doing a 
book-length whodunit. 





profile on Louis Prima for Septem- 
| ber Pageant magazine. 

{ Charles Samuels in Hollywood on 
his annual tour of the film studios 
for Motion Picture mag. 


| Hudo Gutierrez Camacho and Car- | 
j los Dillman gandering Hollywood for | 


Todo, Mexican magazine. 
| David Goodis’ third novel. 
hold This Woman,” will be published 
in the fall by Appleton-Century. 
| Walker Winslow is the author of 
“If A Man Be Mad,” published un- 


der the nom de plume of Harold 
Maine, 
Daniel S. Gillmor, who used to 


edit the now-defunct pic mag. Fri- 
| day, to Survey Graphic as an asso- 
ciate ed 

Geoffrey Holmes’ novel, “Finders 
Keepers,” will be published by Ban- 
tam Books, with a first printing of 
| 250,000. 
| James Russell to Hollywood to rep- 
resent Random House in the pro- 
| motion of the Michael Morgan novel. 
| “Nine More Lives.” 

Fiction writer Donald Wollheim 
will be editor of a new weird-story 
mag to be put out by Avon Book Co.. 
called Avon Fantasy Reader. 

Crowell is bringing ou‘ a third 
edition of Jay Dratler’s novel, “The 
; Pitfall,” which will be filmed 
| Sam Bischoff and Dick Powell. 

Sheila Howarth arrived in Holly- 
wood as motion picture correspond- 
ent for the Kemsley chain of news- 
papers in England and Scotland. 

Price of the Toledo Sunday Times 
has been upped from 12 to 15 cents. 
| upper frome 12 to 15¢ and morning 
| weekday isst'es raised from 4 to 5c. 

Idwal “Ver- 


DY 


Jones’ new book, 


. . . . . { 
milion,” tale of California vineyards | 


| published by Prentice-Hall, launched 
| with a champagne festival at San 
Jose. 

Albert Goldberg, assistant to 
Claudia Cassidy, first-stringer drama 
and music of Chicago Tribune, leav- 
ing Trib to go to Los Angeles Times 
!as music critic. 

Fred C. Kelly, author of “George 


much | 
more work than they can produce | aie peage | 
| Ade: Warmhearted Satirist,” editing 


;the writings of the famous humor- 
| ist, to be published by Bobbs-Merrill 


in August under the title “The 
| Permanent Ade.” 
| Henry Edward Halseth’s novel, 


“The Chair for Martin Home,” re- 


lcently bought at a high figure by | 


| 20th-Fox, went begging in Holly- 
|} wood studios for two years before 


it appeared in book form. 
| A. A. Schecter, veepee in charge 
|casting, has written a chapter on 
‘radio as a medium of publicity for 
| the forthcoming “Working Press of 
the Nation,” a compilation of news- 


Farrell. 


Bobbs-Merrill received mss. of 
Robert J. Casey’s new book, “More 
Interesting People,” to be published 
in October, a sequel to “Such In- 





‘lections about 
quired by the veteran reporter in his 
long career. 

Sid Olsen and Mary Gleason, who 
collaborated (anonymously) on that 
| Bing Crosby story 
Fortune, also did the fine piece on 
Paramount (“Oscar For Profits”) in 
the current (June) issue, What 





| partially inspired them to do a fol-' 
lowup piece was the extraordinary | 
cooperation extended them by studio | 
Ginsberg when they | 


| boss Henry 
were researching the Crosby story. 


| Equity | 


Continued from page 51 joa 

















Seemann 
‘upon by raising of colored slips, and 
‘it was alleged that departees had 
left their slips on chairs and some 
not privileged to vote had picked 
them up. 


Indications are that the final dis-. 


position of the amendment will be 
,by referendum to the whole mem- 
bership and not of a general meet- 


ing in New York. Council may or- | 


der such procedure or it can be 
carried out by order of a petition, 
which looks certain, if the council 
doesn’t act. Clause that started the 
‘argument would give the council the 
right to elect to seniority juniors who 
appea red in at least three shows 
within two years but had not worked 
30 weeks. 
in half a dozen plays but had not 
acted that long. 

Indie ticket did not include Ray- 
mond Massey and Elliott Nugent, 
two councillors who were nomi- 
nated, though they were endorsed 
by the indies. 


business for | ete 


Walter Hartman, of Paramount's | 


Roy Barclay Hodges completed a 


“Be- | 


of special events at Mutual Broad- | 


paper personnel being published by | 


teresting People,” a group of recol- | 
newspapermen, | 
gleaned from the newspaper lore ac- | 


in last winter's , 


Claimed that some were | 
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Hollywood, June lL 

Victim of a grapevine charge (oh, my aching ego!) that I threw a loaded 
question at Henry Wallace at a press Session, I must say in rebuttal that 
, it was Paul Robeson, not I, who threw the question. I merely asked the 
ex-viceprez, and current editor of a weekly, if he would be willing to play 
politics on Broadway as a super-show to Robeson in “Othello?” 

told him that Robeson had been quoted in Variety under the byline 
of James L. Connors from Albany, N. Y., to that effect. Wallace laughed 
when asked if he would accept such a booking, but doubted if it would be 
practical. Still, he liked the show of Robeson’s hospitality, since it con- 


trasted so sharply with the brush Hollywood's crock of culture bad 
given to him 
After checking on the 57G Wallace grossed for one performance when 


booked into the Gilmore stadium, after being blown out of the Bowl, I'm 
beginning to wonder if the offer to split a Broadway billing shouldn't 
come from Wallace instead of Robeson. Was there ever before in America’s 


history a vicepresident, active or ex, who could draw much more than 
his cwn breath, let alone $57,000? 
Looks Like Pitch for the Roxy Record 
As an added attraction, Katharine Hepburn baiting red-baiters while 


robed in a flaming red dress and a decidedly sunburned nose might turn 
the thing into a roadshow that could run well into The Payoff in Novem- 
ber. Instead of using acrobats to open, Wallace might book the Hollywood 
Bow! officials in a boomerang act, he being very skilled at throwing these, 
too. 

Since both Miss Hepburn and Robeson think it’s time for show people 
to take the fight for freedom into the politician’s cloak room, it seems 
only fair for politicians in turn to enter show biz and fight for their 
grosses. While none has approached Wallace as a boxoffice attraction, 
Dewey can sing and Truman, with or without Lauren Bacall, can play a 
piano. What Stassen can do besides talk sense hasn't been revealed as yet, 
Since he once worked on the railroads it's quite possible he can imitate 
a train leaving the station. 

Supported by such a cast as surrounded Wallace in Hollywood, I can 
see a ticket of Wallace and Stassen on a country-wide tour and cleaning 
up both at the gate and the ballot box. I realize that Presidential races 
are limited by law to a nut of $3,000,000, or about half what it costs to 
make a Drool in the Sun. But politicians have discovered devices whereby 
they can spend $20,000,000 on a national election and never have it show 
on the official swindle sheet. I suspect those devices would be equally 
available to a roadshow such as this. 

Six Minutes of Politix? Utopia! 

As the Hollywood show of the Progressive Citizens of America raised 
$31,975 in a floor collection to broadcast Wallace’s spiel by transcription, 
I think I have an idea here that might increase the listening audience, 
As he is selling ideas, why not sell it as snipes and soap are sold? Why 
not limit the political pitch to two minutes at the opening, a gagged sales- 
spiel in the middle and a straight sales-talk at the end? Six minutes of 
politics on a half-hour program, with Robeson playing Othello and Hep- 
burn playing Desdemona, sounds to me like a winning parley. And if it 
sagged anywhere Robeson could always sing. 

Not one to trust the California climate once winter has passed into 
winter, I set out for the Gilmore stadium on that clear May evening in 
long woolen underwear, hand-knitted wool socks, a wool plaid shirt, a 
Harris tweed suit, an overcoat and a beret. I was dressed just right. Had 
there been a cell of chivalry in me 1 would have draped the overcoat at 
least over Miss Hepburn, who was performing in a cardinal-colored crepe 
de chine evening gown. She opened colder than a Phileco refrigerator. 

A Mugg No Raleigh 

But there is no Sir Walter Raleigh in me. The last time I saw her that 
close was on the RKO lot, where she was playing Elizabeth to Freddie 
| March’s Essex. Maybe the realization of what Bloody Bess did to both 
Raleigh and Essex froze whatever compassion I felt for Queen Katie as 
she issued her battle cry of freedom. 

As she warmed up to her speech, however, I felt that neither of us really 
needed the overcoat. She covered the country like a heat wave. She 
cited examples of suppressions in radio, legit, literature, education, art 
‘and finally pictures. She said the Un-American Committee tried to frighten 
Norman Corwin off the air, he the winner of the “One World” award. She 
reminded the 27,000 paying customers that “Deep Are the Roots” had been. 
investigated by the Thomas Rankin committee because it dared show the 
| plight of the Negro veteran in a postwar South. She cited Paul Robeson 
| being heaved out of two public buildings in the north. She recalled the 
banning of Howard Fast’s “Citizen Tom Paine” from the libraries of New 
| York and Detroit. She told them that State Senator Tenney, with a litiie 
'UnAmerican committee in: California, had attacked everybody—from the 
man who had set up the operations of the draft law, the.current provost 
of UCLA, Clarence Dykstra, down to students who sympathized with 
motion picture strikers. 

“Senator Tenney,” she shouted, “has just introduced 11 bills, which, if 
passed, will set education back 50 years. These men have learned well that 
the hand that rocks the cradle shakes the world. They are determined to 
have thought control from the cradle to the grave. And a synonym for 
thought control is mass ignorance.” 

From Sen. Tenney to Rep. J. Parnell Thomas was but a step, and this 
, Katie for Congress let him have it for his personally-conducted “smear- 
ing campaign of the motion picture industry. He is aided and abetted 
in this effort by a group of Hollywood super-patriots who call themselves 
the Motion Picture Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideals. For 
myself I want no part of their ideals or those of Thomas. Sufffce is to say 
that on June 28, 1944, shortly after the formation of this Alliance, ap- 
' proximately 1,000 member delegates of 17 motion picture guilds and unions 
met to repudiate this organization and everything for which it stands.” 

Shirley Temple, 1938, Margie, 1947 


She pointed out the validity of this action by subsequent events. The 
| executive secretary of the Alliance, Dr. John Lechner (since fired). took 
the liberty of releasing a list of films which were called subversive. They 
were “The Best Years of Our Lives,” “Pride of the Marines,” “The Strange 
Loves of Martha Ivers,” “Boomerang” and “Margie.” She rolled “Margie” 
out on her tongue with loving satire and got a laugh that must have rolled 
from coast to coast. 

“When,” she wanted to know, “had these super-patriots raised a voice 
on the subject of housing, or full employment or adequate health legis- 
lation, or discrimination against minorities, or feudal labor legislation 
such as just past by the Congress? And where do these men stand in the 
fight for peace?” 


Katie for Prez 

Born herself in Hartford, she said America became great not because 
of the Salem witch-hunts but in spite of them. “We are still great,” she 
added, “because the American people have always accepted the challenge 
of new ideas—from the day that freedom was born in 1776 to this very 
moment.’ 

That should have been her finish, but she went on for a few 
stanzas. Fortunately, she got off the political merry-go-round before she 
began to wind down, She was placed next-to-closing and beyond ques- 
tion stole the show. She could have taken 20 bows. She took none So 
the 27,000 got up and gave h a rising ovation. Say, if “The Farmer's 
Daughter” could get elected 1 ress. what about the doctor's daughter 
for President? Or am I } ried away a dame merely because 
she has smashed a house ! Besides. was it Wallace who pulled 
them in. in the first place? OKay, but she held them in there. Give a 


more 


} grand trouper her due. 
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Broadway 


Tom Ewell out of “John Loves 
Mary” last week with injured leg. 

Dario, La Martinique’s op, flew 
to Europe last week to gander talent. 

Valerie Cossart and father, Ernest, 
drove off to Hollywood Sunday (1). 


Milt Lewis, of Paramount studio’s 
talent dept. east to visit ailing 
mother. 


Larry -Wiener, the adman’s wife, 
operated on at Polyclinic hospital 
for kidney ailment, 


The Al Raymonds (& Caverly) 
celebrated their 29th wedding anni- 
versary Mon. (2). 


Morris Jacobs general manager for 
Rodgers & Hammerstein, home with 
steel sliver in eyeball. 


Bretaigne Windust off to Coast to 
pick up his Warner Bros. director | 
contract for one and a half years, 


Mildred Natwick to Coast a week 
ago for assignment in Metro's “Kiss- 
ing Bandit,” starring Frank Sinatra. 

Nat Dorfman’s play, “Errant 
Lady,” will be done at Worcester 
(Mass.) Playhouse week of June 23. 
Sons,” purchased a two-family house , 
at 31 Grace Court, Brooklyn, and ac- 
tor Basil Rathbone bought a house 
at 9 E. 92d. 

Jesse Kaye, former Loew talent 
booker now heading «iGM Records’ | 
Coast operations, vacationing in New | 
York. 

Dorothy Kirsten may cancel pro- 
jected summer trip to Paris to ap- 
pear in strawhats in one of Somerset 
Maugham’s plays. 

Carol Hammerstein, daughter of 
Arthur and Dorothy (Dalton) Ham- 
merstein, to act this summer at 
Gretna Playhouse, Mt. Gretna, Pa., 
strawhat. 

New musical group, American 
Society for Musical Interpretation 
of Bible, to have preem concert at 
Town Hall June 17, with music by 
Bloch, Jacobi and Sandberg. 

Martin Manulis, managing director 
of the Westport Country Playhouse 
which begins 13th season June 30, set 
Herbert Brodkin as scenic designer 
for the 10-week season at Westport. 

James J. Geller, Eagle-Lion pro- 
ducer, back to the Coast after a 
quickie to N. Y. for the wedding 
Sunday (1) of his 19-year-old 
daughter Janet to Robert Adelman, 
a New Haven boy. 

Patrece Snyder and Ann Wein- 
ge cen, Eagle-Lion publicity femmes, 
co:abbing on a.tune, “Repeat Per- 
formance,” which Beverly Music 
has published. Song plugs E-L’s pic 
oi the same label. 

Marjorie Cummings, having joined 
Mrs. Henry (Mildred) insberg 
east, latter is extending her N. Y. 
stay. Now looks as if her husband 
(Par studio chief) won’t be able to 
join her for a holiday. ~ 

iovanni Martinelli and American 
tenor Brooks McCormack sailed for 
Italy last week. Former’s rejoining 
family for first time since war, while 
latter is booked for series of sum- 
mer opera appearances in Italian 
cities, 

Ella Logan recuping at her farm, 
having just closed in “Finian’s 
Rainbow,” before going into the 
Roxy. Meantime her husband, Fred 
Finklehoffe, Universal writer-pro- 
ducer, planed to London for a 
quickie visit with Jed Harris. 

Howard W. Kramer, for 18 months 
in charge of CBS’ picture pub- 
licity before the war, and former 
ship news reporter, last week was 
named advertising and _ publicity 
manager of the Cunard White Star 
Line. He joined the firm four 
months ago. 


Miami Beach 
By Larry Solloway 

Copacabana set to reopen July 3. 

Park Avenue Club shuttering for 
summer. 

Tom Williams 
room as manager, 

Station WINZ granted full-time 
operation by FCC. 

Harry Richman signed by Decca 
for album recordings. 

Dean Murphy back in town with 
his Dorothy Dey, for rest. 

Huyler restaurant chain opened 
branch in new Miami theatre. 

Kitty Davis held over Stan Erwin, 
comic, with Hilda Ramos added. 

Club Bali's new revolving bar a 
click with continuous show policy. 

Danny Yates orch set for summer 
at new Delmonico’s in Saratoga 
(N. Y.). 

Jan Kiepura and Marta Eggerth 
vacashing at the Versailles, ditto 
Burt Lancaster and family. 

Club 22 installed Latin girl show 
Tuesday (3) with Mickey Grasso 
= naar back talent from Havana 

rip. 

Sylvia Froos in town for vacash. 

Miami supper clubs got official 
— on the later closing hour (5 
a.m.). 

International Variety clubs will 
stage 1948 convention here, according 
to George Hoover, chief barker for 
local tent. 

Sam Swerdloff, of legit theatre 
group here, prepping trip to New 
York to set bookings for theatre, 
nearing completion. 

Dick (M-G-M) Thorpe planed in 
to gander possible locations for new 
ic featuring Esther Williams, Peter 

wford and Jimmy Durante. 

Weela Gallez and her leerics new 
feature at Blackamoor room with 

















into Blackamoor 


Johnny Duggan, Lou Vogle and 
Frankie Froeba’s trio held over. — 

Herb Elisburg planed to N. Y. this 
week to join Sam Swerdloff in con- 
ferences with producers anent book- 
ings of road companies into new 
legit theatre. ; 

Defeat of anti-bookie bill in state 
legislature has led to charges of at- 
tempted bribery with a full investi- 
gation on Dade county and other 
gambling areas. 

Miami city manager ordered com- 
plete survey and investigation of 
nitery licenses. Law requires them 
to be air conditioned and sound- 
proofed, among other things. 

Ned Schuyler planed to N. Y. last 
week for gander at talent and to set 
definite date with Sophie Tucker for 
next season at his Beachcomber. 
Will continue top name policy. 

Stanton Kettler, general manager 
of WGBS, just missed ill-fated East- 
ern Air Lines plane which crashed 
over Maryland. Was supposed to 
join Norman McKay, WBAY man- 
ager, who was on the DC-4 Ed/|} 
Donner, another victim, was on his 
way here to discuss plans for legit 
theatre in which he had heavy in- 
terest. 





Atlantic City 


By Joe W. Walker 

Larry Steele emcee at Harlem 
club. 

Pupi Campo musicrew opened at 
Hotel Chelsea. 

Harry James’ horses going great 
guns at the Atlantic City racetrack. 

Ralph Melendez band with Dorita 
into Round-the-World room at Presi- 
dent. 

Phil Spitalny’s all-girl “Hour of 
Charm” orchestra here tomorrow 
(4) night for concert in auditorium. 

Steel Pier featured Charlie Spivak 
band with Frank Marlowe and Con- 
hie Boswell heading the vaudeville 
on Memorial Day weekend. 

Babette’s, new show includes Paco 
& Hilda, Gloria Wallis. Harriet Lane, 
Bernice Claire, Mildred Ray’s 
dancers and Benny Moris band. 

Charlie Jones band at Paradise 
with Billy Mitchell, Margaret Wat- 
kins, Sherry Sisters, Tahiti, Ranny 
Leftwich. Spot opened early to 
catch Shriner crowd. 

Harold Lloyd, comedian and pro- 
ducer, made chief Rabban by An- 
cient Arabis Order Nobles of the 
Mystic Shrine here last week. He's 
a member of Al Malaikah Temple, 
Los Angeles: 


Cleveland 


By Glenn Pullen 

Kitty Kallen at Tommy McGinty’s 
Mounds Club. 

Bud Friedman appointed manager 
of Vogue, new Warner house. 

Arnie Arnold’s orch_ replacing 
George Duffy’s at Statler for sum- 
mer. 

Variety Club getting its new $60,- 
000 clubhouse ready for late June 
baptismal. 

Rose Murphy back at Skybar’s 
piano between dates at New York’s 
Blue Angel. 

Jack Whitney doing dance lead in 
cafe version of “Brigadoon” at Al- 
pine Village. 

William Boehm replaced Myron 
Ryan as lead in Alpine Village op- 
eretta troupe. 

Jay Seiler, comedian, into Golden 
Dragon after run at downtown 
Vogue Room. 

Eddie White, comic, teaming up 
with Peter Higgins at Borsellino’s on 
same bill next week. 

Tilda Morse, captain of Met Opera 
Co. ballet, directing dances for Cain 
Park’s seven musicals, 

Edward Hearn, Play House tech 
director, joining theatre arts dept. 
of University of California. 

Remodeled Normandie Room hav- 
ing Joey Bishop and Sal Gummings’ 
unit take shutters off June 9. 

Euclid Beach Park opened ball- 
room under a private club charter, 
with Vic Stuart’s outfit as starter. 

Russ Carlyle visited relatives here, 
after six-month stay at Chicago’s 
Blackstone, before starting western 
junket. 

Ted Korosy withdrew from two 
Cain Park strawhat shows to take 
12-week contract at St. Louis Muny 
Opera Co. 

Ed Fisher, advertising director for 
Loew’s houses here, resigned be- 
cause of ill health. Howard Senora 
pinch-hitting. . 

“Cry of Laughter,” drama by Mrs. 
Florence Kahn of Baltimore, won 
$500 first prize in Hermit Club’s 
playwriting contest, which drew 386 


entries, 
Honolulu 


By Mabel Thomas 

Leo Spitz Royal Hawaiianing it for 
three weeks. 

John Halliday and wife back at 
their Kahala home. 

Merriam Cooper at the Royal 
without partner John Ford. 

The Kyle Palmers of L. A. Times 
in for a three weeks’ vacation. 

_ Cedric Gibbons, of M-G-M, gander- 
ing locations for “Robinson Crusoe.” 

Tommy Kearn landed contract for | 
distribution of Columbia records 
here. 

Community Players brought over 
Bea Newport for lead in “Joan of 
Lorraine.” 

Henry Holloway, St. Louis theatre 
owner, visiting brother, Capt, Hollo- 








London 


Will Hay to Norway again to re- 
cuperate on doctor’s orders, 
Michael Standing back at BBC as 
director of variety after a year’s ill- 
ness. 
Actor-Producer Peter Dearing bur- 
glarized, thieves getting away with 
jewels valued over $4,000. 
Cambridge University Footlights 
Dramatic Club back in operation 
after being suspended during the 


war, 

Attack of laryngitis kept Wendy 
Hiller out of cast of “Tess of the 
D'Urbervilles” for a short time after 
Piccadilly opening. 

Reginald Beckwith’s reform school 
play “Boys in Brown,” revived at 
Arts Theatre Club, May 28, earned 
enthusiastic reception. 

Emile Littler has assigned de- 
signer Cecil Beaton to work on re- 
vival of “Charley’s Aunt,” which is 
due to open at Brighton sometime 
in July. 

Geoffrey Whitworth resigned as 
director of the British Drama League, 


which he founded in 1919, Succes- 
sor not yet named. 
Edmundo Ros and his rhumba 


band, back at Astor Club, where he 
has been away since February, re- 
placing Harry Roy, who starts vaude- 
ville season. 

Jimmy McHugh, Jr., head of MCA, 
London, has signed Noel Coward for 
stage, film and radio work. Has also 
signature of Ann Todd for pic eon- 
tract in America, 


Business Men of Rhythm open in 
Palladium show, “Here, There and 
Everywhere,” sometime in June re- 
placing the Four Rhythmettes, who 
are returning .to America. 

Harry Green and wife sail on the 
Queen Elizabeth, June 4, expecting 
to be away for two weeks. On his 
return here, Green starts tour on his 
play, “Fifty-Fifty,” in the provinces. 

West End legit managers are di- 
vided on later openings of the thea- 
tres. Bronson Albery, Linnit & Dun- 
fee, H. M. Tennent, and Charles 
Cochran favor resumption of pre- 
war 8:30 time, while producer, 
Prince Littler, favors current 6:30 
time. 





Chicago 


J. J. Unger huddling with U. A.’s 
Rud Lohrez here. 

Victor Mature stopped off between 
trains for Hollywood. 

Herb Lyons in Milwaukee for 
premiere of “Copacabana.” 

Hoagy Carmichael will be guest of 
honor at dinner of Sigma Chi mag- 
azine, 

June Travis and her husband back 
from Europe where they managed 
a roller skating troupe. 

John Thompson and Civic Opera 
House officials tossed first night 
party for cast of “Red Mill.” 

Clark Gable who spent some time 
here trained to Indianapolis where 
he attended the Speedway race. 

Theatre Guild hosted cocktail 
party for casts of “Carousel,” “Ice- 
man Cometh” and “Fatal Weakness.” 


stopped in for short stay before 
going to Florida for location work. 

Mike Fish, formerly with Warners, 
has taken over Monte Carlo restaur- 
ant, which he’ll convert into fish 
house. * 

Gertrude Niesen’s husband, Al 
Greenfield, gifted her with Cadillac 
convertible for their wedding anni- 
versary. 

Carmen Miranda will check into 
the Chez Paree after the Danny 
Thomas engagement which begins 
this week. 

Jesse L. Lasky left for Hollywood 
after setting plans on “Miracle of 
the Bells.” Also looked over casting 
possibilities. 

Jack Durant has postponed plans 
for trip to England for tentative 
plans in motion picture version of 
“Follow the Girls.” 

George Jessel will be saluted at 
testimonial dinner here on July 15 
in return for his work in behalf 
of local showman. 

J. J. Shubert back to New York 
after completing plans for remodel- 
ing Great Northern theatre. Decor- 
ators will begin work immediately. 

General Edward Sebree arrived 
from Australia to witness last per- 
formance of “Harvey” here. He was 
in charge of tour Joe E. Brown took 
through South Pacific. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 

Bernie Hart weekended 
brother Moss. 

Herman Shumlin down for week- 
end with Martin Vorhaus, ditto Moe 
Behrmans. 

Moss Hart and Kitty Carlisle in 
from Hollywood for summer at 
Aquetong home. 

Cartoonist Harry Haenigsen’s Rus- 
sian wolfhound copped first prize at 
Somerville show. 

Ken Nicholson and Charlie Robin- 
son huddling over new play at 
Raven Rock farm. 

Jack Hazen, now a Washington 
p.a., in for look at family paper, 
Lambertville Beacon. 

Sixth annual Street Fair slated to 
begin July 3 in New Hope for Rec- 
reation Center benefit. 





with 








way, here. 


Paul Whiteman shipping Tennes- 


‘stock rights on 


Peter Lawford and Syd Charisse | 





see walkers from his Ringoes ranch 
to Devon Horse Show. 
Max Gordon and Jerry Chodorovs 
guests at Ann Kaufman’s Barleycorn 
Acres over Memorial Day weekend. 
Don Walker and family left by 
motor for L. A., where he'll orches- 
trate Sigmund pomapets rae en, 
i Crouse have r 
oy» Phy “State of the Union” 
to Theron Bamberger for Playhouse 
is summer. 
whey Christians, Dorothy Sands 
and“Papa Is All” company due into 
New Hope tomorrow (5) for dress 
rehearsals at Playhouse. id 
Victor Bodine handling publicity 
for Edgar Levy at Yardley barn. 
Helen Parrish and spouse Charles 
Lang signed for permanent com- 
ny. 
a: Bambergers moved down 
to Solebury home Friday (30). 
Tossed party for stockholders and 
cast following Playhouse opening 
Fri. (6). Biggest advance in history 
of the strawhatter. 





Las Vegas 


By Brigham Townsend 

Toni Lanier about town. 

Joe Schenck Flamingoing. 

Eddie Mannix suntanning. 

Cole Coleman into the Srvoy. 

Julius Klein planed back to L. A. 

Buddy Lester into Nevada Bilt- 
more. : 

Dane Clark suffering from sprained 
ankle. 

Moe Sedway bought 140 acres for 
new hostelry site. 

Hoot Gibson staging motorcycle 
races at D-4-C Ranch. ; 

Peter Lind Hayes vacationing with 
mother, Grace Hayes. 

Harvey Stone checks into Bar- 
baro’s Bowery June 11. , 

Murph McHenry planed into town 
to flack for Eddie Small. 

Gene Austin and the Sherrell Sis- 
ters clicking at El Cortez. : 

Club Bingo opens July 4 with a 
new Cadillac as door prize. 

Nevada’s first postwar theatre, the 
Fremont, opened to capacity. 

Radio Aces, Russell Swan and Nel- 
son Sisters into the Flamingo. 

Tommy Connors and Red Arm- 
strong taking over the Trap. 

Mary Hunter Fowley received di- 
vorce and property settlement. 

Dorothy Shay and e Wesson 
Bros. headlining El Rancho show. 

Octavus Roy Cohen gathering 
story material at the Rancho Vegas. 

Artini & Consuelo teaching after- 
noon dancing classes at Last Fron- 
tier. 

Frankie Foster’s Acquacade held 
over for_another three weeks at the 
Nevada Biltmore. 

Every act in town set for the 
Damon Runyon Cancer Fund show 
tomorrow night (4). 

Beatrice Kay making afternoon 
music store appearances during her 
Flamingo engagement, 

Chuck Morrison, Chief of Detec- 
tives, quit to become public rela- 
tions counsel of the Rancho Vegas. 


Montreal 


By Marc Thibeault 

Johnny Howard breaking all-time 
attendance record at El Morocco. 

Palace theatre to have new mar- 
quee front before the Princess, also 
scheduled for a facelift. 
_ Elisabeth Bergner will make her 
initial appearance here in “The Two 
Mrs. Carrolls” at His Majesty's, 
June 12. 

Monument to Canadian theatre 
pioneer George Rotsky, who died a 
year ago, was unveiled Sunday (1) 
- local Spanish-Portuguese Ceme- 
ery. 

_ “Joan of Lorraine,” staged by Eng- 
lish producer Malcolm Morley dur- 
ing a visit in Canada, did terrific 
business at MRT Playhouse with 
Marjorie Brewer in title role. 

Maurice Chevalier did three per- 
sonal appearanec3, at Archam- 
bault’s. Lindsay’s Music Stores and 
El Morocco nitery, where he was 
guested. El Morocco got Chevalier 
because it is partially owned by 
French - Canadian champ wrestler 
Yvon Robert, whom Chevalier knew 
in France before war, 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 
Town's class niteries shuttering for 








<-~% 
red Mac Millan, manager of 
Earle, back from Florida weemien. 


Shoreham Hotel's Starlight Ter- 
race debuts next week with Barnee- 
Lowe orch in its usual spot. 

_ Rube Jackter, Columbia h.o. exec, 
in from N, Y. to huddle with mid- 
east division manager Sam Galanty. 

Sid Zinns, Columbia flack, feted 
at a party by brother Les Sands, 
— staffer, on 20th anni in show 

Motion Picture Operators Uni 
hace 4 a its 35th anni dance oaat 
veek, honoring retur i 
grou, g urned vets in 
_ D. C. reporter Henr Musti 
covec ths ena ee a Hite staff ~~ 

ver the local beat j i 
“City Dak” at in a new airer, 

fike Hunnicutt, stations WWDC’ 
Pe set, Stat s ¥ Ss 
White an ee man, will emcee 

ouse Press F 

Dance } ming | Photographers 
eorge Givot, headlining stage 
show at Loew’s Capitol, too in to te 


his stint opening da 
ance of week, ont ne ot Oe 


——— 


Hollywood 


Lois Runser recovering fro 

wine: & Mm sure 
Jeanette Cantor in 

York. from -.New 


Irene Hervey returned fr 
York. mm tow 

Lynn Bari suing Sid Luft for 
aa Gi tiss hospitali 

urtiss hospitalized wit 

ailment. with heart 

Benay Venvta on 
Springs. 

Jackie Cooper sunning at Palm 
Springs. 

Pev Marley to New Orleans on 
business. 

Edgar 
vacation. 

Jose Iturbi left for a foreign con. 
cert tour. 

Frank Wisbar became an Ameri- 
can citizen. 

Gregory Peck 
Manhattan. 

Roscoe Ates to Dallas for a nitery 
engagement. 
Irene Robinson’s new film name is 
| Rane Dennis. 

Gradwell Sears in town for United 
Artists confabs. 

George Brown at 
Coronado Beach. 

Peter Perreau changed his film 
name to Peter Miles. 

Burl Ives returned from a mide 
western singing tour. 

Dave Hudkins took over as man. 
ager of Club Morosco. 

J. Farrell MacDonald celebrating 
his 42nd year in films. 

Belita to San Francisco to scout 
talent for her ice show. 

Donald Hyde returned to work 
after a week of illness. 

Preston Foster to Portland, Ore., 
for the “Ramrod” preem. 

Victor Savilles celebrated their 
27th wedding anniversary, 

Jeannie McKeon recuperating after 
emergency appendectomy. 

O. F. Collins, Arkansas exhib, to 
town to gander production, 

John Grant out of the hospital 
after a bout with pneumonia. 

Lauritz Melchior leaves June 23 
for an eastern singing tour. 

Fred Stanley shifted from Metro’s 
flackery to Walter Wanger’s. 

Merian C. Cooper returned from a 
three-week ‘Honolulu vacation. 

Mary Miller leased a_ beach 
house at Balboa for the summer. 
Donald Nelson shifted his offices 
from Hollywood to Beverly Hills. 
George Dolenz moved into Bing 
Crosby’s old home at Toluca Lake. 

Joe E. Brown in town to rest a 
few weeks before starting film work. 

Ron Randell awarded a trophy as 
Australia’s most popular male actor. 

Joseph ‘Cohen, British exhibitor, 
seeing Hollywood for the first time. 

Eddie Dean rode as grand marshal 
- — Cherry Festival at Beaumont, 
al. 
Anita Colby checked in at Para- 
mount to start her new executive 
chores. 


vacation at Palm 


Bergen to Honolulu on 


returned from 





vacationing 


James Englander in from New 
York for advertising huddles at 
Metro. 


Sam Katzman to New Mexico to 


hanger. 

Marcus Gutt, South American ex- 
hib, gandering production at 
Warners. 


Allan Jones soaking up sunshine 
at Palm Springs before starting a 
concert tour. 

Charles Korvin, with his broken 
leg still in a cast, will be ready for 
work in July. 

Ian Keith signed for three sum- 
mer appearances with the Detroit 
Civic Opera Co. 

Alan Young will emcee the Los 
Angeles Police Show, produced and 
staged by Al Wager. : 
Henry Cass, former prosecutor, in 
from Atlanta as technical adviser 
on “The Burning Cross.” 

Kay Harrison, managing director 
of Technicolor, Ltd., of London, in 
town for huddles with Dr. Herbert T. 
Kalmus. 

_ Bob Hope's paternal trailer is be- 
ing offered free to all exhibs by 
the National Father’s Day Com- 
mittee. 

John Dierkes returned to Wash- 
ington after winding up his chore 
as technical adviser on “Assigned 
to Treasury.” 

Arthur Ripley to Chapel Hill, N.C. 
where his son will be awarded a 
master’s degree by the University of 
North Carolina. 

Olivia de Havilland, Tyrone 
Power and Lloyd Nolan appointed 
to fill vacancies on the Screen 
Actors Guild board of directors. * 


Budapest 


By George Gaal 
Bela Pasztor due to begin shoot- 
ing of a bilingual French-Hungarian 
picture. 
Imre Ungar, pianist recently re- 
turned from Palestine tour, leaving 
again, this time for Holland. 
Hilda Gobbi, National Theatre ac- 
tress, leaving for visit to Moscow aS 
guest of Soviet Actors’ Assn. 
Actress Franciska Gaal, whose last 
role here was in Rose Frankens 
“Claudia,” has left for the U. S., ac- 
companied by her husband. 
Hungary has been having a Shaw 
festival. Since summer of 1945 the 
following Bernard Shaw plays have 
been performed: “Saint Joan,” “P&y- 
malion,” “Blanco Posnet,” “House of 
Broken Hearts,” “Candida,” “The 
Devil's Disciple,” “Androcles and the 








Lion” and “Caesar and Cleopatra.” 





scout locations for his next cliff- - 
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Glamor In Paris 


Continued from page 2 





She is the only one who got a good 
story. Columbia presented her with 
a 1947 model car during her stay 
here. The first few days, Alain 
Bernheim took her to places with 
a typically French atmosphere: bals- 
musettes, ete., but now she prefers 
the expensive champagne nightclubs 
that Prince Youka ‘Troubetzkoy 
(brother of Barbara Hutton’s hus- 
band) picked out for her. “But 
she talks too much about Orson 
Welles. . 
now in Beaulieu on the Riviera 
playing tennis for a few days. 


Linda Darnell is staying at the 
Hotel George V, leading a very 


She spends her time with 
Bob Harley and his 


quiet life. 
20th-Fox’s 


daughter Julia and went with them | 


to a small village in the forest of 
Fontainebleau over the weekend. 
“Forever Amber” has been trans- 
lated into French, so the Paris pub- 
lic is much interested in her. She 
arrived at the airport in a French 
basque beret but now only wears 
black cartwheel hats. She is leav- 
ing shortly for Brussels and then 
will make two or three personal ap- 
pearances in Germany for our oc- 
cupation troops. 


Vivien Leigh’s Clothes 


Vivien Leigh just came on a fly- 
ing visit to have her clothes fitted 
for her film “Anna Karenine” which 
is being shot in London. 


and expects to be back next week. 
“Gone With the Wind” has become 
a legend with the French public: no 
film has been more talked of, though 
it was only shown once for a charity 


affair at the Opera two years ago. | 


Eleanor Parker, having just fin- 
ished the “Voice of the Turtle,” ar- 
rived Sunday with her husband, 
Bert Friedlob, looking spie and span 


after her long plane trip. They are | 


staying at the George V_ hotel, 


can. Friedlob says he is preparing | 
new ice-shows for Paris and Brus- | 
sels, -and there is some talk about | 
Sonja Henie will bring her show 
here too. 

The two little rich girls—Doris 
Duke and Barbara Hutton-Trou- 


betzkoy—are also in Paris. Former 
is very busy with her own job as 
head of the Paris office of Harper’s 
Bazaar. She goes to all the mid- 
summer fashion-shows, dressed in 
very plain American clothes herself, 
usually black. She is seen a lot 
with Danielle Darrieux’s ex-hus- 
band, diplomat Porfirio Rubirosa, 


who eelebrated his divorce this 
week, 
As for “Princess” Barbara, she | 


hardly ever goes out of her apart- 


ment in the Ritz except to play ten- | 


nis with her husband and two boys 
on the American team—Budge Patty 
and Bill Robertson—and for her fit- 
tings at Christian Dior’s, where she 
ordered 18 beautiful dresses. She 
did not buy anything anywhere else. 








Tax Plea 
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is so high that people can attend a 
good film -house “on the tax alone,” 


and are doing it in increasing num- | 


bers, Both she and Connelly cited 


the great contributions of actors to | 


wartime entertainment, the latter 
declaring that legit people were so 
busy in war work that they didn’t 


have time or opportunity to fight the | 


20% tax when it was enacted in 1943. 
Now, Connelly said, the theatre is 
“being victimized by high taxes... 
which may destroy them.” 

Murtha contended maintenance of 
the tax would “cause further falling- 
off of attendance” and sure death for 
many houses. 


Pemberton resented the classifica- | 


tion of the theatre as a luxury busi- 
ness, and declared, in answer to a 
question by Rep. Hubert S. Ellis (R., 


W. Va.), that “in the last 12 months, | 


especially since Labor Day, there 


has been a serious recession in the | 
theatre, which has reduced returns | 


20 to 40% from war years.” 


In a crack at the film industry, 
Pemberton said, “I understand the 
motion picture people have advo- 
cated an exemption of up to 40c of 
the admission price. As they also 


State that the average admission | 
theatres | 


Price in motion picture 
through the U. S. is 34¢c, this 
amounts to total exemption in the 
majority of cases. We would re- 
Rard this as highly descriminatory 
unless similar exemptions 
granted to the legitimate theatre, 
not on a 40c basis, but on a per- 
Centage-wise basis; that is, the ra- 


.!’ is his complaint. She is | 


She had | 
no time to buy anything for herself | 


/ | $30,000 
which has become entirely Ameri- | 


were | 


tio that 40e bears to the admis- 
sion prices of the de luxe cinema 


palaces in *New York and other 
large cities. For instance, if the 
admission price is $1.20, the ex- 


emption of 40c¢ would be one-third. 
If the motion picture interests won 
their point, we would insist that 
the legitimate theatre be granted 
an exemption of one-third of its 
total admission price.” 

Quizzed about overcharges by 
legit ticket brokers, Pemberton re- 
plied, “We know there is a black 
market and we are trying to eon- 
trol it.” 


Reilly, in answer to a question 
about legit biz generally, said a 
cross-country survey showed it was 
| Off 3.25% from year. 
He added that “prob- 
ably has lost the current 
season.” 

Bligh A. Dodds, director of the 
International Assn. of Fairs and 
Expositions and prexy of the N. Y. 
State Assn. of Agricultural Fairs. 
| also testified, asking elimination of 
|the admission tax on county fairs. 
| Committee seemed generally sym- 
| Pathetic to this plea, but agreed the 
| 20% tax should remain on amuse- 
ment concessions within fairs. 
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agent’s eye. 
jobs as result. 


Many have had pro 


ELT this season played mainly in 
four libraries, at Hudson Park, 
| George Bruce, Hamilton Grange and 
Fort Washington branches. Audi- 
ences were limited severely by seat- 
ing capacities, (although 33,880 
people saw ELT shows this season), 
and staging was woefully cramped. 
N.Y. City Center offered its theatre 
| to ELT for the summer months, but 


it was a last-minute offer when other | 
lack of 


bookings looked slim, and 

capital or the time to raise it, pre- 

ELT would have needed 

(for actors, stagehands, etc. 

on union basis), to swing the move, 
Need More Room 


But ELT, according to Jaffe, real- 
izes that only through a regular 
theatre, with larger audiences, and 
with sufficient financing, can it con- 


| vented, 


tinue to grow, and revive the thea- | 


tre. This season ELT began to 
broaden its base, putting on its plays 
in high schools for kids, and in even- 


ings at high and trade schools for 
ladults. It’s trying to build up a 
| public demand for its plays, says 
Jaffe, with the hone thst the city 


authorities might offer some finaneial 
| assistance. ELT, says Jaffe, should 
have a permanent home, and be a 
community theatre. City g#id would 
| assist in this goal. 

Group would be a real repertory 
| theatre, says Jaffe, because it could 
do as many as 20 or 25 plays a sea- 
son, with its large group of actors 
'and directors. Group has plans not 
| only for N.Y., but also to tour. 

| ELT is proud, Jaffe says, of several 
| things in connection with its efforts. 
|One is the increased interest from 
the already-successful actor, and the 
lift this has given to young talent. 
‘During the past season Jose Ferrer 
'directed three one-act Chekhov 
plays for ELT, and played in one of 
them himself. When the lead in an 
ELT production of “Ah Wilder- 
ness” dropped out, stopping all pro- 
duction. Taylor Holmes (who did the 


role gratis. Reginald Mason, Wesley 


Addy, Alexander Scourby, Stephan 


| Schnabel, Ferdi Hoffman, Carmen 
| Mathews, and others, have acted 
' with ELT groups gratis. Jaffe plans 


| next season to enlist the top names, 
such as Helen Hayes, or the Luntts, 
to oversee one or two ELT plays, 
for the stimulation that will bring. 
Talent Incubator 

Jaffe says that ELT has aided 
young talent in several ways. An 
actor might start backstage on his 
' first play, or as an extra: get a small 
part his second play: get a bigger 
part the next season, and so develop 


| 
| 


| much faster as an actor than on 
| Broadway. As for a_ showcase, 
dozens have received job offers 
|through ELT, say Jaffe. Of this 


season’s “Peer Gynt” production, 10 
actors got bids for stock, strawhats, 
radio or pix. 

Of the 56 shows 
season, ELT auditioned about 200 
people for each play. It used 837 
people in acting capacities this sea- 
son. At least 120, savs Jaffe, got 
professional jobs as result of their 


produced this 





showings. Radio took over 25; stock 
another 40; strawhats, ete. got 
others. Three ELT directors got 


strawhat jobs as result of their ELT 
productions—John O'Shaughnessy to 
direct at Milford, Conn.: Ted Post, 
at Yardley, Pa., and Carl Shain, at 
Clinton, Conn 

/ Those actors who got Broadway 


role on tour), stepped in to play the | 


jobs this season as result of ELT 
lin "Messag include Peter Cookson, 





in “Message for Margaret’: Gene 
| Fuller, as oldest boy in “Life With 
Father”; Hugh Reilly, “Young Man’s 
| Fancy”; Harry Hess and Eddie 
Strum, “Flag Is Born”: Maud Sheer- 
er, “Bathsheba’; Bert Freed, “Ice- 
man Cometh”; Joe Silver, “Heads or 
Tails’; Al Penalosa, “Cyrano”: Jean 
Sincere, “Barefoot Boy”: Marian 
Walters, “Made in Heaven”: Harri- 
son Dowd, “Washington Square”: 
Reta Shaw, “It Takes Two”: Will 
Husing, “State of the Union,” and 
Rhodelle Heller, “Two Mrs. Car- 
rolls.” Richard Seff was tapped for 
the film, “Portrait of Jenny.” 

ELT “grads” who stepped directly 





} into important Broadway roles in 
{recent seasons have included Mary 
| James, playing lead opposite Walter 
Huston in “Apple of His Eye”: Mar- | 
garét Phillips, in “He Who Gets 
Slapped,” “Late George Apley” and 





| “Another Part of the Forest”: Louise 
| Horton, lead in the touring “Voice 
of the Turtle,” and others 


MARRIAGES 


Terry Herman to Gordon Wisborg, 
Las Vegas, May 24. Bride is a song- 
writer. 

Betty Ross to Al Rogers, 
, burgh, May 14. Bride and groom 
| are hillbilly singers on WJAS. 
| Betty Blake to Glyn Lewis, New 
| York, May 31. Bride is co-publisher 

of Theatre Information Bulletin. 
Erna Lazarus to George DiVerdi, 
| Pasadena, Cal., May 28. Bride is 
|a screen and radio writer. 
Bilee Baum to Harry 
{Union City, N. J., June 1. 
| theatre treasurer. 











Groom is 


Elizabeth Kern to Jack Cummings, | 


|} Las Vegas, May 27. Bride is daugh- 
{ter of the late Jerome Kern, com- 
|}poser; groom is producer at Metro 
Laverne Block to Theodore Glick- 








man, Chicago, May 31. Bride is 
daughter of Jack Block, Chi agent; 
groom is theatrical photographer. 

Janet Geller to Robert Adelman 
;June 1, New York. She's the 
| daughter of Eagle-Lion Films pro- 
ducer Jim Geller. 

Dr. and Mrs. Eugene Czukorn 


}son, Los Angeles, June 2. Mother is 


| Barbara Britton, film actress. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Bennett Goldstein, 
json, Albany. Father is head booker 
there for Metro. 


Mr. and Mrs. William Claxton, 
daughter, May 30. Father is film 
editor for Sol M. Wurtzel produc- 
tions. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rudi Fehr. daugh- 


ter, Los Angeles, June 1. 
former film actress, Maris Wrixon; 
father is film editor at Warners. 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Winters, son. 
San Antonio, May 30. Father is staff 
pianist-conductor of the WOAI orch 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Walker. 
son, New York, May 17. Mother is 
radio soprano, Lucille Manners. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Harris, daugh- 
ter, Houston, Texas, recently. Father 
is general manager of KPRC in that 
city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Haller, son, 
New York, June 1. Mother is daugh- 


ter of Jacob M. Lehrfeld of Herald 
Pictures. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Vincent DeMaille, 


son, New York, May 27. Father is 
in circulation dept. of VARIETY. 
Mrs. John P. McMahon, daughter, 
Pittsburgh, May 14. Mother's the 
i widow of radio publicist and news- 


paperman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Weitz. son, 
Pittsburgh, May 24. Father's the 
bandleader; mother was vocalist, 
Gerry Richards. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Burns, son, 


Pittsburgh, May 26. Father is news 
editor of KQV. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Spernack, 
| daughter, Pittsburgh, May 16. Moth- 





'er’s former Billie Dare, nitery 
dancer. ' 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Gago, son, 


Pittsburgh, May 29. Mother is for- 
mer Arlene Zerelstein. of WB staff. 
| Mr. and Mrs. William Grande, son, 





| Pittsburgh, May 6. Father's the 
| veteran roadsho.. distributor. 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Moore. son, 


Long Beach, Cal., May 24. Father is 
'a radio announcer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Karl Gruener, son, 
| Hollywood, May 25. Father is a 


| radio producer. 





Mr. and Mrs. Jack Shelley. son. ! 
| Des Moines, May 19. Father is with 
' the news bureau of WHO 
| Mr. and Mrs. Howie Horwitz 
| daughter, May 27, N. Y. Father is | 
| pressagent. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Laue. daugh- 

ter. New York. May 27. Mother is 
|Annamary Dickey, Met-opera ‘so- 
‘pirano. 


Pitts- | 


Steinberg, | 


Mother is | 





es 


ADRIENNE AMES 


Adrienne Ames, 39, radio com- 
mentator and former screen star, 
died of cancer at her home in N. Y. 
|May 31. She had conducted a 
‘Broadway and Hollywood commen- 


| tary over station WHN, N. Y., since | 


her retirement from films six vears 
ago, interviewing many stage and 
screen greats, who had guested on 
{her programs. Despite the chronic 
ailment, she had been doing broad- 
casts until two weeks ago, when she 
| became too ill to carry on. A 
| tub fall many months ago, when she 
injured her hip and spine is believed 
to have contributed to her illness. 
Born Adrienne Ruth McClure in 
Ft. Worth, Texas, she showed talent 
| for acting at an early age. She later 
|went to Hollywood, appearing in 
| small parts in films. She had been 
| offered a role in a picture by Ben 
Lyon, to be made in N. Y., and when 
it failed to materialize she prevailed 
upon her father to permit 
| remain in N. Y. to study fashion de- 


signing. 

After her marriage to Stephen 
i Ames, N. Y. broker, she became ac- 
itive in society. She returned to 


Hollywood and was given a contract 
by Paramount. 

| Her films included “Twenty-four 
| Hours,” “Road to Reno,” “Two Kinds 
of Women,” “Sinners in the Sun” 


“The Dear Kiss,” “Broadway Bad.” 
i‘‘From Hell to Heaven,” “Disgraced,” 
“George White’s Scandals” and 
many others 


She had also appeared in several 
strawhat legit productions during 
the summers, her last being with 
companies at Clinton and Norwich, 


Conn., last summer. 

She was married three times. Her 
‘first husband was Derward Truax, 
Texas oil man. She was wed to! 


divorce in 1933. The same year she 


was married to Bruce Cabot, actor 
| They were divorced in 1937. 
Survived by. mother, daughter, 


sister and three brothers. 


HERMAN DAREWSKI 


bath- | 


her to] 


Ames in 1929, the union ending in | 


| May 


OBITUARIES 


Casey, Sisson Musie Co., whieh had 
offices in Radio City, N. -Y. 

Sisson, who had been in divers 
branches of the music business for 
past 30 years, had worked as pianist 


and contact man for many of the 
top publishing companies, For a 
} time he had been pianist-arranger 


for the late Ben Bernie's orch 


and 
other bands. 
Widow. son, mother and brother 
survive him, 


GIUSEPPE BONFIGLIO 

Giuseppe Bonfiglio, 64, premier 
danseur of the Metropolitan Opera 
Co. ballet for more than 20 years 
until his retirement in 1935, died in 
New York, June 1 

Born in Genoa, Italy, he came to 
the U. S. before the first World War 
and danced in operas in which En- 
,rico Caruso and others sang. 
| Survived by widow. 


FREDERICK BARNARD 
Frederick Barnara, 59, died in . 
Toronto May 30. For over 30 years 
was a drummer in Toronto theatres, 


including Loew's, Shea’s, the Grand 


{and Royal Alexandra. Earlier, he 
| had travelled with minstrel shows 
and with Garden Bros. Circus. 
Survived by two brothers and a 
sister. 
JACK MAGGARD 
Arthur Henry Maggard, 58. for- 
mer vaude actor and later stage- 
hand at the Esquire theatre, Kan- 
sas City, died May 22 at his home 


in North Kansas City after a heart 
attack 

He had been known in 
Jack Maggard when he 
own stage units. 

Survived by widow and son. 


vaude as 


toured his 


SAMUEL A. DAVIDSON 

Samuel Americus Davidson, 85, 
former theatre operator and mem- 
ber of Kansas State Theatre Man- 
agers Assn., died in Kansas City, 
25. He had operated circuit 
of theatres in Cherryvale, Neodesha 
and Great Bend, Kans 


Herman Darewski, 64, Russian-| Survived by three sons. 
born composer of popular’ songs, ! 5 
bandleader and former music pub- | CHARLES FIORITA 


lisher, died in London, June 2 after 
a long illness. Of his compositions 
perhaps the best known was “If You 
Could Care For Me.” 


| Starting his career as an _ or- 
chestra leader, Darewski was cred- 
| ited with having the first modern 


| rhythm band in Britain. Among his 
other songs were, “Sister Susic’s 
Sewing Shirts for Soldiers,” “Where 
Do the Flies Go in Winter Time?” 
|“Jubilee Vase” and 

King George.” 

| As a publisher Darewski headed 
the Herman Darewski Music Co., 
| now part of B. Feldman & Co., but 
run independently, He was musical 


| director of the Spa Corp. at Brid- | 


lington, 1924-26; the Winter Garden 
| at Blackpool, 1927-30, and, later, 
‘during the winter seasons, at the 
| Royal Opera House, Covent Garden 
| and Olympia. His musical remin- 
| iscences, “Musical Memories,” were 
| published in 1927. 


ANDREW R. CHERRY 
| Andrew R. Cherry, 67, former 
| Pittsburgh distributor, died at his 
|home in that city*last week after a 
| heart attack. For last eight years, he 
ihad been a receptionist in office of 


| Allegheny County’s district attorney. | 


| Cherry's film career began in 
| Pittsburgh more than 30 years ago 
las a salesman for various indie 
companies. After that, he was with 
| Universal as manager, later joining 
old Columbia Film Service, which 
later became Alexander Film Serv- 
ice and then Monogram. Before ac- 
'cepting a political appointment, 
| Cherry had been in the states rights 
market with fight pictures and other 
, films. 

CHARLES S. BULLOCK 
Charles S. Bullock, 59, head of the 
'Cleveland motion picture operators 
lunion, Local 160, died in Cleveland 
|May 26. Starting as a projectionist 
in the old Columbia and Boulevard 
theatres when they were owned by 
his father, Samuel Bullock, was also 
associated with Loew houses in 
|Northern Ohio for 28 years as & 
i chief booth-man. 

Survivors include widow, five 
i children, two brothers and a sister. 


KEN SISSON 


Ken Sisson, 48, pianist and .ar- 
ranger, died at his home Rezo 
Park, N. Y., May 30. At time oO! 

ideath he had been partnered in the 


“The Toast— | 


Charles Fiorita, 77, former owner 
of the Ashland and Lee theatres, 
North St. Louis, died of heart ail- 


ment in St. Louis last week. 
Fiorita, who retired about 10 years 
ago, also owned a swank restaurant 





in downtown St. Louis. 
| His widow, two sons and two 
| daughters survive. 
WILLIAM McCONNELL 
William McConnell, 72. a projec- 


tionist in Toronto for the past 35 
years, died in that city Mav 30. Pre- 
viously he travelled with circuses 
doing high-wire and flying trapeze 
acis. He retired two years ago. 

Survived by daughter, two sisters 
and two brothers. 





CHARLES RABINER 
Charles Rabiner, 30, died in Brook- 
Ivn, N. Y., Sunday (1). He was a 
graduate of Yale’s drama school and 
!was writing a play based on the 
|“Hvmie Kaplan” stories printed in a 
magazine. 


Several of his plays were pre- 
sented at Yale and he later wrote 
for radio. 


NORMAN MACKAY 

Norman Mackay, 47, manager of 
‘radio station WBAY. Coral Gables, 
Fla., was one of 53 killed Saturday 
(30) in the crash of a Miami-bound 
airliner in Maryland. 
| Further details in radio section. 

Margaret Langan, 86, mother of 
Grace Landon, ‘ormerly of Ziegfeld 
Follies” and 1.ow the wife of Arthur 
H. Sorenson, agent, died in Brook- 
lyn. N. Y., May 27. Although not of 
show biz she was affectionately 
known to the profession as Mother 
Langan. 





Mrs. Augusta Yorke, wife of G. S. 
“Gabe” Yorke, manager of advertis- 
ing trailer department of 20th-Fox, 
died May 30 in Los Angeles. She 
had recently undergone an opera- 
tion. 





Arthur A. Kruse, 70. Akron, O,, 
musician and _ orchestra. director, 
died May 24 in Cuyahoga Falls, O. 
He did theatre work and was direc- 
tor of the A. E. Kruse orch fo! 


eral yvears 


scVve 


Platt, 62. city 


James C. manager 


for the Schine Circuit and Mount 
Vernon. O., theatre manager for 30 
, vears, died in that citv Mav 26. 











4E 


> 






































“Lauritz Melchior is the most 
fabulous figure in contemporary ' 
music.” 
~ Herald Tribune, Chicago, Ill. 5: 
%-* K 

* 


“When this handsome giant 
strides on the stage, sheer 
magnetism makes the audience 
ready to like him and when he 
sings, they're sure they like 
him.” 

~ Herald American, Chicago, Ill. 


“His is the most vibrant, the 
most vital, the most sonorously 
exciting voice among any male 
singer today.” 
— Philadelphia Evening Bulletin 
+ 


“Lauritz Melchior, man of mag- 

nificent physique, commanding 

stage presence and consum- 

mate art with a voice of great 

. flexibility, sings right into your 
= heart.” — 

— South Bend, indiana, Tribune 


“Not since Caruso has there 
been a voice to compare with 
that of the great heroic tenor, 
Lauritz Melchior. His voice is 
magnificent and powerful." 


— Shreveport, Lovisiana 
* 


“No singing artist has so deep- 
ly endeared himself to the 
American public as the great 
Dane Lauritz Melchior." 

— Pittsburgh, Pa., Sun-Telegram 


“Th's mam sings right into your 


heort.”’ — South Bend Tribune 


® Metropolitan Opera 
@ MGM Pictures 
ro. @ MGM Records 
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PLUS 10 Metropolitan Opera Performances 
and 7 Guest Appearances on Top Radio Shows 
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19, New York 








Lauritz Melchior takes his hat off to 
the right Bloomington, accompanied 
by Mrs. Melchior and “guide.” 











